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(5s) 


TO ALL CANDID 


CALVINISTS in the Church of England, 


| Honored and dear Brethren, 


A Student from Geneva, who has had the honor 
of being admitted a Miniſter of your Church, 
takes the liberty of dedicating to you theſe Stric- 
tures on GEN EVA-LoOGIC, which were written both 
for the better information of your candid judgment, 
and to obtain tolerable terms of peace from his wor- 
thy Opponents, ws: 
Some, who miſtake blunt truth for ſneering inſo- 
lence, and mild ironies for bitter ſarcaſms, will pro- 
bably diſſuade-you from looking into this FOURTH 
CHECK to ANTINOMIANISM, They will tell 
you, that Logica-Geneven/es is a very bad book,” 
full of “ calumny, forgeries, vile ſlanders, acrimo- 
nious ſneers, and horrid miſrepreſentations.” But 
candor, which condemns no one before he is heard, 
which weighs both ſides of the queſtion in an im- 
partial balance, will ſoon convince you, that if every 
irony proceeds from ſpleen and acrimony of ſpirit, 
there is as much of both in theſe four words of my 
honored Opponent, Pietas Oxonienſis, and Goliah 
lain,“ as in all the Four Checks: and that I have 
not exceeded the apoſtolic direction of my motto, 
Rebuke them ſharply, or rather @no;, cuttingly, 
but let brotherly love continue. 


. * The ironical titles of two books written by my Opponent, 
to expole the = of the Univerſity of Oxford reſpecting 
| the expullion of fix Students belonging to Edmund-Hall. 


A 3 I do 


* X 


A ABDARESY 


Il do not deny that ſome points of doftrine, which 


many hold in great veneration, excite pity or laugh. 


ter in my Checks. But how can 1 help it? It a 
Painter, who knows not how to flatter, draws to the 
life an object exceſſively ridiculous in itſelf, muſt 
it not appear exceflively ridiculous in his picture ? 
Is it right to exclaim againſt his pencil as malicious, 
and his colours as unfair, becauſe he impartially 
uſes them according to the rules of his art? And 
can any unprejudiced perſon expect that he ſhould 
draw the picture of the night, without uſing any 
black ſhades at all ? | 

If the charge of * bitterneſs” does not entirely 
ſet you againſt this book, they will try to frighten 
you from -reading it, by proteſling, that 1 throw 
down the foundation of Chriſtianity, and help Mr. 
Welley to place works and merit on the Redeemer's 
throne. To this dieadful charge I anſwer, (1) That 
I had rather my right hand ſhould loſe its cunning 
to all eternity, than uſe it a moment to detratt from 
the Saviour's real glory, to whom I am more in- 
debted than any other man in the world: (2) That 
the ſtrongeſt pleas I produce for holineſs and good 
works, are quotations from the Homilies of our 
own Church, as well as from the Puritan divines, 
whom I cite preferably to others, becauſe they held 


What you are taught to call the dottrines of grace: 


(3) That what I have ſaid of thoſe dottrines recom- 
mends itſelf, to every unprejudiced perſon's reaſon 
and conſcience: (4) That my capital arguments in 
favour of practical Chriſtianity, are founded upon 
our ſecond juſtification by the evidence of works in 
the great day; a doctrine, which my Opponent him- 
ſelf cannot help aſſenting to: (5) That from firſt to 
laſt, when the meritorious cauſe of our juſtification 
is conſidered, we ſet works aſide ; praying God not 
to enter into judgment with us, or weigh our merits, 
but to pardon our offences for Chrilt's ſake ; and 
gladly aſcribing the whole of our ſalvation to his 
alone merits, as much as Calvin or Dr. Criſp does : 
(6) That when the word meriting, deſerving, or 
| | worthy, 
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worthy, which our Lord himſelf uſes again and 
again, is applied to good. works or good men, we 
mean abſolutely nothing but rewardable, or qualified 
for the reception of a gracious reward. And (7) that 
even this improper merit or rewardableneſs of good 
works, is entirely derived from Chriſt's proper merit, 
who works what is good in us; and from the gra- 
cious promiſe of God, who has freely engaged him-' 
ſelf to recompenſe the fruits of righteouſneſs, which 
his own grace enables us to produce. 

I hope, honered brethren, that theſe hints will 
ſo far break the waves of prejudice which beat 
againſt your candor, as tv (Proven upon you not to 
reject this little means of information. If you con- 
deſcend to peruſe it, I truſt it will miniſter to your 
edification, by ＋ your views of Chriſt's pro- 
phetic and kingly office; by heightening your ideas 
of that practical religion, which the Scriptures per- 
petually enforce; by leſſening your regard for ſome 
well meant miſtakes, on which good men have too 
baſtily put the ſtamp of orthodoxy ; and by givin 
you a more favourable opinion of the ſentiments 4 

our remonſtrant brethren, who would rejoice to 
ive at peace with you in the kingdom of grace, 
and walk in love with you to the kingdom of glory. 
But, whether you conſent to give them the right 
hand of fellowſhip or not, nobody, I think, can be 
more glad to offer it you, than he, who with undiſ- 
ſembled reſpect, remains, 


| Honored and dear Brethren, 
Your affectionate Brother, and 
obedient Servant in Chriſt, 


JOHN FLETCHER. 
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9g. 37 
| 8. 0 Nr - 
E I. 
1 To RIchARD Hil, Eſq; 


Introduction. The doftrine of juſtification by works 
in the laſt day, is truly ſcriptural. It is eſſen- 
tially different from juſtification by faith in the . 
day of converſion. Mr. Hill fully grants, and 

|| yet warmly oppoſes ſuch a juſtification. | 

1 LS TT . 

| To RIcHARD HILL, Eſq; 

| Juſtification by the evidence of works, and St. 

[| James's undefiled religion, are eſtabliſhed upon 

| the authority of the Inurgy, articles, and homi- 

| 

| 

| 


lies of the Church of England. | 
MET Tb: 
To Richard Hill, Eſq; 

The ſober Puritan Divines directly or indirectly 
maintain the doctrine of juſtification by works 
in the great day, which Dr. Owen himſelf, and 
numbers of other Calviniſt Miniſters, do not 


ſcruple calling an evangelical juſtification by 
our own. perſonal obedience,” 


„„ Dd or Wha 4 
To Ricuard HILL, Eſq; 


Flavel, and many other Puritan authors, were of. _ - 
fended at Criſp's doctrine. An important ex- 
tract from Flavel's Treatiſe upon Antinomianiſm. 


. 
To RichARD HIILI, Eſq; 
Mr. Weſley's Minutes, and St. James's pure re- 
ligion, are eſtabliſhed on Mr. Hill's important 


conceſſion, that we ſhall be juſtified by the 


evidence of works in that great day.” 


L ix J 
1 
To RichARD HILL, Eſq; 


If we ſhall be juſtified by the evidence of works in 
the laſt day, there is an end of 1 5 finiſhed 
ſalvation, and Calvin's - imputed righteouſneſs : 
thoſe two main pillars of Antinomianiſm 
Calviniſm are freely broken. 


„ . 


1 To RIioHARD HILL, Eſq; 
Mr. Hill's arguments in defence of Dr. Criſp's 
finiſhed ſalvation, are anſwered. 


EE nnn. 
To Rich ARD HILL, Eſq; 


Mr. Hill is miſtaken when he ſays, © we have ſerip- 


ture authority to call good works dung, drots, 
and filthy rags.” | | 


An anſwer to Mr. RowLaxnD HiLL's arguments 
againſt juſtification by works in the day of judg- 
ment, cloſed by ſome ſtrictures upon the frieud- 
lineſs of his Friendly Remarks. 

CTV 

An anſwer to Mr. RIcHARD and Mr. Ro WLAN * 

HiLlL's Remarks upon the Third Check, in which 
8 the ſcriptural doftrine of juſtification in its ſeveral 
| branches is vindicated from their witticiſms, and 


Mr. Hill cut off from ſome of his ſubterfuges. 


— r 


The doctrine of a believer's juſtification by works, 
is reconciled with the doctrine of a ſinner's juſ- 
tification by grace: and it is proved, that Calvi- 

niſm makes way for bare-faced Antinomianiſm, 
abſolutely deſtroys the law of Chriſt, and caſts his 


royal crown to the ground. 
* | | * 10610 4 
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 LOGICA GENEVENSIS, 


OR, A 


FOURTH CHECK 
To ANTINOMIANISM. 


. R . 
LETTER 1. 
To RICHARD HILL, Eſq; 


_ Honored and dear Sir, 


M entering the field of Controverſy to defend 
St. James's pure religion, procured me your 
hve letters, which I compare to a ſhower of rain 
gently deſcending from the placid heaven. But 


mne hx which have followed, reſembled a ſtorm of 
Hail, pouring down from the lowring ſky, uſhered 


by ſome harmleſs flaſhes of lightning, and accom- 
panied by the rumbling of diſtant thunder. It my 
compariſon is juſt, it is no wonder that when I 
read them firſt, I was almoſt thunder. ſtruck, and 
— to fear, leſt inſtead of adding /tght, I had 
only added feat, to the haſty zeal which I en- 
deavoured to check, | 

But at the ſecond peruſal, my drooping hopes 
revive: the diſburdened clouds begin to break :. 


the air, diſcharged of the exhalations which re- 


dered it ſultry or hazy, ſeems cooler and clearer 

than before; and the {miling plains of evangelical - 

truth, viewed through that 4. ecated medium, ap- 

pear more gay after the unexpected ſtorm. Me- 

thinks even moderation, the phœnix conſumed by 
| HEE: our 


Logica Genevenſis; Or, &, 11 
our ypc fires, 1s going to riſe out of its aſhes ; 
and that, notwithſtanding the din of a controverſial 
war, the voice of the turtle is ſtill heard in our 

land. LES 

May the gentle ſound approach nearer and nearer, 
and tune our liſtening hearts to the melodious ac- 
cents of divine and brotherly love! And Thou 
Prince of Peace, 'Thou true Solomon, Thou pacific 
Son of warlike David; ſhould an evil ſpirit come 
upon me, as it did upon Saul, to make me dip my 
pen in the envenomed gall of diſcord, or turn it 
into a Javelin to ſtrike my dear Opponent through 
and through; mercifully bow the heavens, gently 
touch the ſtrings of my heart, and play upon them 
the melting tune of forgiving love] Teach me to 
check the rapid growth of Antinomian errors, with- 
out hindering the flow progreſs of thy precious 
truth; and graciouſly inſtrutt me how to. defend an 
inſulted, venerable father, without hurting an ho- 
nored, though alas! prepoſſeſſed brother. If the 
latter has offended, ſuffer me not to fall upon him 
with the whip of mercileſs revenge; and if I muſt 
uſe the rod of reproof, teach me to weigh every 
ſtroke in the balance of the ſanctu 


ary with tender 
fear, and yet with honeſt impartiality, | 


Should I, in this encounter, gracious Lord, over- 
come by thy wiſdom, my worthy antagoniſt, help me 
by thy meekneſs to give him an example of chriſtian 

moderation; and while I tie him with the cords of 
a man and a believer, while I bind him with rea- 
ſon and ſcripture to the left wheel of thy goſpel _ 
chariot, which alas! he miſtakes for a wheel of 
Antichriſt's carriage; let me rejoice to be tied by 
him with the ſame eaſy bonds to the right wheel, 
which he, without reaſon, fears I am determined 
to ſtop. And when we are thus mutually bound 
to thy triumphant car, draw us with double ſwift- 
neſs to the haPPy regions, where the good, as well 
the wicked, ceaſe from troubling, and thoſe who are 
weary of contention are at reſt. So ſhall we leave 
tos ever behind the deep and noiſy waters of ſtriſe, 


41) 


att es ra * 
—— 
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in which ſo many . miſerably periſh ; and the 


barren moum ains of Gilboah, where hurried Saul 
falls upon the point of his own controverſial ſword, 
end lovely Jonathan himſelt receives a mortal 


weund. 


—_ A— 4 » 


You remember, honored Sir, that I opened the 
Second Check to Antinomianiſm, by demonſtrating, 
that in the day of judgment we ſhall be juſtified by 
works, 1..e. by the evidence of works, A perſon _ 
of your penetration could not but ſee, that if this 
legal propoſition ſtood, your favourite doctrines of 
finiſhed ſalvation, and Calvinian imputation of righ- 
teouſneſs to an impenitent adulterer, would loſe 
their exorbitant influence. You deſign therefore 
to bend yourſelf with Sampſon's might, upon this 
adamantine pillar of our heretical oe. nb Let us 
ſee whether your redoubled efforts have ſhaken it 
or only ſhewn that it ſtands as firm as the pillars of 
heaven. OY N , 

You enter upon the arduous labour of deciding, 
in your firſt-paragraph, that I deal in“ Sneer, banter, 


ſarcaſm, notorious falſehood, calumny, and groſs 


13 and to confirm this charge, you pro- 
uce three anonymous letters, one of which de- 
poſes that what I have written upon finiſhed ſal- 
vation * is enough to make every child of God 
ſhudder: ” while another pronounces, that my * book 
is full of groundleſs and falſe arguments: and the 
third, that 1 am © infatuated,” and have © advanced 


_ pernicious doctrines in bitter expreſſions.” Your 


initial charge, ſupported by this threefold autho- 
rity, will probably paſs for a demonſtration with 
ſome of your readers; but as I conſider it only as a 
faint imitation of Calvin's book, called, Rejponſto ad 
calumnies Nebulonts, I haſten to what looks a little 
like an argument. | 
Page 4, you ſay concerning juſtification by 4 


1 by the evidence of works in the laſt day, 25 


may /afely affirm that it has no exiſtence in the 
word of God.” So, honored Sir, the __ $9 
| Fulle 


% ES 7 . 
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lulleſt paſſages of the ſacred Oracles, are, it ſeems, 
to fly like chaff before your /afe affirmation ; for 
you have not ſupported it by one ſingle text. Near 
twenty have I produced, which declare with one 
conſent, that we ſhall be judged, not according to 
our faith, but according to our works; and that the 
doers of the law, and they alone, ſhall be juſtified 
in the laſt day; but in your and particular 
anſwer to my book,“ you take a full and eaſy leap 
over moſt of theſe texts. Two however you touch 
upon ; let us ſee if you have been able to preſs 
them into the ſervice of your dottrine. 

1. You find fault with our tranſlation of Rev, 
xxii. 14, ** Bleſſed are they that do his command- 
ments, that they may have right to the tree of life.” 
You ſay, that the word which is rendered 77g4t, 
properly ſignifies privilege. Granting it, for peace's 
ſake, I aſk, What do you get by this criticiſm ? 
Abſolutely nothing: for the word privilege proves 
my point as well as the word 7zg/t ; unleſs you can 
demonſtrate that it makes a material difference m 
the ſenſe of the following ſimilar ſentence. Bleſſed 
was the ſon of Aaron, whom Moſes anointed high. 
prieſt, that he might have the riglt, (or, that he 
might have the grivilege) of entering ance a year 
into the holy of holies. If thole different expteſ- 
ſions convey the fame idea, your objection is frivo- 
lous, and Rev. xx1. 14, even according to your 
own tranſlation, ſtill evidently confirms the words 
of our Lord and his favourite diſciple. * If thou 
wilt enter into 4%, keep the commandments:—And 
this is his commandment, that we Thould beiieve 
on the name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and love 
one another,” 

2. The other text you touch upon is Matt. xii, 
36, 37, © In the day of judgment, by thy words 
halt thou be juſtihed,” Page 10% you thus com- 
ment upon it. * Our Lord points out the. danger 


of vain and idle words; andiafhrms, that as every 


tree is known by its fruit, ſo may the true ſtate of 
the heart be known by the evil or good things which 
Vol. III. 3 proceed 


—_ > — — 


* — - 
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proceed out of the mouth; and having laid down 
ti rule of judgment, he adds the words which you 
have ſo often cited in defence of your doftrine, * By 


thy words thou {ſhalt be juſtified,” &c. i. e. As words 


and works are the ſtreams which flow from the 
ſpring of the heart, ſo by theſe it will appear whe- 
ther that ſpring was ever” (I would ſay with more 
propriety, 75 now) © purified by grace ; or whether 
it fill remains in its natural corrupt ſtate ; the ac- 
tions of a man being the declarative evidences, both 
here and at the great day, whether or no ke was” 
(I would ſay, ke zs) among the trees of righteoul- 
neſs which the Lord hath planted. This is the 


plain eaſy ſenſe of this paſſage.” 


Is it indeed, honored Sir? Well then, I have 
the pleaſure of informing you, that, ſuppoſing you 
allow of my little alterations, we are exactly of the 
ſame ſentiment : and I think that, upon ſecond 


thoughts, you will not reje& them: for it is evi- 


dent, the actions of to-day ſhow what a free-agent 
is to-day, and not what he was yeſterday, or will 
be fix months hence. By what argument will you 

rove that becauſe Lucifer was once a bright angel, 
and Adam a godlike creature, they continued ſuch 
under all the horrors of their rebellion? Or that 
David's repentance after Nathan's expoſtulation, 
evidenced that he was a penitent before ? In the laſt 


day the grand enquiry will not be, whether Hyme- 


neus, Philetus, and Demas, were ever purified by 
grace; — whether they were ſo at death. Be- 
cauſe our laſt works will be admitted as the laſt, 
and conſequently the moſt important and deciſive 
evidences, for as the tree falls ſo it lies. Apoſtates, 
far from being juftified for having been once puri— 
fied by grace, will be counted worthy of a ſorer 
puniſhment for having turned from the way of righ-. 
teouſnelss Would not the world hiſs a Phyſician, 


who ſhould — maintain, that by feeling 


people's pulſe now, he can tell whether 1 were 

ever ſick or, well? Or that becauſe one of his pa- 

tients was alive ten years ago, he is alive now, 
| though 


SE. A . 
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though every ſymptom of death and corruption is 
actually upon him? And ſhall your hint, honored 
Sir, perſuade your readers, that what would be an 
impoſition upon common ſenſe in a gentleman of 
the faculty, is genuine orthodoxy in Mr. Hill? 

But 1 have too high an opinion of your good 
ſenſe and piety, dear Sir, to think that you will 
perſiſt in your inaccuracy, merely for the pledſure 
of maintaining the ridiculous perſeverance of An- 
tinomian apoltates, and contradicting the God of 
truth, who expreſsly mentions the righteous turning 
from his righteouſneſs, and dying in the fin that he 
has ſinned. My hopes that you will give it up are 
the more ſanguine, as it is rectified in the ſame 
page, by two quotations, which have the full ſtamp 
of your approbation. | 

The judicious Dr. Guiſe, ſay you, paraphraſes 
thus on the place: Your words, as well as attions, 
ſhall be produced in evidence for or againſt you, to 
prove” (not whether you ever were, but) © whether 
yon are a ſaint or a ſinner, a true believer or nut; 
and according to their evidence you ſhall be either 
publickly acquitted or condemned in the great day.“ 
And as it is abſurd to ſuppoſe that Chriſt ſhall en- 
quire whether men are believers in the day of judg- 


ment, becauſe faith will then be loſt in ſight; Mr. 


Weſley, whom you quote next as if he contradicted 
me, wiſely corretts the little inaccuracy of the 
Doctor, and ſays, © Your words as well as actions 
ſhall be produced in evidence for or againſt you,” 
to prove (not whether you are, but) whether you 
was a true believer or not, and according to the 
evidence you will either be acquitted or con- 
demned in the great day.” The very doftrine this 
which I have advanced at large, Second Check, 
page 21. 
However, triumphing as if you had won the day, 
you conclude by ſaying, * In the mouth of theſe 
two witneſſes may the truth be firmly eſtabliſhed.” 
To this pious wiſh, honored Sir, my ſoul breathes. 
out a cordial Amen I rejoice to ſee that God has 
SOS 1 given. 
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given you candor to the acknowledgment of He 
truth and as it is firmly eſtabliſhed in the mouth 
of Dr. Guiſe and Mr. Weſley, may it be for ever 
confirmed by this ſpontaneous teſtimony of Mr. 
Hill! But in the name of brotherly love, if you 
thus hold the truth which I contend for, i. e. Jul- 
tification by the evidence of works in the laſt day, 
why do you oppoſe me? Why do you repreſent 
my ſentiment “ as full of rottenneſs and deadly 
poiſon ? “ Till you ſolve this problem, permit me 
to vent my ſurpiiſe by a ſigh, and to ſay, Logica 
Genevenſzs ! 

Having ſeen how fully and particularly you have 
granted the fundamental dottrine of the book, to 
which you was to give a full and particular anſwer, 
namely, that our final juſtification will turn upon 
the evidence of works in the laſt day; I go back 
to page 4, where to my-utter aſtoniſhment you 
aſhrm, that as this doctrine has no exiſtence in the 
word of God, ſo neither in any Proteſtant church 
under heaven.” Thus to unchurch Mr. Welley 
and me, you unchurch Dr. Guile and yourſelf. 

To ſupport your aſſertion you quote Biſhop Cow. 
per, Dr. Fulke, and Mr. Hervey, who agree to main- 
tain, that “ juſtification is one /angle ad, and muſt 
therefore be done or undone.” As neither you, 
nor they, have ſupported this propoſition by one 
ſingle argument, I ihall juſt obſerve, that a thouſand 
Biſhops and Doctors, are lighter than vanuy, when 
weighed in the balance againſt the authority of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles. ä 3 

However, if you forget your proofs, I ſhall pro- 
duce nune; and by the following ſyllogiſm 1 de- 
monſtrate, that juſtification in the day of our 
converſion, and juſtification 1n the laſt day, are no 
more one ſingle act; than the day of a finner's 
converſion, and that of judgment, are one ſingle 
day. 2 | 
Two acts, which differ as to time, place, perſons, 
witneſſes, and circumſtances, &c. cannot be one 
ſingle att; (the one may be done, when the other 

remains 
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tifier: at our converſion, God covers and pardons 
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remains undone.) But our firſt juſtitication at con- 
verſion, thus differs from our ſecond juſtification: 
in the great day, Therefore our firſt and * ſecond: 
zaſlification cannot be one ſingle act, &c. 

The ſecond propoſition, which alone is diſputa- 
ble, may be thus abundantly proved. Our. firſt 
and ſecond juſtification differs, 1. With reſpe&Þ tw» 
time: the time of the one is the hour of conver- 


ſion; and the time of the other the day of judg- 


ment. 2. Wich reſpect to place: the place ob the: 
former is this earth ; and the place of L as latter-the- 
awful ſpct, in the new heaven or on the new eartH;, 
where the tribunal. of Chriſt ſhall be erected. 3. 
With reſpect to the witneſſes : the witneſſes of the- 


former are the Spirit of God and our owm con- 


ſcience; or, to ſpeak in Scripture language, the 
Spirit bearing witneſs with our ſpirit that we-are- 
the children of Cod: but the witnefſes-of the latter 
will be the countleſs myriads of men and angels. 
aſſembled before Chriſt, 4. With reſpett to the 
Juſtifier: in the former juſtification; one God juſ- 
tifies the circumciſion and uncircumciſion; and im 
the latter, one mediator between God and man, 
even the man Chriſt Jeſus, will pronounce-the ſen- 


tence; for the Father judgeth no man, but has com- 


mitted all judgment to the Son. 5,. With reſpe& 
to the juſtified : in the day of converſion;.-a:peni- 
tent ſinner is juſtified :. in the day of judgment, a: 
perſevering ſaint. 6. With reſpe& to the article 
upon which juſtification. will turn.: although the: 


meritorious. cauſe of both our juſtifications is the 


ſame, that is, the blood and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
yet the inſtrumental cauſe is very different: by faith 
we obtain (not 8 the , and by warks: 

ith reſpect to the act of. the juſ- 


I ftilkcall them firſt and ſecond, not only. to accommodate- 


my ſelf to the Rev. Mr. Shirley's expreſſion in his Narrative: 
but becauſe they may with propriety. be thus diſtioguiſhed,. 


when conſidered with re ſpect to each other. 1 
"uu B 3 our. 
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our ſins; but in the day of judgment, Chriſt un- 
covers and approves our A ora And laſtly, 
With regard to the conſequences of both: at the 
| juſtification, we are enliſted by the Friend of 
nners to fight the good fight of faith in the church 
militant ; and at the — o we are admitted by the 
righteous Judge to receive a crown of righteouſ- 
nels, and ſhine like the ſun in the church trium- 
phant. | | 
Is it not ſtrange, that the inchanting power of 
Calvinian logic mould have detained us ſo long in 
Babel, where things ſo vaſtly different are perpetu- 
ally confounded ! Is it not deplorable, that when 
Mr. Weſley has the courage to call us out of myſtic 
Geneva, ſo many tongues and pens ſhould be ſhar- 
pened againſt him! Shall foreign logic for ever 
prevail over Engliſh good ſenſe, and chriſtian bro- 
therly kindnels? Have we ſo “ leaned towards 
Calviniſm,” as to be totally paſt recovery? And is 


the balance between St. Paul's and St. James's juſ- 


tification loſt among pious Proteſtants for ever ? O 
ye regenerate Britons who have unfortunately fal- 
Jen in love with the Geneva Delilah, awake! awake! 
put on ſtrength, and leap out of the arms of that 
enchantreſs. It ſhe rocks you afleep in her boſom, 
it is only to bind you faſt with cords of Antino- 
mian practices. Has ſhe not already cut off the 

locks, and put out the eyes of thouſands? And 
does not Sampſon publicly grind for the Philiſtines d 
Have we not ſeen Mr. Hill himſelf tell the world, 
that all fins work for good to the pleaſant children, 
who go on frowardly from adultery to treachery, and 
from treachery to murder ? 

But you have an anſwer ready, Page 6, you in- 
ſinuate, that it is I, who have erected a Babel, by 
denying that the two above-deſcribed juſtifications 
are one and the ſame, And to prove it, you ad- 
vance a dilemma which is already obviated in the 
Third Check, p. 47. We readily grant you, ho- 
nored Sir, that if a man dies the moment he is jul. 
tified by faith, the inward labour of his love, (for 

| living 
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hving faith always works by love) will juſtify him 
in the day of judgment. But you muſt alſo grant 
us, that if he lives, and turns from his righteouſ. 
neſs ; or, which is the ſame, it his faith, inſtead of 
working by love and obedience, works by luſt and 
malice, by adultery and murder, it is no longer a 
living faith : it is the dead faith, of which ty, 
ſays, © What does it profit, though a man ſay he 
Rath faith, and have not works? Can that faith 
ſave him? Faith if it hath not works is dead.“ 
You ſee then, how that, in what you call “ the 
intermediate ſlate,” as well as in the laſt day, 
works a man is juſtified, and not by faith only,” 
James ii. ; 

Page 6, you aſſert, that my“ favourite ſcheme is ra- 
ther overthrown than ſupported by the inſtance of 
the Collier,” on whoſe evidence I ſuppoſed myſelf 
Y acquitted in a court of judicature. His teſtimony, 
ſay you, proves indeed your innocence, but it does 

in no degree con/t:tule that innocence.” Are then to 


ö uſtify a man, and to conſtitute him innocent, ex- 
; Lhe of the ſame fans Nay, ſome believe, 
that when God juſtifies returning prodigals at their 
t converſion, he does not conftitute them innocent, 
þ but for Chriſt's ſake mercifully pardons their mani- 
a fold ſins, and graciouſly accepts their guilty per- 
e ſons; and that when Chriſt ſhall juſtify perſevere. 
d ing ſaints in the laſt day, he will not conſtitute them 
b innocent, but only declare, upon the evidence of 
b their laſt works, that they are pure in heart, and 
1, therefore qualified to ſee God, and worthy to obtain 
that world, where the children of the reſurrettion. 
are equal to angels. 
ih To ſhew that the inſtance of the. grafted tree 
y overihrows alſo the doctrine of a two-fold juſtifi- 
1S cation, you quote that great and good man Mr. 
1. Hervey. But you forget that his bare aſſertion is 
1e no better than, your own. I appeal from both 
o- your aſſertions to the common ſenſe of any impar- 
" tial man, whether there is not a material difference 
or between declaring that a crab-flock is properly 


graſted; and pronouncing that an apple-tree Is not 
cankered 
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cankered and barren, but ſound and fruitful. Mr. 

Hervey's miſtake appears to me ſo much the more 
furprizing, as the diſtinction which he explodes, is 
e very where obvious. 

Look into our orchards, and you will ſee ſome 
trees that were once properly grafted, but are now 
blaſted, dead, Totten, and perhaps torn up by the 
roots. Conſider our congregations, and you will 
cry out as the pious “ divine under whoſe miniſtry 
you ſit at preſent, O what fad inſtances does the 
preſent ſtate of the church afford us of perſons, who 
ſet out with a moſt vehement zeal at the beginning, 
feemed to promiſe great things, and carry all before 
them; who are now like the ſnuff of an extin- 
guiſnhed taper, devoid ot any apparent life! We 
1warm with flumbering virgins on the right hand 
and on the left. The Delilah of this world has 
ſhorn their locks, their former ſtrength is gone, 
their frame is totally enervated, and the Philiſtines 
are upon them.” 5 : 

But above all, ſearch the Oracles of God, and 
there you will ſee various deſcriptions of apoſtates, 
that is, of men who to the laſt, tread under foot the 
Son of God, and account the blood of the covenant, 
wherewith they were ſanttified, and conſequently 
juſtified, a common, deſpicable thing, Theſe, in a 
dying hour, have no right to ſay, * Thave kept the 
faith; for alas ! by putting away a good conſcience, 
concerning faith they have made ſhipwreck, Theſe, 
hke withered branches of the heavenly vine, in 
which they once bloſſomed, ſhall be taken away, 
caſt forth, and burned, in the laſt day, together 
4 with the chaff, for not bearing fruit, and ending in 
the fleſh ; agreeable to that awful clauſe of the goſ- 
pel charter: The works of the h are adultery, 
{ornicaiion,, uncleanneſs, idolatry, hatred, variance, 
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9 The Rev. Mr. De Courcy, in his Delineation. of true 

13 and falſe zeal,” a little edifying Fract, which does juſtice to St. 

Wt "James's pure religion, and ſhows, that ſome pious Calviniſts 

1 clearly ſee the growth, and honeſtly check the progreſs of An · 
1 tinomianiſm, ſo far as their principles will allow, | 2 
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wrath, ſtrife, envying, murder, drunkenneſs, re- 
vellings, and ſuch like: of which I tell you, |juſ- 
tified believers, | as I have told you in time paſt, 
that they who do ſuch things ſhall not inherit the 
kingdom of heaven.” Thus, the numerous tribe of 
apoltates, aſter — been juſtified by faith in the 
day of their converſion, ſhall be condemned by 
works in the day of judgment. So real, ſo im- 
portant is the diſtinction, which Mr. Hervey looks 
upon as needleſs, and you, Sir, as * full of deadly 
poiſon!“ 

However, ſays Biſhop Cowper, This diſtindt ion 
confounds two benefiis, juſtification and ſanctifi- 
cation.” To this aſſertion, which, according to a 
grand rule of your logic, is alſo to pals {or proof, I 
anſwer, that our ſanttification will no more be con- 
founded with our juſtification in the laſt day, than 
our faith 1s confounded with our acceptance in the 
day of our converſion. When you ſhall demon- 
ſtrate, that the witneſſes upon whoſe teſlimony a 
criminal is abſolved, are the ſame thing as the ſen- 
tence of abſolution pronounced by the. judge, you 
will be able io make it appear, that ſanctification is 
the ſame thing as juſtification in the laſt day; or, 
which 1s all one, that there 1s no difference between 
an inſt:umental cauſe, and its proper effect. 
May both our hearts lie open to the bright beams 
of convincing truth! And may you believe, that 
my pen expreſſes the feelings of my heart, when J 
ſubſcribe myſelf, Honored and dear Sir, your moſt 
obedient Servant in Him, who will juſtify us by 
our words, | Joun FLETCHER. 


LBT EE; 10 
To RICHARD HILL, Eſq; 
Honored and dear Sir, | 
A aſſertion of your's ſeems to me of greater 


moment, than the quotation from Biſhop Cow. 


per, which I anſwered in my laſt. You maintata 


(p. 11. 
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(p. 11.) *that the doctrine of a two-fold juſtification 
is not to be found in any part of the Liturgy of 
our Church,” | 

I. Not to mention again the latter part of St. 
Athanaſius's Creed; permit me, Sir, to aſk you, if 
on the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Sundays after 
Trinity, you never conſidered what is implied in 
theſe and the like petitions? © Grant that we may 
ſo faithfully ſerve thee in this life, that we fail not 
finally to attain thy heavenly promiſes, through the 
merits of Jeſus Chriſt. Make us to love that 
which thou doſt command, that we may obtain 
that which thou doſt promiſe.” Again, on St. 
Peter's day, Make all paſtors diligently to preach 
thy holy word, and the people obediently to fol- 
low the ſame, that they may receive the crown of 
everlaſting glory, through Jeſus Chriſt.” And on 
the Third 2 in Advent, ** Grant that thy 
Miniſters may ſo prepare thy way, by turning the 
hearts of the diſobedient, that at thy ſecond coming 
to judge the world, we may be found an acceptable 
people in thy fight.” 

St. James's juſtification by works confequent 
upon juſtification by faith, is deſcribed in the Ser- 
vice for Aſh-Wedneſday : © from henceforth 
we walk in his ways; zf we follow him in lowli- 
neſs, patience, and charity, and be ordered by the 
governance of his Holy Spirit, ſeeking always his 
glory, and ferving him duly with e 
—— Then comes the deſcription of our final juſti- 
fication, which is but a ſolemn and public con- 
firmation of St. James's juſtification by works. 
„This / we do, Chriſt will deliver us from the 
curſe of the law, and from the extreme maledittion 
which ſhall light upon them that ſhall be ſet on the 
left hand; and he will ſet us on his right hand, 
and give us the gracious benediction of his Father, 
commanding us to take poſſeſſion of his glorious 
kingdom.” Commination. 

I flatter myſelf, honored Sir, that you will not 
fet theſe quotations aſide, by juſt ſaying "Ou you 
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do on another occaſion : „As to the quotation you 
have brought from Mr. Henry in detence of this 
doctrine, tor any good it does your cauſe, it might 
as well have been urged in defence of extreme 
unction.“ I hope you will not object, that the 
words, ſecond juſtification by works, are not in our 
Liturgy ; for it the 2hing is evidently there, what 
can a candid enquirer after truth require more? 
Should you have recourſe to ſuch an argument, 
you will permit me to aſk you, what you would 
ſay to thoſe who aſſert, that the Dodtrine of the 
Trinity is not found in the Scripture, becauſe the 
word Trinity is not read there? And the ſame an- 
ſwers which you would give to ſuch opponents, 1 
now before-hand return to yourſelf. 4 

II. As final juſtification by the evidence of works. 
is clearly aſſerted in our Liturgy, ſo it is indirectly 
maintained in our Articles, You know, honored 
Sir, that the Eleventh treats of juſtification by faith 
at our converſion; and you yourſelf very juſtly 
obſerve, (p. 11.) That our Reformers ſeemed to 
have had an eye to the words of our Lord-—The 
tree is known (i. e. is evidenced) by its fruit, when 
they drew up our Twelfth Article, which aſſerts, that 
a lively faith may be as evidently known by good 
works, as a tree diſcerned by its fruit.“ This, 
honored Sir, is the very baſis of Mr. Weſley's 
*« rotten” doctrine, the very foundation on which 
St. James builds his pure and undefiled religion. 
This being granted, it neceſſarily follows, to the 
overthrow of your favourite ſcheme, that a living, 
juſtifying faith may degenerate into a dead, con- 
demning faith, as ſurely as David's faith, once pro- 
ductive of the fruits of righteouſneſs, degenerated. 
into a faith productive of adultery and muider. 

You are aware of the advantage that the Twelfth 
Article gives us over you; therefore, to obviate it, 
you inſinuate in your five letters, that David's faith, 
when he committed adultery, was the ſame as when 

| he danced before the ark. It was juſtifying faith 
| ill, only “in a winter-ſeaſon,” This argument, 
| |  h which 
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N which will paſs for a demonſtration in Geneva, will , 
N appear an cvaſion in England, if our readers con- 
} ſider, that it 1s founded merely upon the Calvinian 
1 cuſtom of forcing rational compariſons to go upon 
all four like brutes, and then driving them far be- 
yond the intention of thoſe by whom they were 
firſt produced. We know that a tree on the banks 
of Severn may be good in winter, though it bear no 
oor fruit ; — no trees bear among us any 
ruit good or bad in N But this cannot be 
the caſe either of believers or unbelievers: they 
bear fruit all the year round; unleſs you can prove, 
that like men in an apoplettic fit, they neither think, 
ſpeak, nor aft © in a winter-ſeaſon.” Again, 

Believers, who commit adultery and murder, are 
not good trees even in a negative ſenſe ; for they 
poſitively bear fruit of the moſt poiſonous nature. 
How then can either their faith, or perſons be evi- 
denced, a good tree by ſuch bad fruit, ſuch deteſ- 

| table evidence? While you put your logic to the 

rack for an anſwer, I ſhall take the liberty to en- 

counter you a moment with your own weapons, 

j and making the degraded compariſon of our Twelfth 

i Atticle walk upon all four againſt you, I promiſe 
you, that if you can ſhew me an apple-tree, which 
bears poiſonous crabs in Summer, much more one 
that bears them, © in a winter-ſeaſon,”” I will turn 
Antinomian, and believe that an impenitent mur- 
derer has juſtifying faith, and is compleat in Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs, 

III. Having thus, I hope, reſcued our Twelfth 
Article from the violence, which your ſcheme ol- 
ters to its holy meaning; I preſume to aſk, Why do 

ou not mention the Homilies, when you ſay that 
the doctrine of a two-fold juſtification is not found 

in any part of the Offices and e, of our 
Church? Is it becauſe you never conſulted them 
upon the ſubject of our controverſy? To ſave you 
the trouble of turning them over, and undeceive 
thoſe who are frighted from the pure doctrine of 
their own Church by the late cries of Arminianiſm ! 

- 2 Pelagianiſm |! 
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Pelagianiſm! and Popery ! I ſhall Js you with | 


the following extratt from our Homilies, which 
will ſhew you, they are not leſs oppoſite to Antino- 
mianiſm than our Liturgy and Articles, | 

„The firſt coming unto God is through faith, 
whereby we are juſtified before God. And, leſt 


any man ſhould be deceive], it is diligently to be 


noted, that there is one fauh, which in Scripture is 
called a dead faith, which bringeth forth no good 


works, but is idle, barren, and unfruitful. And- 


this faith, by the holy Apoſtle St. James, is com- 


pared to the faith of devils. And ſuch faith have 


the wicked, naughty chriſtian people, who, as St. 
Paul faith, * onfelh God with their mouths, but deny 
him 1n their deeds. Foraſmuch as faith without 
works is dead, it is not now faith, as a dead man is 
mot a man. The true, lively chriſtian faith liveth 
and ſtirreth inwardly in the heart. It is not with- 


out the love of God and our neighbour, nor with- 


out the deſire to hear God's word, and follow the 
ſame, in eſchewing evil, and doing gladly all good 
works, —Of this faith, this is firſt to he noted, that 


it docs not lie dead in the heart, but is lively and 
fruitful in bringing forth good works. As the light 


cannot be hid, ſo a true faith cannot be kept ſecret, 
but ſhews itſelf by good works: and as the living 
body of a man ever exerciſeth ſuch things as belon 

to a living body; fo the ſoul that has a lively faith 
in it, will be doing alway ſome good work, which 
{hall declare that it is living. For he is like a tree 


ſet by the water-ſide, his leaf will be green, and he 
will not ceaſe to bring forth his fruit.” Hom. of 


Faith, iſt Part. Here is an Antinomian ſalvo; no 

winter tate,” allowed of, to bring forth the dire 

fruits of adultery and murder. a 
„There is one work in which are all good 


works, that is, faith which worketh by charity. If. 


you have it, you have the ground of all good 
works; for wiſdom, temperance, and juſtice, are all 
referred unto this faith: without it we have not 


virtues, but only their names and ſhadows. Many 
Vol. III. C have 
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have no fruit of their works, becauſe faith, the 
chief work, lacketh. Our faith in Chriſt muſt go 
before, and after be nouriſhed by good works. The 
thief did believe only, and the moſt merciful God 
juſtificd him. It he had lived, and not 1egaided 
the works of faith, (N. B.) he ſhould have /off 
Rig ſalvation again.” Hom, on Good Works, 
aft Part. | 88 
+ The third thing to be declared unto you, is, 
what manner of works they are which ſpring out 
of true faith, and lead faithful men to everlaſting 
Je. This cannot be known ſo well, as by our 
Saviour himſelf, who being afked of a certain great 
man this que ſtion, “ What works (hall I do to come 
to everlaſting lite? Anſwered him, If thou wilt 
come to everlaſting life, keep the commandments : 
rhou ſhalt not kill: thou ſhalt not commit adultery,” 
8c, By which words Chriſt declared, that the laws 
of God are the very way which leads to ever- 
laſting life. So that this is to be taken for a mof 
true leſſon, taught by Chriſt's own mouth, that the 
works of the moral commandments of God are the 
very true works of faith, which lead to the life to 
come. But the blindneſs and malice of men hath 
ever been ready to fall from God and his law, and 
to invent a new way to ſalvation by works of their 
own device. Therefore Chriſt ſaid, '** You leave 
the commandments of God, to keep your own tra- 
ditions.” You muſt have an affured faith in God, 
love him, and dread to offend him evermore : then 
for his ſake love ail men, friends and foes, becauſe 
ahey are his cieation and image, and redeemed by 
Chrift as ye are. Kill not; commit no manner of 
adultery, in will nor in deed, &c. Thus in keeping 
the commandments of God | wherein ſtandeth his 
pure honour, and which, wrought in faith, he hath 
ordained to be the right trade and path-way to 
heaven] you ſhall not fail to come to everlailing 
life.” Hom. on Good Works, gd Part. 
*« Whercas God hath ſhewed to all that 7/ru/y 
believe his goſpel, his face of mercy in Jeſus 
| Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, which does ſo enlighten their hearts, that, 


it they behold it as they ought, they-are trans- 


formed to his image, and made partakers of the 
heavenly light, and of his Holy Spirit: ſo, if they 


after do neglect the ſame, and order not their lite 


according to his example and doctrine, he will take 


away from his kingdom, becauſe they bring not 
forth the fruit thereof. And if this will not 


ferve, but ſtill we remain diſobedient, behaving: 


ourſelves uncharitably, by diſdain, envy, malice, or 


by committing murder, adultery, or ſuch deteſtable 
works; then he threateneth us by terrible commi- 
nations, ſwearing in great anger, that whoſoever 
does theſe works ſhall never enter into his reſt, 
which is the kingdom of heaven.” Hom. ot: 


Falling from God, 1ſt Part. 


We do call for mercy in vain, f we will not" 


ſhow mercy to our neighbours. For zf we do not 
put wrath and diſpleaſure forth out of our hearts to- 


our brother, no more will God forgive the wrath 
that our fins have deſerved before him. For under 
this condition doth God forgive us, / we for- 


give others. God commands us to forgive, if we 
will have any part of the pardon which: Chriſt: 


purchaſed by ſhedding his precious blood, Let us 


then be favourable one to another, &c. By theſe 


means ſhall we move God to be merciful to our 


fins. He that hateth his brother * is the child of 


damnation and of the devil, curſed and hated of 


| God, /o long as he ſo remaineth. For as peace and 


charity make us the bleſſed children of God ; ſo do 


hatred and malice make us the curſed children of the 


devil.” Hom. for Good-Friday. | 


The Homily on Dres brings to my mind what 
you ſay, p. 957 upon that head. If I am not miſ- 


* Did not David once hate Uriah, as much as Jezebel did 


Naboth ? Was not innocent blood ſhed in both caſes, by means 
of ſanguinary letters? Is it to the honour of David, that be 
out- did Jezebel in kindly deſiring Uriah to carry his own deathe 
warrant to Joab ? FI 88 3 


C 2 taken, 
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taken, you quote Mr. Hervey in ſupport * of finery, 
which ſurpriſes me ſo much the more, as the plain- 


neſs of your dreſs is a practical anſwer to what can 
be advanced in ſupport of that branch of Antino- 
mianiſm. Permit me however to guard your orna- 
mented quotation in the plain nei vous language of 
our Church. After mentioning the round atiires of 
the head, expoſed by Iſaiab, ſhe ſays: No leſs 
truly is the vanity uſed among us. For the proud 
and haughty ſtomachs of the daughters of England, 
are ſo maintained with divers diſguiſed ſorts of 
coſtly apparel, that, as Tertullian ſaith, there is left 
no difference 1n apparel between an honeſt matron 
and a common ſtrumpet. Yea, many care not 


What they ſpend in diſguiſing themſelves, ever de- 


ſiring new toys, and inventing new faſhions. 


Therefore we muſt needs look for God's fearful 


vengeance from heaven, to overthrow our pride, 
as he overthrew Herod, who, in his royal apparel 
forgetting God, was ſmitten of an angel, and eaten 
up of worms.” jp 

+ But ſome vain women will object, all which 
we do, in decking ourſelves with gay apparel, is 


to pleaſe our huſbands, O moſt ſhametul anſwer, 


to the reproach of thy huſband! What couldſt thou 
ſay more to ſet out his fooliſhneſs; than to charge 
him to be pleaſed with the devil's atire ? Nay, 
nay, this 1s but a vain excuſe, of ſuch as go about to 

leaſe” (themſelves and) others, rather than their 
T ibands. She does but deſerve ſcorn, to ſet out 


all her commendation in Jewiſh and Heatheniſh 


apparel, and yet brag of her chriſtianity ; and ſome- 


* I blame, in the Second Check, p. 85, only ſuch profeſſors 


of godlineſs as © wear gold, pearl, and precious ſtones, when no 
diſtintion of office or Nate obliges them to do it.” As you find 


fault with this guarded doctrine, and infinuate, that I © dwindle 
the noble ideas of St. Paul into a meanneſs of ſenſe befitting the 
ſuperſtitious and contrated ſpirit of a hermit.” It neceffirily 
follows, that you plead for finery, or that you oppoſe me for 
oppolition's ſake, when you mean exatily the ſame thing with 
mes 0 | (KS 

| times 


. 


- 
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times ſhe is the cauſe of much deceit in her huſ- 
band's dealings, that ſhe may be the more gorge- - 
ouſly ſet out to the fight of the vain world. O 
thou woman, not a chriſtian, but woiſe than a 
Pagan, thou ſetteſt out thy pride, and makeſt of 
thy indecent apparel the devil's net to catch ſouls. 
Howſoever thou pertumeſt thyſelf, yet cannot thy 
beaſtlineſs be hidden. The more thou garnitheſt 
thyſelf with thele outward blazings, the leſs thou 
careſt for the inward garniſhing of thy mind. Heat, 


hear what Chriſt's holy Apoſtles do write.“ Then 
follow thoſe paſſages of St. Peter and St. Paul, 


which you ſuppoſe * I dp not rightly underſtand”? 
To convince you, however,*that our Church has - 
as much of * the ſuperſtitious and cgntrafted ſpirit : 
of a hermit” as myſelf, I ſhall plead a moment more - 
againſt finery, in her own words: The wife of 
an Heathen being aſked why ſhe wore no gold; ſhe - 
anſwered, that ſhe thought her huſband's virtues - 
ſufficient ornaments. How much more ought every 
chriſtian to think himſelt ſufficiently: gargiſhed with 
our. Saviour Chriſt's heavenly virtues! . But per- 
haps ſome will anſwer, that they muſt do ſomething 
to ſhew- their birth and Mobs. > as: though thele - 
things” (jewels-and finery ) © were not common to- 
thoſe who are molt vile: as though thy huſband's - 
riches could not be better beſtowed than in ſuch - 
ſuperfluities : as though when thou waſt chriſtened, 
thou didſt not renounce the pride of this world, . 
and the pomp of the fleſh, It thou ſayeſt, that the 
cuſtom is to be followed, I aſk of thee, . Whoſe - 
cuſtom ſhould be followed? Of the wiſe, or of 


| fools? If thou ſayeſt, Of the wiſe; then, I ſay, 


follow them; for fools cuſtoms, who ſhould follow. 
but fools. If any lewd cuſtom be uſed, be thou 
the firſt to break it: labour to diminiſh it, and lay 
it down, and thou ſhalt have more praiſe before: 
God by it, than by all the glory of ſuch ſuper. - 
fluity. I ſpeak not againſt convenient apparel, for 


every ftate agreeable; but againſt the ſuper fluity, 


whereby thou and thy hulband are compelled-t6. 
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rob the poor, tv maintain thy coſllineſs. Hear how 

holy queen Eſther ſetteth out theſe goodly orna- 

ments, as they are called, when in order to ſave 
God's people {he put them on: Thou knoweſt, O 

| Lord, the neceſſity which I am driven to, to put on 

j this apparel, and that I abhor this ſign of pride, 

| and that I defy it as a filthy cloth.” Hom. againſt 

Exceſs of Apparel. | 

So far is our Church from fiding with Antino- 

mian Solifidianiſm, which perpetually decries good 

| works, that ſhe rather leans to the other extreme. 

If © Popery is about half way between Proteſtan- 

tiſm and the Minutes,” you will hardly think that 

the maſs itſelf is a Quarter of the way, between Dr. 

Criſp's ſcheme, and the following propoſitions ex- 

tracted from the Homily on Alms.- Deeds. 

«* Moſt true is that ſaying of St. Auguſtin, Via 
cal pauper eſt, relieving of the poor is the right 
way to heaven, Chrilt promiſeth a reward to thoſe 
| who give but a cup of cold water in his name to 
ji them that have need of it; and that reward is the 
. kingdom of heaven. No doubt therefore God 
| regardeth highly, that which he rewardeth ſo libe- 
| rally. He that hath been liberal to the poor, let 
| him know that his godly doings are accepted, and 
1 thankfully taken at God's hands, which he will 
requite with double and treble; for fo ſays the wiſe 


man: He who ſheweth mercy to the poor, doth | 

lay his money in bank to the Lord for a large in- 

[! tereſt and gain; the gain being chiefly the pol- 

1 ſeſſion of the life everlaſting, through the merits of 
Chriſt.” | leet”. | TY 

10 When our Church has given us this ſtrong doſe 

1 of legality, that ſne may by a deſperate remedy re- 

| move a Lame diſeaſe, and kill or cure the Anti- 

| nomian fpirit in all ber children; left the violent 

medicine ſhould hurt us, ſhe, like a prudent mo- 

ther, inſtantly adminiſters the following balſamic 
correflive. | eric fl 

| „Some will ſay, If charitable works are able to 

reconcile us to God, and deliver us from. damnation, 
| then 
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then are Chriſt's merits defaced ; then are we juſ- 
tified by works, and, by our deeds may we merit 
heaven. But underſtand, dearly beloved, that no 
godly men, when they, in extolling the dignity, 
profit, and effect of virtuous. and liberal alms, 4 
ſay that it bringeth us to the favour of God, do 
mean that our work is the original cauſe of our 
acceptance before God, &c. for that were indeed 


to deface Chriſt, and to defraud him of his glory. 
But they mean, that the Spirit of God mightily 


working in them who ſeemed before children of 
wrath, they declare by their outward deeds, that 
they are the undoubted children of God.—By their 


tender ptty (wherein they ſhew themſelves to be 


like Aznto God) they declare openly and manifeſtly 
unto the fight of all men, that they are the ſons of 
God. For as the good fruit does argue the good- 


neſs of the tree, ſo doth the good deed of a man 


prove the goodneſs of him that doeth it.“ 
In juſtice to our holy Church, whom ſome re- 
preſent as a Patroneſs of Antinomianiſm; in bro. 


tberly love to you, honored Sir, who ſeem to judge 


of her doctrines by a few expreſſions which cuſtom 
made her uſe after St. Auguſtin ; in tender compaſ- 
ſion to many of her members who are ſtrangers to 
her true ſentiments; and in common humanity. to 


Mr. Weſley, who is perpetually accuſed of erecting 


Popery upon her ruins ; I have preſented you with 


this extract from our Homilies. If you lay by the 
veil of prejudice, which keeps the light from your 
| honeſt heart, I humbly hope it will convince you, 


that, our Church nobly contends for St. James's 


evangelical legality : that ſhe pleads for the reward- 
ableneſs (which 1s all we underſtand by the merit) 
of works, gf ad ſtronger terms than Mr. Weſley 
does in the 


the inſtrumentality of a lively faith, and the evi- 
dence of good works, as there is opportunity to do 


them, ſhe tears up Calviniſm and Antinomian de- 


luſions by the very roots. EG STORY 
wy: Leaving 


ae Minutes; and that in perpetually mak 
ing our juſtification, merited by Chrift, turn upon 
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Leaving you to conſider, how you ſhall bring 
about a reconciliation between your Fourth Letter 
and our godly Homilies, I ſhall juſt take the li- 

berty to remind you, that when you entered, or 
took your Degrees at Oxtord, you ſubſcribed to the- 

Articles; the gth of which declares, that “the 
Homilies contain a godly and wholeſome doctrine, 
neceſſary for theſe” Papiſtical and Antinomian 
« times.” That, keeping clear from both ex- 
tremes, we may evidence the godlineſs of that: doc- 
trine, by the ſoundneſs of our publications; and 
the exemplarineſs of our condutt,. is the cordial 

rayer of, Honored and dear Sir, your obedient 
Read in the Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies ol 
the Church of England, n 


nnn . 
To RICHARD HILL, Eſq; 


Hor.ored and dear Sir, | 


FN my laſt, I endeavoured to ſnio you, that our 
Church, far from warping to Criſpianity, ſtrongly. 
inforces St, James's undefiled religion: le. us now 
ſee what more modern Divines, eſpecially the Pu- 
ritan, thought about the important ſubjett of our 
controverly.. 
Page 13, you oppoſe the doftrine which yok. 
have (p. 11.) ſo heartily wiſhed to be firmly efta- 
bliſhed in the mouth of two witneſſes, © If Mr, 
Whitefield had been now living, ſay you, 1 doubt 
not but he would have told you, that if need ſhould 
be, he was ready to offer himſelf among the fore. 
moſt of thoſe true Proteſtants, who, you tell us, 
could have burned againſt the doctrine of a fecond 
juſtification by works. And as to the Puritan Di- 
vines, there is not one of the many hundreds of 
them, but what abhorred the doctrine of a ſecond. 
zuſtificativn by works, as full of rottenneſs and 
deadly 
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deadly poiſon. Surely then it is not without juſ- 
tice that I accuſe you of the groſſeſt perverſions and 
miſrepreſentations, that perhaps ever proceeded 
from any author's pen. The aſhes of that labo- 
rious man of God, Mr. Whitcheld, you have raked 
up, in order to bring him as a coadjutor to- ſupport 
your toitering dotirine of a ſecond juſtification by 
works.” And again, p. 91, and 92, I am not 
afraid to challenge Mr. Tir, to fix _m one Pro- 
teſtant Miniſter, either Puritan or of the Church 
of England, from the beginning of the Reforma- 
tion to the reign of Charles the Second, who held 
the doctrines he has been contending for.“ 
Sure I am, that you have grieved many a pious 
heart among our Diſſenting Brethren, by GR 
upon their venerable anceſtors ſuch a ſpurious off- 
ſpring, as can only trace its deſcent from the loins 
ot the man of ſin, by whom it was begotten, out of 
the mother of abominations, the ſcarlet Babyloniſh 
whore, which fitteth upon many waters.” 

— Your. charges and challenge, 1 Sir, deſerve 
an anſwer, not becauſe they fix the blot of the groſ- 
ſeſt perverſions upon my inſignificant character; but 
becauſe they repreſent the holy Apoſtle James, 
. whoſe doctrines I vindicate, as the man of in, 
. begetting his undefiled religion out of the ſcarlet 
. Babyloniſh whore. I begin with what you ſay 
about Mr. Whitefield. | 
I never thought he was clear in the doftrine of 
our Lord, ©. In the day of judgment by thy words 
. ſhalt thou be juſtified ;” for it he had ſeen it inns 
Proper light, he would inflantly have renounced + 
Calviniſm. All I have aſſerted is, that the moſt 
eminent Miniſters, Mr. Whitefteld himſelf not ex- 
cepted, perpetually allude to that doctrine, when 
their enlarged hearts (under a full gale of God's 
free Spirit) get clear of the ſhallows of bigotry, 
or the narrow channels of their favourite ſyſtems : 
tor then, ſailing in deep water, and regardleſs of 
the rocks of offence, they cut their eaſy way through 
the raging billows of oppoſition, _ ſpeak all 8 e 
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truth as it is in Jeſus; or at leaſt allude (this was 
my expreſſion, fee Second Check, p. 7,) to what, 
at another time, they would perhaps oppoſe with 
all. their might. 

And do you not, honored Sir, allow that Mr. 
Whitefield did this in the application of his ſermons 
with regard to my doctrine, when you ſay (p. 15.} 
+ All that can be gathered from his expreſſions, is, 
that he believed there would be a great and awful 
day, in which all whe ſit under the ſound of the 
goſpel, ſhall be called to give a ſolemn account of 
what they hear, and every Miniſter as ſolemn an 
account of the doctrine delivered by him.” To con- 
vince you, that you grant me alt I contended for, 
permit me to aſk, whether this folemn account will 
be in order to a mock-trial, or to the ſolemn juſti- 
fication or condemnation mentioned by our Lord, 
Matt. xii. 97? If you afficm the former, you tra- 
duce heavenly wiſdom, you blaſpheme Jeſus Chriſt > 
i the latter, you give up the point; our hearing 
and ſpeaking, 1. e. our works, will turn evidence 
for or againſt us in the day of judgment; and ac- 
cording to their depoſition, the ſcale of abſolution 
and condemnation will turn for heaven or hell. 

Let therefore the public judge, who wrongs Mr. 
Whitefield ; I, who repreſent him as ſpeaking agree- 
ably to the plain words of his heavenly Maſter, 
Matt. xii. 7; or you, dear Sir, who make him 
advance as a zealot at the head of a body of pre- 


judiced men, to burn againſt as explicit and im- 


portant a declaration as ever dropped from the Re- 
deemer's lips. I ſay important; becauſe the mo- 
ment you ſtrike at our juſtification by works in the 
laſt day, you ſtrike at the doctrine of a day of judg- 
ment; and the moment that fundamental dottrine is 
overthrown, natural and revealed religion fink in a. 
heap of common ruins. 

Paſs we on now to the other reaſon, for which 
you, * accuſe me of the groſſeſt miſrepreſentations 
and perverſions that perhaps ever proceeded from 
any author's pen.“ I have atkgmed, Second Check, 


p. 7: 


% 
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P. 7: that all the “ ſober Puritan Divines have 
direttly or * znd:redly aſſerted a ſecond Juſtification 
by works; and you te} us, p. 13, © There is not 
one of them but what abhorred it, as full of rotten- 
neſs and deadly poiſon.” One of us is undoubtedly 
miſtaken ; for our propoſitions are diametrically op- 
polite, Let us ſee who is the man. 
To diſpute about words is unbecoming 'men of 
reaſon and religion ; and that we may not be guilty 
of bis common abſurdity, and oppoſe one another, 
when perhaps we mean the ſame thing, permit me 
to ſtate the queſtion as clearly as I poſſibly can. 
Not conſidering the mer itorious, but the inſtrumen- 
tal cauſe of our juſtification, I aſk : in the day of 
judgment, ſhall we be juſtified or condemned b 
the works which Chriſt did in the days of his fleſh, 
or by the works which we ourſelves do in the days 
of our fleſh ?=Or, in other terms, Shall we be 
juſtified by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to 
us, as Calvin ſuppoſes it was imputed to David in 
Uriah's bed? Or by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt im- 
planted in us, as it was implanted in David when 
his eyes ran down with water becauſe men kept not 
God's law ?Or, if you pleaſe, Shall we be juſ- 
tified by Chriſt's loving God and man for us? Or 
by our loving God and man ourſelves? The former. 
of thoſe ſentiments is that of Dr. Criſp, and all 


his admirers : that the latter was the ſentiment of 


Dr. Owen, and all the ſober Puritan Divines, when 
they regarded Chriſt more than Calvin, I prove 
thus: 

Dr. Owen, (the pious and learned champion of the 
Calviniſts in the laſt century, whom you quote, p. 
950 ſpeaking in his Treatiſe on Juſtification, p. 222, 
of one juſtified at his converſion, ſays, That God 
does indiſpenſably require of him perſonal obedi- 
ence, which may be called is evangelical righ- 


Theſe were my limited expreſſions. 
teouſneſs 


— 
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teouſneſs; — That this righteouſneſs is “ pleadable 
unto an acquitment againſt any charge from Satan, 
the world, or our own conſciences; - -That upon 15 
we ſhall be declared righteous in the laſt day; and 
without ic none ſhall, And if any ſhall think 
meet from hence to conclude unto an evangelical 
Juſtification, or call God's 4 of our righ- 
teouſneſs by that name, I ſhall by no means con- 
tend + with them. Whenever this enquiry is made, 
ho a man that profeſſeth evangelical faith in Chriſt, 
ſhall be tried and judged; and whereon, as ſuch, 
be ſhall be zu/izfied; we grant that it is, and mult 
be, by kts own per/onal obedience.” 2 
This important quotation is produced by D. Wil- 
liams, in his Goſpel Truth vindicated againſt Dr. 
Criſp's Opinions, p. 149. It is introduced to con- 
firm the following Goſpel Truth. © The Lord Jeſus 
has of grace, for his own merits, promiſed to bring 
to heaven ſuch as are partakers of true holineſs, and 
do good works perleveringly : and he appoints 
theſe, as the way and means of a believer's ob- 
taining falvation ; requiring them as indiſpenſable 
1 duties, and qualifications of all ſuch whom he will 
[1 ſave and bleſs; and excluding all that want and 
4 neglect them, or live under the power of what is 
1 contrary thereto,” Here 1s evidently the pure doc- 
| trine of the Minutes, and the undefiled religion 
| of St. James. | 
= The ſame judicious author, in his preface, ſpeaks 
| thus upon the ſubject of our Controverſy. * The 
revival of theſe (Dr. Criſp's) errors, muſt not only 
exclude that miniſtry as legal, which is moſt apt to 


* I have ſhewn in the Vindication, how David and Ezekiel 
pleaded this righteouſneſs before God. Another inſtance of 
this plea I lately found in Nehemiah. That man of God, after 
deſcribing his royal hoſpitality, and tender regard for the poor, 
ſays, “ Think upon me, my God, for good, according to all 
that I have done for this people,” Neb. v. 19. 


+ Who indeed would contend with them, but fach as are not 
afraid of flying in the face of St. Paul and Jeſus Chriſt ? Sce 


| Rom, ii. 13. and Matt. xii. 37» 
2 ſecure 
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ſecure” the practical power of religion; but alſo 
render unity among chriſtians impoſſible. Mutuak 
cenſures are unavoidable; while one fide” (the 
fober Puritans) “ preſs the terms of the goſpel, un- 
der its promiſes and threats, for which they are ac- 
cuſed as enemies to Chriſt and grace; and the other 
fide” (the followers. of Dr. Criſp) © 1gnorantly ſet 


up the name of Chriſt and free grace, »gaint the 


government of Chriſt and the rule of judgment.” 
believe, many abettors of theſe miſtakes are 


| honeſtly” zealous © for the honor of free grace, but 


have not light to ſee how God has provided for 
this. By this pretence Antinomiamifm corrupted 
Germany; it bid fair to overthrow church and fate 
in New. En land; and by its ſtroke at the vitals of 
religion it alarmed moſt of the pulpits in England. 
Many of our ableſt pens were engaged againſt theſe 
errors; as Mr. Gataker, Mr. Rutherford, Anthony 
Burgeſs, the provincial Sy nod at London; with very, 
many others, whoſe. labours God was pleaſed to 
bleſs to the ſtopping of the attempts of Criſp, by 
name” oppoſed by the aforeſaid Divines, Saltmarſh, 
Eaton,“ &. | 
To the grief of ſuch as perceive the tendency 
of theſe principles, we are engaged in a new oppo- 
ſition, or muſt betray the truth as it is in Jeſus, I 
believe many abettors of theſe notions, have grace 
to preſerve their minds and practices from their in- 
fluence: But they ought to conſider, that the ge- 
nerality of mankind have no ſuch antidote ; and they. 
themſelves need not fortify their own temptations, 
nor loſe the defence which the wiſdom of God has 
provided againſt remiſſneſs in duty, and ſinful back. 
flidings,” 0 8 
In this preſent. teſtimony to the Truth of the 
Goſpel, 1 have ſtudied plainneſs. To the beſt of 
my knowledge T have in nothing miſrepreſented 1 
* opinions, nor miſtaken his ſenſe: for moſt 
of hem be oft ſtudiouſly pleads: of each I could 
multiply proofs, and all of them are neceſſary for 
Vor, III. | D | hie 
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teouſneſs; — That thzs righteouſneſs is “ pleadable 
unto an acquitment againſt any charge from Satan, 
the world, or our own conſciences ;---That upon 25 
we ſhall be declared righteous in the laſt day; and 
without it none ſhall, And if any ſhall think 


meet from hence to conclude unto an evangelical 


Juſtification, or call God's 8 of our righ- 


teouſneſs by that name, I ſhall by no means con- 


tend + with them. Whenever this enquiry is made, 


how a man that profeſſeth evangelical faith in Chriſt, 
ſhall be tried and judged; and whereon, as ſuch, 
be ſhall be juſtiſied; we grant that it is, and mult 
be, by kts own per/onal obedience.” 


This important quotation 1s produced by D. Wil. | 


liams, in his Goſpel Truth vindicated againſt Dr. 
Criſp's Opinions, p. 149. It is introduced to con- 
frm the fol 

has of grace, for his own merits, promiſed to bring 


to heaven ſuch as are 133 of true holineſs, and 


do good works perſeveringly: and he appoints 
theſe, as the way and means of a believer's ob- 


taining falvation ; requiring them as indiſpenſable 


duties, and qualifications of all ſuch whom he will 
ſave and bleſs; and excluding all that want and 
neglect them, or live under the power of what is 
contrary thereto.” Here 1s evidently the pure doc- 
trine of the Minutes, and the undefiled religion 
of St. James. i 

The ſame judicious author, in his preface, ſpeaks 


thus upon the ſubject of our Controverſy. The 


revival of theſe (Dr. Criſp's) errors, muſt not only 


exclude that miniſtry as legal, which is moſt apt to 


* IT have ſhewn in the Vindication, how David and Ezekiel 
pleaded this righteouſneſs before God. Another inſtance of 
this plea I lately found in Nehemiah. That man of God, after 


deſcribing his royal hoſpitality, and tender regard for the poor, 
ſays, „Think upon me, my God, for good, according to all 


that I have done for this people,” Neb. v. 19. 


+ Who indeed would contend with them, but fuch as are not 


afraid of flying in the face of St. Paul and Jeſus Chriſt? See 


Rom. ii. 23. and Matt. xii. 37. 
| ſecure 


lowing Goſpel Truth. The Lord Jeſus 


ern 1 1 8830 880 1 . 
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ſecure the practical power of religion; but alſo 
render unity among chriſtians impoſſible. Mutual 
cenſures are unavoidable; while one fide” (the 
fober Puritans) * preſs the'terms of the Febr. un- 
der its promiſes and threats, for which they are ac- 
cuſed as enemies to Chriſt and grace; and the other 
ſide” (the followers. of Dr. Criſp) © ignorantly ſet 
up the name of Chriſt and free grace, »gainlt the 
government of Chriſt and the rule of e 
«I believe, many abettors of theſe miſtakes are 
honeſtly zealous for the honor of free grace, but 
have not light to ſee how God has provided for 
this. By this pretence Antinomianiſm corrupted 
Germany; it bid fair to overthrow church and fate 
in New. Kgland; and by its ſtroke at the vitals of 
religion it alarmed moſt of the pulpits in England. 
Many of our ableſt pens were engaged againſt theſe 
errors ; as Mr, Gataker, Mr.” Rutherford, Anthony 
Burgeſs, the provincial Synod at London; with very, 
many others, whoſe labours God was pleaſed to 
bleſs to the ſtopping of the attempts of Criſp, by, 
name oppoſed by the aforeſaid Divines, Saltmarſh, 
Eaton, &c. -- — 
To the grief of ſuch as perceive the tendency 
of theſe principles, we are engaged in a new oppo- 
ſition, or muſt betray the truth as it is in Jeſus, I 
believe many abettors of theſe notions, have grace 
to preſerve their minds and practices from their in- 
fluence: But they ought to conſider, that the ge- 
nerality of mankind have no ſuetrantidote ; and they 
themſelves need not fortify their own temptations, 
nor loſe the defence which the wiſdom of God has 
provided againſt remiſſneſs in duty, and ſinful back. 
flidings.““ — | 7h 
* In this preſent. teſtimony to the Truth of the 
Goſpel, 1 have ſtudied plainneſs. To the beſt of 
my knowledge I have in nothing miſrepreſented 
Criſp's opinions, nor miſtaken his ſenſe: for moſt 
of them he oft tudiouſly pleads : of each I could 
multiply proofs, and all of them are neceſſary for 
Vo. III. | D his 
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his ſcheme, though not conſiſtent with all his other 
occaſional dw: Fry. 

The whole works of D. Williams, and conſe- 
quently the preceding quotations, have the remark- 
able ſanction of the following certificate. We, 
whole names are ſubſcribed, do judge that our 
Rev. Brother has, in all that is material, fully and 
rightly ſtated the Truths and Errors mentioned as 
ſuch, in the following Treatiſe. And do account 
he has in this work, done conſiderable ſervice to 
the Church of Chriſt: adding our prayers, that 

theſe labours of his may be a mean — reclaiming 
thoſe who have been miſled into ſuch dangerous 
opinions; and for eſtabliſhing thoſe that wave, in 
any of theſe Truths.” Signed by near fifty Puritan 
Miniſters, the firſt of whom is William Bates, and 
the laſt Edmund Calamy, two of the greateſt Preach- 
ers in the laſt century. | 

The following appendix cloſes the certificate, © I 
have by me near as many worthy names, ſuch as 
Mr. Weodhouſe, Mr. Hallet, Mr. Boys, &c. who 
have approved of this work. But I think this 
number ſufhcient, to convince the world, that the 
Preſbyterian Miniſters, at leaſt, eſpouſe not the An- 
tinomian dotages: yea, I am credibly informed, 
that the moſt learned country Miniſters, of the 
congregational perſuaſion, diſallow the Errors here 
_ oppoſed, and are amazed at ſuch of their brethren 

in London, as are diſpleaſed with this book.” 
Now, dear Sir, you muſt either prove that what 
Dr. Owen, D. Williams, and ſuch a cloud of Puri. 
tan Divines, conſent to call an evangelical juſtifi- 
cation, in the laſt day, by our own perſonal obedi- 
ence, is not a juſtification ; or you muſt confeſs, 
that you have given the world a true ipecimen of 
Geneva-Logic, when you have declared that“ there 
is not one Puritan Divine but what abhorred the 
doctrine of ſuch a juſtification, as full of rotten- 
neſs and deadly poiſon.” And you muſt do me 


the juſlice to acknowledge you did not give your- 
ſelf time to weigh your words in the balance of 
| brotherly 
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brotherly kindneſs, when you accuſed me of ca- 
lumny and the groſſeſt perverſions that perhaps ever 

roceeded from any author's 2 for aſſerting what 
I thought my quotations from Mr. Henry ſuf- 
ficien'ly proved, and what your groundleſs charge 
has obliged me fully to demonſtrate. And now, 
permit me to apologize for the ſeverity of your 
conduct towards me by reminding my reader, that 
your great Diana was in ger, and that on fuch a 
trying occaſion, even a good man may be put into 
a hurry, and act, before he is aware, inconſiſtently 


with the chriſtian virtues which blazon his cha- 


racter. 

D. Williams's Goſpel Truth vindicated, might be 
confirmed by numberleſs quotations from Puritan 
authors, who direCtiy or indirectly aſſert a ſecond 
juſtification by works. Take one inſtance out of a 
thouſand : Anthony Burgeſs, Fellow of Emaniel- 
College in Cambridge, (I think, one of the ejetted 
Miniſters) ſpeaking in his twelfth Sermon of Obe- 
dience as a ſign of grace, concludes his Diſcoutle 
by this truly Anti-Criſpian paragraph. | 

„Art thou univerſal in thy obedience ? Then 
thou mayeſt . take comfort. Otherwiſe Know, if 
thou haſt not reſpect to all the ways and duties re- 


quired by God, thou wilt be confounded : though 


with Abab and Herod thou do many things, yea if 
not all things, confuſion will be upon thee. O then 
how few are there, who may claim a right to 
* 4 Many men have an external . ae 
only, and no intefnal; but moſt have a partial, and 
not entire, compleat obedience; therefore it is, 
that many are called, but fe choſen. Conſider that 
terrible expreſſion of St. James, ch. ii. 10, 11. 
where the Apoſtle informs belzevers, that if they 
are guilty but of that one fin, accepting of perſons, 
they are tranſgreſſors of the law in general, which 
he farther urgeth by this aſſertion, © He that keepeth 


Some of the Puritans underſtood by grace, a ſlate of juſli- 
fication and ſandti fication. J 4 
Dade all, 
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all, and offendeth in one, is guilty of all;“ not 
with the guilt of every particular ſin, but in reſpect 
of the authority of the lawgiver, according to that, 
« Curſed is every one that continueth not in every 
thing commanded by the law.” Seeing, therefore, 
God in regeneration does write his law iu our hearts, 
which does ſeminally contain the exerciſe of all 
holy actions; ſo that there cannot be an inſtance 
of any godly duty, of which God does not infuſe 
a principle in us: and ſeeing glorification will be 
univerſal of foul] and body, in all parts and facu]- 
ties, how necellary is it that ſanctification ſhould be 
univerſal ? Take heed therefore that the works of 
race in thee be not abortive or monſtrous, wanting 
_ eſſential and neceſſary parts. Let not thy ſhip be 
drowned by any one leak.” 
From this alarming quotation it appears, holy 
Calviniſt Miniſters ſaw, an hundred years ago, 
that if believers did not ſecure St. James's juſtifi- 
cation by univerſal obedience, the works « | grate 
in them would prove abortive, their hopes would 
periſh, their ſhip would ſink though by one leak 
only; and conſequently they would be condemned 
as Hymeneus and Philetus, in the day of judgment, 
And let none complain of the legality 2 this doc- 
tine ; for our Lord himſelf fully preached it, when 
he ſaid, * Except a man forlake all, he cannot be 
my Diſciple.” 5 
Take another inſtance of a later date. The Rev. 
Mr. Haweis, that bas diſtinguiſhed himſelf among 
the zealous Miniſters of our Church, who have. 
eſpouſed, Calvin's ſentiments, ſpeaks to the point, 
in the cOmment on Matt. xii. 37. * Not an idle 
word paſſes without the divine notice, but we 
muſt anſwer for it at the day of judgment. Wuth 
what circumſpection then ſhould we SS the door 
of our lips, when our eternal ſtate is to be deter- 
mined thereby, and our words muſt all be pro- 
duced at the bar of God as evidences of our juſti- 
fication or condemnation, and ſentence proceed 
accordingly.” If this is not maintaining, at leaſt, 
indirettly, 
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 SndireQly, juſtification by works in the day of judg- 
ment, my reaſon fails, and I can no more under- 
| Rand how two and two make four. 

Mr. Madan himſelf, if I am not miſtaken, grants 
what I contend 'for, in the very title of one his 
Sermons, * Juſtification by works reconciled with 
Juſtification by faith,” &c. but much more in the 
following paſſages, which I extract from it. 

In every perſon that is juſtified three particu- 
Jars concur, (1) The meritorious cauſe of our juſti- 
fication, which is Chriſt, (2) The inſtrumental 
cauſe, which is faith—and then the juſtification in 
the text“ [Ye ſee how that by works a man is juſ- 
tified, and not by faith only | © which is to be un- 
derſtood in a declarative ſenſe—no perſon being 
juſtified in Paul's ſenſe, that is not alſo in the ſenſe 
of our text,” 1. e. in the ſenſe of St. James. 

The truth contained 1n this laſt ſentence, is the 
rampart of practical chriſtianity, and the ground of 
the Minutes. If Mr. Madan conſiders what his 
propoſition neceſſarily imphes, I am perſuaded, he 
will not only fide with Mr. Weſley againſt the Be- 
nedictine Monk, but alſo give up Calviniſm, with 
which his aſſertion is no more reconcileable, than 
. It 1s with what you, Sir, call “a winter” (and T bes 
leave to name an Antinomian) “ ftate,” in which 
we are ſuppoſed to be juſtified in Paul's ſenſe, while 
we fly in the face of St. James, by the commiſſion 
of adultery and murder. | 

The fame eminent Miniſter aſks in the ſame 
diſcourſe, * What does ù profit, though a man ſay 
he hath faith and bave not works? Can faith ſave 
him? (Can faith ſave David in Uriah's bed? 
Can it ſave Solomon worſhipping Aſhtaroth, per- 
taps with his ſeven hundred wives and three hun- 
dred concubines!) © 1. e. Such a faith as has not 
works, as is not productive of the fruit of the Spirit 
in the heart and life? Is this ſaving faith? Cer- 
tainly not; for ſuch a faith wants the evidence of 
its being true and real, and nothing but true faith 
can lave, If my faith does not produce the proper 

| —_ 4% fruits, 
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fruits, it is no better than the devil's faith. We 
have no Scripture teſtimony. of our being any other 
than the devil's children, unleſs we evidence the 
truth of our faith, by ſhewing forth the genuine 
fruits and works of faith. All this the Apoſtle 
confirms, v. 20. 26. Faith without works is dead. 
Is the body without the ſpirit is dead, ſo faith 
without works is dead alſo.“ 
This excellent paſſage is the demolition of Cal- 
viniſm, and the very doftrine of the Minutes, if 
you except the article about te word merit, which I 
do not read in our author's ſermon. However, p. 
12, I find the word deſerve in the following im- 
portant queſtion: * How can we not only — 
the penalty threatened, but deſerve the rewards 
promiſed under the law?” And as I do not under. 
ſtand * ſplitting a hair,” I think that the two ex- 
preſſions, meriting and deſerving, when duly con- 
_frdered, are not as wide as eaſt is from weſt : And 
I fear, that if Mr. Wefley is an heretic, tor uſing 
the former at a conference among friends; Mr. 
Madan is not quite orthodox, for uſing the latter 
in St. Vedaſt's church before friends and enemies. 
But as this queſtion may turn upon ſome nicety 
of the Engliſh language, which, as a foreigner, 
I have not yet oblerved, I drop it, to obviate an 
objection. | | | 
: You will perhaps fay, that all the above-men- 
rioned authors, being ſound Calviniſts, hold your 
election, and that you could produce paſſages out 
of their writings, abſolutely irreconcileable with 
the preceding quotations. To this I reply, that a 
volume of ſuch paſlages, inſtead of invalidating the 
doctrine which I maintain, would only prove, that 
the peculiarities of Calvin are ab/olutely irrecon- 
cileable with St. James's undefiled religion; and that 
even the moſt judicious Calviniſts cannot make 
their ſcheme hang tolerably together. Sed? 
I hope, Sir, the preceding pages will convince my 
readers, that you have ſpoken unwarily, when you 
have aflerted, that there 35 not one of the _ _— 
N . 
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dred Puritan divines, but what abhorred my doc- 
trine as full of rottenne/s and that the author of 
Goliah Hain has been rather too forward in chals 
lenging me to fix upon one Proteſtant minifter, either 
Puritan, or of the Church of England, who to the 
reign of Charles the Second held the dottrine I have 
been contending jor. | ke; 

Your challenge, provokes me to imitation : and 
I conclude this letter by challenging you, in m 
turn, to fix upon a man who will expoſe your 7 4 
takes more bluntly, and yet eſteem and love you 
more cordially, than honored and dear Sir, your 
moſt obedient Servant in Tr pure religion, 

« OHN FLETCHER, 


LETTER IV. 


To RICHARD HILL, Eſq; 
Honored and dear Sir, 


EFORE I take my leave of the Puritan wri- 
ters, you will permit me to make ſome obſer. 
vations upon the fault you find with my quoting one 
of them. Page 94, you introduce a judictous, wor- 
thy, reverend friend, charging me with having moſt 
notorzoufly perverted the quotation which 1 pro- 
duced out of Flavel, (Vind. p. 46;) and you ſtamp 
with your approbation, his exclamation on the ſub- 
Je, Could you have expected ſuchi difingenuity from 
Madeley ! | | = 
Now, Sir, full of dihngenuity as you ſuppoſe me 
to be, I can yet act with frankne/s. And to con- 
vince you of it, I publicly ſtand to my quotation, 
and charge your worthy friend with—W hat ſhall I 
all it? -A groſs miſtake. My quotauon I had 
from that judicious Puritan divine D. Williams, 
who, far from notoriouſly perverting the ſenſe of 
the miniſters that drew up Flavel's preface, has 
weakened it by leaving out ſome excellent Anti- 
A Criſpian 
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Criſpian ſentences. Permit me to puniſh your 
friend for his haſty charge, by laying the whole 
paſſage before my readers; reminding them, that 
only the ſentences encloſed in crotchets, . ] are 
quoted in the Vindication. \ KA 
A body of ſeven eminent divines, all friends, it 
ſeems, to Criſp, but enemies to his antinomian 
dotages, charitably endeavour to apologize for him, at 
the — time that they recommend Flavel's Treatiſe 
on mental errors in general, and on An!inomiani/m 
in particular, where Criſp is oppoled by name. 
Having mentioned two ſimilar propoſitions of his, 
viz. [* Salvation is not the end of any thing wer lo 
And We are to at from ae. not for life,” } they bear 
this full teſtimony againſt the ablurdity which they 
contain. | . 
[It were in effect to abandon human nature,] 
and to fin againſt a very fundamental law of our 
creation, not to intend our own felicity: it were 
to make our firſt and moſt deeply fundamental. 
duty in one great eſſential branch of it, our fin, viz. 
To take the Tard tor our God: for to take him 
for our God, moſt eſſentially includes our takin 
him for our ee good, which we all know is 
included in the notion of the {aft end: it were to 
make it unlawful to ſtrive egainſt all fin, and par- 
ticularly againſt ſinful averſion from God, wherein 
hes the very death of the ſoul; or the ſum of its 
miſery ; or to ſtrive after perfect conformity to God 
in holineſs, and the full fruition of him, wherein 
the ſoul's final ble ſſedneſs does principally conſiſt.“ 
* [It were to teach us to violate the great pre- 
cepts of the goſpel, ] © Repent that your ſins may 
be blotted out—Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate, 
— work out your own ſalvation with fear and trem- 
bling: —to obliterate the patterns and precedents 
ſet before us in the goſpel, We have believed in 
Jeſus Chriſt, that we might be juſtified—I keep 
under my body left I ſhould be caſt away—that 
thou mayeſt ſave thyſelf, and them that hear 1 
5 | : . 66 It | 
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lt were to ſuppoſe-us bound to do more for the 
ſalvation of others, than our own] ſalvation. We 
are required to ſave others with fear, plucking 
them out of the fire. Nay, we were not (by this 
rule ſtriftly underſtood) ſo much as to pray for our 
own ſalvation, which is a doing ſomewhat ; when, 
no doubt, we are to pray for the ſucceſs of the goſ- 
pel, to this purpoſe, on behalf of other men.” 

It were to make all the threatenings of eternal 
death, and promiſes of eternal life, we find in the 
* of our bleſſed Lord, uſeleſs, as motives to 

un the one, and obtain the other:] For they can 
be motives no way, but as the eſcaping the former, 
and the attainment of the other, have wich us the 
place and conſideration of an end.“ . 

It makes what is mentioned in the Scripture, as 
the character and commendation of the moſt emi- 
nent ſaints, a fault,] as of Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob; that they /ought the better and heavenly 
country ; and plainly declared that they did ſo; 
my neceſſarily implies their making it their 
end.“ . 

Now, honored Sir, it lies upon you to prove, 
that becauſe Mr. Williams and I have not produced 
all that makes againſt you, we are goilty of a met 
notortous perverfion® of the quotation, If you 2 

| that 


* Want of argument in a bad cauſe, which prope will de- 
fend at allevents(if I may uſe the words which Mr. Hill too 
haſtily lends me in his book, but juſtly claims as his own in the 
errata) obliges them to fly to e e. charges. Zelus arma mi- 
niſtrat. eir Diana is in danger: they muſt raiſe duſt, and 
make a noiſe, to divert the attention of the reader from the 
point: who knows but ſhe may eſcape in the hurry ? At the end 
of the above-mentioned quotation, I had added three lines, to 
throw ſome light upon the laſt clauſe, which D. Williams had 
cut off too ſhort, As I did not encloſe them in commas, it 
never entered into my mind, that any body would cbarge me 
with preſenting them as a quotation, nor do they in the leaſt 
miſrepreſent, much leſs pervert the ſenſe of the authors. Upon 

+ at 


tis however, my Opponent brings me to a trial. But | 


Jorg ing guotations; he is not lo mild, p. 27. 1 have ob- 


5 97, he lets me eſcape, without condemning me point blank 
or 
ſerved 
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that the perverſion I am charged with, conſiſts in 
ſaying, that the divines who wrote Flavel's preface, 
were ſhocked at Criſp's doftrine, when they never- 
theleſs apologize for his perſon : Ireply, that their 
apology confirms my aflertion, even more than 
their arguments; for they fay, t is likely the 
Dedor meant,” [juit what Mr. Weſley does,” 
** that we ſhould not work for life only, without 
aiming at working from life alſo. For it ts not 
tolerable charity to ſuppoſe, that one would de- 
liberately Jay, that faluation is not the end of any 
good work we do, or that we are not to work for 


| liſe 
ſerved in the Second Check, p. 46. that Mr. Weſley in his 
Minutes guards the foundation of the goſpel by the two clauſes, 
where he mentions the excluſion of the merit of works in point 
of ſalvation, and believing in Chriſt. The two clauſes I preſent 
in one point of view, in the very words of the Minutes, although 
not in the tenſe of the verb belteving, thus: Not by the merit 
of works,” but by * believing in Chriſt.” My Opponent ig 
pleaſed here to overlook the commas, which ſhow, that I pro- 
duce two different places of the Minutes; and then he im- 
pn his own overſight thus, ** Forgeries of this kind have 
ong paſſed for no crime with Mr. Weſley. I did not think you 
would have followed him in theſe ungenerous artifices, which 
muſt unavoidably fink the writer in our eſteem. But I am 
ſorry to ſay, Sir, that this is not the only ſtratagem of this ſort, 
which you have made uſe of: Inſtance,” your bringing in Mr. 
Whitefield as a maintainer of a ſecond juſtification by works, 
& c. &c. —The bare mention of ſuch groundleſs accuſations 
being a ſufficient refutation of them, I ſhall cloſe this note by 
obſerving, that the pure religion which I vindicate, is too well 
grounded on Scripture, to need the ſupport, either of the pre- 
tended forgeries which my Opponent contrives for me, or of 
the blackening charges, which he is forced to produce for want 
of better arguments. | 
In almoſt any other but my Opponent, I ſhould think, that 
this ſeverity proceeded from prlpable diſingenuity ; but my re- 
ſpect for him does not permit me to entertain ſuch a 8 
I urge for his excuſe, the inconceivable ſtrength of prejudice 


and the fatal tendency of his favourite ſyſtem. Yes, O Cal- 
viniſm, upon thee I charge the miſtakes of my antagomſt ! If 
at any time his benevolent temper is ſowered, thy leaven has 
done it. It is by thy powerful influence that he diſcovers a 
forgery, where there is not ſo much as the Printer's omiſſion of 


a comma to countenance bis diſcovery.—It is through oor 2 
de | | whic 
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life in the rigid ſenſe of the words.” And they 


profeſs their hopes, that, wpor conſideration, he 
would preſently unſay it, (namely, the abſurd pro- 
poſition, ** We are not to work for life) being calmly 
reaſoned with.” 7 

Thus hoped thoſe pious divines concerning 
Criſp; and thus I once hoped alſo concerning his 
admirers. . But, alas! experience has Janes my 
hope; for, when they have been * calmly reaſoned 
with,” *they have ſhewn themſelves much- more 
ready to un/ay what they had ſaid right, than what 
the Doctor had ſaid wrong: and to this day they 
publicly defend thoſe aninomian dotages, which the 


which thou raiſeſt, that he ſees in the works of one of our moſt 
correct authors, nothing but regular ſeries of inconſiſtencies, 
a wheel of contradiction running round and round again.“ 
Thou lendeſt him thy deceitful glaſs, when he looks at my 
Second Check and cries out, ** Baſe and ſhocking ſlander ! 
Acrimonious, bitter and low /neers! Horrid miſrepreſentations, 
and notorious perverſions ! Abominable beyond all the reſt! A 
wretched ſpirit of low ſarcaſm and ſlanderous banter runs thro? 
the whole book, which contains more than an hundred cloſe 
pages, as totally void of Scriptural argument, as they are re- 
plete with calumny, groſs pity as equivocations,” —and a 
« doftrine full of rottenneſs and deadly poiſon, the ſpurious 
offspring of the man of fin, begotten out of the ſcarlet whore.“ 
beg my readers would not think the worſe of my Opponent's 
candor, on account of theſe ſevere charges. In one ſenſe the 
appear to me very moderate: for who can wonder, that a good, 
miſtaken man, who finds Calvin's everlaſting, abſolute, and un- 
conditional reprobation in the mild oracles of the God of love, 
ſhould find forgery, vile ſlander, calumny, horrid perverfions, 
deadly poiſon, &c. in my ſharp Checks; and perpetual contra- 
dictions in Mr. Weſley's works? Are we not treated with re- 
markable kindneſs, in compariſon of the merciful God whom 
we ſerve? Undoubtedly : for neither of us is yet ſo much as 
indirealy charged with contriving in cool blood the murder of 
one man; much leſs with forming from all eternity the evan- 
gelical plan to ſave unconditionally by free grace the little Hock 
of the ele, and damn unconditionally by free wrath the im- 
menſe herd of the reprobates!, and with ſpending near fix thou- 
ſand years in bringing about an irreſiſtible decree, that the one 
ſhall abſolutely go to heaven, let them do what they pleaſe to 
be damned ; and that the other ſhall abſolutely go to hell, and 
- burnt there to all eternity, let them do what they can to be 
aved | | 
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ſcribed the whole diſcourſe 


ſecond Appendix, w 


grace into laſciviouſne 


48 Logica Genevenſis: Or, 
authors of Flavel's preface could not believe Dr. 
Criſp could poſſibly mean, even when he preached 
and wrote them. | | 
Lou expreſs, Sir, a moſt extraordinary wiſh, 
p. 94+ Speaking of Flavel's Diſcourſe upon mental 
errors, which is alſo called A blow at the root, you 
ſay, 1 ſhould have been glad, could I have tran- 
.”” But as you have not 
done it, I ſhall give @ blow at the root of your 
ſyſtem, by preſenting you with an extract of the 
ich is a pretty large Treatiſe 

full againſt An/inomiantſm. . | 
+ The deſign of the following ſheets,” ſays that 
great Puritan divine, in the diſcourſe you ſhould 
be glad wholly to tranſcribe, “ is to free the grace 
of God from the dangerous errors, which fight 
againſt it under its, own colours; to prevent the ſe- 
duction of ſome that ſtagger ; and to vindicate my 
own dottrine. The Scripture; foreſeeing there 
would arife ſuch a ſort of men in the church, as 
would wax wanton againſt Chriſt, and turn his 
A has not only precautioned 
us in general to beware of ſuch opinions, as cor- 
rupt the dottrine of tree-grace : © ſhall we con- 
tinue in fin, that grace may abound ? God for- 
bid: but has marked. thoſe very opinions by 
which it would be abuſed, and made abundant pro- 
viſion againſt them. As namely, (1) All vilifying 
expreſſions of God's holy law, Rom. vii. (2) All 
opinions inclining men to the neglect of the du- 
ties of obedience, under pretence of free- grace and 
liberty by Chriſt, James ii. Mau. xxv. (3) All 
opinions neglecting ſanctification as the evidence 
of juſtification, which is the principle ſcope of 

St. John's firſt epiſtle.“ 

* Notwithſtanding, ſuch is the wickedneſs of. 
ſome, and weakneſs of others, that in all ages (eſ- 
pecially in the laſt and preſent) men have noto- 
riouſly corrupted the dottrine of free-grace, to the 
great reproach of Chriſt, ſcandal of the world, and. 
hardening of the enemics of the ein aac p a 
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hold, (ſays Contzen the Jeſuit) the fruit of pro- 
teſtantiſm, and their goſpel preaching.“ 

The goſpel makes fin more odious than the law 
did, and diſcovers the puniſhment of it in a more 
dreadful manner.“ For it the word ſpoken by 
angels was ſtedfaſt, and every difobedience re- 
ceived a juſt recompence of reward; how ſhall we 
eſcape, it we neglett ſo great ſalvation? ” It ſhews 
us our encouragements to holineſs greater than 
ever; and yet corrupt nature will ſtill abule it. 
The more luſcious the food is, the more men are 
apt to ſurfeit upon it.“ 

This perverſion of free-grace is juſtly charge. 
able both upon wicked and good men. Wicked men 
corrupt it jars, ago that by entitling God to their 
ſins, they might ſin the more quietly. So the Ni- 
colaitans, and ſchool of Simon; the Gnoſtics, in 
the very dawning of * light; and he that reads 
the preface of learned Mr. Gataker's book, will 
find that ſome Antinomians of our days are not 
much behind the vileſt of them. One of them 
cries out, Away with the law, it cuts off a man's 


legs, and then bids him walk.“ Another ſays, 


„That if a man, by the Spirit, know himſelf to be 
in a ſlate of grace, though he commit murder, * 
God ſees no fin in him.“ | 

But others + there are, whoſe zudgments are 
unhappily tainted with thoſe Jo doftrines ; yet 
being in the main, godly perſons, they dare not 
take liberty to fin, or live in the negleft of known 
duties, though their principles too much incline 
that way: but though they dare not, others will, 
who imbibe corrupt notions from them ; and the 
renowned piety of che authors will be no antidote 
againſt the danger: but make the poiſon operate 
the more powerfully, by receiving it in ſuch a a 
vehicle. Now it is highly probable theſe men 


* This is, I fear, the very doftrine of your Fourth Letter, 
where an impenitent murderer is repreſented as compleat in 


Chriſt, &c. 


Here my Opponent is cxafily deſcribed by Flavel. | 
Vor. II. 2 | were 


48 Logica Genevenſis: Or, 
authors of Flavel's preface could not believe Dr. 
Criſp could poſſibly mean, even when he preached 
and wrote them. | . 
Lou expreſs, Sir, a moſt extraordinary wiſh, 
p. 94. Speaking of Flavel's 1 upon mental 
errors, which is alſo called A blom at the root, you 
ſay, I flould have been glad, could I have tran- 
ſcribed the whole diſcourſe.” But as you have not 
done it, I ſhall give @ blow at the root of your 
ſyſtem, by preſenting, you with an extract of the 
ſecond Appendix, which is a pretty large Treatiſe 
full againſt Anitnomianiſm. 3 
* The deſign of the following ſheets,” ſays that 
at Puritan divine, in the diſcourſe you ſhould 
be glad-whotly to tranſcribe, © is to free the grace 
of God from the dangerous errors, which fight 
againſt it under its, own colours; to prevent the ſe- 
duction of ſome that ſtagger; and to vindicate my 
own dottrines The Scripture; foreſeeing there 
vould ariſe ſach a ſort of men in the church, as 
would wax wanton againſt Chriſt, and turn his 
grace into n has not only precautioned 
us in general to beware of ſuch opinions, as cor- 
rupt the doctrine of free-grace: ſhall we con- 
tinue in fin, that grace may abound? God for- 
bid: “ but has marked; thofe very opinions by 
which it would be abuſed, and made abundant pro- 
viſion againſt them. As namely, (1) All vilifying 
expreſſions of God's holy law, Rom: vii. (2) All 
opinions inclining men to the neglect of the du- 
ties of - obedience, under pretence of tree-grace and 
liberty by Chriſt; James ii. Mau. xxv. (3) All 
opinions neglecting ſanctification as the evidence 
of juſtification, which is the principle ſcope of 
St. John's firſt epiſtle.“ 2 
* Notwithſtanding, ſuch is the wickedneſs of. 
Tome, and werhne/s of others, that in all agès (eſ- 
pecially in the laſt and preſent) men have noto- 
riouſly corrupted the dottrine of free-grace, to the 
great reproach of Chriſt, ſcandal of the world, and: 
hardening of the enemies of the e e * 
| old, 


A Fourth Check to Antinomianiſm. 49 
hold, (ſays Contzen the Jeſuit) the fruit of pro- 
teſtantiſm, and their goſpel preaching.” T9} 

The goſpel makes fin more odious than the law 
did, and diſcovers the puniſhment of it in a more 
dreadful manner. © For if the word ſpoken 
angels was ſtedfaſt, and every diſobedience re- 
ceived a juſt recompence of reward; how ſhall we 
eſcape, it we neglett ſo great ſalvation? ” It ſhews 
us our encouragements te holineſs greater than 
ever; and yet corrupt nature will ſtill abule it. 
The more Juſcious the food is, the more men are 
apt to ſurfeit upon it.“ 

This perverſion of free- grace is juſtly charge. 
able both upon wicked and good men. Wicked men 
corrupt it deſignedly, that by entitling God to their 
ſins, they might fin the more quietly. So the Ni- 
colaitans, and ſchool of Simon; the Gnoſtics, in 
the very dawning of 4 * 155 and he that reads 
the preface of learned Mr. Gataker's book, will 
find that ſome Antinomians of our days are nat 
much behind the vileſt of them. One of them 
cries out, Away with the law, it cuts off a man's 
legs, and then bids him walk.“ Another ſays, 
* That if a man, by the Spirit, know himſelf to be 
in a ſlate of grace, though he commit murder, * 


| God ſees no fin in him.” 


But others + there are, whoſe zudgments are 
unhappily tainted with thoſe /oofe doftrines ; yet 
being in the main, godly perſans, they dare not 
take liberty to fin, or live in the neglect of known 
duties, though their principles too much incline 
that way: but though they dare not, others will, 
who imbibe corrupt notions from them; and the 
renowned piety of the authors will be no antidote 
againſt the danger: but make the poiſon operate 
the more powerfully, by receiving it in ſuch a a 
vehicle. Now it 1s highly probable theſe men 


* This is, I fear, the very doctrine of your: Fourth Letter, 
where an impenitent murderer is repreſented as compleat in 


Chriſt, &c. 


t Here my Opponent is exactly deſcribed by Flavel. 
Vol. III. 3 were 


50 Logica Genevenſis: Or, 

4 were charmed into theſe opinions upon ſuch ace 

4 counts as theſe.” | 

4 (1) Some of them might have felt in them- 
ſelves the anguiſh of a perplexed conſcience under 
ſin, and not being able to live under the terrors of 
the law, might too haſtily ſnatch at ſuch doctrines 
which promiſe relief and eaſe. (2) Others have 
been induced to eſpouſe theſe opinions, from the 

excels of their zeal againſt the errors of the Papiſts. 
(3) Others have been ſucked into thoſe quick. ſands 
of antinomian errors, by fathering their own fan- 
cies upon the Holy Spirit. (4) And it is not un- 
like, but a comparative weakneſs of mind, meeting 
with a fervent zeal for Chriſt, may induce others 
to eſpouſe ſuch taking and plauſible, though per- 
nicious dottrines,” | 

Let all good men beware of ſuch opinions and 
expreſſions, as give a handle to wicked men to 
abuſe the grace of God, which haply the author 
himſelf dares not do, and may ſtrongly hope others 
may not do: but if the principle will yield it, it 
is in vain to think corrupt nature will not catch at 
it, and make a vile uſe, and dangerous improve- 
ment of it!“ 

„For example: It ſuch a principle as this be 
aſſerted belore the world, „That men need not 
tear, that any, or all the ſins they commit, ſhall do 
them any hurt; * Jet the author warn and caution 
readers, | as the anlinomian t author of that ex- 
preſſion has done | not to abuſe this doctrine: it is 
to no purpoſe, the doctrine itſelf is full of dange- 
rous conlequents, and wicked men have the beſt 
{kill to draw them forth to cheriſh their luſts. That 
which the author mg/t deſfgn for the relief of the 
diſtreſſed, quickly turns into poiſon in the bowels 


* My Opponent has publicly advanced, not only that fin, 
even adultery and murder, does not hurt the pleaſant children, 
but that it even works for our good. 


1 Criſp, who was publicly called an Antinomian by the 
Puritans, and his tenets, 4ogſe, corrupt, and pernicious doctrines; 
antinomian dotages, &c. 1 
O 
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of the wicked. Nor can we excuſe it, by ſaving, 
any goſpel truth may be thus abuſed: for this is 
none of that number, but a principle that gives of- 
fence to the godly, and encouragement to the un- 
godly. And ſo much as to the riſe and occaſion 
of antinomian errors.“ 

II. Let us view next, ſome of the chief errors 
of Antinomians. 1. Some make juſtification to be 
an eternal aft of God, and afhrm, that the elett 
were juſtified before the world had a being ;— 
Others, that they were juſtified at the time of 
Chriſl's' death: with theſe Criſp harmonizes. 2. 
That juſtification by faith is no more but a mani- 
feſtation to us, of what was done before we had a 
being. g. That men ought not to queſtion whether 
they believe or no. Saltmarſh on free grace, p. 92. 
95. 4. That believers are not bound to mourn tor 
fin, becauſe it was pardoned before it was com- 
mitted ; and pardoned fin is no fin. Eaton's koney- 
comb of juſtification, p. 4. 6. 5. That God ſees no 
fin in believer's, whatſoever ſins they commit. 6. 
That God is not angry with the elett, and that to 
ſay he ſmites them b their ſins, is an injurious re- 
flection upon his juſtice. This is avouched gene- 
rally in all their writings. 7. That by God's laying 
our iniquities upon Chriſt, he became as compleatly 
ſinful as we, and we as compleatly righteous as 
Chriſt. Criſp, p. N 4 8. That no ſin can do be- 
lievers any hurt, nor muſt they do any duty for 
their own ſalvation. g. That the new covenant is 
not made properly with us, but with Chriſt for us ; 
and tliat this covenant is all of it a promiſe, having 
no condition on our part. They do not abſolutely 
deny, that faith, repentance, . and obedience are 
conditions in the new covenant ; but ſay, they are 
no conditions on our ſide, but Chriſt's, and that he 
repented, believed, and obeyed for us. Salimarſh 
on free grace, p. 126. 10. They ſpeak very lightly 
of tryin outſelves by maiks and ſigns of grace; 
Saltmarſh calls it a low, carnal way ; but the New- 
England Antinomians * it a fundamental error, 

2 to 


52 Logica Genevenfis : Or, 


to make ſanctification an evidence of juſtification : 
they ſay, that the darker our ſanctification is, the 
brighter is our juſlification.” 

* I look upon ſuch doftrines to be of a very 
dangerous nature, and their malignity and con- 
tagion would certainly ſpread much farther than 
it does, had not God provided two powerful an- 
tidotes. | 

* 1. The ſcope and current of the Scriptures, 
They ſpeak of the elect as children of wrath during 
their unregenerate ſtate, They frequently diſcover 
God's anger, and tell us, his caſtigatory rods are 
laid Hou them for their ſins. They repreſent = | 
as the greateſt evil; mo/? oppoſite to t lory o 
God and ood of his oo Pres call the Lins to 
mourn for their fins, &c. They put the people of 
God to the trial of their intereſt in Chriſt, by 
ligns and marks from the divers branches of ſanc- 
endo. They inter duties from privileges; and 
therefore the antinomian dialeft is a wild note, 
which the generality of ſerious chriſtians do eaſily 
d'ſtinguiſh from the Scripture language. 
a. The experience and practice of the ſaints 
greatly ſecure us from the ſpreading malignity of 
Antinomianiſm. They acknowledge, that before 
their converſion they were equal in fin and miſery 
with the vileſt wretches in the world. They fear 
nothing more than ſin. They are not only ſenſible 
that God ſees ſin in them, but they admire his pa- 
tience, that they are not conſumed for it. They 
urge his commands and threatenings, as well as pro- 
miſes, upon their own hearts, to promote {anttifie 
cation, They excite themſelves to duty and watch- 
fulneſs againſt fin. They encourage themſelves by 
the rewards of obedience, knowing their labour 
2s not in vain in the Lord. And he that ſhall tell 
them, ** their ſins can do them no hurt, or their 
duties no good,“ ſpeaks to them not only as a bar- 
barian, but in ſuch a language as their {uts abhor. 
The zeal and love of Chriſt being kindled in their 
fouls, they have no patience to hear ſuch doctrines 
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as ſo greatly derogate from his glory, under a pre- 
tence of honouring and exalting him. It wounds. 
and grieves their very hearts to ſee the world har- 
dened in their prejudices againſt reformation, and 
a gap opened to all licentiouſneſls. But notwith- 


ſtanding this double antidote, we find, by daily 
experience, ſuch dottrines too much obtaining in. 


the profeſſing world, Tantum religio ſuadere ma- 


”7 


lorum. | 


„For my own part, he that fearcheth my heart 


is witneſs, I would rather chuſe to have my right 


hand wither, and my tongue rot within my mouth, 


than to ſpeak one word, or write one line, to cloud 
the free grace of God. Let it ariſe and ſhine in its 


meridian glory. None owes more to it, or expetts- 


more from it than I do; and what I write in this. 


controverſy is io vindicate it from thoſe opinions, 


which, under pretence of exalting it, do really mi- 
litate againſt it.“ | | | 

Then follows a prolix refutation of the above- 
mentioned antinomian errors, moſt of which neceſ- 
ſarily flow from your ſecond and fourth letters. 
When our pious author attacks them as a diſciple of 
St. James, he carries all before him: but when he 
encounters them as an admirer of Calvin, his hands. 
hang down, Amaleck prevails, and a ſhrewd logician 


could, without any magical power, force him. to. 


confeſs, that moſt of the errors which he fo juſtly 
oppoles, are the natural conſequences of uncond:- 
tonal election, particular redemption, 2rre/e/lible 
grace, Calvinian imputation of righteouſneſs. to im- 
penitent murderers, the znfallzble perſeverance of be- 
lievers who defile their fathers beds, and, in a word, 
Salvation finzfſhed for all the © pleaſant chiidren,“ 
who go on. frowardly in the way of their own 
heart. Thus it would appear that Calviniſm is * the: 
fe rude, to ule Mr. Flavel's words, tte radical 
end prolific error from which moſt of the reſt are 
ſtawned.” 

He concludes, his Anti-Criſpian treatiſe by the: 


following truly chriſtian, paragraph ;. I call. the: 


3 Scarcher 


84 Logica Genevenſis: Or, | 
Searcher of hearts to witneſs, that I have not inter- 
meddled with this controverſy of Antinomianiſm, 
out of any delight I take in polemic ſtudies, or an 
unpeaceable contradicting humour, but out of pure 
zeal for the glory and truths of God, for the vin. 
dication and defence whereof, 1 have been nece/- 
farily engaged therein. And having diſcharged my 
duty thus far, I now reſolve to return, it God per- 
mit me, to my much more agreeable ſtudies; till 
maintaining my chriſtian charity for thoſe whom I 
oppoſe ; not doubting but I ſhall meet thoſe in 
heaven, from whom I am forced in leſſer things to 
diſſent upon earth.” haul} 

While my heart is warmed by the love which 
breathes through the laſt words of Mr. Flavel's 
book, permit me to tell you, that I cordially adopt 
them with reſpe&t to Mr. Shirley and yourſelf, 
hoping that if you think yourſelf obliged ** to cut 
off all intercourſe and friendſhip with me” upon 
earth, on account of what you are pleaſed to call 
my di/angenuityand gros perver ions, you will glad] 
NE, the Land God yp! teu — 
truly finiſhed in heaven, together with, Honored 
and dear Sir, your moſt obedient ſervant in the 
pure goſpel of St. James, JOHN FLETCHER. 
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LEITTTE v. 
To RICHARD HILL, Eſq; 


and and dear Sir, 


Have hitherto endeavoured to ſhew, that the 

. exploded doctrine of a ſecond juſtification by: 
works, [i. e. by the evidence or inſtrumentality of 
works, ] in the day of judgment, is ſcriptural, con- 
ſonant to the dottrine of our Church, and directly 
or indirectly maintained, as by yourſelf; fo by all. 
Anti-Criſpian Puritan divines, whenever they re- 
gard 8. fames's holy doftrine. more. than Calvin's 

| peculiar. 
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peculiar opinions. I ſhall now anſwer a moſt im- 
portant queſtion, which you propoſe about it, p. 
149. Vou introduce it by theſe words: 

Vou cannot ſuppoſe that when Mr. Shirley ſaid, 
Bieſſed be God, neither Mr. Welley, nor any of his 
Preachers (Mr. Olivers excepted) kold a ſecond juſ- 
tiſication by works, he intended to exclude good 
works in an evidential ſenſe.” Indeed, Sir, I did 
ſuppoſe it ; nor can I to this moment conceive, how 
Mr. Shirley could lean towards Calviniſm, if be 
were ſettled in St. James's doctrine of juſtification 
by the evidence of works. You proceed : 

Neither Mr. Shirley, nor I, nor any Calviniſt 
that J ever heard of, deny that a ſinner is decla- 
ratively juſtified by works, both here and at the 
day of judgment.” You aſtoniſh me, Sir: why 
then do you, at the end of this very paragraph, 
find fault with me for ſaying, that it will be abſurd 
in a man, ſet on the left hand as a rebellious ſub- 
je of our heavenly King, to plead the works of 
Chriſt, when his own works are called for, as the- 
only evdences ——_— which he muſt be juſ- 
tihed or condemned? Why do you cry out, in the 
hith letter of your Review, O ſhocking to tell! 
Horrejco referens,” &c. Why do ſo many Cal- 
viniſts ſhudder with horror, becauſe I have re- 
preſented our Lord as condemning by the evidence- 
of works, | agreeably to his own exprels doctrine, 
Matt. xxv.| a practical Antinomian, a canting 
apoſtate, who had no good works to be decla- 
ralively juſtified by in the day of judgment? Why 
do you maintain, that when David committed adul- 
tery and murder, he was juſtiſied from all things, 
his fins paſt, preſent, and to come, were for ever. 
and for ever cancelled? And why do you (p. 70.) 
call me a ſnake that. bites the Caluiniſti Miniſters, . 
becauſe I have expoſed the Antinomianiſm of thoſe. 
Preachers, who ſetting aſide Chriſt's doctrine of 
juſtification by the evidence of works in the laſt 
day, give thouſands to underſtand, that they fhall- 
tien be abundantly juſtified by 7:ghtcouſne/s ime 

1 | puted. 3 
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puted in Calvin's way, and by nothing elſe? You 


o on: | 
„Therefore, 1 ſay, if you utterly diſclaim all. 
human works, as the procuring, meritorious cauſe 
of juſtification, what need was there of addreſling: 
Mr. Shirley as you have done? Yea, what need 
was there of your making this point a matter of 
controverſy at all? We are quite agreed, both as. 
to the expreſſion, and as to the meaning of it.“ 

Are we indeed gquz/e agreed, both as to the expreſſiom 
of a ſecond Juſtification by works in the day of 
judgment, and as to the meaning of it, to which I 
once more ſet my ſeal, viz. that we thall be juſtrfied, 
not by the merit, but by the evidence of works. What 
a pity is it then, that you did not find this out, 
till you came to the 149th page of your book! 
It would probably have faved you. the trouble of 
writing it, and me the thankleſs office of expo- 
ſrug it. | | 
However, it is but right, I ſhould requite your 
candid conceſſion, by anſwering your important 
queſtion : * at need was there of making this point, 
(of juſtification by the evidence of works in the day 
of judgment) a mater of controverſy at all?” J will 
ingenuouſly tell you: I wanted an immoveable: 
point to fix my engine upon, in order to throw 
down your great Diana, and pull up by the roots. 
the immenſe tree of antinomian knowledge. And 
now you have ſo fully and repeatedly gained me 
the firm point which 1 deſired ; permit me, ho- 
nored Sir, to throw mylelt at your feet, to return 
you thanks, and tell you, that you are the happy 

riſoner of the truth which I vindicate. 

„What do. you mean? - What you little ex- 
pect, dear Sir, and what I think you cannot poſſibly: 
avoid. Yes, whether you will or no, I muſt ſerve 
a friendly warrant, and young ignorance” arreſts. 
you in the name of Engliſh Logic, to make you 
publicly ſubſcribe to the Anti-Criſpian propoſitions, 
which your Benedz&ine Monk has raſhly traduced. 
— * I will never do it: I am ready to offer mylglt. 
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among the foremoſt of thoſe true Proteſtants, who 
could have burned againſt the dadtrine of a ſecond 
Juſtification by vors. — Well then, Sir, you ſhal] 
go, not to the ſtake near Baliol College, but to the 
ground and pillar of truth and that you may not 
make a needleſs reſiſtance, I humbly preſume to 
bind you before all the candid and judicious Cal» 
viniſts in England, with the following necef/ar 

conſequences ot a capital dottrine, which, ic 
us, ** was never denied either by Mr. Shirley, or 
yourſelf or any Calviniſt you ever heard of.” 

It we are * zuſtzfied by works, i. e. by the evidence 
of works, both here and at the day of judgment, it 
ollows, 1. That Mr. Weſley's dottrine with re- 
ſpe& to man's faithfulne/s in good works is true; 
and that, if a man (Judas for inſlance) is not fazh- 

ful in the unrighteous Mammon, God will not give 
lim the true riches of glory. Though he ſhould 
once have had faith enough to leave all and follow 
Chriſt, his ſhipwrecked faith, funk by bad works, 
will profit him nothing; he {hall as ſurely be con- 
demned by the evidence of his unfaithfulne/s, as 
ever an highwayman .was condemned, upon the 


fulleſt evidence, that he had robbed upon the high- 


Way. 

2. The ſecond propoſition of the Minutes alſo 

ſtands now upon an immoveable baſis. Every be- 
lever till he comes to glory works for, as well as 
rom life,“ ſince his works will appear as witnef- 
ſes for or againſt him at the day of judgment, and 
life or death will be the certain conſequence of 
their depoſition. | 

3+ The third propoſition of the Minutes now 
ſhines like the meridian ſun after an eclipſe : ** No- 
thing is more falſe than the maxim, that a man 1s to 
do nothing in order to juſtification,” either at con- 
verſion, or in the laſt day. For the work of faith 
undoubtedly takes place in the day of converſion, 
agreeable to thoſe words of St. Paul, We have 
believed that we might be juſtified.” And, it even 
Calviniſts grant, that a ſinner is “ juſtified by the 

| i evidence 
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evidence of works both here and at the day f 
judgment,“ it is indubitable, that he muſt provide 
that evidence, as there is opportunity; and that, if 
even an Apoſtle provides it not, he ſhall, notwith- 
ſtanding his election, increaſe the number of thoſe 
practical Antinomians, whoſe condemnation J have 
deſcribed, in the Second Check. Hence appears 
alſo the error couched under the unguarded pro- 
poſition which you advance, (p. 12.) In the ad of 
Juſtification we affirm, good works have no place :** 
tor the good work of faith has the important place 
of an n/lrument, when we are juſtified at our 
converſion : and the good work of love will have 
the place of the chief witneſs, by whoſe depoſition 

we {hall be pu/tiifred in the great day. 
You indeed produce the words of our Church, 
The thief did believe only, and the merciful God 
juſtified him ; but they make againſt you, for they 
intimate, that the work of faith was previous to his 
zuſtification. And that he was not ſaved wwthout 
works, ſtrictly - ſpeaking, although he was ſaved 
without the merit of works, I prove by your ous 
tion from Biſhop Cowper, ll hing faith, whereby 
we are ſaved, cannot be without works ; and by 
theſe words of St. James, and Mr. Madan, adapted 
to the preſent caſe. Could * faith fave him? 1. e. 
fuch a faith as hath not works, as is not productive 
of the fruits of the Spirit in the heart and life? Is 
this ſaving faith? Ceitainly not.” When our 
Church ſays, that he went to heaven without 
works, ſhe means without the outward works which 
phariſees truſt io, ſuch as receiving the ſacraments, 
oing to the temple, and giving alms; or ſhe groſsly 
contraditts St. James, Biſhop Cowper, Mr. Madan, 
and herſelf. Therefore, notwithſtanding all you 
have advanced, even the penitent thiet's expe- 
rience, who, as our church ſays, ſhould have loſt 
his ſalvation, and conſequently his juſtification and 
election, / he had lived and not regarded the works 
Y faith, is * a formidable rampart” for, not againſt 
t. James's undefiled religion. Again, 
| - 4. When, 
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4. When, in the Rewew of the whole affair. Mr: 
Weſley ſays, that © he who now believes in Chriſt 
with a loving, obedient heart, is now. accepted of 
God; what does he ſay more than you, and your 
favourite Biſhop, who tells us, (p. 12.) That juſ- 
tifying faith, whereby we are ſaved, cannot be 
without good works; for fauh worketh by love?“ 
Does it not evidently follow, from your own, as 
well as Mr, Weſley's propoſition, that while the 
inceſtuous Corinthian defiled his father's bed, his 
living, juſtifying faith had degenerated into a dead, 
deviliſh faith ?  Agrecable to that evangehcally. 
legal propoſition of Mr. Madan, © If my faith does 
not produce the proper fruits, it is no better than 
the devil's faith:“ whence it neceſſarily follows, 
that the devil's faith is juſtifying, or that the Co- 
rinthian backſlider was condemned; and conſe- 
quently, that Calviniſm and Antinomianiſm, the 

grand pillars of defiled religion, are two broken 
reeds, | e | 

5. It is now an indubitable truth, that a /ncere 
heathen, who never heard the name of Chriſt, and 
nevertheleſs feareth God, and worketh righteouſneſs, 
according to his light, is accepted of him! for, if he 
perleveres, he will be juſtified in the laſt day by 
the evidence of his works of righteouſneſs ; and. he 
is now juſtified by the zn/{rumentality of his faith 
in the light of his diſpenſation ; for this hght, when 
we receive it by faith, (it we may believe thoſe 
excellent myſtics * St. John and St. Paul) is Chriſt 

in 


* The word Myſticiſin, like the word Enthuſiaſm, may be 
uſed in a good or bad ſenſe.- I am no more aſhamed of the true 
Myſtics, i. e. thoſe who fathom the deep myſteries of inward 
religion, than of the true py oy thoſe who are really in- 
ſpired by the grace and love of God. When I ſaid that Solo- 
mon was the great jewiſh Myſtic, 1 took the word Myſtic in a 
good ſenſe: if all are Myſtics who preach Chriſt in us, and 
Chriſt the light of the world, (as you intimate in your five let- 
ters) I affirm, that St. Paul and St. John are two of the greateſt 

yſties in the world. And when I intimated, that Solomon's 
Song is a my/tica! book, and that the Rev. Mr, Romaine has 

| given 
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in us, the hope of glory. John i. 5. 9. Col. i. 27. 
Eph. iii. 17. v. 14. i | 

6. Nor can you now juſtly refuſe to clear Mr. 
Welley of the charge of here/y, becauſe he ſays, Sal- 
vation is not by the merit of works,' but by works as a 
condition; for in the preſent caſe, where is the 
difference between the word Evidence, which you 
uſe, with Dr. Guiſe, Mr. Weſley, and me; and 
the word Condition, which Mr. Weſley uſes, and 
our Church, and moſt of the Puritan divines? An 
example will enforce my appeal to your candor : 
you fit upon the bench as a magiſtrate, and a pri- 
ſoner ſtands at the bar: you ſay to him: © You are 
charged with calumny, forgery, and groſs perver- 
ſions; but you ſhall be acquitted, on Condition 
that ſome of your reputable neighbours give. you a 
good charatter.“ A Lawyer checks you for uſing 
the treaſonable word Condition, inſiſting you mult 
ſay, that the priſoner ſhall be acquitted, or con- 
demned, according to the Evidence which his credi- 
table neighbours will give of his good behaviour. 
You turn to the bar, and ſay, © Priſoner, did you 
underſtand me?” Yes, Sir, replies he, as well as 
the gentleman who ſtops your honor. That is 


given us a myſtical, and in general edifying explanation of the 

107th Pſalm; I no more inſulted thoſe good men, than our 

Church reflects upon our Lord, when ſhe ſays, that ** matri- 

mony repreſents to us the myſtical union between Chriſt and his 

Church.” If Mr. Weſle ; ſpoken againſt myſticiſm, it is 

undoubtedly againſt that which is wild and unſcriptural; for he 
has ſhewn us his approbation of rational and ſcriptural my ſti- 
cilm, by publiſhing very edifying extracts from the works of 
the great German and Engliſh in, Frog Kempis and Mr. Law. 
Permit me to recommend to you, what Mr. * a Clergy- 
man whom you have quoted with honor, has written in de- 
fence of the myſtics, and to remind yqu, that abroad, thoſe 
who go a little deeper into inward chriftianity than the gene- 
rality of their neighbours, are called Pietiſts, or Myſiics, as 
commonly as they are called Methodiſts in England. On the 
8 accounts I hope, that when Mr. Welley or Mr. 
birley thall again condemn myſticiſm, they will particularly 
obſerve, that it is only unſcriptural and irrational myſticiſm 
which they explode, | 


enough, 
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enough, ſay you, let us not dz/pute about words: I 
am perſuaded, the court under ſtands, we all mean, 
that the acquittal or condemnation of the SEE 
will entirely twin upon the depoſition of proper 
witneſſes. 

(7) With regard to the word Merit, I hope our 
controverſy is at an end : for Mr. Weſley and I, or 
to ſpeak your own language, Old Mordecai and young 
Ignorance, freely grant what Biſhop Hopkins and 
you aſſert, (Review, p. 42.) namely, that“ In all 
proper merit there mult be an equivalence, or at leaſt 
a proportion of worth between the work and the 
reward ;—and that the obedience we perform can- 
not be ſaid, without @ grand impropriety, to merit 
any reward from God.” But, you mult alſo graut 
us, that if our Lord, ſpeaking after the manner of 
men, by a grand e a very condeſcend- 
ing impropriety, frequently uſes the word meriting 
or deſerving, we may Without hereſy uſe it after 
him. 

Should you aſk me, how I can prove that our 
Lord ever uſed t? I reply, that if he uſed again 
and again words anſwering to it, as face anſwers to 
ce in a glaſs, it is juſt as if he had uſed the Eng- 
ih word merit, or Mr. Weſley's Latin word me- 
rilum e and to prove that he dic ſo, I appeal to the 
firſt\Greek lexicon you will meet with. I ſuppoſe 
it is that of Schrevelius, becauſe it is the moſt com- 
mon all Europe over. Look for mereor ſto merit 
or deſerve] and you will find that the correſpondent 
Greek is, ue dos Pepe, literally, to carry @ reward, 
and atio tua, to be worthy e . ee meritum, 
merit; and att to merito, deſervedly, or according 
to one's merit. 

Jo prove, therefore that our Lord did not ſcruple 
to ule the word merit in an improper ſenſe, I need 
only prove that he did not ſcruple applying the words 


A figure of ſpech which conſiſts in ufing a word in an in- 
proper Jenſe as whea unfaithful miniſters are called dogs that 
cannot bark. | 
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tie dog and ag, to man. Take ſome inſtances of 
both. i 

1. Matt. xx. 8. Give them Tor nud, their hire, 
or reward. And again, Matt. v. 12., .Your reward 
(449365) is great in heaven, &c. Hence the apoſtle 
calls God (woYanodry;) the Rewarder ; and Moſes 
is ſaid to look to (pro9anodow) the recompenſe of e- 
ward, Heb xi. 6. 26. And the word gueda robe, 
the beſlowing of a reward, as much anſwers to the 
word wagon, the carrying of a reward, or merit, 
as the relative words which neceſſarily ſuppoſe one 
another. He therelore, that uſes the former with. - 
out ſcruple, makes himſelf quite ridiculous before 
unprejudiced people, if he ſcruples uſing the latter; 
much more it he thinks the doing it is a dreadful 
hereſy. 
| . ſor the other word (aS) meriting, deſerv- 
Ing, or worthy, it is as ſcriptural as any word in the 
Bible. You find it uſed both in a proper, and in 
an improper ſenſe in the following ſcriptures : 1. 
In a proper ſenſe: The Ilabourer'zs worthy of, or 
merits his hire, Luke x. 7. Worthy or deſerving 
fAiripes, Luke xii. 48. MWorthy of, or meriting 
death, Acts xxi. 11. They have ſhed the blood of 
thy ſaints, and thou haſt given them blood to drink, 
for they are worthy : that is, they merit, they deſerve * 
it, Rev. xvi. 6. 2. In an zmproper ſenſe, which you 
repreſent as heretical. They ſhall walk with me in 
white, for they are worthy, Rev. iii. 4. Enquire who 
is worthy, Matt. x. 11. Worthy of me, Matt. x. g7. 
They that were bidden were not worthy, Matt. 
xxii. 8. Worthy to eſcape theſe things, Luke xxi. 
36. Worthy io obtain that world,” Luke xx. 33, 
&c. &c. 

In all theſe paſſages the original word is av, 
worthy, meriling, or deſerving. Bilhop Cowper 
therefore, whom you quote in your five letters, p. 
26. ſpoke with uncommon raſhneſs when he ſaid, 
« No man led by the Spirit of Jeſus, did ever ule 
this word of merit [i. e. afios was] as applying to 
man; it is the proud ſpeech of Antichriſt. Search 
the 
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the Scriptures, and ye ſhall ſee that none of all 
thoſe who ſpeak by divine inſpiration, did ever uſe 
it: yea, the godly Fathers always abhorted it.“ 
What | the ſacred writers “ never uſed the word 
og tas!” © The godly Fathers always abhorred ” 
an expreſſion which the Holy Ghoſt ſo frequently 
makes uſe of! Chriſt himſelt * ſpoke by the proud 
ſpirit of Antichriſt!” When I fee ſuch camels oh- 
truded upon the Church, and ſwallowed down by 
thouſands as glib truth, I am cut to the heart, and 
in a pang of . rrow and ſhame groan, From {uch 
_ divinity, good Lord, deliver me, my worthy oppo- 
nent, and all real proteſtants.“ 

To this Mr. Rowland Hill anſwers beforehand, 
in his Friendly Remarks, p. 28. This is, “a bad 
criticiſm upon the word ae, which more properly 
means meet or fit.” Now, Sir, to your bare aſſer— 
tion I oppoſe, 1. All the Greek lexicons. 2. The 
teſtimony of Beza, Calvin's ſucceſſor, who, ſpeak- 
ing of the word awry, ſays, © It is properly uſed of 
that which is of equal weight and importance.“ g. 
The teſtimony of Leigh, another learned Calviniſt, 
who, in his Critica Sacra, ſays, a5 has its name 
from ay, @ tratendo: qua preponderant, lancem 
altrahunt; and is a metaphor taken from balances, 
when one ſcale doth counterpoiſe another.” And 
ſpeaking of a$iw, a word derived from ag, be adds, 
„It ſignifieth, when either reward or putuſhment is 
given according to the proportion of merit.“ And 
this he proves, by 1 Tim. v. 17, © Let the elders 
that rule well, be counted worthy of double honour : 
For the Scripture ſays, the labourer is wor thy of his 
reward,” 

When I ſee learned Calviniſts forced to grant all 
we contend for, I wiſh that no Proteitant may any 
longer expoſe his prejudice, in denying what 1s ab- 
lolutely undeniable, viz. That Chriſt and his Apol- 
tles aſſert, ſome merit, or are worthy of rewards. 
Taking care, therefore, never to fix to thoſe ſcrip- 
tural words the idea of proper worthineſs, or merit 
ot condignity, let us no longer fight againſt Chriſt, 

G 2 by 


L 


—— — 


— — 
IC ES _ 

* 
5 


64 Logica Genevenſis: Or, 


by ſaying, they are in no ſenſe worthy, whom Chriſt 
himſelf makes, accounts, and calls worthy ; yea, 
whom he gloriouſly rewards as ſuch. 

8. As for this modeſt propoſition of the Minutes, 
** It 18 a doubt, if God juſtifies any one that never 
did fear him and work righteouſneſs,” it ſtands now 
eſtabliſhed by your conceſſions, not as maiter of 
doubt, but as matter of fad, if we ſpeak of juſtiſi- 
cation in the hour of converſion, or in the day of 
judgment. For, with reſpect to the former, you 
juſtſy obſerve, (p. 12) that the faith whereby we are 
faved, and conlequently juſtified, cannot be with- 
out good works: And with regard to the latter, you 
ſay, p. 149. What need is there of making our 
juſtification by the evidence of works in the day of 
judgment, a matter of controverſy at all? We are 
quite agreed, that a ſinner is declaratively juſtified 
by works.” Now, honoured Sir, if he is juſtified 
by works, it is undoubtedly by works of 12ghteou/- 
neſs ; unleſs it could be proved, that he may be juſ- 
tifed by works of unrighteouſneſs, by adultery and 
murder. 

9. It is likewiſe evident from your own conceſ- 
fio::s, that talking of a juſtified o a tantiified ſtate, 
without paying a due regard to good works, tends 
to miflead men, and actually miſleads thouſands. If 
Judas, for inſtance, when he neglected good works, 
which are the mark of our firſt, and the zn/frument 
of our ſecond juſtification, truſted to what was done 
in the moment in which he was effectually called to 
leave all, and follow Jeſus, he groſsly deceived him- 
ſelf : Or, it he depended upon imputed righteoul- 
neſs, when he negletted perſonal holineſs, he built 
upon the looſeſt ſand. | 

The ſeaſonableneſs of Mr. Weſley's caution in 
this reſpect, will ſtrike you, if you caſt your eyes 
upon the numbers of fallen believers, who once, 
like obedient Judas, leſt all to follow Chriſt ; but, 
having reſumed their beſeiting fin, like the apoſtolic 
traitor, now ſell their Saviour and election, perhaps 
for a leſs valuable conſideration than he did. Hows 

ever, 
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ever, they were once in a juſtified and ſanctified 
Nate, and Mr. Hill tells them, that in the act of 
Juſtification good works have no place,” and inſinu- 
ates, that adulterers and murderers may be in the 
winter ſeaſon of a ſanctified ſtate ; therefore they 
reaſonably conclude, that they are ſtill juſtified and 
ſanctified. Thus they live, and it God does not 
ſend them an honeſt Nathan, or it when he comes, 
they ſtop their ears, and cry out, Hereſy! thus like 
Judas they will die. | 

10. With reſpect to the laſt clauſe of the Mi- 
nutes, you muſt acknowledge, that“ we are every 
moment pleafing or diſplealing to God, according 
to the whole of our inward tempers and outward. 
behaviour: Or, to clothe Mr. Weſley's doctrine 
in words in which you agree with me ; you mult 
confeſs, that, As we may die every hour and 
every moment, we are liable to. be every hour 
and every moment juſtified, or condemned, by the 
evidence of our * works.” This is evident, if you 
conſider St. Paul's words, © Without faith it is im- 
poſſible to pleaſe God; and if you do not recant 
what you ſay, Review, p. 12. * Jultifying faith | the 
faith by which we plea/e God | cannot be without 
good works, You mult therefore prove, that adul. 
tery, treachery, and murder, are good works, and 
by that means openly plead for Belial, Baal, and 
Beelzebub; or you muſt grant that when David 
committed thoſe crimes, he had not juſttfy:ng 7aith, 
and conſequently could not pleaſe C And the 
moment you giant this, you ſet your ſeal. to the 
laſt propoſition of the Minutes, which you eſteem 
moſt' contrary, and I entirely agreeable to ſound 
dottrine, : D 

Having thus, by the help of your own conceſ- 
hons, once more removed the rock of offence, 


*The reader is once more deſired to remember, that by 
works we underſtand not only the works of the tongue and 
hands, 1. e. words and actions; but alſo, and chiefly, the work 
of the mind and heart, that is, thoughts, deſires, and tempers, 

q under 
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under which you try to cruſh the ſeaſonable ram- 

rt of St, James's undefiled religion, which we 
call the Minutes, I leave you to conſider how much 
Mr. Weſley has been miſunderſtood, and how much 
the truth of the goſpel has been ſet at nought. 1 
am, Honoured and dear Sir, Yours, &c, 


Joun FLETCHER. 
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n 
To RICHARD HILL, Eſq; 


Hor ored and dear Sir, 


V HI LE my engine, common ſenſe, ſtands 
yet firm upon the point of our juſtification 

by the evidence of works, which you have ſo fully 
granted me, permit me to level it a moment at the 
baſis of the main pillars which ſupport Antipomi- 
aniſm and Calviniim, | oF 75 

1. If righteous Lot had died when he repeated 
the crimes of drunkenneſs and inceſt, his juilifica- 
tion would have been turned into condemnation. 
according to St. Paul's plain rule, © It thou bea 
breaker of the law, thy circumciſion is made un- 
circumciſion :”” For neither the holy God, nor any 
virtuous man, can poſſibly juſtify a ſinner upon the 
evidence of drunkenneſs and inceſt, 

2, If old Solomon, doating upon heatheniſh 

ung women, and led away by them into abomi- 
nable idolatries, had died before he was brought 
again to repentance, he could never have ſeen the 
kingdom of God :—be would have periſhed in his 
fin : unleſs Geneva logic can make it appear, in 
direct oppoſition to the word of God, that the im- 
penitent ſhall not periſh, and that 1dolaters ſhall 
inherit the kingdom of God, Luke xiii. 3. 1 Cor, 


Vi. 9. 
; 3. If 


A Fourth Check to Antinomianiſin, 67 
g. If the inceſtuous Corinthian had been cut off 
while he defiled his father's bed, the juſtification 
ranted him at his firſt converſion, far from ſavin 
him in the day of 1 would have reel 
his condemnation, and cauſed him to be counted 
worthy of a much ſeverer puniſhment, than if he 
never had known the way of righteouſneſs, - never 
been juſtified : unleſs you can prove, that Chriſt. 
would have acquitted him upon the horrid evidence - 
of apoſtaſy ood inceſt, which appears to me as dif- 
ficult a taſk, as to prove that Chriſt and Belial are 
one and the ſame filthy god. 
: * It David and Bathiheba had been run through 
* 


riah, as Zimri and Coſbi were by Phineas; and 

it they had died in their flagrant wickedneſs; no 
previous juſtification, no calvinian imputation of 
righteouſneſs, would have ſecured their juſtification 

in the laſt day. For, upon the evidence of adulte 

and premeditated murder, they would infallibly 
have been condemned; according to thofe awful 
words of our Lord, © I come quickly, to give 
every man | here is no exception for the plea/ant 
children] according as kts work ſhall be,” not ac. 
cording as my work has been, © Bleſſed are they 

that do his commandments, that they may enter in, 
through the gates into the city; for without are 
dogs, whoremongers, and murderers, Rev. xxii. 
12, &. | 
Should you ſay, It is provided in the decree of 
abſolute election, that adulterers, who once walked 
with God, ſhall not die till they have repented ; 1. 

I demand proof that there ever was ſuch a decree, 
In the ſecond Pſalm, indeed, I read about God's 
Decree reſpecting Chriſt and mankind; but it is the 
very reverſe of Calvin's decree, for it implies ge- 
neral redemption and conditional election. I will 

5 declare the decree > Thou art my Son; I will give 
1 thee the Reathen for thine inheritance, and the u“. 
moſt parts of the earth for thy poſſeſhon,——Kiſs 
the Son, left he be angry, and ye periſh from the 


Wa 9 
* 3. This 


| 
| 
| 
| 


— 


68 Logica Genevenſis: Or, 


2. This evaſion is founded upon a moſt abſurd 
ſuppoſition, which fows pillows to the arms of back- 
ſliders and apoſtates, by promiſing them immortality 
if they perſevere in ſin. But ſetting aſide the ab- 
ſurdity of ſuppoſing, that old Solomon, for exam- 

le, might have kept himſelf alive till now by aſſi- 
A worſhipping Aſhtaroth ; or, which is the 
ſame, that he might have put off death by 2 
off repentance, becauſe he could not die till he ha 
repented: I aſk, where is this ſtrange goſpel writ- 
ten? Certainly not in the Old Teſtament ; for 
God aſks there with indignaon, When the righ- 
teous turneih away from his righteouſneſs, and com- 
mitteth iniquity, ſhall he live? No: in his fin that 
he has ſinned ſhall he die,” Ezek. xvii. 24. Much 
leſs in the New, where Chriſt proteſts, that he will 


ſpue lukewarm believers out of his mouth, and that 
every branch in him which bears not fruit, ſhall be 


taken away, or cut off: An awful threatening this, 
which was executed even upon one of the twelve 
apoſtles; for our Lord himſelf ſays, Thoſe that thou 
gaveſt me I have kept, and none of them is loft but 
Judas, who fell finally, ſince he died in the very 
act of ſelf-murder, and is particularly called the /on 
of e ps 

But granting you, that leſt Lot, David, and So- 

lomon ſhould be condemned by works in the day 
of judgment, they were to be immortal till they re- 
pented and did their firſt works; this very ſuppoſi- 
tion indicates, that till they repented they were ſons 
of perdition, according to that ſolemn declaration of 
Truth manifeſt in the fleſh, ** Except ye repent, ye 
ſhall all periſh.“ 

As if you were aware of this difficulty, p. 149, 
ou have recourſe to a noted: diſtinction in Geneva. 
ogic, by which you hope to ſecure your favourite 
doctcines, as well as fond Rachel once ſecured her 

favourite teraphim. You ſay, that tho' a ſinner“ 
(David, for inſtance, or Solomon) * be juſtified in 
the /ight-of-Ged by Chriſt alone, he is declaratively 

juſtified 
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juſtified by works both here and at the day of judg- 


ment.“ . 

Now, Sir, this neceſſarily implies, that though 
David in Uriah's bed, and Solomon at the ſhrine 
of Aſhtaroth, are juſtified in the ſight of God by 
Chriſt's chaſtity and piety imputed to them: yet, be- 
fore men, and before the Judge of quick and dead, 
they are juſtified by the evidence of their own chaſ- 
tity and piety, This diſtinction, one of the main 
ſupports of Calviniſm, is big with abſurdities : for 
at it is Juſt, it follows, 

1. That while God ſays of Solomon, worſhipping 
the goddeſs of the Zidonians, be is ſtill a true be- 
liever, he is juſlified from all things; Chriſt ſays, 
By his fruit ye ſhall know him ;*” he is an impe- 
nuent, unjuſtified idolater; and St. James, ſiding 
with bis Maſter, ſays roundly, that Solomon's faich, 
being now without works, is a dead, unjuſtifying 
faith, by which, as well as by his bad works, he is 
condemned already, Now, Sir, it remains that you. 
ſhould give up antinomian Calviniſm, or tell us who 
is groſsly miſtaken, God or Chrilt : For upon your 
icheme, God ſays of an impeni' ent idolater, who 
once beiteved in him, “ He is my junmea vy ns 
perfect law of liberty :” and Chriit ſays, “ He' 1s 
fully condemned by the ſame law!“ and reaſon dic- 
fates, that both parts of a full contradiction cannot 
be true. 

Do not ſay, that, upon the calvinian plan, the 
Father and the Son never contradiét one another in 
the matter of a ſinner's juſtification ; for if the Fa- 
ther juſtifies by the imputation of an external righ- 
teouſneſs, which conſtitutes a ſinner righteous while 
he commu's all ſorts of crimes ; and it the Son, on 
the other hand, condemns a finner for his words, 
much more for the commiſſion of adultery, idolatry, 
and murder ; their ſentence muſt be as frequently 
different, as a believer acts or ſpeaks contrary to the 
law of liberty. For Chriſt, being the ſame yeſter- 
day, to-day, and for ever, cannot juſtify, he mult 

| condemn 
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condemn now, as well-as in the day of judgment, 
every man who now acts or ſpeaks wickedly. 

Should you attempt to account for the Faiker's 
imaginary juſtification of an impenitent 1dolater, by 
bringing in Calvin's decrees, and ſaying that God 
reckoned Solomon a converted man at the ſhrine of 
Aſhtaroth, becauſe he had abſolutely decreed to give 
him reſtoring grace : I reply, that ſuppoſing ſuch 
decrees are not 1maginary, is it not abſurd to ſay, 
God reckons that cold is heat, and confounds Ja- 
nuary with July, becauſe he has decreed that ſum-— 
mer ſhall follow winter? Therefore which way ſo- 
ever you turn, abſurdities or impieties ſtare you in 
the face. | 

2. The unreaſonableneſs of Calviniſm will ap- 
pear to you more glaring ſtill, if you ſuppoſe a mo- 
ment that David died in Uriah's bed. For then, 
according to Criſp's juſtification by the imputation 
of Chriſt's chaſtity, he muſt have gone ſtrait to 
heaven; and, according to our Lord's condemna- 
tion, by the evidence of perſonal adultery, he muſt 
have gone ſtrait to hell. Thus, by the help of Ge- 
neva logic, ſo ſure as the royal adulterer might have 
died hefore Nathan ſtiried him up to repemtance, I 
can demonſtrate, that David might have been ſave 
ed and damned, in heaven and in hell at the ſame 
time! | 

g. Your diſtinction inſinuates, that there will be 
two days of judgment ; one to try us ſecretly before 
God, by imputed ſin and imputed righteouſneſs ; 
and the other, to try us publicly before men and an- 
gels, by perſonal ſin and perſonal righteouſneſs : A 
new doctrine this, which every chriſtian is bound 
to reject, not only becauſe the Scripture is ſilent 
about it, but becauſe it fixes a ſhocking duplicity of 
conduct upon God ; for it repreſents 1 firſt, as 
abſolutely ſaving or damning the children of men, 
according to his own. capricious imputation of 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs, or of Adam's ſin ; and then 
as being deſirous to make a ſhew of juſtice be/ore 


men and angels, by pretending to juſlify or con- 
denn 
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demn people according to their works, when in fact, 
be has al:eady jultihed or condemned them without 


the leaſt reſpett to their works; for, ſays Biſhop 


Cowper and Mr. Hill, © In the act of juſtification, 
good works hive no place:” and indeed how ſhould 
they, if free-grace and free-wrath have unalterah] 

caſt the lot of all, before the foundation of the 
world ;—or, in other terms, if f:nzhed ſalvation and 


finiſhed damnation have the ſtamp of God, as well 


as that of Calvin? 

4. According to your imaginary diſtinction, 
Chriſt, as King of Saints, frequently condemns for 
inherent wickedneſs, thoſe whom he juſtifies, as a 
Prieſt, by 1mputed righteouſneſs; and fo, to the 
diſgrace of his wiſdom, he. publicly recants, as a 
Jace. the ſentence of complete juſtification, which 

e privately paſſes as a God. Permit me to enforce 


this obſervation by the example of Judas, or any 


other apoſtate. I hope nobody will charge me with 
blaſphemy, for ſaying, that our Lord called Judas 


with the ſame ſincerity, with which he called his 


o'her diſciples. Heaven forbid, that any chriſtian 
mould ſuppoſe, the Lamb of God called Iſcariot to 
get him into the pit of perdition, as a fowler does 


an unhappy bird which he wan's to get into a de- 


coy. Judas readily anſwered the call, and undoubt- 
edly believed in Chriſt, as well as the reſt of the 
apoſtles : For St. John ſays, © This beginning of 
miracles did Jeſus in Cana of Galilee, and mani— 
teſted forth his glory, and his diſciples, [of whom 


Judas was one| believed in him.” His faith was 


true, ſo far as it went; for he was one of the 


little flock to whom it was God's good pleaſure to 


give the kingdom, Luke xii. 32. Our Lord pro- 
nounced him % ed, with the reſt of his diſciples, 
Matt. xiii. 16. and conditionally promiſed him one 


of the twelve apoſtolic crowns-1n his glory, Matt, 
X1X. 28. 


If you ſay, that © he was always a traitor and a 
hypocrite, you run into endleſs difficulties; for, 1. 


You make Chriſt countenance, by his example, all 


biſhops, 
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biſhops, who knowingly ordain wicked men; all 
patrons, who give them livings; and all kings, who 
prefer ungodly men to bigh dignities in the church. 
2. You ſuppoſe, that Chriſt, who would not re- 
ceive an occaſional teſtimony from an evil ſpirit, 
not wy ſent a devil to preach and baptize in his 


name, but at his return encouraged him in his hor. 
rid diſſimulation, by bidding him“ rejoice that his 
name was wri'ten in heaven.“ . You believe, 
that the faithful and true Witneſs, in whoſe mouth 
no guile was ever found, gave this abſurd, hypocri- 
tical charge to a goat, an arch-hypocrite, a devil : 
„ Behold, I ſend you forth as a ſheep in the midſt 
of wolves ; but fear not, the hairs of your head are 
all numbered. A ſparrow ſhall not fall to the ground 
without your Father, and ye are of more value than 
many ſparrows. Do not premeditate, it ſhall be 


given you what you ſhall ſpeak ; for it is not you 


that ſpeak, but the Spirit of your Father which 
ſpeaketh in you.” 

When our Lord ſpoke thus to Judas, he was 2 
ſheep, i. e. he heard Chriſt's voice, and followed 
him. But, alas! he was afterward taken by the 
bright ſhining of filver and gold, as David was by 
the ſtriking beauty of Uriah's wife. And when he 


had admitted the baſe temptation, our Lord, with 


the honeſty of a Maſter, and tenderneſs of a Sa- 
viour, ſaid, Have not I choſen you twelve, and 
one of you is a devil ?” He has let the tempter 
into his heart. This ſevere, tho' indirect reproof, 
reclaimed Judas for a time; as a ſimilar rebuke 
checked Peter on another occaſion. Nor was it pro- 
bably till near the end of our Lord's miniſtry, that 
he began to be unfaithtul in the mammon of un- 
righteouſneſs : and even then Chriſt kindly warned, 
without expoſing him. | 

Some, indeed, think that our Lord was partial to 


Peter; but I do not fee it: for with equal love and 


fanh/ulneſs he warned all his diſciples of their ap- 

proaching fall, and mentioned the peculiar circum- 

ftances ot Judas's and Peter's apoſtaſy.—“ Ay, but 
e 
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he prayed for Peter, that his faith might not fail,” 
— And is this a proot, that he never prayed for 
Judas? That he always excepted him, when he 
prayed for his diſciples, and that he would have 
excepted him, if he had been alive when he inter- 
ceded for all his murderers ?—" However, he {ooked 
at Peter, to cover him with penitential ſhame.” — 
Nay, he did more than this for Judas: for he point- 
ed at him, firſt indirefily, and then directly, to 
bring him to a ſenſe of his crime. But ſuppoſing 
our Lord had not at all endeavoured to ſtop him in 


his dreadful career, would this have been a proot 


of his reprobating partiality ? Is it not faid, that 
* the Lord weigheth the ſpirits ?”” As ſuch, did he 
not ſee that Judas offended of malicious wickedneſs, 
and calm deliberation : and that Peter would of- 
fend merely through fear and ſurpriſe ? Suppoſing 
therefore he had made a difference between them, 
would it be right to account for it by Calvinian 
election and reprobation, when that difference might 
ſo naturally be accounted for from the different ſtate 
of their hearts, and nature of their falls ? Was it 
not highly agreeable to the notions we have of juſ- 
tice, and the declarations we read in the Scripture, 
that our Lord ſhould reprobate or give up Judas, 
when he ſaw him immoveably fixed in his apoſ- 
tacy, and found that the laſt hour of his day of grace 
was now expired ? | 

From all theſe circumſtances, I hope I may con- 
clude, that Judas was not always a hypocrite-; 
That he may be properly ranked among apoſtates, 
that is, among thoſe who truly fall from God, and 
therefore were once truly in him; and that our 
Lord ſpoke no untruth, when he called the Spirit 
of God the ſpirit of Judas's Father, without mak- 
ing any difference between him and the other 
diſciples. 

If you aſk, How he fell? I reply, that overlook- 
ing an important part of our Lord's paſtoral charge 
to bim, „He that endureth unto the end, the ſame 
ſhall be ſaved,” he dallied with worldly temptations, 
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till the evil ſpirit, which was gone out of him, en- 

tered in again, with ſeven other ſpirits more wieked 

| than himſelf, and took poſſeſſion of his heart, which 

was once {wept from reigning fin, and garniſhed 

©. with the graces which adorn the Chriſtian in his in- 

1 fant-ſtate. Thus, like Hymeneus, Philetus, De- 
mas, and all other apoſtates, “ by putting away a 
good conſcience concerning faith he made ſhip- 

_ wreck,” and evidenced the truth of God's declara- 
tion, When the righteous turneth away from his 
righteouſneſs, all his 1ighteouſneſs that he hath done 
ſhall not be mentioned: In his fin that he hath ſin- 
ned he ſhall die.” 

* Nay, Judas kept his maſter's money, and was 
a thief; therefore he was always a hypocrite, an ab- 
ſolute reprobate.“ | , 
To ſhew the weakneſs of this objection, I need 

| only retort it thus, David ſet his heart upon his 
neighbour's wife, as Judas did upon his maſter's 

| money, and like him betrayed innocent blood; 

therefore he was always a hypocrite, an abſolute re- 

| probate. If the inference is juſt in one caſe, it is 

j | undoubtedly ſo in the other. 

| h But David repented, and did his firſt works.” 

| 

| 
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] thank my objector for this important conceſſion. 
Did Judas periſh ? It was then becauſe he did not 
do his ft works, though he repented. And is 
David fayed ? It is becauſe he not only repented, 
but did allo his firſt works ; or, to uſe your own 
expreſſions, becauſe he recovered “ juſtifying faith, 

which cannot be wi hout good works.” Thus, when 
he had recovered juſtifying faith before God, he 
could again be juſtified by the evidence of wor ks, 
both before his fellow mortals, and that God who 
judges the world in righteouſneſs, and who ſentences 
every man according to hzs own works, and not 
merely according to works done by another near 
6000 or 1800 years before they were born. Thus 
the royal adulterer, who died a juſtified, chaſte pe- 
nitent, can, thro' the merits of Chriſt, ftand beſore 
the throne in a better and more ſubſtantial * 

neſs, 
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neſs, than the fantaſtic robe in which you imagine 
he was clothed, when his ez es were ral] of adulter 

and his hands full of blood ;—an airy, looſe, flimſy 
robe this, cut out at Geneva and Dort, not at Jeru- 
ſalem or Antioch ;—a wretched contrivance, the 
chief uſe of which is to cover the iron-clay feet of 
the Calvinian Diana, and afford a fate aſylum, a de- 
cent canopy to the pleaſant children, while they de- 
bauch their neighhours' wives, and hypocritically 
murder them out of the way. 

O ye good men, how long will ye inadvertently 
repreſent our God, who is glorious in holineſs, as 
the pander of vice? And Chriſt's immaculate righ- 
teouſneſs, as the unſeemly cloak of ſuch wickednels 
as is not ſo much as named among the Gentiles ? 
O that ſalvation from this evil were given unto Iſ- 
rel out of Zion! O that the Lord would deliver 
his people from this prepoſterous error! O that 
the blaſt of divine indignation, and the ſighs of 
thouſands of good men, lighting at once on the great 
imige, might tear away the looſe robe of righteoul- 

'*neſs, which Calvin put upon her in a“ winter ſca- 
5 n Then could all the world read the mark of 
the beaſt and the ſiend, which ſhe wears on her 
naked breaſt: Free adultery, tree murder, free 
inceſt, any length of ſin for the pleaſant children, 
the little flock of the elet: Free wrath, free ven- 
geance, free damnation for the immenſe herd of the 
reprobates !” | 
But to return to Judas, the firſt of all chriſtian 
apoſtates: waving the conſideration of his juſtifi- 
cation in his infancy, I obſerve, that as he had once 
true faith, he undoubtedly believed to righteouſneſs, 
and conſequently it was imputed to him for righte- 
ouſneſs. Now: it this means, that God put upon 
him a looſe robe of righteouſneſs, which for ever 
{creened him from condemnation, and under which 
he could conceal a bag of ſtolen money, as eaſily as 
you ſuppoſe David hid the ewe-lamb which he con- 
veyed away from Uriah's paſture; it follows, upon 
your {cheme, that “ juſtification being one ſingle 
| OS immutable 
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immutable act, in which works have no place,” Ju- 
das is {t1i] completely juſtified before God, by Cal- 
vinian imputation of righteoulneſs ; although chriſ- 
tians have hitherto believed, works have ſo 1mpor- 
tant a place in juſtification, that the apoſtate is no 
leſs condemned before God, than before men and 
angels, by his avarice and treaſon. 

Let thoſe who can ſplit a hair, as eaſily as an ea- 
le can find her paſſage between eaſt and weſt, take 
| the choſen apoſtle, who did not make his election 


f ſure by the works of faith ; and let them ſplit him 
| alunder : So fall happy Ilcariot, the dear elected 
child of God, wrapped in imputed righteouſneſs, 
and carried by everlaſting love, infallibly go to hea- 
ven without works, in conſequence of his Calvinian 
juſtification before God: while poor reprobated Ju- 
das, for accompliſhing God's decree, ſhall infallibly 
go to his own place, in conſequence of his condem- 
nation by the evidence of wicked works. 
Thus, Sir, by fixing my plain engine, common - 
ſenſe, upon the immoveable point which you have 
ranted me, i. e. St. James's juſtification by works, 
F hots I have not only removed the rock of offence 
from off Mr. Weſley's Anti-Criſpian propoſitions, 
but heaved alſo your great Diana, and her brother 
Apollyon, (I mean unconditional Election and abſo- 
Ime Reprobation) from off the baſis of orthodoxy, 
on which you ſuppole they ſtand firm as the pillars 
of heaven, May the God of pure, impartial love, 
whom they have ſo long indirectly traduced, as a 
God of blind dotage to hundreds, and implacable 
wrath to millions of his creatures, in the very ſame 
circumitances ;—the God whom thoſe gractous 
doftrines have repreſented as fond Eli, and grim 
Apollyon ;—may He, I ſay, afiſe, for his name's 
ſake, and touch the Geneva Coloflus with his own 
ormnipotent finger: ſo ſhall it in a moment fall from 
the amazing height of reverence to which Calvin, 
the Synod of Dort, and Eliſha Coles have raiſed it; 
and 11s undeceived votaries ſhall perceive, they had 
no more reaſon to call Geneva impolitions the doc- 
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A Fourth Check to Antinomianiſm, 77 
trines of grace, than good Aaron and the miſtaken 
Iſraelites, to give the tremendous name of Zehovah 
to the ridiculous idol, which they had devoutly ſet 
up in the abſence of legal Moſes: ſo, giving glory 
to God, they {hall confeſs that the robe of their 
image, with which ſome ſo olficiouſly cover impe- 
nitent adulterers and murderers, is no more like the 
true wedding garment, than the imaginary appear- 


ances of armed men in the clouds, are like the mul 


titude of the heavenly hoſt. 

While you try to defend this robe, and I to tear 
it off the back of Antinomian Jezebel, let us not 
neglett putting off the old man, puiting on Chriſt 
Jeſus; and walking in him as St. Paul, or with him 
as Enoch, arrayed in fine linen, clean and white, 
which is the righteouſneſs imparted to the ſaints, 
when Chriſt is formed in their hearts by faith, and 
imputed to them ſo long as they walk in their mea- 
ſure as he allo walked, That notwithſtanding our 
warm controverſy, we may walk in love with each 
other, and all the people of God, is the prayer of, 
Honored and dear Sir, your obedient and devoted 
Servant in St. James's goſpel, 

Joann FLETCHER, 


LETTER VII. 
To RICHARD HILL, Eſq; 


Honored and dear Sir, 
12 Fourth Leiter of your Reviem you pro- 


duce as“ a full and particular anſeber to 
what I have advanced againſt Criſp's ſcheme of fi- 
niſhed ſalvation and finiſhed damnation. But to my 
great ſurpriſe, you paſs in profound ſilence over my 
itrongeſt arguments. Had I been in. your place, I 
would have paid ſome regard to my word, printed 
in capitals in my title-page: I would have tried to 
piove, that, upon Criſp's ſcheme, St. Paul might, 
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conſiſtently with wiſdom, exhort the Philippians, 
to work out their | finiſhed |] ſalvation with fear and 
trembling. And if I could not have made it appear, 


that our Lord has finiſhed his work, as an * 


ing Mediator, a teaching Prophet, and a ruling 
King; 1 would either have given up the point, or 
endeavoured to ſhew, that he has finiſhed it at leaſt 
as a Prieſt. 

But even this you could not do without ſetting 
aſide two important parts of his prieſtly office: fo 
the ſame Jeſus, who offered up himſelf as the true 
paſchal Lamb, who is now exalted at the right hand 
of God, to bleſs us as our Melchiſedec, and make 
znterceſſion for us as our Aaron, ſaying daily con- 
cerning a multitude of barren fig-trees in his vine- 
yard, Let them alone this year alſo, till I ſhall dig 
about them : and if they bear fruit well: and it not, 
then after that thou ſhalt cut them down.” Now if 
he daily carries on his own perſonal work of ſalva- 
tion, not only as a prophet and a king, but alſozs a - 
Mediator and a Prieſt ; common ſenſe dictates, that 
* his perſonal work ” is no more finiſhed than our 
own ; and that the doctrine of finzſhed /alvation is 
founded upon a heap of palpable miſtakes, if by that 
expreſſion you mean any thing more than a finiſhed - 
atonement. | J 

But, overlooking theſe unſurmountable difficul- 
ties, you open your * full and particular anſwer“ 
by ſaying, p. 62, 63. Finiſhed Salvation is the 
grand fortreſs, againſt which all your artillery is 
played, and at which your heavy bombs of bitter 
ſneer and cutting ſarcaſm are thrown :—Yet this 
very expreſſion, in its full extent, I undertake to 
vindicate, and in ſo doing ſhall fly to the ſword of 


the Spirit: and the Lord enabling me to wield it 


aright, I doubt not I ſhall put to flight the armies of 
the aliens.” Let us now ſee how you manage your 


ſword, put us to flight, and eſtabliſh finiſhed fal- 


I. Page 63, * When the Lord of Glory gave up 
the ghoſt, he cried, It is finiſhed. And what was 
finiſhed? 
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finiſhed ? Not merely his life; but /e wort tohick 
was given him to do. And what was this work, but 
the ſalvation of his people? One would have ima- 
gined, that the Lord's own uſe of this expreſſion 
might have ſilenced every cavil.“ | 
| "The Lord's own uſe of this contefled expreſſion, 
Finiſhed Salvation! Pray, Sir, where does he uſe 
it ? Certainly not in the two paſſages you quote. 
« have finiſhed the work thou gaveſt me to do,“ 
reviouſly to my entering on my paſſion : and, © It 
1s finiſhed :”* that is, All the prophecies relative to 
what I was to do, teach, and ſuffer before my death, 
ate accompliſhed, Thele ſcriptures do not in the 
leaſt refer to the work of /alvation on our part; nor 
do they even take in the moſt important branches of 


ſalvation's work on Chriſt's part. To aſſert it, is to 


take a bold ſtride into Socinianiſm, and maintain, 
it was not needful to our ſalvation that Chriſt ſhould 
die, and riſe again. For when he ſaid, © I have 
tiniſhed the work thou gaveſt me to do,” he 
was not yet entered upon his paſſion : nor had he 
died for our fins, much leſs was he yet riſen for our 
juſtification, when he ſaid upon the croſs, © It is 
finiſhed,” To ſuppoſe then, that ſalvation's work 
on Chriſt's part was finzſhed, not only before his re- 
ſurrection, but alſo before his death, is to ſet aſide. 


- ſome of his moſt important works; in direct oppo- 


ſition to the ſcriptures, which teſlify, that he died, 


the juſt for the unjuſt - and afhrm that if he is not 


rai/ed, our faith is vain, we are yet in our fins, 
Thus, Sir, you have ſo unhappily begun to“ wield 
your. ſword,” as to cut down, at the firſt ſtroke, the 
wo grand articles of the chriſtian faith, the death 
and reſurreclion of Jelus Chrift! + 

II. Page gg. To mend the matter, you have re- 
courſe to the myſterious dottrine of the decrees ; 
and becauſe © All events are preſent unto God, and 
were ſo from eternity to eternity,“ you affirm, that 
+ The glorification of the elect is as much fntſhed 
as their predeſtination.“ By the ſame rule of Ge- 
neva logic, I may ſay, that becauſe God has decreed, 
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the world ſhall melt with fervent heat, the general 
coriflagration is as much finiſhed as the —— 
Were ever more ſtrange aſlertions obtruded upon 
mankind ? 

Ik this illuſtration does not convince you of your 
miſtake, I turn the tables, and make your blood run 
cold with the dreadful counterpart of your own pro- 
poſition. The damnation of the non- elect born or 
unborn} is as much finiſhed as their predeſtination.“ 
And are theſe the good tidings of. great joy which 
| ſhall be to all people? And is this the comfortable 

goſpel of free-grace, which we are to preach to every 
creature? Alas, Sir, you wield your ſword ſo un- 
ſkilfully, as abſolutely to cut down all hopes and 
poſſibility of mercy for millions of your fellow- 
creatures; even for all the poor reprobates on the 
left ſide of the ſhip, who, from eternity to eter- 
nity,” were irreſiſlibly encloſed in the net of finifhed 

damnation!” | f 

III. P. 6g. To ſupport your unſcriptural aſſertion, 
vou produce * Rom. viii. 29. Whom he did predeſ- 
tinate, them he called; and whom he called, them 
he alſo juſtified; and whom he juſtified, them he 
alſo glorified ” Indeed, Sir, the Apoſtle no more 
meant to inſinuate by theſe words, that David was 

Juſtified and glorified, when he wallowed in the filth 

ot edultcry and murder; than that Judas was con- 

demned and damned, when he left all to follow 

Chriſt, He only lays before us an account of the 

method, which God follows in the eternal ſalvation 

of obedient, perſevering believers : who are the 
perſons that, as ſuch, he predeſtinated to life, ac- 
cording to his foreknowledge, and the counſel of 
his holy will. Theſe /e called, but not theſe alone. 

When they made their calling ſure, by believing in 

the light of their diſpenſation, theſe ke al/o juſtified. 

And when they made their juſtification ſure, by add- 

ing to their faith virtue, &c. theſe ke alſo glorrfied; 

for the ſouls of departed ſaints are actually glorified 
io Abraham's boſom; and living ſaints are not onl 


called and juſtified, but allo in part glorified ; for, 
| | * 


\ 
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by the Spirit of glory and of God, which reſts upon 
them, they are changed into the divine image from 
glory to glory; yea, they are already all-glartous 


within. | 


| How much more reaſonable and ſcriptural is this: 
ſenſe of the apoſtle's words, than that you fix upon 
them, by which you would make us believe, chat, 
on the one hand, Solomon's ſalvation (including his 
juſtification and glorification) was fin:fhed, * in the 
full extent. of the expreſſion,” when he worſhipped 
the abomination. of the Zidonians, and gloned 1n 
his ſhame: while, on the other hand, Demas's dam- 
nation was finiſhed, when he was St. Paul's zealous - 
companion in the kingdom and patience of Jeſus | 
Chriſt ? O Sir, have you not here alſo inadver- | 
tently uſed the ſword of the Spirit, to oppoſe the 
mind of the Spirit, and make way for barefaced 
Antinomianiſm? You proceed: 11 
IV. P. 64. © The ſame apoſlle, in his Epiſtle to | 
| the Epheſians, ſpeaking to believers, addreſſes them | 
as already, (virtually) ſeated in heavenly places in 
Chrif a5, Hence you inter, that their ſalvation | 
was finiſhed, ** in the fall extent of the expreſſion.” | 
But your concluſion is not juſt ; for the apoſtle, | 
; inſtead of ſuppoling their ſalvation finiſhed, exhorts | 
\ them not to ſteal, not to be drunk, and not to give | 
5 place to the devil, by fornication, uncleanneſs, fil- 
thinels, or covetouſneſs; for this ye know, adds 
he, that no unclean perſon, &c. hath any inheri- 
| tance in the kingdom of Chriſt; ſo far is he from l 
being © already virtually ſeated in heavenly places Il 
in Chrift' Jeſus,” ; 
What need 1s there of darkening counſel by a | 
word without knowledge? By the dark word 
virtually?“ While the Epheſians kept the faith, 
did they not ſet their affections on things above ? 
Were not their hearts in heaven with Chnift, agree- 
ably to our Lord's doctrine, Where your treaſure 
is, there will your hearts be alſo?” And by a lively 
faith, which is the ſubſtance of things hoped for, 
did they not already ſhare the glory of their exalted 


Head ? 
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Head? Will you ſtill endeavour to perſuade the 
world, that when David defiled his neighbour's bed, 
he was ** ſeated in heavenly places in Chriſt ?” Is 
it not evident, that theſe, and the like expreſſions 
of St. Paul, muſt not be underſtood of idle, anti- 


nomian ſpeculations ; but of ſuch a real change, 


as our church mentions in her collect for Aſcen- 
ſion-day 2 “ Grant, that as Chriſt aſcended into 
the heavens; ſo we may-alſo in heart and mind 
thither aſcend, and continually dwell?” Such 
wertul exertions of faith, hope, and love, as are 
deſcribed in the 77th hymn of Mr. Madan's col- 
lection ? | 
By Faith we are come 
To our permanent home, 
By hope we the rapture improve: 
| y love we lil] riſe, | 
And look down on the ſkies _ 
For the heaven of heavens is love!  _ 
But this is not all: If the ele, Whether they be 
drunk or ſober; chaſte or unclean, are ai,cady 
virtually ſeated in heavenly places in Chit,” ac- | 
_ cording to the doctrine of finzſhed ſalvation ; are not 
poor reprobates, whether they pray or curſe, repent 
or fin, already virtually ſeated in helliſh places in the 
devil, according to the doctrine of finiſhed damna- 
tion ? O Sir, when you uſe the ſword of the Spirit 
to ſtorm the New Jeruſalem, and cut the way thro' 
Jaw and goſpel before an adulterer in flagrante de- 
iclo, that be may virtually [that is, I tear, comtort- 
ably and _—_— fit in heavenly places in Chriſt, do 
ou not dreadfully proſtitute God's koly word ? in- 
advertently fight the battle of the rankeſt Antino- 
mians, and ſecure the foundation of Sandiman's as 
well as Criſp's increaſing errors? But you have an 
excuſe ready : | AY PE | 
V. P. 63. Chriſt has purchaſed the Spirit, to 
work mortification of ſin, &c. in the hearts of his 
children: and in this reſpe& their ſanctification is 
really as much finiſhed as their juſtification.” 1 
reply, 1. If their zu/{:fication by works in * 22 
| befor 
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-/ before the day of judgment, as our Lord inform us, 


Matt. xii. g7. your obſervation proves juſt nothing. 
2. The Scriptures, in direct oppoſition to your 
ſcheme declare, that the Spirit ſtrives with, and con- 
ſequently was purchaſed for al; thoſe who quench 
it, and ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, not excepted. 
Therefore, neither the ſanctification nor ſalvation of 
ſinners, is abſolutely ſecured by the purchaſe you 
mention. If_it were, all the world would-be ſaved. 
But, alas! many deny the Lord that bought them, 
and by doing deſpite to the Spirit of grace purchaſed 
for them, bring upon themlelves /wzft deſtruction, 
inſtead of finiſhed ſalvation, Here then, the ſword 
which you wield, flies again to pieces, by claſhin 
with the real ſword of the Spirit, brandiſhed by St. 
Peter and St. Paul. 
VI. P. 64. You bring in The immutability of 
God's counſel confirmed by an oath,” and add, 
The will and teſtament is ſigned, ſealed, and pro- 
perly atteſted.— Ie whole affair is finiſhed. There 
remains nothing to do but to take poſſeſhon.” I. 


thank you, dear Sir, for this conceſſion : ſomethin 


then “remains to do:“ we muſt, at leaſt, take 
poſſeſſion :” and if we negle& doing it, farewell 


finiſhes Jalvation: we ſhall as much fall ſhort of the 


heavenly, as the Iſraelites, who periſhed in the wil. 
derneſs, becauſe they refuſed to take poſſeſſion, fell 
ſhort of the earthly Canaan. 3 
Agaiu, we grant, that God's Will and teſta. 
ment is finiſhed, and ſealed by Chriſt's moſt pre- 
cious blood ;** and that * the everlaſting covenant 
is ordered in all things, and ſure :” But if part of 
that vill and covenant runs thus: © Ye are ſaved by 
grace through Faith —Vou are kept by the power 
of God through faith :—[/ ye continue in the 
faith :== Faith without works is dead: - Wherefore 
work out your own ſalvation with fear and trem- 
bling :—-For him that ſinneth, I will blot out of my 
book ;—If ye walk contrary to me, I will walk 
contrary to you: I will cut my ſtaff;/beauty, aſun- 
der, that I may break my covenant which 1 8 
made 
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ftroyed them that beltered not: — Although through 


eth he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall : — If part 


finiſhed, while he not only does not comply with 


then, inſtead of turning to flight the armies of 
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made with all the people, Zech. xi. 10. - And ye 
ſhall know my breach of promiſe, Numb. xiv. g4. 
I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye 
once knew' this, how that the Lord having /aved 
the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward de- 


faith they kept the paſſover, and the ſprinkling of 
blood, leſt the deſtroyer ſhould touch them; and 
did all drink the ſame ſpiritual drink (for they drank 
of that ſpiritual rock that followed them ; and that 
rock was CHRIST :)—Now all theſe things hap- 
pened to them for examples ; and they are written 
for our admonition, Wherefore let him that think- 


of God's will and covenant, I ſay, runs thus; is it 
not abſurd to ſuppole, that any man's /alvation is 


the gracious terms of God's © ſure covenant,” but 
notoriouſly incurs the dreadful threatenings record- 
ed in his unalterable ** will and teſtament.” Here 


the aliens,“ you have given us weapons to beat you 
out of the field, But you ſoon come back again to 
ſay : 5 J 
VII. P. 64. Certain it is, that the ſalvation of 
every ſoul given by the Father to the Son, in the 
eternal covenant of Redemption, is as firmly ſe- 
cured, as if thoſe ſouls were already in glory.“ 
The certainty which you ſpeak of, exiſts only in 

our own imagination. Judas was given by the 
Father to the Son ; and yet Judas was loſt, It the 
alvation of ſome people“ was as firmly ſecured 
from the beginning, as if they had already been in 

lory,” all the miniſters of the goſpel who have ad- 
dreſſed them at any time as children of wrath, have 
been preachers of lies, and the Holy Spirit witneſſes 
to an untruth, when he teſtifies to the unregenetate 
ele&, that they are in danger of bell. But this is 
not all; upon your dangerous ſcheme, the founda- 
tions are town down ; man is no more in a ſtate 
of trial ; the day of judgment will be a mere refs 
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and the Scriptures are a farago of the moſt abſurd 
cautions, and the moſt ſcandalous lies: for they per- 
petially: ſpeak to believers, as to perſons in danger 
of falling, and being cut off, if they do not walk 
circumſpettly 3 and they ailert, that ſome “ periſh 
for whom Chriſt died ;” and that others, by“ dee 
nying the Lord who bought them, bring upon them. 
ſclves ſwift deſtruction.““ Mt 
hut pray, Sir, when you tel] us, The ſalvation 
of every foul given by the Father to the Son, in 
the eternal covenant of redemption, is as firmly ſes. 
cured, as if thoſe ſouls were already in glory; do 
you not ſee the cloven foot on which your doctrine 
{talks along? Permit me to uncover it a moment, 
and ſtrike my readers with ſalutary dread, by hold- 
ing forth the inſeparable counterpart of your dan- 
ge:0us opinion, Certain it is, that the damnation 
of every foul given by the Father to the debil, in 
the eternal covenant of reprobation, is as firmly fe. 
cured, as it thoſe fouls were already in e Shame 
on the man that firſt called ſuch - horrid tenets the 
doctrines of grace, and the free goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt ! Confuſion on the lying ſpirit, who broke 
out of the bottomleſs pit, thus to blaſpheme the 
Father of mercies, delude good men, and ſow the 
tares of Antinomianiſm! ö, Sir, when you plead 
tor ſuch doctrines, inſte id of wielding aright “ the 
ſword of the Spirit,“ do you not plunge it in mud- 
dy, Stygian waters, till it is covered with ſordid 
rull, and reeks with poiſonous error? But you 
urſue: O39 | 
F VIII. P. 64. To ſcruple the uſe of that ex- 
preſſion, frnifhed ſalvation, argues the greateſt miſe 
traſt of the Mediator's power, and caſts the higheſt 
reflection upon his infinite wiſdom, by ſuppoſing 
tha he did not count the coſt before he began ta 
build, and therefaie that either his own perſonal 
work, or that which he does iu his r 
tiey are only parts of the ſame ſalvation) is left 
unſiniſhed,” If we do not admit your doctrine, it 
s not becauſe we miſtruſt. the Mediator's'** power,” 
Vol. III. H and 
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84 Logica Genevenſis: Or, 
made with all the people, Zech. xi. 10—And ye 
ſhall know my breach of promiſe, Numb. xiv. 94. 
I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye 
once knew' this, how that the Lord having /aved 
the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward de- 


ſtroyed them that belzered not :—Although through 


faith they kept the paſſover, and the ſprinkling of 
blood, leſt the deſtroyer ſhould touch them ; and 
did all drink the ſame ſpiritual drink (for they drank 
of that ſpiritual rock that followed them; and that 
rock was CHR1ST :)—Now all theſe things hap- 
pened to them for examples; and they are written 
for our admonition, Wherefore let him that think- 


eth he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall ; ”—If part 


of God's wilt and covenant, I ſay, runs thus; is it 
not abſurd to ſuppoſe, that any man's /alvation is 


Jiniſled, while he not only does not comply with 


the gracious terms of God's © ſure covenant,” but 
notoriouſly incurs the dreadful threatenings record- 
ed in his unalterable ** will and teſtament.” 
then, inſtead of © turning to flight the armies of 


the aliens,” you have given us weapons to beat you 


out of the field. But you ſoon come back again to 
_—_—_ , | 
VII. P. 64. Certain it is, that the ſalvation of 
every ſoul given by the Father to the Son, in the 
eternal covenant of Redemption, is as firmly ſe- 
cured, as if thoſe ſouls were already in glory.“ 
The certainty which you ſpbak of, exiſts only in 
our own imagination. Judas was given by the 
Father to the Son; and yet Judas was loſt. It the 
/aluvation of ſome people © was as firmly ſecured 
from the beginning, as if they had already been in 
glory,” all the miniſters of the goſpel who have ad- 
dreſſed them at any time as children of wrath, have 


been preachers of lies, and the Holy Spirit witneſſes. 


to an untruth, when be teſtifies to the unregenetate 

ele&t, that they are in danger of hell. But this. is 

not all; upon your dangerous ſcheme, the founda- 

tions are town down; man is no more in a ſtate 

of trial ; the day of judgment will be a mere ered 
| 2 an 


Here 
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and the Scriptures are a farago of the moſt abſurd 
cautions, and the moſt ſcandalous lies: for they per- 
petually ſpeak to believers, as to perſons in danger 

of falling, and being cut off, if they do not walk 
circumſpectly; and they aſſert, that ſome “ periſh 
for whom Chriſt died) and that others, by * de 


ſclves ſwift deſtruction.“ 
hut pray, Sir, when you tell us, “ The ſalvation 
of every foul given by the Father to the Son, in 
the eternal covenant of redemption, is as firmly ſes 
cured, as if thoſe ſouls were already in glory ;” do 
you not fee the cloven foot on which your doftrine 
{talks along? Permit me to uncover it a moment, 
and ftrike my readers with ſalutary dread, by hold- 
ing forth the inſeparable counterpart of your dan- 
ge:o0us opinion, “ Certain it is, that the damnation 
of every ſoul given by the Father to the devil, in 


on the man that firſt called ſuch . horrid tenets the 


doctrines of grace, and the free goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt ! Contuſton on the lying ſpirit, who broke 


pf out of the bottomleſs pit, thus to blaſpheme the 
ae Father of mercies, delude * men, and ſow the 
N tares of Antinomianiſm! O, Sir, when you plead 


tor ſuch doctrines, inſte id of wielding aright * the 
ſword of the Spirit,“ do you not plunge it in mud- 
dy, Stygian waters, till it is covered with ſordid 
rull, and reeks with poiſonous error? But you 
urſue: | 

{ VIII. P. 64. To ſcruple the uſe of that ex- 
preſſion, ſtuiſued ſalvation, argues the greateſt miſ- 
truſt of the Mediator's power, and Caſts the higheſt 
reflection upon his infinite wiſdom, by ſuppoſing 
tra he did not count the coſt before he began ta 
build, and therefofe that either his own perſonal 
work, or that which he does in his members (for 
they are only- parts of the ſame ſalvation) is left 


s not becauſe we miſtruſt the Mediator's power,“ 
Vor. III. H and 


1 


nying the Lord who bòught them, bring upon them. - 


the eternal covenant of rehbrobation, is as firmly ſe- 
cured, as it thoſe fouls were already in Ae.“ Shame 


un/iniſhed,” It we. do. not admit your doGrine, it 
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86 Logica Genevenſis: Or, 


and have low thoughts of his “ wiſdom ;” but, 
becauſe we cannot believe, that he will uſe his 
Power in oppoſition to his Wiſdom and Truth, in 
taking the elett by main force into heaven, as a 
ſtrong man takes a ſack of corn into his granary ; 
much leſs can we think, that he will uſe his Omnt- 
potence in oppoligion to bis Mercy and Juſlice, by 
placing millions of his creatures in ſuch forcible 
circumſtances, as abſolutely neceſſitate them to {in and 
be damned, according to the horrible dottrine of 
ee, damnation. 

Nor do we ſuppoſe, that Chriſt unwiſely forgot 
to © count the coſt.” No: from the beginning he 
knew, that ſome would abuſe their liberty, and bury 
their talent of good will, and gracious power to 
come unto him, that they might have more abun. 
dant life.” But far from being diſappointed, as 
we are when things fall out contrary to our fond 
expettation, he declared beforehand ; I have la- 
boured in vain, yet ſurely my work is with my 
God,” Ifa. xlix. 4. As if he had faid, & If I can- 
not rejoice over the obſtinate negletters of my great 
ſalvation ; if my kindly dying for their fins, ex- 
cepting that againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; and my. ſin- 
cerely calling upon them to turn and live, prove 
uſeleſs to them, through their doing deſpite to the 
Spirit of grace, and committing the ſin unto death; 

et my work will not be loſt with reſpect io my God, 

. impartial, redeeming love will effectually 
ſtop every mouth, and abundan:ly ſecure the honor 
of all the divine perfections, which would be dread- 
fully ſullied, if by-an abſolute decree, that a/{ ſhould 
neceſſarily fall in Adam, and that millions ſhould 
never have it in their power to riſe by Me, I had ſet 
my ſeal to the hoirtble dottrine of fanzjhed damna- 
tion.“ 

Here then, in flouriſhing with your ſword, you 
have beater the arr, inſtead of turning to fliglit the 
armies of—* thoſe who are not clear in the doc- 
trine of abſolute predeſtination, whom you call — 
aliens; and in a quotation, p. 37. abſolutely 

| - place 
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place among the numerous hoſts of the Diabolo- 
nians, who by the belt of laws muſt die as elettion- 
doubters.“ 

IX. P. 64. If any thing is left unfiniſhed, 
Chriſt would never have ſaid, He that believeth hath 
everlaſting life : it is already begun in his foul.” 
Well, if it is but begun, it is not yet /aniſhed. But 
you add, It is ſo certain in reverſion, that nothing 
{hall deprive him of it True, / he continues in 
the faith, and abides in Chriſt, hearing his voice, 
and following him: For who fhall pluck you out 
of the Redeemer's hand ?—* Who thall harm you 
if ye be followers of that which is good? But if 
the believer makes ſhipwreck of his faith, and ends 
in the fleſh, after having begun in the Spirit, with 
all apoſlates he ſhall of the fleſh reap deſtruction. 
Again, V's, | 

Everlaſting life, in the paſſage you quote, un- 
doubtedly ſignifies a title to eternal bliſs, as it ap- 

ears from theſe words of our Lord, © He that has 
eft brethren, &c, for my ſake, ſhall receive in the 
world to come eternal life; and from theſe words 
of St. Paul, Ye have your fruit unto holineſs, and 
the end everlaſting liſe: Now if we give over fol- 
lowing after holineſs, and do not continue to leave 
all for Chriſt's ſake, may we not forteit out zzle to 
glory, as the ſervant who had ten thouſand talents 
torgiven him, forfeited his pardon and the privi- 
lege annexed to it, by taking his fellow-ſervant by 
the throat, and arreſting him for a hundred pence ? 
But ſuppoſing the expreſſion everlaſting life, means 
as you intimate, ** the lile of. God already begun in 
the foul,” agreeably to theſe ſcriptures; “The life 
that I live, I live by faith in the Son of God; for 
the juſt ſhall hve by faith; how can you infer, 
that the life of faith is inamiſhible? If you can be- 
lieve, that every child quickened in the womb, 
grows up to be a man, becauſe, he has human lite 
in embrio; I will grant, that no ſoul, quickened by 
the ſeed of grace, can Fa. and that the ſeed of 
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the word brings forth fruit to maturity in every fort 
of ground, W Bog, 35 

Should you reply,“ That the life of faith, or 
ſpiritual life, cannot be loſt, becauſe it is of an e/er- 
nal nature,” I deny the conſequence. Suppoſe. 1 
have loſt an everlaſting jewel, do + not quibble my- 
felt out of my invaluable property, if I ſay, © 1 
have not Joſt it, for it is everlaſting?” Did not 
Satan and Adam loſe their ſpiritval lite? Do not 
all apoſtates loſe it alſo? Is there a damned ſoul 
but what has loſt it twice! once in Adam, and the 
{econd time by his own perſonal tranſgreſſions ? 
Are not all men who burn in fire unquenchable, 
tices plucked up by the roots; not becauſe they 
ied d Adam, but becauſe they are twice dead be- 
cauſe they perſonally deſtroyed themſelves, and when 
Chriſt gave them a degree of life, would not come 
to him, that they might have it more abundantly ? _ 
1hus, by re/iing to the laſt the quickening beams 
of the Spirit that ffrove with them, they quenched 
him in themſelves, and became apoſtates. If Chriſt 
is the light and the life of men, and if he enlight- 
ens every man that comes into the world, are not- 
all the damned, apoſtates? Have they not all tal. 
len from {ome degree or other of quickening grace? 
Have they not all buried one or more talents? And 
is it not Satan's maſter-piece of policy, to make 
good men aſſure quickened ſinners, that they cannot 
ioſe their life, no not by plunging into the whirl- 
pools of adultery, murder, and inceſt ? The an- 
cient ſerpent deceived our firſt parents by ſaying, 
** Ye ſhall not ſurely die,” if ye eat of the forbidden 
fruit : but now, it ſeems, he may 1ake his reſt; for, 
O aſtoniſhing! goſpel minifters do his work : they 


inadvertently deceive the very elect, and overthrow 


the faith of ſome, by making them the very ſame 
falſe promiſe, 

I have already obſerved, that he who believeth 
is ſaid to have everlaſting life; not only | becauſe, 


While he keeps the faith; he has a title to glory, but 


becauſe living faith always works by love, the gies 
| | that 


* 
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that never faileth, the grace that lives and abides for 
ever; not indeed in this or that individual, durin 
his ſtate of probation, but in the kingdom of hea- 
ven, among the ſpirits of juſt men made perlect in 
love, and confirmed in glory. However, you ſtill 
urge,“ To lay that everlaſting life can be loſt, is a 
contradiftion in terms: if it is everlaſting, how can 
it be forfeited or loſt ?” How! Juſt as the Jews 
forfeited the land which God gave to Abraham for 
an everlaſling poſſeſſion, Gen. xvii. 8. Juſt as the 
ſeed of Phineas loſt-the everlaſting prieſthood, Num. 
xxv. 13- Juſt as the Iſraelites broke the everlaſting 
covenant, Iſa. xxiv. 5. Juſt as Hymeneus and Phi- 
letus forfeited the everlaſting privileges of believers ; 
that is, by making ſhipwreck of faith and a good con- 
ſcience. Here, then, the edge of your own ſword is 
again blunted, and the ſtroke given to the“ aliens“ 
eaſily parried, with the unbroken {word of the Spirit; 
1 mean, the word of Got illuſtrated by itſelf, and 
taken in connection with itlelt. However, you 
proceed: | - | th: {+1 
X P. 64. The choſen veſſek Paul, tells his 
beloved Timothy, that God Aa ſaved us, and 
called us with a holy calling, &c.“ Hence you 
conclude, that if we are elett our falvation is fi- 
mſhed. | I grant. that God hath ſaved us from hell, 
placed us in a ſtate of ſalvation begun, and © called 
us with a holy calling, to work out our ſalvation _ 
with fear and trembling;“ under ſome diſpenſation 
of that “ grace which was given us in Chriſt be. 
fore the world begun ; according to God's own pur- 
| poſe,” that Chriſt ſhould be * the Saviour of all 
men, eſpecially of them thai believe.” But, alas! 
tho' many are thus called, yet but few are choten ; 
becauſe tew walk -worthy of their high vocation, 
few make their calling and electiou ſure. Numbers, 
like David and Solomon, Demas and Sapphira, be- 


th lieve for a while, and in time of temptation fall 
ſe, away; ſome of whom, inſtead of riling again, draw 
but back unto perdition. 5 95 25 
ace 
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Hence * the choſen veſſel, Paul,” himſelf cries 
to halting believers, * How ſhall we eſcape, if we 
negleft ſo great ſalvation ? So far was he ſrom 
fmogining that the ſalvation of ſome, and the dam- 
nation of others, were as firmly ſecured,” as if 
the one ** were already in heaven,” and the other 
In hell ! So little did he think, that to preach the 
goſpel was to preſent the ele& with nothing but the 
cup of fintſhed ſalvation, even when they take away 
the wives and lives of their neighbours; and to 
drench the reprobates with the cup of finiſhed dam- 
nation, even while they aſk, ſeek, knock, and en- 
deavour to make their mock-calling ſure! | 
Certain it is, that if the apoſtle ſpoke of your 
finiſhed ſalvation, when he ſaid, God hath ſaved 
us, and called us with a holy calling,“ reprobated 
myriads may reaſonably give over wreſthng with 
almighty, everlaſting wrath, and cry out, “ He hath 
damned us, and called us with an unkoly, hy pocriti- 
cal, and lying calling, according to his own'p 
and wrath, which was given in Adam before the 
world began,” O Sir, by this frighiful doArine, 
you give a deſperate thuſt to the hopes which 
millions entertain, that God 1s not yet abſolutely 
mercilefs towards them, and that they may yet re- 
pent and be ſaved; but happily for them, it is with 
the dagger of error; and not with © the ſword of the 
Spirit, | | 
FXI. P. 63. But farther. Believers are faid to 
be ſaved by faith, and to be kept by the power of 
God through faith unto ſalvation. Now true faith 
and ſalvation are here inſeparably linked by the 
apoſtle.” Inſeparably linked? Pray, Sir, where 
3s the inſeparable link? I ſee it not. Nay, when 
I conſult the apoſtles, on whoſe ſtrained words yon 
xaife your argument, they riſe with one conſent 
| i Soainfl your doctrine. The one ſays: ſome branches 


in Chriſt © were broken off becauſe: of unbelief ;. 
thou ftandeſt by faith; © er nya true faith] ne- 
vertheleſs, fear Jeſt he alſo ſpare not thee. Behold 
[ his goodneſs towards thee, / thou continue in his 
J | 5 LEASE | goodneſs : 


. 
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oodneſs: otherwiſe thou alſs {halt be cut off.“ 
he other declares, If after they fallen believers, 
whom he does not call “ pleaſant,“ but curſed chil- 
dren] have eſcaped the pollutions of the. world; 
through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, [that is, through true faith] they are 
2gain entangled therein, and overcome; the latter 
end is worſe with them than the beginning,” s 
Pet. ii. 20. compared with 2 Pet. i. 2, 8, 9, 10. 
Thus, Sir, St. Paul and St. Peter, whom you call 
to your aſſiſtance, agree to wrench your {word 
out of your own band. But you ſoon take it up 
again; | | r 
XII. P. 64. Chriſt being ſtiled not only the 
Author, but the Fzniſher of our faith, he muſt be, 
conſequently the Fin:ſher of our /alvation."” So he 
undoubtedly is, when we are workers together with 
him, that is, when uſing the giacious talent of will 
and power, which he freely gives us, we work out 
our own ſalvation with fear and trembling. But if 
we bury that talent, do deſpite to the Spirit of grace, 
forget that we were.waſhed from our fins, and wal. 
low-again in the mire of iniquity ; Chriſt, the Au- 
thor of the faith which we deſtroy, profiteth us no- 
thing: we are fallen from grace. 9 8 
Is it right to rock feeble believers in the) cradle of 
carnal ſecurity, by telling them, they can hever loſe- 
the faith ; when part of St Paul's triumphant ſong, 
juſt before be received the crown of martyrdom, 
was, I have kept the faith?” What wonder was 
it, that ne ſhould have kept, what even the carnal, 
inceſtuous Corinthian could never dee When the 
Scriptures mention, not only thoſe who have kept 
the faith, but thoſe who have made ſhipwreck of it, 
and of a good conſcience,—thoſe who believe for a. 
while, and in time of temptation fall away,—and 
thoſe who one day believe, another day have little 
faith, and by and by have no faith; —are we not wiſe 
above what is written, and fow we not antinomian. 
tares, when we give lukewarm Laodiceans to under- 
| Os e | tand, 
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ſtand, they can never loſe what, alas! they have al- 
ready Joſt ? io | 4 
Ik Chriſt was to believe in his own blood for us, 
I grant, that the work of faith and ſalvation could 
not miſcarry. But what ground have we to ima- 
ine that this is the caſe ? Did the apoſtles charge 
Chriſt. or ſinners, to believe, under pain of dam- 
nation? If believing is emitely the work of Chriſt, 
why did he marvel at the unbelief of the Jews ? 
Did you ever marve], at the ſeſſions, that the con- 
ſlables in waiting did not act as magiſtra es? Did 
you ever ſend them to jail for not doing your work, 
as you ſuppole Chriſt ſends unbelievers to hell for 
not believing, that is, upon your ſcheme, for not 
doing his own w or | | 
While we readily grant you, that the talent of 
faith, like that of enduſtry, is the Free CUAv of God, 
together with the time, opportunity, and power to 
uſe it; ſhould you not grant us, that God treats us 
as rational, accountable creatures? That he daes 
not uſe the gift of faith for us? That we may bury 
our talent of faith, and periſh ; as ſome bury their 
talent of induſtry, and ſtarve? And that it is as 
abſurd to ſay, the faith of every individual in the 
church is inamiſſible, becauſe Chriſt is the author 


and finiſher of our faith; às io affirm that no indi- 


vidual ear of corn carr be blaſted, becauſe Chriſt 
(who upholds alt things by the word of his power) 
is the unchangeable/ author and fin:fher of all our 
harveſts 7 % Py 
Once more pefmit me, honoured Sir, to ha 
the millſtone of reprobation about the neck I 
your Diana, to /caſt her back with that cumbrous 
weight into the fea of error, from whoſe ſcum ſhe, 
like another Venus, had her unnatwal origin. If 
the ſalvation of the ele& is finzſhed, becauſe 
+ Chriſt is the author and finiſher of their faith,” 
it neceſſarily follows, that the damnation of the re- 
probates is allo /niſhed, becauſe ** Chrif} is the au- 
thor and finiſher of their unbelict.” For he that ab- 
ſolutely withholds faith, cauſes uubelief, as effectu- 
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ally as he that abſolutely withholds the light, cauſes 
darkneſs. 22 > 

It, in dirett oppoſition to the words of our Lord, 
John tit. 18. you ſay with ſome Calviniſts, that 
„ Chriſt does not damn men for unbelie, but for 
their Ans; I reply : That is were trifling. If 
Chriſt abſolutely refuſes them power to believe in 
the light of their diſpenſation, how can they but fin? 

Does not St. Paul ſay, that“ without faith it is im- 
poſſible to pleaſe God? Is not unbelief at the 
root of every fin? Did net even Adam eat the 
forbidden fruit through unbelief ? And is not 2s 
our only vittory, even our faith ? | 
An illuſtration will, I hope, expoſe the emptineſs 
of the pleas which ſome urge in favour l 
3 reprobation, or, if you pleaſe, non- election. 

A mother conceives an unaccountable antipathy to 

her ſucking child. She goes to the brink of a pre- 

Cipice, bends herſelf over it with the paſhve infant 

in her boſom, and, withdrawing her arms from un- 
der him, drops bim upon the e ſide of a rock, 
and thus he rolls down from rock to rock, till he lies 
at the bottom beaten to pieces, a bloody inſtance of 
finiſhed defliraftion. The judge aſks the murderer, 
what ſhe has to ſay in her on defence. The child 
was mine, replies ſhe, and I have a right to do what. 
I pleaſe with my own. Beſides, I did neither throw 
him down, nor murder him: I only withdrew my 
arnis from under him, and he fell of his own ac- 
cord, In myſtic Geneva, ſhe is honourably acquit- 
ted; but in England, the executioner is ordered io 
rid the earth of the cruel monſter. So may God 

give us commiſſion to rid the church of your Di- 181 
ana, who teaches, chat he, the Father of mercies, Ml 
does by millions of his paſſive children, what the In} 
barbarous mother did by one of hers: affirming, that 
he unconditionally wichholds -grace from chem; and 
that, by abſolutely refuſing to be * the author and 
finiſher of their faith,“ he is the abſolute author and 
ſiniſher of cheir unbelief, and conſequently of their 
lin and damnation! | 2. 


os as „ XIII. 


2 Wh 


d 
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{| XIII. However, without being frightened at 
4 theſe dreadful conſequences, you conclude as if you 
4 had won the day: P. 63. Now I appeal to any 
candid judges, whether I have not brought ſuffici- 
ent authority, from the beſt of authorities, God's 
unerring word, for the uſe of that phraſe, finiſhed 
ſalvation,” which, p. 6g, © in is full extent, I un- 
dertook to vindicate.” I cordially join to your ap- 
eal, Sir, and deſire our unprejudiced readers to ſay, 
if you have brought one , proof from God's 
unerring word, in ſupport of your favourite ſcheme, 
which centers in the doctrine of finiſhed ſalvation + 
and if that expreſſion, when taken “ In its full ex- 
tent,” is not the ſtalking horſe of every wild Nico- 
laitan Ranter ; and the — bait, by which Sa- 
tan, transformed into an angel of light, prevails 
upon unſtable ſouls to ſwallow the filver hook of 
ſpeculative, that he may draw them into all the depths 
of pradlical Antinomianiſm, 
XIV. I do not think it worth while to dwell 
upon the lines you quote from Mr. Charles Wel- 
ley's Hymns, He is yet alive to tell us what he 
meant by, It's finiſh'd, it's paſt,” &c. And he 
informs me, that he meant, The ſufficient ſacri- 
fice, oblation, and ſatis faction, which Chriſt made 
upon the croſs for the ſins of the whole world, ex- 
cept doing deſpite to the Spirit of grace, or the fin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt.” - The atonement, which is F 
a conſiderable part of the Redeemer's work, is un- 
doubtedly fied; and if by a figure of poetry, 


that puts a part for the whole, you chuſe to give the | 
name of jin:ſhed ſalvation to a finiſhed atonement, I | 
have alre:dy obſerved ſin the Third Check, ] that 
we will not diſpute about the expreſſion. We only 4 
intreat you ſo to explain and guard it, as not to give 
ſanction to“ aminomian dotages,” and charge the 
God of love with the blaſphemy of finiſhed dam- 
Aaliion, | | 
XV. The calviniſtical paſſage which you 'pro- 
duce from the Chriſtian Library, is unguarded, and 
elcaped Mr. Weſley's or the Printer's attention. 
| - "on 
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One ſentence of it is worthy of a place in the Index 


. expurgatorius, Which he deſigns to annex to that 


valuable collection. Nevertheleſs, two clauſes of 
that very paſſage are not at all to your purpole. 
« Chriſt is now thoroughly furniſhed for the carry- 
ing on of his work ;—He is actually at work,” 
Now if Chriſt is actually at work, and carrying on 
his work, that work is not yet finzſhed. Thus, even. 
the exceptionable paſſage which you, or the friends 
who gave you their aſſiſtance, have picked out of a 
work of fifty volumes, ſhews the abſurdity of tak- 
ing the expreſſion, ** finiſhed ſalvation, in its full 
extent.” 

Should you ſay, & Chriſt is thoroughly furniſhed 
for his work, (namely, the ſalvation of the elec) 
therefore that work is as good as finiſhed :* I once 
more preſent you with the frightful head of the Ce- 
neva-Meduſa, and reply, Chriſt is thoroughly fur. 
nithed for his work, (namely, the damnation of the 
reprobates) therefore that work 1s as good as _ 
ed.“ Thus all terminates ſtill in uncovering the- 
two iron-clay feet of your great image, ablolute 
election and abſolute reprobation, or, which is all 
one, finiſhed ſalvation and finiſhed damnation. 

O Sir, the more you fight tor Criſp's ſcheme of 


free-grace, the more you expole his ſcheme of fre. | 


wrath, 1 hope my judicious readers are ſhocked at 
it, as well as myſelf. Your “ ſword ” really © puts 
us to flight.“ We ſtart back, —we run away: But 
it is only from the depths of Satan, which you help 
us to diſcover in ſpeculative Antinomiant/m, or ba re- 


faced Calviniſm. | 


XVI. If you charge me with “ calumny for 


aſſerting, that ſpeculative Antinomianiſm, and bare- 


faced Calviniſm, are one and the ſame thing ; to 
clear myſelf, I preſent you with the CREED of*an 
honeſt, conſiſtent, plain-ſpoken Calviniſt. Read it 
without prejuctee, and ſay, if it will not ſuit an 
abettor of ſpeculative Antinomianiſm, and, upon 
occaſion, a wild Ranter, wading thro' all the * 
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of practical Antinomianiſm,. as well as an admirer 
ot © the doctrines of grace?” _. | | 
Five Letters, 1 Edit. p. 33, g4. 27. © I moſt 
firmly believe, that the grand cauſe of ſo much life- 
teſs profeſſion, is owing to the theep of Chriſt being 
fed in the barren paſtures, and muddled waters of 
a legalized goſpel. The doctrines of grace are not 
to be kept out of fight, for fear men of corrupt 
minds ſhould abuſe them. I will no more be ſo 
fearful to truſt God with his own truths, as to ſtarve 
his children and my own. ſoul: I will make an open 
confeſſion of my faith.“ 
1. I believe in God the Father almighty, who, 
from all eternity, unconditionally predeſtinated me 
to life, and abſolutely choſe me to eternal ſalvation, 
Whom he once loved, he will love for ever; I am 
therefore perſuaded: (p. 28. 31.) that as he did not 
fet his love on me at firſt for any thing in me, ſo 
that love, which is not at all dependent upon _y | 
thing in me, can never vary on account of my mil. 
carriages; and for this reaſon, when I miſcarry, 
ſuppoſe by. adultery or murder, God ever conſiders 
me as one with his own Son, who has fulfilled all 
righteonfneſs for me. And as he is always well 
pleaſed with him, fo with me, who am abſolutely 
bone of his bone, and fleſh of his fleſh (p. 26, 31.) 
There are no lengths, then, I may not run, nor 
any depths Þ may not fall into, without difpleaſing 
bim; as TI ſee in David, who, notwithſtanding his 
repeated backſlidings, did not loſe the character of 
the man after God's own beat. I may murder 
with him, worſhip Aſktaroth with Solomon, deny 
Chriſt with Peter, rob with Onefimus, and commit- 
inceſt with the Corinthian, without for feiting either 
the divine favour, or the Kingdom of Glory.“ 
** Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
elett?” to the charge of a believer? to my charge? 
For,” | | | 
2. P. 26, 27, 92. I believe in Jeſus Chriſt, 
that by one offering has for ever perfected me, who 
am ſauctiſied in all my ſins: In kim 1 am complete 
| | an 


A Fourth Check to Antinomianiſm. 97 


in all my iniquities. What is all fin before his aton- 
ing blood ? Either he has fulfilled the whole law, 
and borne the curſe, or he has not. If he has not, 
no ſoul can be ſaved ; if he has, then all debts and 
claims againſt his people and me, be they more (ſup. 

ole a thouſand adulteries, and ſo many murders) 
or be they leſs, (ſuppoſe only one robbery) be they 
{mall or be they great, be they before or be they 
_ alter my converſion, are for ever and for ever can. 

celled. I ſet up no more mountainous diſtinctions 

of ſin, eſpecially ſins after converſion. Whether I 

am dejetted wah Elijah under the juniper/tree, or 
_ worſhipping Milcom with Solomon; whether I miſ- 
take the voice of the Lord for that of his prieſt, as 
Samuel, or defile my neighbour's bed as David ; I 
am equally accepted in the Beloved. For in Chriſt 
I am choſen, loved, called, and unconditionally 
preſerved to the end. All treſpaſſes are forgiven 
me, Il am juſtified from all things, —I already have 
everlaſting life. Nay, I am now (virtually) fat down 
in heavenly places with Chriſt ; and as ſoon ſhall 
Satan pluck his crown from his head, as his pur- 
chaſe from his hand.” | LE 

P. 27, 28. Yes, I avow it in the face of all the 
world; no falls or backſlidings can ever bring me 
again under condemnation : for Chriſt hath made 
me free from the law of fin and death. Should I 
out-fin Manaſſes himſelf, I ſhould not be a leſs 
pleaſant child; becauſe God always views me in 
Chriſt, and in him I am without wo or wrinkle, 
or any ſuch thing. Black in myſelf, I am {till 
comely through the comelineſs put upon me: And 
therefore he © who is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity,“ can, in the midſt of all adulteries, mur- 
a ders, and inceſt, addreſs ' me with, Thou art all 
Y fair, my love, my undefiled; there is no ſpot in 
? n 

g. I believe in the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of 
grace, againſt whom I can never ſin, (p. 26.) whoſe 
light and love I can never quench, to whom I can 
neyer;,do deſpite, and who, in his good time, will 
Vo“. III. I irxreſiſtibiy 
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zrreſiſtibly and infallibly Review, p. 38.) work in 
me to will and to do. In the mean time, I am per- 
fefily ſecure ; for I can never periſh, my {akin 
being already f:ni/hed in the full extent of the ex- 
— oh Review, p. 6g, &c.“ . 7 
„Once, indeed, 1 ſuppoſed, that the wrath of 
God came, at leaſt ſor enormous crimes, upon the 
children of diſobetlience ; and I thought it would 
come upon me, if I committed adultery and mur- 
der: But now I diſcover my miſtake, and believe, 
(p- 28 and 25) it is @ capital error to confound me 
and my actions. While my murders, &c. certain] 
diſpleaſe God, my perſon ſtands always ab ſolved, al- 
vous complete, always plealant in the everlaſting 
righteouſneſs of the Redeemer. I repeat it, (2 edit. 
p- 37+) it is a moſt perniciaus error of the ſchool. 
men, to diſtinguiſh fins according to the fad, and 
not according to the perſon. He that beheveth hath 
as great ſin as the unbeliever : nay, his fins, (p. 32.) 
for the matter of them, are perhaps more hetnous 
and ſcandalous than thoſe of the unbeliever ; but 
although he daily ſinneth, perhaps as David and the 
Corinthian, by adultery, murder, and inceſt, he con- | 
tinueth godly.” | X 
% Betoic I as acquainted with the truth, I ima- } 


gined, that fin would diſhonour God, and injure f 
me: But ſince the preachers of finiſhed ſalvation _ 
have opened my eyes, I ſee how greatly I was mil- if 
taken, And now I believe that God will over-rule 7 
my ſin (whether it be adultery, murder, or inceſt,) 7 
tor his glory and my good.“ wi 


I. For his glory. P. 26, go, 31, 32. God of- he 
ten permits his own deareſt children to commit adul- | 
tery, robbery, murder, and inceſt, to bring about 

his purpoſes. He has always the ſame thing in 
view, namely, lis own glory and. my ſalvation, to- 

gether with that of the other elect. This Adam 
was accompliſhing. when he put the whole world 
under the curſe ;-=Oneſimus when he robbed Phi- 
le mon his maſter ;— Judah when he committed in- 
ceſt with Tamar ;—and David when he committed 
adultery 


— 
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ltery with. Bathſheba,-How has many a poor, 
faithleſs ſoul even bleſſed God for Peter's denial ? 
As for the inceſtuous Corinthian, the tenderneſs 
ſhown him after his crime, has raiſed many out 
of the mire, and cauſed them to recover their firſt 
love,” | 

2. For my good. P. ga. God has promiſed to 
make all things work for good to me; and if all 
things, then my very fins and corruptions are in- 
cluded in the royal promiſe. Should I be aſked, 
What particular good ſin will do me in time and in 
eternity? I anſwer: A grievous fall | ſuppoſe into 
adultery, murder, or inceſt | ſhall ſerve to make me 
know my place, to drive me nearer to Chriſt, to 


grace may abound,” I do not 1 the goſpel, 
it I commit adul- 


be they great, be they more or be they leſs. My 
fouleſt falls will only drive me nearer to Chriſt, 
and make me ling (p. 32.) his praiſes /ouder than 
it I had not fallen. Thus [to ſay nothing of the 
ſweetneſs and profit which may now ariſe from 
ſin ] adultery, inceſty and murder, ſhall, upon the 
whole, make me holier upon earth, and merrier in 
1 heaven.“ | 5 | 

al- I need not tell you, Sir, that I am indebted to 
ut you for all the doctrines, and moſt of the expreſ- 
m ions, of this dangerous confeſſion of faith. It any 
tor one doubts of it, let him compare this Creed and 
am our Letters together. Some clauſes and ſentences 
rid have added, not to © miſrepreſent and blacken,”* 
hi- FT but to introduce, connect, and illuſtrate your ſen- 
in. FT 'unents, You ſpeak, bn in the third perſon,” 
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and I in the f:r/4, but this alters not the dofirine, 
Beſides, if the privileges of a lean believer. belong 
to me, as well as to David; I do not. ſee why 1 
ſhould be debarred from the fat paſtures you recom- 
mend, (p. 34.) which, I fear, are fo very rich, that 
if the leaneſt ſheep of Chriſt do but range, and take 
their fill in them, they will in a few days wax wan- 
ton againſt him, butt at the ſheep which do not 
bleat to their ſatistattion, attack the under-ſhepherds; 
and grow ſo exceſſively tat as to out-kick Jeſhurun 
himſelf. 5 2 
XVII. Some hali-hearted Calviniſts, who are 
aſhamed of their principles, and deſirous to conceal. 
their Diana's detormity, will probably blame you 
for having uncovered the leſs trighttul of her leet, 
and ſhown it naked to the wondering world, But to 
the apology which you have already made about it, 
I hope I may, without 1mpertinence, add one or 
two remarks. = 
1. Whoever believes either the doctrine of un- 
conditional election. or that of righteouſneſs abſolutely 
:mputed to apoſtatizing believers, or that of che zu- 
fallible perſeverance of all who were ſaints yeller- 
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day, and to-day commit aduliery, murder, or incefl ; 
and, in a word, - whoever believes the dottrine of t 
finiſhed ſaluation, implicitly receives two thirds of a 
the Antinomian Creed which you have helped me v 
to. And thoſe who have ſo — a faith, and ſo I 
Jarge a conſcience, as to ſwallow /o much, (toge- fc 
ther with tne dodtine of finzſhed damnation, eter- v. 
nal wrath flaming againſt myriads of unborn crea- c1 
tures, and everlaſting fire prepared for millions of ad 
paſhve, ſenſible machines, which have only ftul- ſos 
filled God's ſecret and irreſiſtible will) might, one Ju 
would think, receive the whole Creed, without any ab 


difficulty. For why ſhould thoſe who can ſwallow 
five or ſix camels as glib morſel, ſtrain at three or 
four gnats, as if they were going to be quite choak- 
ed? Again, * | | 
2. If Calviniſm is true, you are certainly, Sir, 
the honeſt and conſiſtent Calviniſt, ſo far as conſiſt- 
ency 
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ency is compatible with the moſt inconſiſtent of all. 
ſchemes. Permit me to produce one inſtance, which 
I hope will abate the prejudices, which ſome unſet- 
tled Calviniſts have conceived againſt you, for ſpeak- 


ing quite out, with reſpett to the excellent effects of 


ſin in believers. | pbk 
If man is not a free agent, (and undoubtedly he 


is not, if from all eternity he has been bound by ten 


thouſand chains of irreſiſtible and abſolute decrees) 
it follows, that he is but a curious machine, ſupe- 
rior to a brute, as a brute 1s ſuperior to a watch; 
and a watch to a wheel-barrow. Upon Calvin's 
principles, this wonderful machine is as much 
guided by God's inviſible hand, or rather by his 
abſolute decrees, as a puppet by the unſeen wire, 
which cauſes its ſeemingly ſpontaneous motions. 
This being the caſe, it 1s evident, that God is as 
much the Author of our actions, good or bad, as a 
ſhow-man is the author of the motions of his pup— 
pets, whether they turn to the right or to the left, 
Now, as God 1s infinitely wiſe, and ſupremely good, 
he will ſet his machines upon doing nothing but 
what, upon the whole, is w/e/t and be/t. Hence it 
appears, that if the doctrine of abſolute decrees, 


which is the fundamental principle of Calviniſm, is 


true, whatever {in we commit, we only fulfil the 
abſolute will of God, and do that which, upon the 
whole, is wiſe and beſt; and that you have not un- 
adviſedly pleaded for Baal, but rationally ſpoken 
for God, when you have told us, what great ad- 
vantages reſult from the commiſſion of the greateſt 
crimes. In doing this ſtrange work, then, you have 
atted only as a conſiſtent predeſtinarian; and tho” 
ſome thoyghtleſs Calviniſts may, yet none that are 
judicious will blame you, for having ſpoken agree- 
ably to the leading principle of “ the dottrines' of 
grace.“ SUN e e 

I have obſerved, that ſpeculative Antinomianiſm, 
or bare faced Calviniſm, ſtalks along upon the doc- 
trine of /inzſhed ſalvation and finiſhed damnation, 
which we may conſider as the'two feet of your 

13 great 
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great Diana; and the preceding Creed, which is 
drawn up for an ele, uncovers only her hand/ome 
foot, finiſhed ſalvation. To do my ſubjedct juſtice, 
I ſhould now make an open ſhow of her cloven foot, 
by giving the world the creed of a reprobate, ac- 
cording to the dreadful doctrine of finiſhed damna- 
tion. But as I flatter myſelf, that my readers are 
already as tired of Calviniſm as myſelf, I think it 
needleſs to raiſe their deteſtation of it, by drawing 
before their eyes a long chain of blaſphemous poſi- 
tions, capable of making the hair of their heads 
ſland up with horror. I ſhall, therefore, with all wiſe 
Calviniſts, draw a veil over the hideous fight, and 


onclude by aſſuring you, few people more heartily 
Ah you delivered from fpeculative Antmomianiſm, 


and poſſeſſed of /alvation truly finiſhed in glory, 
x eg pt 1 dear Sir, ds ona ind 
obedient Servant, in the bonds of what you call the 
* legalized goſpel,” | 

| Joun FLETCHER. 


p 


- LETTER VI. 
To RICHARD HILL, Eſg; 


Horored and dear Sir, 


AVING endeavoured in my laſt, to convince 

you out of your own mouth, that undiſguiſed. 
Calviniſm and ſpeculative Antinomianiſm exattly 
coincide ; befoie I turn from you to face your bro- 
ther, I beg leave to vindicate good works from an 
aſperſion, which zealous Calviniſts perpetually caſt 
upon them: for as pradtical Antinomianiſm deſtroys 


the fruits of righteouſneſs, as a wild boar does the 


fruit of the vine; fo ſpeculative Antinomianiſm be- 
ſprinkles them wich filth, as an unclean bird does 
tie produce of our orchards, 

| | Hence 


grace preachers do not “ raiſe the 
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Hence it is, that you charge me (Review, p. 69.) 
with * vile ſlander,” for inſinusting, that our free. 
Ee in 
ood works: P. 47, as it you wanted to demon- 
N the truth of my © vile ſlander,” you ſay, 
«© Tho' we render the words a e, good works, 
et the exact tranſlation is ornamental works ; and 
truly, when brought to the ſtrictneſs of the law, they 
do not deſerve the name of good. But, however 
grating the expreſhon may ſound, to thoſe who hope 
to gain a ſecond juſlification by their works, yet we 
have Scripture authority to call them dung, droſs, 
and filthy rags.” | 
Now, Sir, if Scripture authorizes us to call them 
thus, they are undoubtedly very uſeleſs, loathſome, 
and abominable ; and the Minutes, which highly 


recommend them, are certainly dreadfully heretical. 


I muſt then loſe all my controverſial labour, or once 
more take up the ſhield of truth, and quench this 
fiery (ſhould I not . this“ filthy ”) dart, which 
ou have thrown at St. James's undefiled religion. 
begin with your criticiſm. 
I. Though we render the words a ig, good 
works, yet the exact tranſlation is ornamental works.* 
I apprehend, Sir, you are miſtaken : The Greek 
word ae exactly anſwers to the Hebrew (aw) 
which conveys the joint ideas of goodneſs and beau- 
ty. Before ne was any“ filthy rag“ in the world, 
« God faw every thing that he had made ; and be- 
hold, it was (wa 28) very good,” which the Sep- 
tuagint very exattly renders a Mar, Fully to 
overthrow your cniciſm, I need only abſerve, that 


good works are wat tors with the very ſame word, 


by which the goodneſs of the Law, and the'excel- 
lence of the Lawgiver, are expfeſſed: For St. Paul, 
{peaking of the Law, Rom. vii. 16, ſays, that'z! zs 
xa, GOOD: And our Lord, ſpeaking of himſelk, 


ſays, I am © , 0 K%ALG, the GOOD ſh-pherd. No, 


Sir, as you are too pious to infer from the word 
ados, that neither the Law nor Chriſt * deſerve to 
be called go; I hope you will be candid enough 

to 
— 


reply: / 
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give up your ſimilar inference concerning good 
works. * 
Inconſiſtency is the badge of error. Vou give us, 
if I miſtake not, a proof of it, by telling us with 
one breath, that“ good works do not deſerve the 
name of good,” but that of ornamental; and with 


the next, that ſcripture authorizes us to call them, 


* Jung, dro/s, and filthy rags.” Are then, dung, 
droſs, and filthy rags, ORNAMENTAL things? or 
did you try to render Geneya-criticiſm as famous as 
Geneva-logic ? But, | 

You have recourſe to divinity as well as to criti- 
ciſm: for you ſay, When good works are brought 
to the ſtrictneſs of the law, they do not deſerve the 
name of good.” | I anſwer: If our Lord himſelf 


called them good. it: does not become us to inſinu- 


ate, that in ſo doing he paſſed a wrong judgment, 
and countenanced * proud juſticiars“ in their legal 
error. With reſpett to the“ ſhiftneſs of the law,” 
which you fo frequently urge, your frightful notions 
about it, cannot/ drive us into Antinomianiſm ; be- 
cauſe we think, that Chriſt and St. Paul were better 


- acquainted with the law than Calvin and yourſelf. 
If all the Law and the Prophets hang on the grand 


commandment of Love, as our Lord informs us : 


and if he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law, 
as the Apoſtle declares ; we ſee no reaſon to be- 


lieve, that the law condemns. as dung,“ the labour 
of that love by which it is fulfilled; and rejetts as 


« filthy rags,” works which Chriſt himſelf pro- 


miſes to crown with eternal rewards, You probably 


| j | Many phariſees go to church without de- 


votion, and many fornicators give alms without cha- 


rity, fancying, that /uck good works make amends 
for their ſins, and merit heaven.” Good works do 
you call them! The Scriptures never gave them 
that honourable name. They are the hypocritical 


righteouſneſs of unbelief, and not works meet for 


repentance, or the fruits of the rrghteouſne/s of faith. 
Treat them as you pleaſe, but ſpare good works. It 


18 
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is as unjuſt to aſperſe good works on their account, 
as to hang the honeſt men who duly carry on the 
king's coinage at the mint, becauſe the villains who 
counterfeit his majeſty's coin evidently deſerve the 


allows. | 1 * 2 


IV. Should you object, that The beſt works 
have flaws, blemiſhes, and imperfections; and there- 
tore may properly be called dung, droſs, and“ 98 
thy rage 1 deny the conſequence. The beſt 
guineas may have their flaws: nay, ſome duſt or dut 
may accidentally cleave to them; but this does not 
turn them into dro/s. As therefore a good guinea 
is gold, and not dro/s, tho' it has ſome accidental 
blemiſhes; So, God himſelf being judge, a good 
work is @ good work, and not a filthy rag, thv' it is 
not free from all imperfections. MAE, 
V. Not ſo, do you ſay: © We have Sc:ipture 
authority to call good works filthy rags.” You 
build, it ſeems, your miſtake upon Iſaiah 1xiv. 6, 
© All our righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags:” A paſ- 
ſage which, upon mature conſideration, I beg leave 
io reſcue from the hands of the Calviniſts, The 
Jews were extremely corrupted in the days of Ifat- 
ah: Hence he opens his piopucry dy caihng its 
rich, © Ye rulers of Sodom,” and the poor, Ye 
people of Gomorrah.” Aud what ſays he to them ? 
+ How 1s the faithful city become a barlot! Righ- 
teouſneſs lodged in it, but now murderers!” Yet 
theſe murderers hypocritically went on keeping 
their ſabbaths and new. moons. They faſted, but it 
was ſor ſtrife, and to /mite with the fiſt of wicked- 
neſs. * made many prayers, and offered mul i- 
tudes. of ſacrifices, but their hands were full of 
blood, Nor did they conſider, that he, who under 
theſe eircumſtances, ſacriſices an ox, is as tf he flew 
a man. 99 5 5 | | 


This corruption of the Jews, though general, was. 

net univerial : For the Lord of hoſts had left to: 

them a remnant, though very ſmall. . Now. Ifaiah, 

one of that very little flock, being humbled: at the 

light of the general wickedneſs of his people, FO 
| elles 


2 — 


yet, if thou returneſt, 1 will purge away thy 
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feſſes it in the firſt perſon, (we) as miniſters always 
do on ſuch occaſions: and he uſes the word all, 
becauſe the /mall remnant of the righteous was as 
loſt in the multitude of the wicked. The verſe, 
taken in connection with the context, runs thus: 
Thou meeteſt him that rejoiceth, and worketh 
righteouſneſs, thoſe that remember thee in thy ways. 
But, alas! we are not the people. Behold, thou 
art wroth, for we have ſinned. We are all as an 
unclean thing, and all our righteouſneſſes are as 
filthy rags. Therefore, inſtead of meeting us, as 
thou doſt the righteous, thou haſt hid thy face from 
us, and haſt conſumed us becauſe of our iniquities. 
We all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, hke 
the wind, have taken us away : So far are we from 
reſembling the righteous, who are like a tree planted 
by the water-ſide, whoſe leaf does not wither." 


Who does not ſee, that the prophet (rabies apo 


the happineſs of the righteous to the miſery of the 


wicke2+ And that it is the hypocritical righteouſ- 
neſſes of the ungodly, , and not the precious obe- 
ence of believers, which he compares to filthy rags g. 
VI. However, © We have Scripture authority * 
to call good works dee.“ Your mind, I ſuppoſe, 


runs upon Iſaiah i. 22, 25. where God expoſſulates 
with the obſtinate Jews, by ſaying, © Thy ſilver 19 
become drofs,” thy righteouſneſs is all hypocriſy : 


droſs,” I will make thee truly righteous. Is it not 
evident, that it is hypocriſy, and bad works, not 
$004 works, which Cod here calls dro/s ? Will 

e, think you, purge away good works from his 
people? Is it not enough, that armies of Antino- 
mians do the devil that ſervice? Muſt we alſo ſup- 


poſe, that God promiſes to be his drudge ? 


VII. But, We have Scripture authority to call 


good works dung.” Not at all : For the two pal- 
ages you probably think of, are againſt you. In 
the firſt, God ſpeaks to the diſobedient Jews, and 


ſays, * If ye will notthear, and give gory 8 
ea, I nave. 


me, I will ſend a curſe upon you : 
; 4 | curled 
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eurſed your bleſſings already. Behold, I will ſpread 


upon your faces the dung of your ſolemn feaſts,” 
Mal. ii. 3. Now Sir, who does not ſee by the con- 
text, that feſtivals kept by curſed hypocrites are cal- 
led dung, and not the ſolemn worſhip performed by 
penitent believers ? 


If you quote Phil. iii. 8. it will be to as little 


purpoſe. Do you rightly underſtand that paſſage ? 


I count all things as loſs, for the mate of 


the knowledge of Chriſt, for whom I have ſuffered 
the loſs of all things, and do count them but dung, 


that I may win Chriſt, and be found in him not 


having mine own .righteouſneſs, which is of the 
law, but that which is through the faith of Chriſt.” 
You know, Sir, that the Apoſtle once made far too. 
much of his privileges as a Jew, his morals as an 


honeſt man, and his obſervance of the law as a 


ſtrict diſciple of Moſes. And you remember, that 


when he wrapped himſelf up in that kind of exter- 


nal righteouſneſs, his heart breathed nothing but 
contempt towards Chriſt, and {laughter againſt his 


OS What wonder is it that he ſhould count 
uch a righteouſneſs, together with all earthly, pe- 
riſh ing things, /o/s and dung for Chriſt? Who does 


not ſee; that it was not the precious righteouſneſs of 


faith, which conſiſts in pardon, acceptance, and 
power to do good works; but the paltry righteouſ- 


neſs of an unbeliever, a blaſphemer, a murderer ? 


Should you ſay, that when the Apoſtle declares, 


he counts all things but dung, that he may be 
found in Chriſt, he certainly includes good works, 
and coun's them dung: I reply: You have as good 
reaſon to lay, that he certainly includes repentance, 


| faith, obedience, grace, and glory, and counts them 


dung alſo. | wa. 
Some gentlemen invite you to go a hunting, or 
play at cards, to keep you from the ſeſſions; and 
you anfwer,' I am determined to do my duty. 
Once your ſports were gain to me, but now 1] ac- 


count them but loſs of time: yea, doubtleſs, 1 


count all things, that ſtand in competition . 
f | | office, 


Js 
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office, vile and contemptible as dung : they no more: 
tempt me to purſue them, than yonder dunghill 
tempts me to take my reſt; I am ready to trample 
upon them as filthy duſt, rather than not to be found 
upon the bench, doing my duty as a magiſtrate : 
not according to my own former miſtaken notions 
of juſtice, but according to the equitable laws of my 
country,” Now, Sir, ſhould 1 not very much 
wrong you, if I inferred from your very generous 
anſwer, that you call doing juſtice dung? And do 
you not . wrong St. Paul, when, upon a pre- 
tence equally frivolous, you inſinuate, that he gave 
to good works ſuch an injurious name? That he 
called the will of God, done in faith by the Spirit 
of Chriſt, dung ? Rae's 
Again, when the Apoſtle prayed to be found in 
Chriſt, not having his own phariſaic righteouſneſs, 
which was of the beiter of the law, but the righte- 
ouſneſs which is of God by faith; is it not evident, 
that (belides the deſire of being pardoned and ac- 
cepted thro' faith in Chriſt) he wiſhed to be found 
to the laſt, a branch grafted in the true vine, by 
faith ? a living branch, filled with the righteous ſap 
ol the root that bore him ? a branch made fruitful 
by the principle of ail acceptable righteouſneſs, 
which is Chrilt in us, the hope of glory? and, to 
ule his own: words in this very epiſtle, a branch fil- 
led: with the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by, 
Jeſus Chriſt to the glory of God? Phil. i. 11. com- 
pared with ch; iii. $. | 4 | 
Wet. men ot; reaſon and religion ſay, if this ſenſe. 
is not more agreeable to the leiter of Scripture in 
general, and the apoſtle's words in particular, hos: 
hich 


the fantaſtic imputation of rigbteouſneſs, w 

Calviniſts build upon them : An imputation this, 
which conflitutes a man righteous, while he com- 
mits aduliery, murder, or inceſt, Is it not deplo- 
rable, that ſuch an unſcriptural and unnatural;1dea: 
ihould ever have entered the minds of pious men? 
Eſpecially when St. John ſays, * Liitle children, 
let no man deceive you: he that does rise ume we 
an 
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and not barely he for whom Chriſt hath done righ- 
teouſneſs, is righteous ? Is it not Jamentable, that 
good men, influenced by prejudice, ſhould be able 
to perſuade thouſands, that St. John meant, Let 
not Mr. Weſley deceide you.; he that actually liveth 
with another man's wife, worſhips abominable idols, 
and commits inceſt with his father's wife, may not 
only be 7:ghteous, but complete in imputed r1ghteouſ- 
nes; —in a riphteouſneſs which exceeds, not only 
the righteouſneſs of the phariſees, but the perſonal. 
righteouſneſs of converted Paul, and of the brighteſt 
angel in glory!“ 

O Sir, if you have told it in Paris, telLit not in 
Conſtantinople, leſt the daughters of the Mahome- 
tans bleſs God, that lewd and bloody as their pro- 
phet was, he never ſo far loſt light of morality and 
decency, to give Muſſelmen a cloak, under the ſpe- 
cious name of a * robe of righteouſneſs,” under 
which they can curſe, ſwear, and get drunk ; com- 
mit adultery, robbery, murder, and inceſt; without 
being leſs 7:ghteous, than if they had kept all the 
commandments of God; leſs in favour with the 
Moſt High, than if they had perſonally abounded 
in all the works of piety, mercy, and ſelf.denial, 
which adorned the life of Jeſus Chriſt ; and leſs in- 
tereſted in finrſhed ſalvation, than if they were al- 
ready in glory. O Sir, is not this dottrine more 
dangerous than that of tranſubſtantiation ? Is it 
not more diſhonorable to Chriſt, more immoral, and 
conſequently more pernicious to ſociety? And 
would it not abfolutely deſtroy the morals of all 
thole who receive it, if our Lord, for his name's 
lake, did not in mercy deny to thouſands of chem, 
ſenſe or attention, to draw a dreadful concluſion from 
their dreadful premiſſes; while he graciouſly gives 
to thouſands more, hearts infinitely better than their 
immoral principles! | 5 
Hlaving thus endeavoured to reſcue the paſſages 
on which you found your aſſertion concerning good 
works, and proved, that there is not one Scripture 
which gives you the leaſt authority to call them 
Vol. III. 3 either 
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either dung, drs, or filthy ys : To convince 
you, that atheap of 1mpious abſurdities lies concealed 
under that doctrine, permit me to produce ſome of 


the Scriptures where GOOD works are mentioned; 


and to ſubſlitute to that phraſe the hard names, 


which, you tell us, the Scripture authorizes you to 


Call them. 


Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that they may 


fee your good works, i. e. your DUNG, and glorrſy 
your Father who ts in heaven.—She has wrought a 


good work, 1. e. a FILTHY RAG, on me againſt 
my burial. Dorcas was full of good works, i. e. of 
DUNG and Gs. Cod make you to abound in every 


good work, i. e. in every ſort of HUNG and DrOss. 


e are created in Chriſt Feſus to good works, i. e. 


to FILTHY RAGS, which God hath prepared for us 


to walk in. — I alli worthy of the Lord, being fruitful 
In every good work, i. e. in every FILTHY RAG.— 
God eſtabliſh you in every good work, i. e. in DUNG . 
of every fort.—-Provoke one another to love and good 
works, i. e. to DROSS and RAGS.—Be zealous of 
good works, i. e. of FILTHY RAGS.—þGe rich in 


goed works, i. e. in DROSS.—Be a pattern in good 


v., i. e. DUNG, can faith aue him 2— Faith | 


faith ma 
works, by FLLTHY RAGS.,—/HTe that belic vet 


WOrks, 1. e. in FILTHY RAGS.—Be careful to main- 
tain good works, i. e. DUNG—Let the Gentiles by 
your good works, i. e. your DUNG, whack they ſhall 
behold, glorify Cod in the day of wifitation.—Be 
thoroughly furmſhed to every good work Be perfect 
en every good work, i. e. in DUNG and DRpss of 
every kind. —Ble//ed are they that die in the Lord, 
or their works, i. e. their DUNG and RAGS, follow 
them.—God is not unrighteous, to forget your work, 
i. e. your DUNG, that proceedeth of love.—The 
Gentiles ſhould do wyrks, 1. e. DUNG, meet for re- 
pentance.—Efteem miniſters highty in love for ther 
works, 1. e. their DUNG'S Aae. F he rave not 
without works, i. e. without FILTHY RAGS," 25 
dead.—By works, i. e. DUNG, was Abraham's 
2 perfett.—He and Rahab were 70% e. by 
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the works that I do ſhall he qo alſo, and greater 
works than theſe, i. e. FILTHIER RAGS, and more 
ORNAMENTAL DUNG, ſhall he do. — Ihis ts the 
work, i. e. the DUNG, of God, that you believe, 
&c. | 


Indeed, Sir, I am almoſt aſhamed to take up the 


« filthy rag” of this bad divinity, though it is only 
with the point of my. pen, to hold it out a moment 
to public view, that the world may be ſick of bare- 
faced Antinomianiſm. I drop it again into the- 
link of defiled religion, out of which Criſp raked 
it; and beg for the honour of Chriſt and your 
own, that you will no more recommend it as pure 
goſpel, | 

And now, Sir, permit me to expoſtulate a mo- 
ment with you. Againſt whom have you employed 


your pen, when yon have taught the world to call 


good works dung, dro/s, and jilthy rags ; pretends 
ing to have authority from the Scripture thus to re- 
vile the beſt thing under heaven? Is it only againſt 
the“ proud juſticiars ?” Is it not alſo indirectly, 


though I am perſuaded undeſignedly againſt the 
adorable Trinity? Has not the Father “created 
us to good works?” Did not the Son “ redeem 
us, that we might be a people zealous of good 
works ?'* And does not the Holy Gboſt ſanctify 


us, that “all our works being begun, continued, 


and ended in him, we may glorify God's hol 


name,“ and cauſe it to be glorified by ail around: 

What harm did good works ever do you, or any 
one, that you, ſhould decry them in ſo public a 
manner as you have done? Did you ever duly 
conſider their nature and excellence? Or have you 


condemned them in a hurry, without ſo much as 
caſting an attentive look upon them? Permit me 


to bring them to you, as God brought the beaſts of 
the field to Adam, that he might give them names 
according to their nature; and tell me which of 
them you will call dung, which dro/s, and which 
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Firſt then, what objeftion have you againſt the 
good works of the heart? Againſt the awaking out 
of fin, returning to God, repenting, offering the ſa- 
crifice of a contrite ſpirit, and believing unto righte- 
ouſneſs? What objeftion againſt fruſting in the 
Lord Jehovah,-in whom 1s everlaſting e P 
caſling the anchor of our hope within the veil ? 
loving God for himſelf, and all mankind for God's 
ſake? Do you ſee any of theſe good works of the 
heart, that look like a“ filthy rag?“ 

No ſooner is the inward man of_the heart truly 
engaged in any one of the preceding works, than 
the outward man 1s all in motion. The candle of 
the Lord is not lighted in the ſoul to be put under a 
buſhel, and extinguiſhed ; but to be ſet as on the 
candleſtick of the body, that it may give light to all 
around, and that men ſeeing our light, may glority 
our heavenly Father. Hence ariſe ſeveral claſſes of 
external good works, P 

Conſider the man of God as he is cloathed with 
a corruptible body, which muſt be nouriſhed wich- 
out being pampered. He keeps it under by mode- 
rate faſting or abſtinence. He daily denies himſelt, 
and takes up his croſs. He works with cheerful 
diligence, He eats, drinks, or ſleeps, with glad- 
neſs and fingleneſs of heat; and if he is fick, he 
bears his pain with joyful reſignation, doing or ſuf- 
tering all to the glory of God, in the ſpirit of ſa» 
crifice, and in the name of the Lord Jeſus. 

View him in his own family. Not ſatisfied with 
mental prayer, he bends the knee to his Father who 
ſees in ſecret ; and not contented with private de- 
votions, he reads to his aſſembled houſhold ſelect 
portions of God's word, and ſolemnly worſhips him 
with them in ſpirit and in truth. Nor does he 
think, that doing his duty towards God excuſes him 
from fulfilling it towards his neighbour. Juſt the 
reverſe. Becauſe his ſoul is all reverence to his 
heavenly Father, it is all reſpe& to his earthly pa- 
rents. Becauſe he ardently loves the Bridegroom 
of ſouls, he feels the warmeſt regard for * 
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he bears the tendereſt.and yet the moſt rational at- 
fection to his children, Nor is he leſs deſirous his 
ſervants ſhould ſerve God and work out their ſal. 
vation, than he is that they ſhould ſerve him and do 
his own work. Hence ariſe his familiar inſtrue- 
tions, mild reproofs, earneſt entreaties, encourag- 
ing exhortations, His ſtrict honeſty and meekneſs 
of wiſdom, his moderation and love of peace, are 
known to all around him; and even thoſe who 
deſpiſe his piety, are forced to ſpeak well of his 
morals. N 
Behold his works as a member of ſociety in ge- 
neral. In his little ſphere of action he makes his 
ſtar to ſhine upon the juſt and the unjuſt; his cha- 
rity is univerſal. To the utmoſt of his ability he 
oppoles vice, countenances virtue, promotes induſ- 
try, and patronizes deſpiſed piety. Humble faith 
kindles him into a burning and ſhining light; he is 
a miniſter of the God of ail mercies, he is a flaming. 
fire. He feeds Chriſt. in the hungry, gives him 
drink in the thirſty, clothes him in the naked, en- 
tertains him in ſtrangers, attends him on ſick beds, 
viſits him in priſons, and comforts hun in the 
mourntul apartments, where the guilty are ſtretched. 
on the rack of deſpair, or where the godly, forſaken 
of their friends, pledge their dying Lord with the 
dregs of the cup of forrow. How eaſily does lie 
over look the unkindneſs of his neighbours! How 
readily. does he forgive injuries! How cordially ne 
heaps coals of melting fire upon the heads of bis 
enemies! How ſincerely does he pray for all his 
ſlanderers and perſecutors! And how axdenily de- 
ſires to grow in grace, and endeavours to adorn 
more and more the doctrine of God our Saviour in 
all things! | 8 
Conſider him as a member of a religious ſociety. 
How excellent, how divine are his works! He re- 
_ Ipettfully holds up the bands of his miniſter, and 
kindly bears the burdens of his brethren. He 
watches over them for good, rejoices with thoſe 
that rejoice, and mourns with thoſe that mourn. 
jy K 3 He 
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He compaſſionately ſympathizes with the tempted. 


impartially reproves fin, meekly reſtores tbe fallen 
and cheerfully animates the dejefied. Like un- 
daunted Caleb, he ſpirits up the fearful ; and, like 


_ valiant” Joſhua, he leads them to the conqueſt of 


Canaan ; and goes on from conquering to conquer, 

And ſuppoſe he went on even unto perfection, 
and took the kingdom of heaven by violent faith, 
and humble, patient, and importunate prayer; 
would you call him a filthy rag-man, and inſinuate, 


that he had only done a dung-work ? O Sir, if 
you can ſo publicly call good works dro/5, dung, 


and filthy rags ; and 2 is worſe ſtill) aſſert, that 
the Holy Ghoſt in the 

ſo to do; who will wonder to ſee you repreſent the 
doctrine of Chriſtian Perfection as a pernicious 
popiſh hereſy, which turns men * into temporary 


monſters d Would you be conſiſtent, if yu did 


not riſe againſt it with the collected might of credu- 


lous uncharitableneſs, and bare-faced Antinomian- 


iſm ? For, — 
What is, after all, the perfection that Mr. Weſley 
contends for? Nothing but two good works, pro- 


duRtive of ten thouſand more; or, if you pleaſe, 


two large filthy rags, in which ten thouſand other 


filthy rags are wrapped ; that is, loving God wich 
# all our hearts, and our neighbour as e It 


is nothing but “perfect love ſhed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghoſt given unto us,” making 
us ſtedfaſt, immoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, always zealous of good works,” 
always the reverſe of the eaſy elect, who, by means 
of Calvin's contrivance, are “all fair and undefiled,” 
while they wallow in the adulterer's mire, and the 
murderer's gore. Or, in other terms, it is nothing 
but Chriſt, through the Holy Spirit, dwelling in 


our hearts by faith, and making us always zealous | 


of good works. Now if good werks are-* drols, 

dung, and filthy rags; it 1s evident that perfection 

is a rich mine. of droſs ; a heap of dung, as im- 

menſe as that which Hercules got out of Augeas's 
| ſtables ; 


2” 


Scriptures authorizes you 


2 
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ſtables; and a vaſt ſtore-houſe of filthy rags, ſpun 
by proud juſticiars, as cobwebs are 1 venomous 
ſpiders. | | 1 
F In this wrong view of Chriſtian Perfection, I no 
more wonder to ſee multitudes of careleſs profeſſors 


agree, like Pilate and Herod, to deſtroy it out of 


the earth; nor am I ſurprized to hear even good, 
miſtaken people cry out, Down with it! D 


dor, I commend their well-meant zeal, and with it 
may flame out againſt objects worthy of their deteſ- 
tation ; * againſt perfection itſelf, ſuppoſe it is what 
they imagine. es, if it is a mine of ** drojs,” let 
them drown it; I give my conſent ; but let them 
do it with the floods of Scripture and argument. 
If it is a dung/z!, in the church, let them carry it 


out, and permit even the ſwine, which come from 


wallowing in the mire, to ſhake themſelves upon it; 
I will not ſay it is 1mproper. If it is a repoſitor 
of filthy rags, more. infectious than thoſe whic 


convey the jail-diſtemper and the plague; let them 


agree to ſet fire to it, and burn it down to the 
ground ; But let them do it with fire from the 
altar, and not with tongues ſet on fire of prejudice 
or malice. | . F 
But if Chriſtian PerfeQlion is (next to angelic 
Perfeclion) the. brighteſt and richeſt jewel, which 
Chriſt purchaſed for us by his blood ; if it is the 
internal kingdom of God ruling over all; if it is 
Chriſt fully formed in our hearts, the full hope of 
glory; if it is the fulfilment of the promiſe of the 
Father, i. e. the Holy. Ghoſt given umo us, to 
make us abound in righteouſneſs, peace, and joy, 
thro? believing ;'' and in a word, it it is * 
nah, filling the Lord's human temples with glory; 
is it right, Sir, to deſpiſe it as ſome to, or to ex- 
poſe it as you have frequently done; 
Should you apologize for your conduct, by ſay- 
ing, ** I have only treated YOUR perfection, as you 
have treated OUR fimfhed /alvalton, and OUR in- 


ſuted righteouſneſs : I reply: The caſe is widely 


a diflerent. 


. — 


on 
with it ! While I complain of their want of can - 


—— 2 — 
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different, I hope I have made it appear, that you 
« have not one ſingle text in all the Bible, to prove, 
that a bloody adulterer (in flagraite delicto flands 
complete in imputed righteouſneſs; and that the 
ſalvation of idolatrous and inceſtuous apuſtates, who 
now work out their 3 with both hands, is 
actually fanijhed, in the full extent of the expreſſion. 
The el 3 of God's word ne Fon. to 
theſe “ antinomian dotages.” Nor are they leſs re- 
pugnant to conicience and common ſenſe, than to 
the law and the prophets. But you cannot find one 
word in all the Scriptures, againſt the pute love of 
God and our neighbour, againſt peryedt love, which 
is all the perfection we encourage believers to preſs 
after. The Law and the Goſpel, the Old and the 
New Teſtament, are equally for it. All who are 
filled with the Spirit, ſweetly experience it. A hea- 
then, that fears God and regards man, cannot ſpeak 
evil of it, but through miſapprehenſion. And even 
while, through the amazing force of prejudice, you | 
write againſt it with ſo much ſeverny, it recom- | 
- mends itſelf to your own reaſon, and conſcience, 
Are you uot then under a miſtake, when you think, 
you. may take the ſame liberty with God's undeni- } 
able truth, which I have taken with Criſp's indefen- f 
lible error ? | 


Permit: me to ſtate the caſe more fully ſtill. Mr. N 
Weſley cries to believers: It is your privilege, /o 6 
to believe in Chriift, and receive the Spirit, as to if 
love God with all your hearts, and your neighbours * 
as yourſelves.” And you ſay to them: Mr. Wel- ks 

ley is blinder than a Papiſt, regard not his heretical Ki 
words. Your /aluation. is finiſhed, Whatever bs 
lengths you go 1n fin, you are as ſure of heaven as PE 
if you were already there. It is your privilege to 
commit adultery, murder, and inceſt, not only WF , 
without fearing that the Lord will be diſpleaſed W 
with you; but conſcious that, black as ye are in. M 
_ yourſelves by the actual commiſſion of theſe crimes, . pl 


through Chriſt's comelineſs put upon you, God can 
addreſs each of you with, Thou art all fair, my 
137 love, 
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love, my undefiled, there is no ſpot in thee!” (Five 
Letters, p. 28.) Now, Sir, are not you a partial 
judge, when, by way of retaliation, you ſerve the 
holy doctrine maintained by Mr. Weſley, as I have 

| ſerved the unholy tenet propagated by Calvin and 
_ yourſelf ? wh. 
Think you really, that becauſe a judge after a 
fair trial, juſtly condemns a notorious robber to be 
hanged ; . judge, to retaliate, has a right to 
quarter a good man, aftet a mock trial, or rather, 
without any trial at all? And do you ſuppoſe, that 
becauſe Jehu deſervedly made the houſe of Baal a 
draught-houſe ; or becauſe Joſiah burned dead 


men's bones upon the unhallowed altar in Bethel, 


to render it deteſtable to idolaters; Antiochus had 


a right to turn the temple of the Lord into a ſtye, 
and to pollute the altar of incenſe, by burning 


dung and filthy rags” upon it, that true worſhip- 


loath the holy of holies? Thus have you (inad- 
vertently I hope) treated good works and Chriſlian 
Perfection, which are ten thouſand times more 
ſacred and precious in the ſight of God, than the 
holy, and the moſt holy place in the temple of Je- 
ruſalem. | 1 7 
And now, Sir, pleaſe to look at the preceding 
liſt of good works, which ado:n the Chriſtian's 
breaſt, or blazon his ſhining character; and tell us, 


if there is one, which upon ſecond thoughts, you 


object againſt as a 4 ge : One, which . you 
would put away like DrRoss:” One, which you 
would have carried out of his apartment as 
* DUNG,” or removed from his pious breaſt as a 
* FILTHY RAG.” | 
Methinks I hear you anſwer, © Not one: May 
they all abound more and moie mY beart and 


Methinks that all the Church militant and trium- 
phant cry out, Amen! A divine power accompanies 
their general exclamation. The veil of prejudice 
begins to rend. Your honeſt heart relents. You 
acknowledge 


pers might abominate the offering of the Lord, and 


life! in the hearts and lives of all God's people!“ 
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acknowledge that Calviniſm has deceived you. Vou 


retract your unguarded expreſſions, The Spirit of 
holineſs, whom you have grieved, returns, The 
heavenly ligbt ſhines. The antinomian. charm 
is broken. Dro/7” is turned into fine gold; 
dung into ſavory meat, which every believer 
loveth next to the bread of life; and © filthy rags” 
into the fine linen white and clean, which is the 
righteouſneſs of the ſaints, and the robe made white 
in the blood of the Lamb. Far from pouring con- 
tempt, thro' voluntary humility, upon this precious 
garment, you give praiſe to God, and in humble 
triumph put it. on together with the Lord Jeſus' 
Chriſt. | | 

In that glorious dreſs yon walk with Chriſt in 
white, and in loye with Mr. Weſley. Paris, and 
the convent of Benedictine monks, diſappear. The 
new Jeruſaſlem, and the tabcrnacle of God come 
down from heaven. Leaving the things that are 
behind, vou ſolemnly. haſten unto the day of the 
Lord. Following peace with all men, and holineſs, 
without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord, you daily 
perfect it in the fear of the Lord. Ycu feel the 
amazing difference there is between a real and an 
imaginary imputation of righteouſneſs. You tear 
away, with honeſt indignation, the pillow of finzſ- 
ed ſalvation from under the head of Laodicean 
backſliders, who {ſleep in ſin; and of bloody mur- 


derers, who defile their neighbour's bed. You ſet 
fire to the fatal canopy, under which you have in- 


advertently, taught them to fancy, that the holy and 
righteous God calls them, My love! my undefiled ! 
even while they wallow in the poiſonous mire ot 
the moſt atrocious wickedneſs. And to undo the 
harm you have. done, or remove the offence you 
have given by your letters : you ſhew yourſelf re- 
conciled to St. James's pure-religion ; you openly 


give Mr, Weſley the right hand of fellowſhip, and 


gladly help bim to provoke believers to uninter- 

rupted love and good works, i. &. to CHRISTIAN 

PERFECTION. | 8 
Such 
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Such is the d. lichitul proſpect which my imagi- 
nation diſcovers tir gh the clouds of our contro- 
verſy ; and {uch ae l pleaſing hopes, that ſome- 
2 ſoothe my eig al toil, and even now make 
me ſubſcribe myſelf. w.th an additional plesſure, 


Honoured and dear Sir, your affettionate'and obe- 


dient Servant, in the bonds of a pure goſpel, 
Joun FLETCHER. 


WIC SPL LS ASA PSS PAPAL H 
LETTER IX 
To Mr. ROWLAND HILL, 
Hongped and dear Sir, 5 ens 


OUR uncommon zeal for God, ſo far as it is 
guided by knowledge, entitling you to the pe- 
culiar love and reverence of all that fear the Lord; 

I ſhould be wanting in reſpect to you, if I took no 
notice of the arguments, with which you are come 
from Cambridge to the help of your pious brother. 
In the FRIENDLY REMARKS that you have di- 
rected to me, you fay with great | truth, page g1, 
e principal cauſe of controverſy among us, is 
the dottrine of a ſecond juſtification by works, 
Thus much you vindicate throughout, that a man is. 
juſtified before the bar of God a ſecond time by his 

on good works.” 

So I do, Sir; and I wonder how any Chriſtian 
can deny it, w nen Chriſt himſelf declares, © In the 
day of judgment by thy words ſhalt thou be juitift= 
ed, Kc. Had he faid, By my words imputed to 
ce thou ſhalt be juſtified, you might indeed com- 
plain. But now, what reaſon have you to aſſert, as 
you do, that I * have groſsly miſrepreſented the 
ſeriptures, ” and © made univerſal havoc of every 
truth of the goſpel ?” „The firſt of theſe charges is 
heavy, the ſecond dreadful; let us ſee by what ar- 
guments they are ſupported. 5 

| - After 
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After throwing away a good part of your book, in 
paſſing a long, Calvinian, juvenile ſentence upon 


my ſpirit as a writer, you come at laſt to the point, 
and aitempt to explain ſome of the Scriptures, which 


you ſuppoſe I have © miſrepreſented.” 


I. Page Jo Not every one that ſaith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven, but he that doth the will of my Father, Matt. 
vii. 21. And what is this (fay yon) more than a de- 
ſeription of thoſe who are to be ſaved ?“ 

What, Sir, is it nothing but a deſcription ? Is it 
not a ſolemn declaration, that no practical Antino- 
mian {hall be faved by faith in the laſt day? And 
that Chriſt is really a Lord and a King, who, has a 
Law, which he will ſee obeyed ? Had he not juſt 
before, (verſe 12.) admitted the Law and the Pro- 
pbets into his goſpel-diſpenſation, ſaying, * All 
things which ye would that men ſhould do unto you, 
do ye even ſo unto them, for this is the Law and 
the Prophets?” Are we not under this Law to 


Wm? And will he not command his ſubjects, who 


obſtinately violate it, to be brought and ſlain before 
him? 


Again, when he declares that they who * hate a 
brother, and call him, Thou fool! are in danger of 


hell fire as murderers !” do we not expoſe his legiſ- 
lative wiſdom, as well as his paternal goodneſs, by 


intimating, that, without having an eye to the mur- 
der of the heart or the tongue, he only de/crzbes 


certain wretches, whom he uncond:ttonally deligns 
for everlaſting burnings? - 15 
What J ſay of a puniſhment threatened, is equally 
true of a reward promiſed ; as you may ſee by the 
following illuſtration of our controverted text. A 
General ſays to his ſoldiers, as he leads them to the 
field of battle, Not every one that calls me, Your 
honour, Your honour, ſhall be made a captain ; but 
he that fights manfully for his king and country. 


Lou ſay, © What is this more than a deſcription of 


thoſe that ſhall be promoted?” And I reply, It 


war-like exploits have ablolutely nothing to 7 with 
| their 


of 
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their promotion; and if the General's declaration 
is only a deſcription of ſome favourites, whom he is 
determined to raiſe at any rate; could he not as 
well have deſcribed them by the colour of their hair, 
or height of their ſtature? And does he not put a 
cheat upon all the ſoldiers, whom he is abſolutely 
determined not to zo oL, when he excites them to 
quit themſelves like men, by the fond hope of being 
raiſed? Apply this ſimile to the cafe in hand, and 
you will ſee, dear Sir, how frivolous, and injurious 
to our Lord, is your intimation, that one of his moſt 
awful royal proclamations is nothing but an empty 
deſcription. O Calviiſm! is this thy reverence 
for Jeſus Chriſt ? Haſt thou no way of ſupporting 
thylelt, but by turning the Lord of glory into a 
Virgil? The ſupreme Lawgiver of men and angels, 
into a maker of deſcriptions ? | | 
II. Much of the ſame nature is the obſervation 
which you make page 37, upon theſe words of our 
Lord, ** They that have done good, ſhall go into 
life everlaſting ; and they that have done evil, into 
everlaſting puniſhment. You ſay, * What does 
this text prove more than has been granted before ? 


What does it more than claradterize thoſe that ſhall 


be /aved?” Nay, Sir, it undoubtedly chara@er- 
2zes alſo thoſe that ſhall be damned; and this too by 
as eſſential a character, as that according to which 
the king would appoint ſome of his ſervants for a 
gracious reward, and others for a capital puniſh- 


ment, if he ſaid to them, They that ſerve me faith- 


fully, ſhall beryichly provided for: andthey that rob 
me, thall be hanged. If ſuch charadlerizing as this 
paſſes at Geneva for a bare deſcription of perſons, 


whom royal humour ureſpetuvely ſingles out for re- 


ward, I hope the time is coming when, at Cam- 
bridge, it will paſs for a clear declaration of the rea- 
/on why ſome are rewarded, or puniſhed, rather than 
others; and for a proof that hn king is no more a 
capricious diſpenſer of rewards, than a tyrannical 
inflifter of puniſhments. A | 
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III. Page 33, After mentioning thoſe words of 
St. Paul, © without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 
| Lord,” and thoſe words which St. James wrote t6 
believers, Be ye goers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving your own ſelves; you ſay, * What 


is this to the purpoſe, reſpecting a ſecond juſtifica- 
tion? Juſt about as much as Nom an omer ts the 
tenth part of an ephah.” Now, Sir, although I do 
not immedialely reſt the cauſe upon ſuch Scriptures, 
I maintain, that they are much more to the purpoſe 
of our ſecond juſtification by works, than Moſes's 
definition of an omer. D 
Will you dare to ſay, that impious Jezebel, and 
unconverted Manaſſes were perſons © Juſt about as” 
properly ualified for juſtification in the great day, 
ecauſe they had an omer in their palace, 2s 
pious Deborah, and holy Samuel, who had Aol, 
in their hearts, and were doers of the word in their 
lives? And when the apoſtle declares that“ Chriſt 
is the author of eternal ſalvation to them that obey 
Him,” does he mean, that to obey is a thing juſt“ 
about as important to eternal ſalvation, as to know 
that a buſhel holds four pecks, and an ephah ten 
omers ?, Were ever holine/s and obedience inadver- 
tently ſet in a more contemptible light? For my 
part, if * by our words we ſhall be juſtified in the 
day of e I believe it hall be by our words 
ſpringing fram holineſs of heart : and therefore 1 
cannot Hut- ink that kelineſs will be more to the 
purpoſe of our juſtification by works in the great 
day, than all the omers and ephahs, with all the no- 
tions about zmpuled righteouſneſs and finiſhed ſalva- 
tion, in Luer 0 8 | 101 a * . 
IV. Page gg, After quoting that capita age, 
3 he | 8 of ihe 1 are off before God 
but the doers ſhall be juſtified,” Rom. ii. 1g, you 
ſay, ** This certainly proves that the doers of the 
law ſhall be juſtified.” Well then, it directly proves 
a juſtification by works. But you immediately in- 
ſinuate; the © impoſſibility of ſalvation by the law,“ 
I readily grant, that in the day of converſion,” we 
ws | are 


A Fourth Check ta Antinomianiſm, 12g 


are juſtified by faith, not only without the deeds of 
the ceremonial law, but even without a preyious 
obſervance of the law of love: but the caſe is 
widely different in the day of judgment ; for then, 
by thy words ſhalt thou be zu/tzfied.”” Now, Sir, 
it remains for you to prove, that the apoſtle did not 
ſpeak of the text under conſideration, with an eye 
to our final juſtification by works. 
In order to this, page 33, you appeal to * The 
lace: which this text ſtands in, aud the connexion 
in which the words are found.” I anſwer, _ 
1. This text ſtands in the epiſtle to the Romans, 
to whom the apoſtle ſays, Love is the fulfilling of 
the l.: He that loveth another. hath falklled the 
law,” Rom. xiii. 8, 10. Now, if he that Toveth 
another hath falfilled the law, you melt ſhew, that it 
is impoſſible to love another; or acknowledge, that 
there are perſons who fulfil the law: and conſe- 


quently parlors, who can be juſtified as doers.of the 
a 


law. 7, in the very chapter, ſuch perſons are 
thus mentioned, If the uncircumciſion keep the 
righteouſneſs of the law, and fulfil the law, ſhall it 
not judge thee who doſt tranſgreſs the law?“ That 
is, Shall not a. Cornelius, an honeſt heathen that 


fears God and works righteouſneſs, rife in judgment 


againſt thee who committeſt adultery; vainly ſup- 
oſing that Abraham's chaſli'y is imputed to thee ? 
Rom, ii. 92, 27. But, #* : 


2. Going back to the beginning of the chapter 


where our controverted text ſtands. I affirm that 
* the connex1on in which it is found“ eſtabliſhes 


alſo, juſtification by works in the great 15 and to 


prove it, I only lay the apoſtle's words before my 


Julicious readers. Thou art inexcuſable, O Jew, 


whoſoever thou art that Judge/t, or condemneſt the 
heathens who do ſuch things, and doeſt them thyſelf. 
The judgment of God is according to ruth,“ and 
not according to thy antinomian notions, that thou 
waſt unconditionally eletted in Abraham; that thou 
ſtandeſt compleat in his rightcouſne's ; and that thy 
lalvation was — he had offered up Iſaac. 
BY 2 Be 


Qu 
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Be not deceived, God will render to every man 
according to his deeds, N not according to his 
notions e] To them, who by patient continuance in 
well doing, Teck for immortality, he will render 
eternal life æ anguiſh to every man that de evil; 
but glory to every man that worketh good for not 
the hearers of the law are juſt before God, but the 
doers of the law ſhall be juſtified, -in the day when 
he lhall fudge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt, 
according to my goſpel,” Rom. ii. 1, 16. 

Now, Sir, is it not evident from“ the connexion” 
to which you appeal, that Mr. Henry did not per- 
vert the text, when he bad the courage to ſay upon 
it, It is not hearing but doing that will ſave us“ in 
the great day? Hearing mixed with faith, ſaves us 
indeed inſtrumentally in the day of converſion ; but 
in the day of judgment, neither hearing nor faith 
will do it, but patient continuance in well-doin 
from the principle of a living faith in Chriſt, wi 
have that honour. 5 

V. Page 34, after criticiſing in the ſame frivolous 
manner as your brother, on Rev. xxii. 14, © Bleſ- 
fed are they that keep his commandments, &c.“ 
you add, This is his commandment, that we ſhould 

elieve on the name of his Son Jeſus Chrift, and 
omitting what immediately follows, “ and love one 
another, as he gave us commandment ;*” you aſk, 
What then is the concluſion ? To believe is the 
great New Teſtament command of God.” No, Sir, 
according to 1 John iii. 2g, the text you have 
quoted by halves, that commandment is to believe 
and 0 love, or to believe with a faith working by 
love. Our Lord informs us, that * on the grand 
commandment of love, hang all the law and the 
prophets.” St. Paul ſays, * Though 1 have 4½ 
faith, yet if I have not love, I am nothing.“ 
Devils believe, ſays e To believe then, 
without loving, is not doing God's commandments, 
but doing the devil's work. Becauſe the word com- 
mandments, being in the plural number, denotes 


_ 
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more than one, and therefore is incompatible with 
ſolifidianiſm. n 

To add, as you do, They that believe ui and 
muſt obey,” as if they could not help it, is ſupport- 


ing one miſtake by another. That they may, can, 


and ſhould obey, we grant; but that they will and 
muſt, are two ariicles of Calvin's creed, to which 
we cannot ſubſcribe : for, to ſay nothing of daily 
experience, we read in the fcripture diſmal accounts 
ot thoſe fallen believers, who inſtead of adding to 
their faith virtue, &c. proceeded ſo far in wzful 
diſobedience, as to worſhip the abomination of the 
- Zidonians,, ſhed innocent blood, . furſwear them- 
ſelves, and defile their father's beet. 

It follows then {till from Rev, xxii. 14, that al- 
though © upon believing, not for obeying, we are 
initiated into all the new-covenant bleſſings“ in the 
day of converſion ; yet in the great day, only upoii 
perſevering in faith and obedience ſhall we bave 
right, or, if you pleaſe, * privilege,. power, and 
authority, through our Surety,. to- partake of the 


tree of life,” For © he that endureth unto the end, 


the ſame ſhall be ſaved ;”” and © Chriſt. is the au- 
| 115 of eternal ſalvation to none but them that obey 
im.” | 12 = 
VI. Page 36, Tou quote againſt yourſelf, Rev. 
XIV. 13. Bleſſed are the dead thit die in the 
Lord. Their bleſſedneſs ariſes from their dying in 
the Lord.” Granted. But how ſhall it be known: 
they died in the Lord? The Spirit ſays, © Their 
works | not their faith] do follow them,” namely, 
in order to their final juſtification. To this you. 
reply, Their. works do not go before them, but 
follow after, to prove that they were in the Lord, 
whoſe prerogative alone is to zuftify the ungodly.” 
I anſwer, el 
1. When you grant, that wor prove that we are 
in the Lord if they are good, or in the wicked one 
if they are evil, you give up the point. 3 
2. Do you not confound truth and error? Be. 
cauſe. in the day of converſion God jaſtifies the 


L 3. ungodly, 


- — — 
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ungodly, who renounces his ungodlineſs to believe 
in Jeſus, does it follow, that Jeſus will juſtify the 
ungodly in the day of judgment ?- Is not the inſi- 


nuation as unſcriptural as it is n Does 


not our Lord bimſelf ſay, that far from juſtifying 
them, he will bid them Depart. from him into ever- 
laſling fire ? | 

3. Your obſervation, that works follow the righ- 


teous, and“ do not go before them“ is frivolous : for 


what matters it, whether the witneſſes, by whoſe 
evidence a priſoner is to be acquitted, follow him to 
the bar, or are there before him? Is their follow. 
ing him a proof that he is not juſtified by their in- 
ſtrumentality? To ſupport your cauſe by ſuch ar- 
guments, will do it no ſervice. | 

VII. Page 37, you think to ſet afide theſe words 
of Solomon, Keep God's commandments, for this 
is the whole [duty] of man; for God ſhall bring 
every work into judgment, whether it be good or 
bad,” by juſt ſaying, ** This paſlage aſſerts, that we 
are to be accountable for our actions.“ Then it aſ- 
ferts the very thing for which it was produced: for 
how can thoſe be really accountable for their actions, 


who can never be juſtified or condemned by their 


words, never be rewarded or puniſhed according to 
their works? Here then again you grant what we 


contend for, 
VIII. Page 38, 1 Cor. vii. 19, © Circumciſion is 


nothing—but the keeping the commandments of 


God.” This paſſage (ſay you) would equally as 


well prove the ſupremacy of the Pope, as your doc- 
trine of a ſecond juſtification by works.” 

I anſwer, 1. If.you compare this text with Eccl. 
X11. 13, 14- T 
will ſee it is very much to the purpoſe. 2. Love 
is keeping of the commandments. If I have not love, 
which is the keeping of the commandments, I am only 
a ara: cymbal.“ Now, Sir, you muſt prove, that 

| 


God wi 


the keeping of the commandments, or, which is the 
: | ſame, ' 


— 


Rev. xxii. 14. and Matt. xii. gy, you 


juſtify tin4ling cymbals by impuled righ- 
| teouſneſs in the great day; or acknowledge, that 
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Tame, love, makes more towards our final juſtifica« 
tion, than towards placing his Helineſs the Pope in 
the pretended chair of St Peter. g. If the doers of 
the law ſhall be finally juſtified, and none but they ; 
and if keeping the commandments 1s the ſame thin 


as being a doer of the law; you boldly hoiſt the 


Geneva flag, when you inſinuate, that the keeping 
of the commandments has no more to do with our 
final juſtification, than wuh the ſupremacy: of the 
Pope. Laſtly, if keeping the commandments will 
have nothing to do with our juſtification in the laſt 
day, by a parity of reaſon, breaking of them will 
have nothing to do with our condemnation. Thus 
we are inſenſibly come to the dreadful counterpart 
of your comfortable doctrine, that is, abſolute repro- 
bation, fiee-wrath, and finiſhed damnation, And 


in righteouſneſs,” ſhould he not rather, according to 
your plan, have faid, in unrighteouſne/s ? 


„ Behold I come quickly, and my reward is with 
me, to give to every man as his work ſhall be:—He 
that knoweth the heart, ſhall render to every man 
according to his works :— We ſhall all appear betore 
the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may re- 


ceive the things done in the body, according to that 


he hath done, whether it be good or bad: — The 
Father, without reſpett of perſons, judgeth accord- 
ing to every man's work: — The dead were judged 
out of the things. written in the books, according 


paſſages, you leap over fifty pages of my book, to 
blame me (p. 35-) for ſaying after St. Peter, Acts 
11. 40,“ Save ,yourſelves from this untoward gene- 
ration,” | | 
Granting you, Sir, that the Greek word means 


tion, when you ſay, that its language is © glaringly 
inconſiſtent.” The words that immediate:y precede, 
He exhorted them, ſaying, Save yourſelves,” &c, 
convinced our tranflatois ot the abſurdity of exhort- 


. mg 


when the Apoſtle ſays, © God ſhall judge the world 


IX. Inſtead of anſwering ſuch paſſages as theſe, | 


to their works.” Inſtead, I fay, of anſwering ſuch 


literally, Be ye ſaved; yet you wrong our tranſſa- 


a ů ” > SS Roe * 
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ing people to be ſaved, that could abſolutely do no- 
thing in order to ſalvation. And you make Calvin- 
iſm ridiculous before all Cambridge, when (p. 36.) 
you make di, Be ye /aved, or, when ſpoken in 
a way of exhortation, Save yourſelves, to mean, 
Know, that ye cannot ſave yourlelves.“ 

P. 35, you ſay, Let the context illuſtrate this: 
* Thouſands were pricked to the heart; they aſk, 
what they ſhall do, doubtleſs meaning, to be ſaved. 
The Apoſtle diretts chem immediately to Jeſus for 
falvation.” What! Without dozng any thing to- 
wards it! No ſuch thing. To the overthrow of 
your criticiſm, and of Calviniſm, he ſets them im- 
mediately upon doing. Their queſtion was, What 
ſhall we do to be ſaved?” and the immediate an- 
{wer is, ** Repent and be baptized.” Juſt as if he 
had ſaid, Be ye ſaved, or ſave yourſelves by repent: 
ing and coming to Chriſt ; Or, to uſe the words of 
Chriſt to the people of Capernaum, and thoſe of 
St. Paul to the jailor of Philippi, Do the work 
of God,” i. e. the work which God firſt calls 
for: Believe in the Lord Jeſus, and you ſhall be 
ſaved.” | 
Lou add, This language [Save yourſelves] 
« 11] becomes the mouth of inſpiration.” I am ſorry, 
Sir, you ſhould be ſo exceedingly poſitive, I rather 
think, that your © language ill becomes the mouth, 
oi” modeſty. Does not St/ Jude ſay, * Save /ome 


with fear? Does not St. Paul mention his endea- 

vours to © u, home of his own fleſh,” Rom. xi. | 

14, and his becoming all things to all men, that a 

. he might /ave ſame, 1 Cor. ix. 22 ? 1 . 

1 Does he not ſpeak of a huſband ſaving his wiſe, and 

| of. a wife ſaving her huſband, 1 Cor. vii. 16 Does F 

> he not write to the Philippians, * Work out your t 

| own ſalvation?” And to Timothy, © In doing this 1 
| thou ſhalt /ave thy/e/f, and them that hear thee ? ” 

1 Tim. iv. 16. You are too good a ſcholar, Sir, to ſe 

ſay, that owge; oraler © is paſſive; and too modelt I 

a divine to inſinuate, upon ſecond thoughts, that . JU 

= St, Paul ſpeaks like a heretic, and you like an apoſtle. 8 ®! 

3 X. Alter m, 


\ 
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EX. After oppoſing our dodctrine of juſtification by 
the evidence of works in the laſt day, as warmly as 

our pious brother ; you give your public aſſent to 
it as well as he. Page 34, ſpeaking of the day that 


ſhall declare every man's work, and the fire that 


ſhall try of what ſort it is, you ſay, Who that 
reads the Bible denies, that every man's works ſhall 
be examined as a proof of his faith, and that upon 
their evidence the Judge will pals ſentence ? *— 
Undoubtedly you mean, ſentence of abſolution or 
condemnation, according to our Lord's words, “By 
thy words ſhalt thou be ju/t:fied or condemned,” 
Matt. x11, | 85 1 
Now, Sir, this is the very doftrine which we 
maintain—as you may lee Second Check, p. 21. and 
29 —the very doarine for which you repreſent me 
to the world as a Papiſt, and fierce enemy to the 
goſpel. Gentle reader, take notice of my capital 
crime, I have dared-to vindicate a truth, which 
{my opponent himſelf being Judge * no man that 
reads the Bible denies,” Is this a dreadful he- 
1ely! O Sir, when chis ſhall be known in our 
Univerſities, will not Oxford cry to Cambridge, 
and Cambridge echo back to Oxford, the ſubſtance 
of your book, and the title of mine? Logica Ge- 
W - 18 .* 
Xl. Now that you have granted the doctrine of 
juſtification by the evidence of works in the day 
of judgment; let us ſee how you endeavour to 


keep your ſyſtem in countenance, Page 34, you 


ſay, contrary to your own conceſſion, * Though 
works have not the leaſt to do in juſtifying our 
perſons, yet they will appear to the juſtifying of 
ons faith, as ſound, by which alone we are to be 
av Ag. | 

To cut you off from this laſt ſubterfuge, I ob- 
ſerve, 1. That works will have as much “ to do” 
in juſtifying our per/ons in the laſt day, as faith in 


jucſtify ing them at our converſion. 2. This doctrine, 


of faith being juſtified by works in the day of judg- 
ment, is irrational: for faith ſhall then be no more; 


=_ 
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and common ſenſe dictates, that Chriſt, the wiſdom 
of God, will not loſe time in juſtifying or con- 
demning a grace which ſhall not exiſt. g. It is 
quite . : our Lord ſays, © By thy words 


fays, © The doers of the law not their faith] ſhall 
be juſhfied. And St. James declarcs, that“ Rahab 
| not her faith] and Abraham [not his faith} were 
juſtified by works” in the day of trial, 4. Your 
icheme fathers nonſenſe upon that Apoſtle ; for it 
faith is juſtified by works, and not a.man, it fol- 
tows, that when St. James ſays, Ye ſee chen how 
that by works @ man is juſtified, and not by faith 
only,” it is juſt as if he ſaid, * Ye fee then how 
that by works ſaith is juſtiſied, and not by / faith 
only.” 5. If the believer's faith is juſtified in the 
laſt day, and not the believer himſelf; by a parity 
of reaſon, the unbeliever's unbelief will be con- 
demned, and not the unbeliever himſelf, 6, We 
have as good ground to aſſert, that the faith of be- 


thalt thou [| not thy 75 be [nor heir St, Paul 


levers ſhall be /aved in the laſt day, and not their 


F ; as you to maintain, that the faith of be- 
ievers ſhall be jaſtiſied, and not their perſons. 
Thus, according to your curious dottrine, Faith, 
not Believers, ſhall go -to heaven; and Unbelief, 
not Unbelievers, ſhall depart into hell. Laſtly, if 
„works have not the leaſt to do in 7u/{zfying our 
nay in the great day; it follows, they will not 

ave the leaſt to do in condemning them. Thus are 
vue come again to the doftrine of finiſhed damnation; 
and thus you point-blank contradia your own ſcrip- 
tural conceſſion, © Upon the evidence of works the 
Judge will paſs ſentence.” | 


From the n pages 1 appears, (if I am 


not miſtaken) that juſtification by works, i. e. by 
the works of faith in the laſt day, is a ſolid anvil, 
which the twelve ſtrokes of your hammer have ſet- 
tled more than ever upon its, firm baſis, ** The 
word of Cod, that abideth for ever.“ To this an- 
vil I ſhall, by and by, bring Calvinian Antinomi- 


aniſm, and endeavour to work it, in meekneſs of 
» wiſdom, 
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wiſdom, with a hammer, I hope, a litile heavier than 
your own. 3 
— N e e | 
Having anſwered your objections to what you 
juſtly call“ the principal cauſe of controverſy among 
us,” I may make one or two obſervations upon the 
friendlineſi of your Friendly Remarks. A 
Candid reader, if thou haſt read my Checks with- 
out prejudice, and attentively compared them with 
the word of God; wouldſt thou fever 10 that 


the following lines contain an extract frgm the 
friendly ſentence, which my young opponent paſſes 
upon them? Hard names, — Banter, —Sarcaſm, 
—Sneer, -Abuſe, - Bravado, - Low arts of ſlander, 
—Slanderous accuſations, —Opprobrious names. — 
Ill- natured ſatire, — Odious, deformed, deteſtable 
colours, Unfair and ungenerous treatment, Terms 
void of truth, Unmerciful condemnations,—Falſe 
humility, —Irritating ie eee hn. unchari- 
table ſlyle.Continual ſneers. —Moſt odious appel- 
lations,— Abuſive words, — Notorious ſcandalizing, 
Lines too dreadful to be tranſcribed, unworthy of 
an anſwer, beneath contempt, - Moſt indecent ridi- 
cule, -A wretched concluſion, as bitter as gall, 
and, Slanders which ought even to make a Turk 
bluſh. f 25: | . 2 

If chou canſt not yet ſee, gentle reader, into the 
nature of Mr. Rowland Hill's Remarks, peruſe the 
following frzendly ſentences. *© In regard to the. 


fopperies of rel gion, you certainly differ from the, 2% 


popiſh prieſt of Madeley :— You have made uni. 
verſal havock of every truth of the goſpel :!—You 
have invented dreadtul flanders ;—You plentifully 
ſtigmatize many with the moſt unkind language 
You have blackened our principles, and ſcandalized 
our pradtice: — Lou place us in a manner among. 
man lt ſhocks me to follow you: — Our 
characters lie bleeding under the cruelty of your 
pen, and complain loudly againſt your great injuſ- 
ice: Bluſh tor the characters you have injured by 
the raſhneſs and bitterneſs of your pen ;—You have 


invented 
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invented a ſet of monſters, and raiſed a hideous 
ghoſt by your own ſpells, and incantations of banter- 
and contempt ;'—Numberleſs ſneers, taunts, and ſar- 
caſms dreadfally decorate: the whole of your per- 
formance: they are nothing better thin. infernal 
terms of darkneſs; hate ful to tranſcribe ::—Y our Se- 
cond Check, I fear, muſt prove the concindang bar 
of ſeparation,” i. e. of excommunicatton, 

- When I caſt my eye upon this extract, I cannot 
help crying out; If this is my a niſt's Friendli- 
nefs, alas! what will be his diſpleaſure! And what: 
have I done to deſerve theſe tokens. of calvinian be- 
nevolence? Why are theſe flowers of Geneva the- 
toric ſo plentifully heaped upon my head? And 
why ?—But 1 muſt not complain; for my friendly 
opponent has patiently ſtayed till the publication of 
the Second Check, to talk of a . conchiding bar ol 
ſeparation: But if I am a Teprobate, upon bis 
ſcheme of unconditionat election, and gratuitous re- 
probation, Calvin's God put the concluding bar of: 
{eparation between me and himſelf, not —— belore 

I wrote the /ccond Cheek, but chouſands of years. 

before 1 dre my . ft. breath. When 1 conſider 

this, far from feeling the leaſt reſemment againſt 
Ms. Hill, I ſee it my Lane to thank him for ſhew in 

much greater patience towards me than the Gol 

— he worſhips; and I wonder, that his ſevete 

1 ſhould not bè productive of more un- 

ndly Remarks, than thoſe len be it mated, to 

call frindh, Py b 91100 6? 

Ves, Sir, though 1 thought at rſt; that the tile 

of your book was ironical, I now believe it literal, 
and am perſuaded you really meant to ſhe me much 

frienulineßß. For a temporary excommunicatio! 

yea, a * concluding bar of ſeparation,” maſt . 

an act of grace, to one who truly tehſhes the 

tines of limited grace and unprovoked-wrath. - 99h 

I do not hereby intimate, that I have done no- 
thing diſpleaſt | you, Far from inſinuating it 
J ſhall preſent my readers with a liſt of the t 


fold, bu well-meant provocations, which have. -4 
| 5 cured 


5 
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cured me your public correſpondence. I ſay, well. 
meant provocations : for all 1 want to. provoke any 
one to, is love and good works. And may not a 
miniſter uſe even the rod for that purpoſe ? If yon 
think not, pleaſe to inform me what the Apoſtle 
meant, when he faid, © What will ye? Shall I 
come unto you with the rod, or in love, and in the 
ſpirit of meeknefs ?“ YAM! 5 0 1 

1. I have written my Checks with the confidence 
with which the clear dictates of reaſon, and the full 
teſtimonies of Scripture, uſually infpire thoſe who 
love what they eſteem truth more than they do their 
deafeſt friends. wa 

2. Alter ſpeaking moſt honourably of many Cal- 
ne, even of all that are pious, I have taken the 
liberty to inſinuate, that the ſchemes of fni/hed /at. 
vation, and imputed righteouſneſs, will no more {ave 
a Calviniſt gutlty of practical Antinomianiſm, than 
the doArine of general redemption will ſave an un- 

odly Remonſtrant. Thus I bave made no differ. 
ence between the backſitding elect of the Lock, and 
the apoſtates of the Foundery, when death overtakes 

ther in their fins, and in their blyod, 
3. 1 have maintained, that out Lord did nat ſpeak 
an untruth, when he (aid, ** In the day of judgment, 
by thy words ſhalt thou be juſtified;“ and that St. 
Paul did not propagate herely, when he wrote, 
„Work out your own falvation,” ö 
4. 1 have ſprinkled with the ſalt of irony,* your 
favourite docttine, (Friendly Remarks, p. 39) Sal- 

n ot eu teac vation 


2 If 1 mekeule of Irony in my Checke, I can aſſure thee, 
reader, it is not from /pleen,” but regſon. It appears to me, 
that the ſubject requires it, and that ridicnlous Error is to be 
turned out of the temple of Truth, not only with ſeriptural 
argument, which is the /word of "the Spirit; but alſo with , 
drony, which is a proper ſcourge for a glaring and obſtinate miſ- 
take, I have already obſerves, that our Lord himſelf uſed it 
with his apoſtles, when he came out of his agony and bloody 
ſweat. Some other remarkable inſtances of it we find'in Scrip- 
ture, 1 Kings xxii. 15. Micaiah, a prophet of the Lord, bein 

requeſted by king Ahab, and pious king Jeboſhaphat, to tel 

VOL, III. M them 
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vation wholly depends upon the purpoſe of | God ace 
cording to election, without any reſpe& to what may 
be in them.” 1. e. the ele. Now, Sir, as by the 
dottrine of undeniable conſequences, he who re- 
ceives a guinea with the Aing's head on the one fide, 
cinnot but receive the lions on the other fide; ſo he 
that admits the preceding propoſition, cannot but 
admit the inſeparable counterpart, namely, the fol- 
lowing poſition, which every attentive and uypreju- 
diced per{on ſees written in blood upon that ſide of 
Calvin's flandard which is generally kept out of 
ſicht, “ Damnation wholly depends upon the pur- 
pole of God according to reprobation, without re- 
Ipect to what may be in the reprobates.” Here is 
no © inventing.a monſtrous creed,” but merely turn- 
ing the leaf of your own, and reading what is written 
there, viz. Damnation finiſhed, evidenily anſwering 
do fniſhed Jalvation. ARTS Ray 13; 1 
Lou have done more, ſays my opponent, (p. 
47.) * You ſcarce write a page without unjuſt re. 
Lections: To follow you through all your accuſations 
would be endleſs. One paſlage, koueves which 
ſeems to me to ſhine conſpicuous among the reſt for 
calumny and falſeood, as the moon does amòông the 


1 


ſtais, ſhall be the laſt we will notice“ 
I ſay, in the Second Check, * How many inti- 
mate, that Chriſt has fulfilled all righteouſneſs, that 
we might be the children of God with hearts full 
of unrighteouſneſs? And you reply. How many ? 
There are @ generotion it ſeems of thele black blaſphe 


them, whether Iſrael ſhould go againſt Ramoth-gilead to battle; 

he zronically anſwered, ** Go, and proſper; for the Lord ſhall 

deliver it into the hands of the king Fe Woll known is tbat᷑ ſo- 
lemn, though ironical, or, as Mr. Hill weuld call Its er 

re proof of Solomon to a young prodigal, Rejoice, O young 
man, in thy youth, let thine heart, chear thee, and walk in che 
way of thy heart, and in the fight of thy eyes,” Ecel. xi. 9- 
From theſe examples I conclude, that an irony ditated by love, 
not only 1s nc ſign of © bad ſpirit,” but is an uſeful figure f 
ſpeech, n where the rapid. progreſs. of a prepoſterous 
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error, calls for the Harp rebukes mentioned by St. Paul in my 
motto. | 666-4 LACK clit gol 
+8 Th 1 | mers. 
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mers.” (I would Lay, of theſe miſtaken Calviniſts) 
© Produce but a few of them." i 0 

Well, Sir, 1 produce firſt the author of Pietas 
Oxonienſis, next yourſelf, and then all the Calvi- 
niſts who admire your brother's fourth Leiter, where 
he not only :7/inuates, but openly f ve to prove, 
that David was a man after God's own heart, a plea- 
ant child of God, and that he food ab/olved and 
complete in the everlaſiing righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
while his eyes were full of adultery, and his hands 
full of blood: conſequently, while his heart was 
full of all unrighteouſneſs. Now, if this was the 
caſe of David, it may not only be that of many, but 
of all the elet, They may all be the children of 
God, not only with hearts full of unrighteouſneſs, 
but even while they cloak adultery with deliberate 
murder, | ED 

Now, pray, Sir, do you not ſhew yourſelf com. 
pletely maſter of Geneva Logic, when you aſſert, 
that what is ſo abundantly demonftrated by your 
Brother's Letters, and the well-known principles af 
all /ound Calviniſts, is a calumny whe a 2 chood 
as conſpicuous as the luminary that rules the night ? 
This imaginary moon of calumny, which you diſ- 
cover through the teleſcope of calvinian prejudice, 
will help my judicious readers to gueſs at the mag- 
nitude of the ſtars of fa{/:hood, with which you 
ſlay, almoſt all the pages of my book are be- 
ſpangled. $4, 4 „ alen rr Teh © 

I conclude by intreating you not to put any longer 
a wrong conſtruction upon the Helvetic bluntneſs, 
with which I continue to expoſe bare-faced. Anti- 
nomianiſm. Do not account me an enemy, be— 
cauſe I tell you the truth as it is in the Epiſtle: of 
St. James: and deprive me not of an intereſt in 
your valuable friendſhip, merely becauſe I follow 
the word of God, and the dittates of my con- 
ſcience. N | 

1 can with truth aſſure you, that your groundleſs 
charges of “ calumny, falſehood, bitterneſs, injuſ- 
tice,” &. inſtead of “ putting a concluding bar of 

| NI 2 /eparation 
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ſeparation” beiween us, only gives me an opportus 
nity of fulfilling delightfully that precept of the 
evengelical law, Hows to which we ſhall be juſ- 
tified in the great day, Forgive one another, even 
as God for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven you.“ 1 
confirm my love towards you, by rejoicing. in all 
your. fzeus labours, and ſincerely wiſhing you the 
moſt unbounded ſucceſs, whenever you do nat give 
vp the right © foundation,” or ſubſtitute Criſp to 
St. James, and Calvin's narrow election to the free 
goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, And if 1 may truſt the 
feelings of my own heart, which continues quite 
open towards you, I remain juſt as if you were not 
my opponent, dear Sir, your affectionate Friend, 
and obedient Seryant in a pure goſpel. | 
| JonN FLETCBRER. 
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2 Mr. RiciarD and Mr, ROWLAND Hil. 


: 
: 
Honored and dear Opponents, 
| D you bate that ſou] monſter Antinomianiſmꝰ 
I know you cordially hate 22 and 
. would cheerfully oppoſe dodtrina! Antinomianiſm, 
'Þ if it were not inſeparably connected with the fa- 
4% vourite dofirines you have embraced, Yes, your 
4 true regard for holineſs would make you wilh me 
fi ſucceſs, if | while I atiack fin, our common adver- 
3 ſary} Caluini/m, which paſſes with you for Chri/tt- 
anity, did not juſtly appear to you to be ſapped in 
| its very foundation. For, to my great aſtoniſhment, 
| I find that Calvin's dottrine of unconditional elecdlion, 
| and Criſp's doctrine of finiſhed ſaluation, are now 
| þ ſubſlituied to Jeſus Chriſt, and openly made the 
| foundation of the preſent Calviniits. * Finiſhed 8 


ſalvation and electing love, (ſays Mr, Hill, Friendly 
Remarks, p. 19) is their foundation.“ Is it in- 
deed? Alas! I really thought, tha all the 95 
I 
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fill maintained, with Mr. Weſley, that “other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which 
is, JEsUs CHRIST,“ 1 Cor. iii. 11; but I now 
fear, the breach between us is wider than I ima- 

ined; for it ſeems we diſagree no leſs about the 
Fundation, than about the ſuperſtructure; and my 
younger opponent does me juſtice when he adds, 
% Surely you never mean to praiſe the Calviniits 
for guarding thzs foundation.” No indeed, Sir, 
no mote than I would praiſe them for placing two 
of Rachel's teraphim upon the Mediatur's throne. 

You ere both conſcious, that your two favourite 
doctrines will appear empty dreams, if the doctrine 
ot the juſtification of a/ infants without faith is 
true; much more it the dodrine of the juſtification 
of adult perſons by works, both in the day of trial 
and 1n the day of judgment, is ſcriptural. You agree, 
therefore, to bear your public teſtimony againit the 
Third Check, where theſe dottrines are ſet in. a 
clearer point of view than in my preceding publi- 
cations, Permit me to remind my readers of the 
realonableneſs of the aſſertions which have ſo greatly 

excited your ſurpriſe, 


that Calviniſm has contuſion, and not Scripture, 
tor its foundation, I made a ſ{cripiural diſtin&tion 
between the four degrees that conſtitute a ſaint's 
eternal juſtification, and each of theſe degrees 1 
called @ juſtification, becauſe I thought 1 could 
[peak as the oracles of God, without expoſing the 
truth of the goſpel to the ſmiles of Chriſtian wits. 
I. Fr 2 v. 18, I proved. the juſtification 
of infants: “ As by the offence of Adam, | ſays the 
Apoſtle, judgment came upon a men to condem- 
nation, even ſo by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, the 
tee gift came upon a men to ;w/trfication of life.“ 


Ia ſupport of this juſtification, which comes upon 
2 men in their infancy, I now advance the follow. 


ing arguments. 


3 more 


—— — Hs 3 — ——— 


In the Third Check, to make my readers ſenſible, 


1. The Scripture tells us, that © Chriſt. in al 
things hath the a but if Adam is a. 


| 
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more public perſon, a more general repreſentative 
of mankind, than Jeſus Chriſt; it is plain, that, 
n in this grand reſpect, Adam hath the pre-eminence 
0 over Chriſt. Now, as this cannot be, as Chriſt is 
8 at leaſt equal to Adam, it follows, that as Adam 
brought a general condemnation, and an univerſal 
ſeed of death upon al infants; ſo Chriſt brings up- 
on them a general juſtification, and an univerlal 
ſeed of life. 435 7540 2 
2. I never yet ſaw a Calviniſt, who denied that 
Chriſt died for Adam. Now, if the Redeemer 
died for our firſt parent, he undoubtedly expiated 
the original fin, the firſt tranſgreſſion of Adam. 
And if Adam's original fin was atoned for, and 
forgiven to him, as the Calviniſts, I think, gene- 
rally grant, does it not follow, that although all in- 
fants are by nature children of wrath, yet through 
the redemption of Chriſt they are in a ſtate of fa- 
vour or juflification?£ For how could God damn 
10 all eternity any of Adam's children for a fin 
which Chiiſt expiated ? A fin which was forgiven 
almoſt 6000 years ago to Adam, who committed it 
in perſon ? | | 
3. The force of this obfervation would ſtrike our 
Calviniſt brethren, if they conſidered that we were 
not leſs in Adam's loins, when God gave his Son to 
Adam in the grand, original goſpel promiſe, than 
when Eve prevailed upon him to eat of the forbid- 
den fruit. As all in him were included in the cove- 
nant of perfect obedience, before the fall; fo all in 
him were hkewiſe intereſted in the covenant of grace 
and mercy, after the fall: and we have full as much 
reaſon to believe, that ſome of Adam's children 
never fe} with him from a ſtate of probation, ac- 
cording to the old covenant ; as to ſuppoſe, that 
ſome of them never roſe with him to a ſtate of pro- 
bation, upon the terms of the new covenant, which 
ſtands upon beiter promifes. 154133 © Ba 
Thus if we all received an unſpeakable injury, 
by being ſeminally in Adam when he fell, accord- 
ing to the firſt covenant; we al{ received alſo a 
LY, | unſpeakable 


* 
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unſpeakable bleſſing, by being in his loius when 
God ſpititually railed him up, and placed him upon 
goſpel-ground. Nay, the bleſſing which we have 
in Chriſt, is far ſuperior to the curſe which Adam 
entailed upon us; we ſtand our trial upon much 
more advantageous terms than Adam did in paradiſe, 
For according to the firſt covenant, * judgment was 
by one offence to condemnation.” One fin ſunk the 
tranſgreſſor. But according to the free gift, or ſe. 
cond covenant, proviſion is made in Chriſt for re- 


penting of, and riſing from many offences unto juſ- 


tification, Rom. v. 10. | | 
4. Calviniſts are now aſhamed of conſiguing in- 
fants to the torments of hell; they begin to extend 
their eletion to them all. Even the tranſlator of 
Zanchius believes, that all children who die in their 
| infancy ate ſaved. Now, Sir, if all children, or an 
of them, are ſaved ; they are unconditionally juſti- 
fied according to our plan; ſor tbey cannot be 7 
tified by faith, according to St. Paul's doftrine, Rom. 
v. 1. as it is granted, that thoſe who are not capable 
of underſtanding, are not capable of believing. Nor 
can they be juſt:fied by works, according to St. 
James's dottcine, chap. ii. 24. tor they are not ac- 
countable for 1heir works, who do not know good 
from-evil, nor their right hand from their left, Nor 
can they be u/tzfied: by ' words, according to our 
Loxrd!s doctrine, Matt x1. 37. becauſe they cannot 
yet farm one articula'e ſound. It follows, then, 
that all infants mult be damned, or jultified without 
faith, words, or works, according to our firſt diſ- 
tindtion, But as you believe they are ſaved, the 
firſt degree of an adult ſaint's juſtification, is not 
leſs founded upon your own ſentiments, than upon 
leaſon and ſcripture. neee 
II. When infanis grow up, they are called to le- 
lieve in the light of their diſpenſation ; and till they 
do, their pea ſonal fins condemn them. Here ap- 
pears the abſolute need of juſtification by the in- 
ſtrumentality of faith. This juſtification we preach 
o Jews and. Heathens, to phariſęes and 99 
. 3 pon 
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Upon it we chiefly inſiſt, when we addreſs penitent 

odigals, and mourning backſfliders. This the 
apoſtle chiefly defends in his epiſtles to the Romans 
and Galatians, Our church ſtrongly maintains it 
in her xith Article: and as we are all agreed about 
it, I ſhall only refer to ſome paſſages where it is evi- 
demly mentioned. Rom. v. 1. Gal. ii. 16. Acts 
xili. 39. * f 3% al 

III. Whoever hath preſent agceſs unto that grace 
wherein they, who are juſtified by faith do ſtand, is 


alſo juſtified by-works, True juſtification by faith 


is then inſeparable from juſtification by works; for 
faith works by love, fo long as it is living; and love 
is produttive of good works. In the apoſtolic age, 


as well as in ours, © the love of many grew cold, 


and concerning faith they made ſhipwreck, by not 
adding to it brotherly kindneſs, godlineſs and cha- 
riiy.“ But as they ſtill profeſſed the ſaving faith of 
God's elect, which works by love, St. James was di- 
rected by the Holy Ghoſt to enforce the juſtification 
olf a Believer by works. | 
Nov, before you can reaſonably explode this juſ- 
tification, you muſt execute the antinomian wiſh of 
Luther, and tear St. James's epiſtle out of your Bi- 
ble. But, as we can never give you leave to take 
this liberty with ours, we {hall ſtill oppoſe the juſ- 
tification of evil workers, or bediene 
in the day of trial, by ſuch Scriptures as theſe: 
« Know, vain man, that faith without works is 
dead :—Rahab was juſtified by works, - Abraham 
was juſtified by works; and ſo are all his legitimate 
children; © for by works a man is juſtified, and not 
by faith only.“ #4; e di 
IV. As for the Jaſt degree of an adult ſaint's juſ- 
tification, it is ſo fully eſtabliſhed upon the words 
of our Lord, In the day of judgnient by thy 
words ſhalt thou be juſtified,” that Dr. Owen and 
multitudes of the Puritan divines, as I have made 
it appear from their own writings, avowed-it as the 
goſpel truth, in oppoliton.to Criſp's antinomian er- 
rr. Nay, during our controverſy, truth has * 
* vailed; 
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** 


vailed; for, notwithſtanding the ſtrong reſiſtance 


you have made againſt it, you have both granted all 


letters of 


that, we, contend, tor ; witnels the two fir 
this Check. ny l a © 1 
Now, inſtead of attempting to prove, at leaſt by 
one argument, that theſe diſtinctions are contrary 
either to ſcripture or reaſon, Mr. Hill, ſen. ſays, in 
his Remarks, p. 5, 6, What really ſurpriſes me 
beyond all the reſt, is, your having brought out two 
new juſtifications ſince the Second Check no 
apologies can excuſe you for having concealed the 
matter ſo long. - Mr, Hill, jun, adds, in the poſt- 
icript to his Friendly Remarks, p. 65, 66, 67, Your 


dottrine is a myſterious jumble.— Your three pub- 


lications contain a farrago: Vou are quite become 
unanſwereble:— In your Firſt Check, we hear but 


of one juſlification ; in your Second, you treat us 


with two; two more are late] invented, and ſhoved 
in among the reſt:— Theſe 3 juſtifications may 
be doubled and doubled, till they amount to four- 


ſecre :>Your imagination is ferule, you can invent 


them by dozens,” “ 1 A0 1. | 

1. Before I anſwer theſe witticiſms, permit me to 
trouble you with a ſimile. I maintain, that the age 
of man in general, may properly, and at times ne- 


ceſſarily muſt be conſidered, as made up of four 


different ſtages; infancy, youth, ripe years, and old 
age. Two: maſters of arts, who would make the 
world believe, that youth and old age are the ſame, 
{mile at the abſurdity of this four · fold diſtindtion. 


Hoy inconſiſtent are you, ſay they! Some time 
ago you ſpoke of the age of man in general, and 


told us, it was threeſcore years and ten. Yeſterday 
you treated us with a difſertation upon youth and old 
age. To-day two more ages, infancy and ripe YES 
are invented, and ſhoved in among the reſt, Your 
fertile imagination may double and double theſe four 
ages tiil they amount to fourſcore ; nay, you can 
invent them by dozens.” This humourous anſwer 
bighly delights thouſands, and in myſtic Geneva 
luch wit paſſes for argument; but ſome in Engng 
egin 
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begin to aſk, Shall we be for ever the dupes of Ge- 
neva logic ? 1 -e. "Ig 
2. II is a 1. great miſtake, that, In the Firſt 
Check we hear but of one juſtification: ”” for though 
I there treat principally of jaſtiſication by faith, 
becauſe Mr. Weſley principally meant it in the 
Minutes; yet p. 47, the juſtification of infants is 
thus deſcribed : It is “ that general benevolence of, 
dur merciſul God towards ſinful mankind, whereby, 
through the Lamb flain from the foundation of the 
world, he caſts a propitious look upon us, and 
freely makes us partakers of the light that enlight- 
ens every man who comes into the world, This 
general loving-kindneſs is certainly previous to any 
thing we can do to find it : for it always prevents 
us, faying to us in our very #nfancy, Live, (and) 
in conſequence of it, our Lord ſays, “ Let little 
children come unto me, for of ſuch is the Kingdom 
of heaven,” This is not all. P. 47, and 48, I 
particularly deſcribe “ juſtification by faith” in the 
day of converſion, ind expreſsly mention * juſt: ft- 
cation by words (or works) in the day of judgment: 
and common ſenſe diftates, that none can be juſti- 
hed by works in the day of judgment, but thoſe 
who, according to St. James's dottrine, have been 
juſtified by works in this life. How raſh, then, is 
the aſſertion, that I have invented any new Juſtifi- 
cation ſince the Firſt Check! How weak is that 
cauſe, which a Maſter of Arts cannot ſupport but 

by witticiſm, founded upon as palpable a miſtake 
as that “ one and three do not make more than 


one | | 


And is the doctrine of a glorified ſaint's 1 
juſtification changed in the Second Check? 0: 
for the author of Pietas Oxonienſis, in his anſwer 
to that book, (Review, p. 12.) upbraids me with 
ſaying, (2 Check, p. 6.) “ By faith a man is juſti- 
fied at his converſion, but by works he is juſtified ” 
2 earth] “ in the hour of trial, as Abraham when 

e offe:ed up Iſaac,” [or] in a court of judicature, 
as St. Paul at the bar of Feſtus,” [And again] By 


works 
* 


————— 
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works he is juſtified before the judgment. ſeat of 
Chriſt, as every one will be, whole 2 when he 
goes hence is found working by love.“ I grant 
bewever e did not menuon the juſtification o 
infants in the Second Check; but this does not 
prove, that, I © concealed a matter of ſuch im o- 
tance,” For I had-plainly mentioned it in the Vin- 
dication, and. Mr. Shirley not haying oppoſed it in 
bis Narrative, as he had done fuſlficalion by works 


— 
” 


in the, great day, it would have been abſurd to ſpend 
ume i cebit eee F Py 
If you aſk, why T have diſtinguiſhed between 
Juſtification by works 7o-duy, and juſtification by 
works in the day of judgment; I anſwer, For two | 
Teaſons, 1 „St. ames and Mr. Hill, jun. do fo : | 
* Rahab'was juſtified by works, at the time when Wl. 
ſhe received the ſpies.” Friendly Remarks, p. g8. i 
| 


2. The propriety and importance of this diſticiftion, 
appear from the following conſideration. Many may 
be -juſtified by works 79-day, who ſhall be condem- | 
ned by works in the day of judgment. TH! Wl. 
Take an inſtance. W en St. Paul choſe Demas Wit 
to be his fellow-labourer, Demas was undoubtedl 
juſtified by- works, and not by faith only; fer the 
Apoſtle would not have been uneqgually yoked with 
an evil worker, any more than with an unbeliever. 
Nevertheleſs in the day of judgment, if we ma 
believe John Bunyan, Demas ſhall be condemned 
by his /atter, inſtead of being juſtified by his former 
Wark: Moulds eilt % an fit a4 diy 
But I have faid, in the Second Check, that © a 
man is juſtified by faith when his backllidings are 
healed,” as well as at his firſt converſion. And as 
he- may fall from, and return to God ten times, a 
facetious opponent is ready to charge me with hold- 
ing ten, perhaps “ #free/core juſtiſications by faith. 
Witty, but groundleſs is the charge; tor ſuppoſing 
Ihoſe and find the ſame guinea. ten mes, am I not 
miſtaken: if 1 fancy that I have found ten guineas ? 
Or it you draw; back»fxty times from a bright ſun- 
thine into a dark cave, and ty times come into the 
45308 © "ad D 4,04 Diat Os JNIMW nene ſun- ſhine k 
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Tun: ſhine again, do I not offer violence to reaſon if 
1 maintain, that you have got into © three/core” ſun- 
ſhines? Here you ſay, * /{{uftrations are no proefs 
at all.” I grant it: nevertheleſs, when the\proofs 
are gone before, gu illuſtrations wonderful help 
many readers to detect the fallacy of a plauſible ar. 
gument. » OATS. 
But fuppolit I had not mentioned the 'different 
degrees of an auh faint's juſtification either in the 
Firſt or Second Check, would you not, Gentlemen, 
have expoſed Geneva Logic, as you have now done 
your inattention, if you had hoped to ſet plain 
Scripture aſide by-ſaying, * It comes too late. Von 
placed it in the Third. Cheek; it ſhould have been 
produced in the Firſt?” Does not ſuch an argu- 
ment hurt your cauſe more than à prudent ſilence 
would have done ? n SIO * 

However, if you cannot put out the candle with 
which we ſearch the ſtreets of myſtic Geneva, and 
examine the foundation of its towers, you both 
agree to amuſe the Calviniſts, by brioging * Mr. 


'elley 1 


,  * The prejudite of my opponents againſt Mr. Weſley, makes 
them catch at every ff of opportunity, to place him in a 
contemptible light before the world. Witneſs their exclaiming 
againſt him, for having ſuffered me to make an bonourable 
mention of bis labours in the Vindication, to counterbalance a 
little the loads of contempt poured upon him on all ſides. 
Thoſe Gentlemen do tot Cr that there are times, when 
a grey-headed, uſeful, and yet flighted, inſulted minifler of 
Cmiſt, may not only ſuffer another to ſpeak honourably of 
big laboues, but when he ought o magnify his own office in 
rſon, | os | Hg 
St. Paul certainly did ſo, when he ſaid, In nothing zm 1 
behind the very chiefeſt apoſtles. I have laboured mur abuu- 
dantly than they all. Are they miniſters of Chrift, I am more: 
in labours more abundant,” &c.—After the Apofile's 2 
might not Mr. Weſley bimſelf ſay, [giving, like bim, all 
glory to divine grace] © 1 am nothing behind the chief of the 
ſpet miniſters. I have laboured more Fuplatuly than the! 
all?” Nay, might he not add; “ 1 have broken the ice, an 
flood in the gap for them all 7 Now, if inſtead of anſwering 
for bimſelf, he has permitted me te vindicate his aſperſed cha+ 
5attcr, and deſpiſed miniſtry, here 3s the harm ? if Timothy 
| Was 


1 
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Welley upon the flage of controverſy. Ife ſaid, 
above twenty years ago, in one of his Journals, 
« ] cannot but maintain, at leaſt till I have a clearer 
light, that the juſtification which is ſpoken of by 
St. Paul to the Romans; and in our articles, is nut 
two- fold; it is one and no more,” Here Mr. Hill, 
jun. particularly triumphs. By your four degrees 
of a glorified ſaint's juſtification, you have thrown 
your own friend into the dirt, ſays he, help him out 
if you can.” : e 36 ful 

To this I anſwer, that if Mr. Weſley, by the 
juſtification ſpoken of by St. Paul to the Romans, 
meant that which the Apoſtle purpoſediy maintains 
in that epiſtle, and which our church explicitly. aſ- 
ſerts in her eleventh Article, my vindicated friend 
ſpeaks a great truth when he ſays, that mrs jullifi- 
cation is one and no more; for it is evidenily. jul. 
tification by faith. But ſuppoſing he had not pro- 
perly conſidered either the juſtification of imtan:s 
without faith and works, or the juſtification of be- 
lievers by works in the day of trial, and in the day 
of judgment ; what would you infer from thence ? 
That the Scriptures which ſpeak of ſuch juſtifica- 
tions, are falfe? The concluſion would be worthy 
of Geneva Logic! Weigh your argument in the 
balance of Engliſh Logic, and you, will find it is 
wanting. Twenty-three, or, if you pleaſe, three 
years ago, Mr. Welley wanted clearer light, ta dif. 


was to let no man deſpiſe his youth, is Mr. Weſley guilty. of an 
e crime, becauſe he has permitted me to bear my 
teſtimony againſt the impropriety of deſpiſing his o age? And 
does not even. young Mr. Hill ſay much more for himſelf, 
than I have done for Mr. Weſley the aged? The whole of 
what I have advanced in bi favour, centers in this aſſertion, 
„He has done much for God.” But my opponent addreſſes me 
thus before the public, Friendly, Remarks, p. 69. Vou know 
my character, that I have /uffered muck, very much for God.“ 
And yet this ver gentleman takes Mr, Welley to taſk, and ac- 
cuſes him of fe rarely O Partiality, bow long wilt 
thou blind and divide us? And how long wil thou cauſe the 
aſtoniſhed world to ſay, Sce how thele ſheep bite and devour one 
Vor. III. "MF tinguiſh 
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tinguiſh between the juſlification of a ſinner by. 
faith, and the juſtification of a belietrer by works : 
but two years ago God gave him this clearer light, 
and he immediately called his friends to © Review 
the whole affair,” and help him to make a firm 
ſtand tor St. James's pure religion, againſt Criſp's 
defiled goſpel : therefore, ſay my opponents, St. 
James's and Jeſus Chriſt's juſtification of a believer 
by works, 1s a © dreadful hereſy,” and Mr, Weſley 
1s * thrown an the dirt.“ Is the concluſion worthy 
of two maſters of arts? May I nut more reaſona- 
bly draw juſt a contrary inference, and ſay, there- 
fore Mr. ; Weſley ſhakes the very duſt, or, if your 
pleaſe, the very ** dirt” of Geneva from off his feet, 
and exhorts his flocks to do the ſame through the 
three kingdoms ? | | 

II. As our controverſy centers in the point of 
juſtification by works, both in the, day of the trial 
of faith, and in the day of judgment; whatever my 
opponents advance againſt this, I ſhall endeavour to 
anſwer. | 

The ſcriptures [ſays Mr. Hill, ſen. Remarks, 
p. 5-| always ſpeak of juſtification as perfect, full, 
aud complete.“ For an anſwer to this bold, unſcrip- 
tural aſſertion, I refer the reader to the preceding 
pages, where he will eaſily ſee, that although God's 
work is always perfect, ſo far as it goes; yet as final 
juſtification depends upon perſeverance 1n the faith, 
and as perſeverance in the faith is inſeparably con- 
netted with patient continuance in well-doing, it is 
unſcriptural and abſurd to aſſert, that final juſtifica- 
tion is complete, before we can ſay with St. Paul, 
J am ready to be offered up; I bave fought the 
good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept 
the faith :” or rather, before Chriſt himſelf ſays to 
us, Well done, good and faithful ſervants, enter 
into the joy of your Lord.” | 

III. P. 4. You do us great injuſtice in ſuppol- 
ing, that we believe, or aſſert, any ſouls may ſtrive, 
reform, and pray, without any poſſibility of eſcap- 
ing hell. When you made the above aſſertion, did 

you 


- 
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you not know, in your own conſcience, that you 
charged us wrongfully ?”? e 

In the preſence of God, I anſwer in the negative. 


If you maintain, that Chriſt never died for a cer- 1 


tain, fixed number of men, you muſt of conſe— 
quence believe, that thoſe whom he never died 
for, can never flee from the wrath to come, though 


they ſhould ftrive, reform, and pray ever fo much. 


If you are conſiſtent, you muſt be perſuaded, that 
tho' Mr. Weſley, for examp'e, has prayed, ſtrove, 
and reformed for above forty years, yet if he is not 
one of what you call“ te happy number,” he ſhall 
inevitably be damned. | 


IV. P. 8. You refer me to your “ firiking quo- 
tation of Luther, concerning the diſtinction be- 


tween a believer and his actions.“ I anſwer, 1. 
Luther's bare aſſertions go for nothing with us, when 
they ſtand in direct oppoſition to St. James's epiſtle, 
which, in one of his antinomian fits, he wanted to 
burn out of the way. 2. This aſſertion contradicts 
common ſenſe and daily experience, which agree to 
depoſe, that, excepting the caſe of lunatics and de- 


lirious 2 men are like their attions, when 
ions are taken together with their principle 


thoſe a 
and deſign. | 

V. You add in the ſame page, It was happy 
for David, that, when he fell ſo groſsly, he had a 
merciful, gracious, promiſe-keeping God to deal 
with; and that he fell not into the hands of Armi- 
nians and Perfectioniſts.“ I retort, ** It was happy 
for Clodius, that, if he turned from his we tar” 4 
be had not an unmerciful, ungracious, and promiſe- 
breaking God to deal with, and fell not into the 
hands of an inexorable Moloch, betore whom poor 
reprobated heathens can find no place for repen- 
tance, though they ſhould ſeek it carefully with 
tears.” As for your inſinuation, that Arminians 
and Perfettioniſts (as ſuch) are mercileſs to backſli- 
ders, it is groundleſs : we are taught to reſlore the 
tallen in the ſpirit of meekneſs as well as you, And 
(to the praiſe of divine wiſdom I write it) we are 
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enabled to do it without encouraging them to return 
to their wallowing in the mire of ſin, by dangerous 
a that relapſes into it will work ſor their 
g Ty 
VI. While we ſpeak of David and Clodius, it 
may be proper to dwell a moment upon their ale, 
Clodius, a young Heathen, forſakes his one wife, 
and David, an elderly Jew, forſakes his ſ-ven wives 


and ten concubines, to commit the crime of adultery 


with women whole huſbands they have juſt murder- 
ed. I maintain, that David is more guilty than Clo- 
dius, and that his crime is ſo much the more atro- 
cious than that of the noble heathen, as he commits 
it againſt greater light and knowledge, againſt greater 
mercies and more ſolemn vows, perhaps with more 
deliberation, and certainly with leſs temptation from 
the ferments of youthful blood, and the want of va- 
riety. | 
But you ſtill diſſent from me, and perſiſt to fay, 
ſp. 9.) that David remained abſolved from the 
2 of the law, whilſt Clodius lay under it.“ And 
how can you prove it ? © David, ſay you, was a 
believer.” I reply, No, he was an impenitent 
adulterer, and a treacherous murdgrer : and theſe 


Characters are as incompatib'e with that of a belie- 


ver, as heaven is irreconcileable with hell, and Chriſt 
with Belial, If a man can he a bcliever. i. e. a 
member of Chriſt, a child of God, and an inheritor 
of the kingdom- of heaven, while he wallows in 
the filth of adultery, and imbrues. his hands in in- . 
nocent blood, farewell Chriſtianity, farewell Hea- 
then morality, farewell common decency ; we are 
come to the non plus ultra of Antinomianiſm : | 
truth and virtue, law and goſpel, natural and 1e- 
vealed 1eligion, are buried in a common grave. 
Alas ! my dear Sir, what have you advanced ! what 
can the wildeſt ranter, what can Satan himſelf de 
lire more? 
A deiſtical gentleman lately obſerved, that all re- 
Iigion conſiſted in morality, and that nevertheleſs 
revelation was an uſeful comrivance of wile poliu- 
| Clans, 
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cians, to keep the vulgar in awe, and enforce the 

rectice of moral duties among the populace. But, 
alas! the unhappy turn which you give to revela- 
tion, does not even leave it the poor ule which'a 
deiſt will allow it to have. Nay, your ſcheme, far 
from enforcing morality ſets it aſide at a ſtroke. 
For, if a man that äctually commits adultery, trea- 
chery and murder, 1s a pleaſant child of God; 
why ſhould. not a drunkard, a {wearer, a thief, or 
a traitor, be alſo accompliſhing God's holy de- 
crees? Why ſhould he not prove his pleaſant 
child, as well as a wanton adulterer and a peih- 


dious murderer ? Is not this ſtripping the woman, 


the Chriſt-an Church, of the glorious garment vi 
holineſs, in which ſhe came down from heaven ? 
Is it not eb her to horrid deriſion, without fo 
much as a {crap, I ſha'l not ſay of exalted piety, but 
even of heathen morality, to keep herſelf decent 
before a world of mocking infidels? Hath not 
this dottrine driven Geneva headlong into Deiſm ? 
And is it not likely to have the lame effect upon all, 
who can draw a juſt inference from your dangerous 
premiſes ? | 

_ Hitherto proteflants in general have granted to the 
papiſts, that al hough good works are not meritort- 


os, [it any higher idea than that of rewardab/e is 


fixed to that word | yet they are necef/ary to falva- 
tion: but fince the doctrine of  finzfhed /alvanon 
pours in upon us like a flood; fince good men do 
not ſcruple to tell the world, that the ſalvation of a 
bloody edulterer, in fagrante delicto, is finiſhed, and 


that he is a pleaſant child of God, fully accepted 


and completely juſtified, what have good works to 
do with falvation? We may not only diſpenſe with 
them, but do the moſt horrid works. Vea, the 
wheel * of adultery, treachery, and murder, may 
run round and round again,” tor ten months, witit- 
out interrupting the finiſhed ſalvation of the elect; 
any more than praying, weeping, and reforming for 
ten years, will prevent the finiſhed damnation of the 
reprobates. 1 
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But left you ſhould ſay, 1“ blind the eyes of the 
readers with deceitful duſt,” I meet you on the ſolid 
ground where St, James ſtood, when he oppoled 
the primitive Antinomians ; and, taking that holy 
apoſtle's golpel-trump, I found an alarm in Laodi- 
cea, and cry out to the drowſy world of Nicolaitan 
proſeſſors, whether they hear the word at the Lock- 


_ chapel, or at the Foundery, “ Awake, ye that ſleep, 


and ariſe from the dead. Shew your faith by your 
works. Know ye not, O vain men, that faith wf- 
out works is dead,” that it is a putrifying, i11-fmell. 
ing corple? Help ye men of God, help us to bury 
it out of the way of good works. Let frighted 
Morality dig a grave; let indignant Piety caſt the 
horrid nuifance into it. And, while we commit it 
to hell, whence it came, while the devils who be- 
lire, feed upon the noiſome carcaſe, let Biſhop 
Cowper himſelt, attended by the author of Pietas 
Oxonienſis, ſay over the grave,“ Juſlifying faith 
whereby we are ſaved, cannot be without good 
works, Dead and damnable is the faith which is 
confiſtent with adultery and murder.“ And let all 
the Church ſay Amen, and contend for * the faith 
of God's elect,” the faith maintained by St. Paul 
and St. James, the faith recommended in Mr. 
Weſley's Minutes, the living faith that works by 
obedient love. 

VII. P. 10. In defence of your cauſe, you pro- 
duce thoſe words of our Lord to the proud phariſees, 
*« Publicans and harlots go into the kingdom of hea- 
ven before you.” Surely, Sir, you would not inſi- 
nuate, that God takes extortzoners and trumpets 
into heaven as ſuch, and that adultery and whore- 
dom z2re a ready way to glory! I know you ſtart 
from the horrid oy few aaa And, nevertheleſs, I 
fear this doftrine naturally flows from the manner 
in which the paſſage is quoted. I always thought 
thoſe words ot our Lord meant, that publicans and 
harlots could Tooner be reclaimed from their exe- 
crable courſes of life, than fſelf-hardened phariſees 
{from their diabolical pride: . and that, while * 

| wou 
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would admit a penitent Magdalen into heaven, he 
would thruſt an impenttent phariſee Into hell, But 
what is this to the purpule ? Does this make the 
caſe of David, or any other ſianer better, while they 
remain in a ſtate of zmpenttency ? 17 
VIII. P. 9. You bave anſwered this queſtion : 
© David in Uriali's bed, you ſay,) in a ſenſe was 
not impenitent. The Crack. of repentance, &c, did 
lie like a ſpark covered with all 
reply : | | 
1. If by a ſpark or ſeed of repentance, you un- 
derſtand a ray of that quickening light, which en— 


lightens every man who comes into the world, and 


endues him with a gracious capacity ot. repenting 
during the day of ſalvation, we are agiteed : ſup. 
poſing you grant us, that while Clodius defiled his 
neighbour's bed in Rome, he was ſuch a penitent 
as David when he committed the ſame crime in 
Jeruſalem. ; 

2. We deny, that a capacity of repentance is in 
a ſenſe repentance, any more than a capaciiy of obey- 
ing 1s in a ſenſe obedience. . According to your 
idea of that ſort of repentance, which David had 
when he commuted murder, the moſt abandoned 
profligates, who have not yet filled up the meaſure 
of their iniquities, are all in à /ort penitent; and 
Adam when he ate the forbidden fruit was in a ort 
obedient. | - | 

3. Your aſſertion is unſcriptural. You cannot 
produce one paſſage to prove, that a murderer, or 
an adulterer, in flagrante deliclo, is a penitent in any, 
ſenſe.. If David was a penitent, becauſe repentance 
lay in his heart as a ſpark burzed under aſhes; I may 


ny. in direct oppoſition to the words of our Lord, 


that the wicked and ſlothiful ſervant was in ſome ſenſfe 


good and diligent, becauſe his maſter's talent lay by- 
ried in his napkin, ans 
4. You. inlinuate, that the aſhes which covered 


the ſpark of David's repentance wefe “ e An, 


The compariſon, is not very fortunate : for aſhes 


frequently preſerve the ipark which they cover ;. 


but 
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but the commiſſion of murder always tends to 
quench the Spirit. If you ſay, that David rtepented 
in /ome fort while he ſinned, becauſe he undoubt- 
edly ſinned with remorſe of conſcience; I reply, 
1. That he ſeems to have enjoyed his crimes at 
laſt, with as much carnal ſecurity as Clodius cou'd 
poſſibly do. 2. If remorſe is confounded with 
repentance, hell is filled with penitents, and moſt 
drunkards and murderers ate zu @ ſort penitent ; 
for when they fin, they do it trequently with much 
reluctance. | | 
This ſcheme of a ſort of repentance, covered 
as a ſpark in the he:rt of thole whoſe eyes are full 
of aduliery, and hands full of blood, is attended 
with the moſt fatal conſequences, It tends to breed 
negligence in the heart of believers, and carnal ſ-. 
cutity in the breall of apoſtates; for how can the 
former be caretul not to loſe what is inamiſſible? 
And how can the latter endeavour to recover what 
they have not loſl ? Again, it ſuperſedes the dif. 
tinction there is between the righteous and the 
wicked, and opens the door to the moſt hori1d con- 
fuſion in the moral world. Has not a traitor as 
much right to plead the ſpark of loyalty, a drunkard 
the /park of ſobriety, and a highwayman the /park 
of honeſty, covered under the aſhes of his ſin; as 
you have to plead the ſpark of repentance, chaſtity, 
and brotherly love, that lay covered in the heart of 
David during hie long apoſtaſy ? 

6. But this is not all: if your dofirine is true, 
that of Chriſt and his apoſtle is evidently falſe, For 
St. Paul ſays to the Corinthians, © Examine your- 
ſelves, Whether you are in the faith.“ And he gives 
them this rule of examination, “ Be not deceived ; 
neither fornicators, adulterers, &c. have any inhe- 
ritance in the kingdom of Chriſt,” Now, 112 man 
who commits adultery and murder, may have a /park 
of grace ani repemance, which actually conſſituies 
him a pleaſant child of God, how in the world can 
he know, by the apoſtle's rule, whether he is in the 
faith or not ? St. John ſays, with apoſtolic blunt- 
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neſs, He that committeth fin is of the devil: yes, 
in Rome, replies one who is verſed in your divinity ; 
but in Jeruſalem, he that committeth adultery and 
murder .may be in a /ort penitent, conſequently a 
man after God's own heart. Again, A By their fruit 
ye ſhall know them,” ſays our Lord. when he ſpeaks 
of wolves in ſheep's cloathing. Now, it is clear, 
that if your doftrine is true, even when they com- 
mit adultery and murder, it cannot be known whe- 
ther they are wolves, becauſe the /park of chaſtity 
and charity that conſtituted David a pleaſant child 
during his dreadful fall, may be concealed under all 
their dehaucheries and barbarities. 

IX. P. 13. To enforce your doctrine of a two- 
fold, and, as it appears to me jeſuitical will in God, 
you again produce God's forbidding murder to free 
agents: and to this prohibition you oppoſe the mur- 
der which the Jews committed as free agents, when 


„ by wicked hands they crucified Chriſt, who was 


delivered to them by the determinate counſel and 
foreknowledge of God,” I hope, Sir, you would 
not inſinuate, that God ſolemnly forbids murder by 
re ealed, and forcibly enjoins it by his /ecret will ! 
To what I have already ſaid on the point in the 
Third Check (p. go) I now add, 1. God never inſli- 


gated the Jews to murder Chriſt. On the contrary, - 


he frequently reſtrained them from the commiſſion 
of their intended crime. Ye ſeek to kill me,” 
ſaid Jeſus to them many months before they actually 
did it, They even made open attempts to ſtone 
him, and caſt him down a precipice, before the time 
foretold. 2. When that time was come, God he- 
ing about to give his Son a ranſom for the many, by 
his determinate counſel, that one ſhould die for all; 
and ſeeing by his foreknowledge, that the 22 
who thirſted- for his blood, would put him to death, 
he no longer hindered them from taking him. Thus 
Jeſus went to meet their malicious band, in the gar- 
den of Gethſemane, and ſaid, “ I am he whom ye 
ſeek.” g. This only ſhews, that divine Providence 
ſometimes ſuffers moral agents to commit 1 ti, 
Ys 
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ly, the fins which they have already committed in 
their own breaſt ; and he ſuffers it, that they may 
come to condign puniſhment, or that other wicked 
men may be puniſhed : ſometimes alſo, that good 
men may be tried, hypocrites detected, and the 
godly made perfect by ſufferings, like their Lord. 
X. P. 13. In ſupport of the ſame miſtake, you 
add, © You believe it to be God's revealed will, that 
every man ſhould {ove his brother as: himſelf; yet 
it was certainly according to the /ecret will of God, 
that Joſeph's brethren ſhould /e, | why do you not 
ſay, ſhould wa? * him, and that he ſhould go into 
Egypt; otherwiſe Joſeph muſt have told a groſs un- 
truth, when he ſaid, God did fend me to pre- 
5 life: —it was not you that ſent me hither, but 
Sd.” | a 3 
To vindicate what I beg leave to call God's fo. 
ne/ly, permit me to obſerve, 1. That I had rather 
believe, Joſeph told once à groſs untruth, than ſup- 
poſe that God perpetually equivocates. 2. You 
muſt not raiſe a doctrine upon two fentences Which 
Joſeph ſpake as a fond brother, rather than as a ju- 
dicious divine. When he ſaw his brethren con- 
founded, and when in a cordial. embrace he mixed 
his tears of joy with their tears of ſhame and re- 
pentance, how natural was it for him to draw a 
veil over their crime, and to comfort them, by ob- 
ſerving wich what providential wiſdom God had 
over ruled a circumſtance which attended their ſin? 
g. All that you can therefore infer from Joſeph's 
Caſe is, that God would have his brothers love him 
as free agents; and that when, as free agents they 
choſe to hate and murder him, the Lord, to ſave his 
life and bring about his deep deſigns, excited ſome 
compaſſion in their breaſts ; hence they thought it 
les cruel, while the providential appearance of the 
Iſhmaclites, made it appear more profitable, to ſell 
hm as a flave than to ſtarve him to dzath in a pit. 
Thus God, contrary to their intention, but not con— 
trary to his own law, ſent him into Egypt to pre- 
ſerve lite. But what is this to the purpole ? Was 
| | | 11 
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it God's ſecret, effefual will, that Joſeph's brethren 
ſhould hate him, while his revealed will commanded 
them to /ove.him, under pain of eternal damnation ? 
Before you can eſtabliſh this doctrine, you muſt 
prove, that man is a mere machine, and God a mere 
Moloch. | 
XI. But to excuſe yourſelf, you aſk, p. 12, * By 
ſpeaking of the /ecret and revealed will of God, do 
I mana} that God has two contrary wills?” Un- 
doubtedly you do, Sir, if you are conſiſtent, God's 
revealed will, for example, is, that * all the families 
of the earth ſhould be bleſſed in Chriſt, with the 
grace that bringeth ſalvation to all men:“ butb 
his /ecret will, if we may believe Calvin, moſt fa. 
milies of the earih are abſolutely curſed : a decree 
of preterition eternally excludes them from an in- 
tereſt in Chriſt, and from the leaſt degree of ſaving 
race, 
N Again, it is God's revealed will, that “ all men 
every where ſhould repent,” under penalty of de- 
ſtruction : but upon your plan of dottrine, it is his 
ſecret, effeAual will, that moſt men, even all the 
reprobates, ſhall never repent. And, indeed, how | 
ſhould they, if he hardens them either from their 
mother's womb, or from the loins of their firſt pa- 
rent? Once more, it is God's revealed will, that 
all men ſhould believe the goſpel, and be ſaved as | | 
free agents, if they ſubmit to his gracious and eaſy. | 
terms: but according to your ſcheme, it is his E- 1 
cret, indęfectible will, either that there ſhall be bo 1 
goſpel, or only a lying goſpel for moſt men; and 1 
that there ſhall be no conditions or terms. in the | 
goſpel. Hence we are openly told, that God does l 
not treat with the ſons of men in a way of condi- I 
tion; his language being abſolute, like himſelf, J == 
WILL, and you SHALL : that is, „Ve elect, 1 | 
WILL that ye believe and be ſaved, and you SHALL | 
believe and be ſaved: And. ye reprobates, I WILL '| 
that you ſin and be damned, and you SHALL fin and 1 
be damned.“ If you do not hold thoſe propoſitions, | 
| you are with reaſon aſhamed of Calviniſm ; if you 1 
— - hold | 


— 
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ly, the fins which they have already committed in 
their own breaſt : and be ſuffers” it, that they may 
come to condign puniſhment, or that other. wicked 
men may be puniſhed : ſometimes alſo, that good 
men may be tried, hypocrites detected, and the 
godly made perfect by ſufferings, like their Lord. 

X. P. 13. In ſupport of the ſame miſtake, you 
add, © You believe it to be God's revealed will, that 
every man ſhould {ove his brother as: himſelf; yet 
it was certainly according to the /ecret will of God, 
that Joſeph's brethren ſhould /e{{” | why do you not 
ſay, ſhould pany, him, and that he ſhould go into 
Egypt; otherwite Joſeph muſt have told a groſs un- 


truth, when he ſaid, God did fend me to pre- 


dz life !—it was not you that ſent me hither, but 
od.” 15 70 
To vindicate what I beg leave to call God's ho» 
ne/ly, permit me to obſerve, 1. That I had rather 
believe, Joſeph told once à groſs 'untruth, than ſup- 
poſe that God perpetually equivocates. 2. You 
muſt not raiſe a doctrine upon two fentences which 
Joſeph ſpake as a fond brother, rather than as a ju- 

ictous divine. When he ſaw his brethren. con- 
founded, and when in a cordial. embrace he mixed 
his tears of joy with their tears of ſhame and re- 
pentance, how natural was it for him to draw a 
veil over their crime, and. to comfort them, by ob- 
ſerving with what providential wiſdom God had 
over ruled a circumſtance which attended their fin ? 
3: All that you can therefore infer from Joſeph's 
Caſe is, that God would have his brothers love him 
as free agents; and that when, as Yer agents they 
choſe to E. and murder him, the Lord, to ſave his 
life and bring about his deep deſigns, excited ſome 
compaſhon in their breaſts: hence they thought it 
l/s cruel, while the providential appearance of the 
Iſhmaclites, made it appear more profitable, to ſell 
hm as a ſlave than to ſtarve him to dzath in a pit. 
Thus God, contrary to their intention, but not con- 
traty to his own law, ſent him into Egypt to pre- 
ſerve life, But what is this io the purpole ? Was 

| 11 
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it God's ſecret, effefual will, that Joſeph's brethren 
ſhould hate him, while his revealed wil? commanded 

them to /ove.him, under pain of eternal damnation? 

Before you can eſtabliſh this dottrine, you muſt 

prove, that man is a mere machine, and God a mere 
Moloch. | 5 _— 
XI. But to excuſe yourſelf, you aſk, p. is, « By | 

ſpeaking of the /ecret and revealed will of God, do 7 

I ſuppoſe that God has two contrary wills?“ Un- | 

doubtedly you do, Sir, if you are conſiſtent, God's | 
revealed will, for example, is, that © all the families 0 | 
of the earth ſhould be bleſſed in Chriſt, with the - | | 
| | 


Eee that bringeth ſalvation to all men : but by 
is fecret will, if we may believe Calvin, moſt fa. 
milies of the earih are abſolutely curſed : a decree 
of preterition eternally excludes them from an in- 
tereſt in Chriſt, and from the leaſt degree of ſaving | 
race. e 
: Again, it is God's revealed will, that © all men 
every where ſhould repent,” under penalty of de. 
ſtruction: but upon your plan of dottrine, it is his 
ſecret, effeAual will, that moſt men, even all the 
reprobates, ſhall never repent. And, indeed, how 1 
ſhould they, if he kardens them either from their "2 
mother's womb, or from the loins of their firſt pa- 
rent? Once more, it is God's revealed will, that 
all men ſhould believe the goſpel, and be ſaved as 
free agents, if they ſubmit to his gracious and 7 2 


F 


[ 
terms: but according to your ſcheme, it is his E- | | 
cret, indefefible will, either that there ſhall be po | 
goſpel, or only a lying goſpel for moſt men; and | 
that there malt be no conditions or terms in the 
goſpel. Hence we are openly told, that God does 
not treat with the ſons of men in a way of condi- 1 
tion; his language being abſolute, like himſelf, 1 
WILL, and you SHALL : that is, © Ye.ele&, 1 
WLLL that ye believe and be ſaved, and you SHALL 
believe and be ſaved : And ye reprobates, I wiLL 
that you ſin and be damned, and you SHALL ſin and 
be damned.” If you do not hold thoſe propoſitions, 
you are with reaſon aſhamed of Calviniſm ; * wa 
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hold them, you certainly maintain that there are two 
contrary wills in God, whether you ſuppoſe that 
you do ſo or not. | | 

XII. One more obſervation, and I have done. 
In your Five Leiters you have oppoſed this propo- 
ſition, ** Believing is previous to juſtification,” 
and ſaid, I deny that believing precedes juſtifica- 
tion in the day of converſion. I have obferved 
in reply, that this aſſertion ſets aſide juſtifica- 
tion by faith; becauſe if believing does not pre- 
cede juſtification, there is no need of believing in 
order to be juſtified. * This is diſingenuous, (ſa 
you, Remarks, p. 10.) Where do J aſſert that Jul 
tification precedes believing ? I believe that true 
faith and juſtification are as inſeparable as fire and 
beat.” "Ws 

To this I anſwer, 1. Your compariſon is not juſt. 
Fire is not the zn/trument by which keat is appie- 
hended, but the very fountazrn of heat itſelf : where- 
as faith joſtifies, not as being the very fountazn of 
juſtifica'1on, but merely as an zn/trument that appre- 
hends the truth of him who juſtifies the ungodly 
that believes in Jeſus. Here, then, you indirectly 
give to juſtifying faith the honour due to none but 
the heavenly Juſtifier. | 

2. We grant you, that as, in the very inſtant in 
which we open our eyes, we receive the light, and 
ſee: ſo in the very moment in which we believe, 
we receive Chriſt the truth, and are juſtified. But 
ſtill you muſt | hawk us, that believing is as much 
previous to juſtification, as opening the eyes is pre- 
220u5s 10 ſeeing. We are juſtified by faith, and com- 
mon ſenſe ditlates, that the inſtrument by which a 
thing is apprehended, muſt exiſt before it can be 
apprehended. 7 . 
Having thus endeavoured to follow you in your 
retreat, to cut you off from your various ſubter- 
fuges; and having expoſed, with my uſual blunt. 
neſs, the bard ſhifts you have been obliged to make, 
in order to keep your doctrine the leaſt in counte- 
3 nance, 
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nance, permit me to aſſure. YOu. that I till remain, 
wich brothecly love and reſpe&, Gentlemen, your 
obedient Servant in the whole goſpel of Chriſt, 

| Ls IN JOHN FLETCHER, | 
2L;C r FT, 
To Mr. RicyaRD and Mr. RowLAND HILL, 


' Honored and dear Sirs, 


T TAVING anſwered the arguments which each 
of you have advanced againſt the doctrine of 
juſtification by works in the great day, permit me to 
conſider what may farther be advanced againſt it. 
I. We cry to Sinners, By grace {hall ye be ſaved 
through faith, in the day of your converſion; but 
to Believers we ſay, By grace {hall ye be ſaved, 
through works, in the day of judgment, Turn there. 
fore, ye ſinners; and ye ſaints, work gut your own 
ſalvation with fear and trembling. $4.9 a. 
Saved by grace, through works, in the day of 
judgment! What a farrago of popery and goſpel ! 
Faith and works, what a ſhocking. mixture! Ge. 
minantur ttgribus agnt. You have undoubtedly the 
full conſent of Bellarmine and the ſcarlet whore ”” 
for ſuch a match. But with what deteſtation would 
St. Paul enter his proteſt againſt it? Does he not 
declare, that faith and works reciprocally exclude 
each other? Says he not, If by grace, then it 
is no more of works, otherwiſe grace is no more 
grace. But if it be of works, then it is no more 
race, otherwiſe or is no more work. — If Abra- 
am was juſtified 6% "works, he hath whereof to 
lory, for to him that worketh is the reward not.rec- 
Loan ol grace but of debt: but Abraham believed 
God, and it was accounted to him for righteouſneſs,” 
And David alſo deſcribeth the bleſledneſs of the 
man to whom God imputeth righteouſneſs w/hout 
works, Hence the Apoſtle concludes, .* By grace 
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ye are ſaved, through faith: not of works, left any 
man ſhould boaſt.” And again, Not by works of 
Tighteoufneſs which we have: done, but of his 
mercy he ſaved us,” &c, Now, how docs this doc- 
trine of juſtification and ſalvation without works, 
agree with your doftrine of juſlification or ſalvation 
by works, in the laſt day? And how can you recon- 
cile St. Paul, with Bellarmine, Mr. Weſley, and 
yourſelf ?” 

ANs. I. Should you not rather aſk, how we can 
reconcile St. Paul with Jeſus Chriſt, St. James, and 
himſelf ? Is not the ſecond chapter io the Romans 
as ſtrong for works as the Minutes, the Epiſtle of 
St. James, and our Lord's ſermon on the mount ? 
Have we not obſerved, that even in the Epiſtles 
where the rant 0 rag maintains the doctrine 
of juſtification by faith in the day of converſion, he 
writes of works in ſuch a manner as flatly to con- 
tradift himſelf, if they have nothing to do with our 
final juſtification in the laſt day ? | | 

Says he riot to the believers at Rome, “If ye 
live aſter the fleſh,” or, if ye do not “ caſt off the 
works of darkneſs, rioting and diunkennefs, ſtiite 
and envying, &c. ye ſhall die ; but it ye through 
the Spirit mortify the deeds of the body, ye ſhall 

live.” And again, Be ſubjett to the higher pow- 
ers: for they that reſiſt them, ſhall receive to them- 
ſelves damnation ? 5 

And ſays he not to the Galatians, “ All the law 
is fulfilled in one word, even in this, Thou ſhalt 
love thy neighbour as thyſelf ?” And let no Anti- 
Nomian perſuade you, that the law of obedient love 
is only a rule of life. No, it is alſo a rule of-pu- 
niſhment; for * 1 tell you before, as I have alſo told 
you in time paſt,” [ſee how plainly and conſtantly 
the Apoſtle preached the law of Chriſt! | © that they 
who do ſuch things, | they who are guilty of] adul- 


tery, fornication, hatred, wrath, frite. envying, 
murder, drunkenneſs, and ſuch like, ſhall not in- 
herit the kingdom of God. Fulfil therefore the law 
of Chriſt, Let every man prove his own wow ; 
or 
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for every man ſhall bear his own burden, Be not 
deceived ; whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he 
alſo reap ; for he that ſoweth to his fleſh, ſhall of 
the fleſh reap corruption, [or rather, ee, perdi- 
tion ;| but he that ſoweth to the Spirit ſhall of the 
Spirit reap life everlaſting,” = 
When St. Paul, even in his epiſtles to the Romans 
and Galatians, preaches ſo evidently juſtification 
and condemnation by works in the great day, do we 
not ſuppoſe him deprived of common ſenſe, when 
we repreſent him as perpetually ſaying and unſay- 
ing, as building vp one hour what he pulls down 
the next ? 1 

But as this general anſwer, though it vindicates 
our doctrine, does not vindicate the Apoſtle from 
the charge of contradittion, I beg leave once more 
to carry the candle of the Lord into the tower of 
Calvinian confuſion, thus ſhall we ſee the farrago 
made at Geneva with the words juſtification, ee 
tion, works, righteouſneſs of the lau, and rigiteouſ- 

It is evident, that degree of juſtification is 
attended with a degree of ſalvation. Hence, when: 
St. Paul preached to the Jews, juſtification 2 Jath, | 
he ſaid, To you is the word of this ſalvation 
ſent; and when he wrote to thoſe who were juft:- 
fied, he ſays, “ By grace are'ye /aved thro' faith.“ 

his holds with regard to the juſtification of in- 
fants, for of ſuch is the kingdom of heaven ; and 
by the fame rule eternal /alvation anſwers to final 


Jager, 1 ; 

his being premiſed, we may obſerve, that when 
the Apoſtle excludes works from having any hand 
in our juſtification or ſalvation, it is only when he 
ſpeaks of the juſtification of /inners, whether we 
conlider them as infants or adults. For if he ex- 
cluded works from the juſtification of believers, 
either in the day of trial, or in the day of judgment, 
he would groſsly contradi& himſelf : but now he is 
quite conſiſtent, Mr. Weſley and I, through grace, 
gladly join him and Titus, when they ſay, ** Not 
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by works of righteouſneſs which we have done, [ei- 
ther in our infancy, or before the day of our con- 
verſion, ] but according to his mercy he /aved us, 
by the waſhing of regeneration ; that being juſtified 
by his grace, we ſhould be made heirs according to 
the Jobe of eternal life.“ | | 
But what does the apoſtle mean here by the hope 
of eternal liſe? Is it the hope of a Laodicean be- 
lever, who makes his boaſt of © imputed righteouſ- 
neſs, and finiſhed ſalvation,” while he goes on in 
ſtrike and envying, perhaps in adultery and murder ? 
Certainly no: this is the hope of the hypocrite 
which ſhall periſh, The hope according to which 
we are made heirs of eternal life in glory, is a hope, 
which if any man hach, he will purity himſelf even, 
as God is pure; and this hope, far from being con- 
trary to our dottiine of juſtification by works in the 
haſt day, is inſeparably connected with ze labour of 
love, by which perſevering believers ſhall then be 


juſlified, 


Enquire we now, what are thoſe works which. 
St. Paul oppoſes to 7aizh and Iree grace; and I ob- 


ſerve, SF | 
1. That it is not abſolutely every work ; or elſe 


he would oppoſe faith to itſelf; for believing is as 
much a work of the heart, as walking to church is a 
work of the feet. | 
2. Neither does the apoſtle oppoſe to faith, works 
meet for repentance ; for he ſtrongly recommended 
them himſelf, Acts xxvi, 20, Nor the works of 
upright Gentiles, that fear God, and believe he 1s 
a tewarder of thoſe who diligently ſeek him. If 
St. Paul repreſented the/e works as © dung and 
filthy rags,” he would contradict the angel, who 
ſaid to Cornelius, “ Thy prayers and alms,” | far 
from being rejected, ]“ are come up for a memorial 
before God.“ OY 
g. Much leſs did it ever come into the apoſtle's 
mind, to oppole the work of faith, and the labour 
of love, to faith and free grace; for they are no 
more contrary to each other, than the ſtalk and the 
| ear 
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ear are contrary to the root that bears them. Far 
from deſpiſin theſe works, ſee how honourably he 
ſpeaks of them,“ We give thanks always for you, 
remembering without ceaſing your work of faith;. 
and labour of love in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, God is 
not unrighteous, to forget your work and /abour that 
proceedeth of love. Always abound in the work of 
the Lord, — Charge the rich, that they be rich in 
good works, laying up for themſelves a good foun. 
dation, that they may lay hold on eternal life,” 

For want of attending to this, ſome have prepoſ- 
terouſly oppoſed the righteouſneſs of faith to perſo. 
nal holineſs. The latter they look upon as the 72g f. 
jw ko which ts of the law, and which the apoſtle: 
explodes, Phil. iii. 9. Thus —_ ſuppoſe, that St. 
Paul formed the horrid wiſh of not being found 
cloathed with holineſs, without which no man ſhall 
ſee the Lord: not conſidering, that the pardon of 
ſins, and true holineſs, the two inſeparable fruits of 
a living faith, conſtitute “ the righteouſneſs which 
is through the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which: 
is of God by faith: “ a righteouſneſs: this, that far 
exceeds the outſide righteouſneſs of the ſcribes and 
phariſe es, with which the apoſtle had too long been 
ſatisfied, and which he ſo juſtly deſpiſed. after his 
converſion. 

One miſtake makes way for another: thoſe who: 
imagine, that the apoſtle would not be found in his 
own inherent righteouſneſs, flowing from Chriſt 
formed in his heart by faith, inſinuate, that he de- 
ſired to be found cloathed with the perſonal actions 
of our Lord, put upon his ſoul by as irrational and 
unſcriptural an imputation, as if God had fed Peter, 
when he was hungry, by imputing to his empty ſto- 
mach the meals which Chriſt ate in the days of his 
flelh ; or as if he had cloathed St. Paul when he was 
naked, by laying to his account our Lord's bein 
wrapt up in. {waddling cloathes in the ſtable at 
Bethlehem. 


But to return: The works which St. Paul ex- 
elnde, are. | 
5 O 3 1 The 
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1. The works of the ceremonial law of Moſes, 


generally called the works of the law. On theſe 


works moſt Jewiſh converts ſtill laid a very great 
ſtreſs, and ſome of them went ſo far in this error, 
as to ſay to their Gentile brethren, © Except ye be 
circumciſed after the manner of Moſes, ye cannot 
be ſaved,” Ads xv. 1. Hence the apoſtle wrote, 
verſe 24, Certain men, ſubverting your ſouls, 
have troubled you, ſaying, ye muſt be circumciſed 
and Keep the law.“ Hence allo it is ſaid, that when 
St. Paul ſhaved, and was at charges to purify him- 
ſelf in the temple, he © walked orderly and lept the 
law,” AAs xxi. 24. 

2. The apoſtle likewiſe oppoſes to faith thoſe hy- 
pocritical deeds of the moral law, thoſe external 
works of partial piety and oſtentatious mercy, by 


which proud phariſees think to atone for their ſins, 


and purchaſe the kingdom of heaven. Such works 
of unbelief and ſpiritual pride cannot be too much 
decried. They do infinite miſchief ; they draw a 
veil over our apoſtaſy: they breed ſelf-compla- 
cence, generate ſelf-conceit, and feed the oppoſi- 


tion of phariſees againſt the goſpel, Hence their 


contempt ot Chriſt, their enmity againſt his people, 
their ridiculing the atonement, deſpiſing others, and 
boaſting of their own goodneſs. St. Paul, was the 
more zealous in bearing his teſtimony againſt theſe 
fruits of ſelf-righteouſneſs, as he knew by fatal ex- 
perience, that they are the reverſe of * rote meet 
wor repentance,” and of ** the righteouſneſs which 
is of God by. faith; and that they ſtood yet in 
the way of the Jews, as much as they once did in 
his own. 

g. The apoſtle excludes alſo all che works of im- 
pious moraliſts, who make no ſcruple of robbing 
God, becauſe they are juſt to man; all the works 
of antinomian believers, who, like the Galatians, 

ray to the Lord, and devour their neighbours; or, 
like the Jews, fa/f to-day, and to-morrow ſtrike” 
with the fiſt of wickednels ; all the works which 
are not ultimately referred to the glory of God chro- 
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eſus Chriſt ; and all the works whoſe gracious ree 
wardableneſs is not acknowledged to flow from the 
original, and proper merit of the Redeemer, Thels 
works the apoſtle juſtly diſcards, as contrary to the 
doctrine of grace, becauſe they do not Ou from 
the grace of God, but from the pride of man. He 
explodes them as oppolite to the righteouſneſs of 
faith, becauſe they are not the works of humble 
faith, but of conceited unbelief; the conſtant lan- 
guage of faith being. Not unto us, O Lord, not 
unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy 
mercy and truth's ſake.” 

Let the judicious reader ſay, if by thus diſtin- 

uiſhing between the juſtification of a „inner, in the 
þ of converſion, and the juſtification of a aint in 
the great day; and by making a proper difference be- 
tween the works of a humble believer, which the 
apoſtle juſtly extols; and the works of a proud pha- 
riſee, which he juſtly decries; we do not perfectly 
reconcile him to himſelf, and ſuſficiently ſecurt the 
honor of free grace. | | 

Is it pgſlible to make larger conceſſions, without 

ſacrificing St. James's epiſtle to Geneva logic, and 
our Lord's invaluable Sermon on the Mount, to an- 
tinomian obſtinacy ?. If we continue to aſſert that no 
ſort of works have any thing to do with any fort of 
Juſlification and ſalvation, ſhall we not juſtly ſhock 
the moral and rational part of mankind ? ls it not 
of the Lord, that the contempt which unconverted 
men ſhew to religious people, riſes no. higher than 
it does? . And do we not deſerve that our candor or 
good ſenſe ſhould be ſuſpected, when we go about 
to perſuade the world, that half a dozen ſtrained 
verſes of St. Paul, put in the favourite ſcale of a 
Geneva balance, are ſufhcientto outweigh fifty plain 
texts of the apoſtle, and the beſt half of the Bible, 
which teſtifies, directly or indirectly, that though 
the final juſtification and eternal ſalvation of adult 
perſons are not by the mer, yet they are by the evi. 
dence or inſtrumentality of good works? 


II. OBJ, 
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II. Osj. There 12 plauſibility in your an- 
ſwer, but we are ſtill afraid that this doctrine of 
juftification, or ſalvation, by works in the laſt day, 

« robs the Lord Jeſus Chriſt of his glory. 

ANs. Juſt the reverſe : It delivers him from the 
ſhame of ſaving men by unaccountable humour, or 
damning them with unparalleled cruelty. But how 
do you prove your aſſertion ? Of what glory does 
our dottrine rob the Redeemer ? Does it rob him 
of the glory of atoning for our fins, as our High 
Priefl ? or leading us into all the truth neceſſary to 
ſalvation, as our great Prophet ? Does it rob him 
of the glory of pardoning our ſins, and eſteeming | 
us righteous when we beheve, as the Lord our T1ghe 
ag Does it rob him of the glory of makin 
us fruitful branches in ham as the true Vine?. or — 
rendering to every one according to his works, as 

an impartial Tudge On the contrary, is it not the - 
oppolite dofirine, which retuſes him the glory of 
maintaining the honour of his crown, as the King. 
of kings and the Lord of lords? | — Mþ 

Yes, we affirm, that to reject the doctrine of juſ- 
tification by works in the great day, is to ſet Chriſt 
at nought in the moſt glorious of his offices, Is it 
not enough, that in the days of his fleih, he was 
chiefly derided and crucified as the King of the 
Jews? Mult he alſo in the days of his Spuit, be- 
every where put to open ſhame in bis regal office ? 
How uſeleſs is his ſceptre, and contemptible his 
government, if he gives his ſubjects only ſhadows 

ft laws, which amount to no laws at all? And if, 
leaving his immenſe dominions in a lawleſs condi- 
tion, he ſaves the happy number of his favourites,. 
and damns the reſt ot mankind, merely according. 
10, Calvin's notions of tree-grace and. free-wrath ?- 
or according to Dr. Criſp's icheme of ſalvation and: 
d:mnation finithed ? 

To this Mr. Rowland Hill anſwers before-hand, 
[Friendly Remarks, p. 45, 46.] © You ſlander the 
Calviniſts, —We grant, that in point of juſtifica- 
tion,” [and, of courle, of condemnation} “ we have 

5 nothing 


\ 
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nothing to do with the law : [But } though we boldly 


ſay, we are under the law as a covenant of works, 
yet we never were ſo ignorant and daring as to lay, 
we are not under the LAW to Chriſt as a RULE ON 
LITE.“ 55 5 
Pardon my freedom, if I tell you without cere- 
mony, that like thouſands more, yon. have learned 
to ſay Shibboleth, before you have properly conſi- 
dered the ſenſe of the expreſſion, ., If you mean 
any thing by being under the law to Chriſt only as a 
rule of ble you probably mean, with Criſp, that 
Chriſt has indeed a law; but that, with regard to 
believers, who are the ſubjects of his kingdom, 
this law has no more the divine ſanction of a bleſ- 
ſing for thoſe who obſerve. it, and of a curſe for its, 
1 And is not this ſaying, in ambiguous 
Words, that Chriſt's ſubjetts are "lately lawleſs 7 
Let little children pompouſly give the name of 
Laws to rules of play, or rules of grammar; but 
let not men of ſenſe imitate their miſtake, by giv- 
ing that name to directions of conduct, or rules of © 
52 which are no longer enforced by rewards and 
penalties. | LOL Y 
You decry * illuſtrations,” and I do not wonder, 
at it; for they carry light into Babel, where it is 
not deſired. The father of errors begets Darkneſs 
and Conſuſion. From. Darkneſs and Confuſion 
ſprings Calviniſm, who, wrapping himſelf up in. 
ſome garments, which he has ſtolen from the Truth, 
deceives the nations, and gets himſelf reverenced 
in a dark temple, as if he were the pure and free- 
goſpel. 8 
To bring him to a ſhameful end, we need not 
ſtab him with the dagger of © calumny,” or put him 
upon the rack of perſecution. _ Let him only be 
dragged out of his obicurity, and brought unmaſked 
to open light, and the ſilent beams of truth will 
pierce him through ! Light alone will torture him 
to death, as the meridian ſun does a bird of night, 
that cannot fly from the gentle operations of its 
beams, | 
May 


S * 
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May the following lujtration dart at leaſt one 
luminous beam into the profound darkneſs in which 
vour venerahle Diana delights to dwell! And may 
it ſhew the Chriſtian world, that we do not „ander 

ou,” when we aſſert, you inadvertently deftroy 
God's law, and caſt the Redeemer's crown to the 
ground: and that when you ſay, * In point of juſ- 
tification ” [and conſequently of condemnation] 
„we have nothing to do with the law. We are 
under the law as a rule of life,” but not as a rule of 
judgment; you might as well ſay, We are under 
no law, and conſequently no longer acccountable for 
our actions.“ | 

The king, whom I will ſuppoſe is in love with 
your doftrines of free-grace and free-wrath, by the 
advice of a predeſtinarian council and parliament, 
iſſues out a n directed “ To all 
his dear ſubjects, and ele& people, the Eng liſi.“ 
By this evangelical manifeflo they are informed, 
* That in conſideration of the Prince of Wales's 
meritorious interceſſion, and perfeft obedience to 
the laws of England, all the penalties annexed to 
the breaking of thoſe laws are now aboliſhed with 
reſpect to Engliſhmen : That his majeſty freely par- 
dons all his ſabjefts, who have been, are, or ſhall 
be guilty of adulery, murder, or treaſon : that all 
their crimes © paſt, preſent, and to come, are for 
ever and for ever cancelled :” that nevertheleſs, his 
loving ſubje&s, who remain ſtrangers to their pri- 
vileges, ſhall ſtil] be ſerved with ſham warrants ac-' 
cording to law, and frightened out of their wits, till 
they have learned to plead, they are Engliſhmen, 
[i. e. ele ] and then, they ſhall alſo ſet at defiance 
all legaliſts ; that is, all thoſe who ſhall. dare to deal 
with them according to law : and that, excepting the 
caſe of the above-mentioned falſe proſecution of 
his choſen people, none of them ſhall ever be mo- 
le ſted for the breach of any law. 


« By the ſame ſupreme authority it is likewiſe 
enafted, th. t all ine laws ſhall continue in force 
againſt Foreigners, [i. e. Reprobates] whom the 

5 King. 


a 
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King and the Prince hate with everlaſting ha“ red, 
and to whom they have agreed never to ſhew 
mercy : that acco-dingly they ſhall be proſecuted 
to the utmoſt rigour of every ſtatute, till ny are all 
hanged or burned out of the way: and that ſup» 
poling no perſonal offence can be proved againſt 
them, it ſhall be lawful to hang them 1n chains for 
the crime of one of their foreſathers, to ſet forth 
the king's wonderful juſhce, diſplay his * 
ſovereignty, and make his choſen people reliſh the 
better their ſweet diſtinguiſhing privileges as Eng- 
liſhmen.” | | 
+ Moreover his Majeſty, who loves order and 
harmony, charges his loving ſubjects to conſider 
fill the ſtatutes of England, which are in force 
againſt Foreigners, as very good rules of liſe, for the 
Engliſh, which they ſhall do well to follow, but 
BETTER to break ; becauſe every breach of thoſe 
rules will work for their good, and make them f 
louder the faithtulneſs of the king, the goodnels of 
the prince, and the ſweetneſs of this goſpel procla- 
mation.” ; IS 
Again, as nothing is ſo diſpleaſing to the king 
as legality, which he hates even more than extor- 
tion and whoredom ; leſt any of his dear people, 
have acted the part of a ſtrumpet, robber, murderer, 
or traitor, thould, through the remains of their in- 
bred corruption, and ridiculous /egality, mourn 100 
deeply for bredking ſome of their rules liſe, our 
gracious monarch {olemnly aſſures them, That tho” 
he highly difapproves of adultery and murder, yet 
theſe breaches of rules are nut worle in his ſight 
than a wandering thought in ſpeaking to him, or a 
moment's dulneis in his ſervice: that robbers, 
therefore, and traitors, adulterers and murderers, 
who are free-born Engl:i/tmen, need not at ail be 
uneaſy about loſing his royal favour ;. this being ut- 
terly impoſſible, becauſe they always ſtand complete 
in the honeſty, loyalty, chaltity; and charity of the 
prince,” | 


«© Mor2over, 


— 
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| Moreover, becauſe the king changes not, what- 
ever lengths the Engliſh_go on in immorality, he 
will always look upon them as his pleaſant chil. 
dren, his dear people, and men after his own heart; 
and that, on the other hand, whatſoever lengths 
Foreigners go in pious morality, his gtacious ma- 
jeſty is determined ſtill to conſider them as - 
crites, veſſels of wrath, and curſed children, for 
whom is reſerved the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever; 
becauſe he always views them completely guilty, 
and abſoluiely condemned in a certain robe of un- 
rig htecouſne/s, woven thouſands of years ago by one 
of their anceſtors. This dreadful [anbenetto * his 
majeſty hach thought fit to put upon them by impu- 
tation; and in it, it is his good pleaſure that they 
ſhall hang in adamantine chains, or burn in fire un- 
uenchable.“ n an 
„Finally, as Foreigners are dangerous people, 
and may ſtir up his majeſty's ſubjetts to rebellion, 
the Engl:/h are informed, that it any one of them, 
were he to come over from Geneva itſelf, ſhall dare 
to inſinuate, that this moſt gracious goſpel procla- 
mation is not according to equity, morality, and 
godlineſs, the firit Engliſhman that meets bim ſhall 
Rove full leave to brand him as a papiſt, without 
judge or jury, in the forehead or on the back, as he 
thinks beſt; and that, till he is farther proceeded 
with according to the utmoſt ſeverity ok the law, 
the choſen people ſhall be informed, in the Goſpel 
Magazine, to beware of him, as a man “ who ſcat- 
ters firebrands, arrows, and deaths,“ and mates uni- 
ver/al havock of every article of this ſweet goſpel 
proclamation. Given at Geneva, and ſigned by 
four of his majeſty's principal ſecretaries of ſtate for 


. 


the predeſtinarian department,” nes 
John Calvin. Dr. Criſp. 
Ihe Author of P. O. Rowland Hill, 


6 * A frock, painted with flames and devils, in which heretios 
are burned by the Inquiſition. eta 
EK What 
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- What would wiſe men think of ſuch a manifeſto ?. 
Who does not fee, his majeily might as, well haue, 
informed us zt once, that all the laws of the land, 
are. now repepleſh' that inſtead of being laws, they 
ſhall be only moral fenger-poſts, directing men in the 
narrow way of righteouſneſs, or in the broad way; 
of iniquity, if the one pleaſes them better than the, 
Mes : men 300 Jo Nut ann dam een ns 
nos We. aſſerted, That we are {till un- 
der..the laws, of the land as rules of. life ; would not 


ibinking men anſwer, No: we are now abſolutely, _ 


lawleſs ;. for ſtatutes according to which no Engliſh. 
men can be proſecuted, much leſs executed, are no 
lgws at all ſor Engliſhmen; they are 7 directions, 
which every one 1 2t-full liberty to Hollow vr not,. 
as he pleaſes. , It is not leſs abſurd to give the name, 
of {as to rules, Which are not enforced with che. 
ſanftion of PTOPET rewards or penalties, than-to, call 
Baxter's Direfory\a code of laws, becauſe it con- 
tains excellent rules liſe. 1 
0 ye abettors of Crilp's miſtakes, bow long wilt 
you'regard vain words, and inadvertently pour, con- 
tempt upon the King of kings? How lang will 
you raſhly charge,ys,with robbing him of his glory, 
ecauſe we cannot join you, when, under the plau- 
ſrble pretenee of advancing the hondur of his pr; 
hood, you explain away the moſt aw lul prote ſtatious 
which he made as a Prophet ; and rob himlof the 
rayal. glory of puniſhing his rebellious, and reward. 
ing bis faithful ſubjekts according to faw'as'a jigh- 
teous King ? | 300 ; | FY a * * Ann h "31 f 
Alas! even while you ſeem zealous for God's 
ſovereignty, do you not unawares repreſent Jcſus'ag 
the weakeſt of princes, or fterceſt'of tyrants ? Bo 
you not inadvertently, (for I know you would i:ot 
do it deltberately for the world ;) ds you not, I (ay, 
znadvertently crown him with = arpeſt thorng 
that ever grew in the terruory..of-myltic Geneva ? 
Inſtead of EIN Nan, 2 is 
right ſceptre, do you not at one time put in his ha 
a reed, which the antinomian Fed may inſult with 
N.OL. JI. ſs ot more 
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more impunity, than che frog in the fable did che 
royal log ſent by Jupiter to reign over them? And 
2 we © time, while you give bim * 
ptre, ou not put upon him o's purple 
— and ron tp B20 his loving boſom Retr 
book of horrible decrees, more- full of the names of 
unborn REPROBATES, than the emperor | Domt-' 
tian's fatal pocket-baok was full of the names of the 
poor wretches, to whom in a (gloomy day, he took 
an unaccountable diſlike, and whom, on chis ac- 
count, as well as to maintain his dreadful ſovereign- 
ty, he tyrannically appointed for the flaughter ? 
Never, no never ſhall you be able to do juſtice to 
the Scripture, and our Lord's kingly Office, till yow 
allow, thas' agreeably to his evangehcal law, he wilt 
one day reward every man according to his works; 
and the moment you allow this, you give up what 
you unhappily call your FOUNDATION, 1- e. un- 
conditional election, and fimfhed ſalvation in a 
word, you allow juſtification by works in the great 
ay, and are as heretical (ſhould I not ſay, as or- 
thodox'?) as ourſelves. I am, honored and dear 
Sirs, Vdur's, &c, pH e 


Jou FLETCHER. 
et eins eee 
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LETT: BK. 
In which the Author ſhews how far the Calvinifts 
and the Remonſtrants agree, wherein they dif- 
agree, and what makes the latter diſſent from the 
former, eoncerning the famous doftrine of I- 
_ PUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS. | eg 
To RICHARD HILL, EA; 
; Honored Sir, | 1; . 111 1 y ald 
X LTHoUucH I reſerve for two ſeparate Trafts, 
| my Anſwer to your obſections againſt the 
mon ſtrous doArine of Perſ#Hion, and my reply to the 
This letter was added after the Contents were printed off. 


argument 
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argument which you draw from our 17th Article, in 
favour-of the doctrine of unconditional Election; the 

- already exorbitant length of this Check calls for a 
ſpeedy concluſion ; _ I baſten towards it, by lay- 
ing before wc readers the preſent ſtate of our con- 
troverſy; en arging chiefly upon imputed righteouſ- 
meſs and forts {l; two points which I have not yet 
pariculayly: diſcuſſed i in this piece. 

InrurzD RIGHTEOUSNESS, 2s it is held by the 
'Calviniſts, I have endeavoured. to expoſe in the Se- 
eond Check, by the moſt ab Jung, and yet (upon 
your plan) moſt reaſonable pl plea of a baretaced An- 
tinomian, who expets 10 be juſtified in the great 
Fare imputed n without works. 
To this you have anſwered, (Review, p. 68, &c.) 
by exclaiming, '** Shocking flanger, flanderous ban 


o—s Gengvenſts ! But, as honeſt enquixers after 
Truth would not be benefited, for their fake I ſhall 
in this letter ſhew how far we agree, wherein we di{- 
Agree, and what makes us diſſent from you, abou 
the doarine of imputed righteouſneſs. - 
Me agree, that all the nghteouſacts which. is in 
the "Here world, is as much Chriſt's righteouſ- 
nels; as all the light that ſhines in the natural world 
at noon, is the rake of the ſun, And we equally 
aſſert, that, when God juſtifies a finner who be- 
lieves in Chriſt, he freely phrdons his paſt 2 
graciouſly accounts him nh teous, and as ſuch, 
admits him 10 his ſavour, 0 wy through faith in the 
—— $ Mmeritorious b lood and per! ſonal righte- 
gulinels... 


To lee clearly wherein we Fran let us confiliae 
bow your * 0 ang gurs z 1ouehing 15 ws g 
9 t E t t | 

po em te own ee 
onſiſtant Calviniſis believe, that if a man is 
clefted, God abſolutely imputes 2 Ain Chriſt's per- 
— ee 1. 6. the ct obedience unto 


d righteouſneſs, 
even 


5a 


er,” &c. and 1 might "ay only by crying. out, 


— — {ww — — 
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even while he is actually ſobedient, and before he 
Fo ae of innerem righteouſneſs.” They con- 
ſider this imputation, as an unconditional and eter- 
nal aft of grace, by which, not only a finner's paſt 
ins, but his crimes preſent and to come, be! they 
more or be they leſs; be they ſmall or be they gteat, 
are for ever and ſor ever covered. He is eternalhy 
Juſtified from all things. And therefore, under this 
amputation,” he is perfectly righteous beſore God, 
even while he commits adultefy and murder. Or, 
to uſe your own expreſſions, Whatever lengths he 
runs,” whatever depths he' falls into, “be always 
ſtands abſolved, always complete in the everlaſting 
"righteouſneſs of the Redeemer.” Five Letters, p. 
-26, 27, 29. In point of juſtification, therefore, it 
matters not how unrighteous a believer: actually is 
in himſelf; becauſe the robe of Chriſt's perſonal 
righteouſneſs, which at his peril, he muſt not at- 
tempt to patch up with any perſonal righteouſneſs 
of his own, is more than ſufficient to adorn him 
from head to foot: and he muſt be ſure to appear 
before. God in no other. In this rich garment of 
Aniſhed ſalvation, the greateſt apoſtates ſhine brighter 
than angels, though they are “ in themſelves black” 
as the old murderer, and filthy as the brute that ac- 
tually wallows in the mire. This beſt robe,“ as 
it is called, is full-trimmed with ſuch pbilacteries 
as theſe, „Once in grace, always, in grace: 
Once juſtified, eternally juſtiied: — Once waſhed, 
always fair, undefiled, and without ſpot:?” And ſo 
great are the privileges of thoſe Who have it on, 
that they can range through all the bogs of ſin; 
wade through all the puddles of "iniquity, and roll 
themſelves in the thickeſt mire of wickedneſs, with- 
out contracting the leaſt ſpot of guilt, or ſpeck of 
dehlement. n in 
This ſcheme of imputation is ſupported, 1. By 
Tcriptural - metaphors, underſtood in a forced, uns 
feriptural ſenſe. Thus when a ſound Calviniſt reads 
about the breaſt· plate of righteouſneſs, and the gars 
ment of ſalvation j- or about putting on Chriſtz 
42272 8 1 | walking 
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walking in him, being in him, being found in him, 
or being cloathed w! righteouſueſs, his prepoſſeſ. 
led mind dire ly mne upon is imputation. And 
#f be reads in the Pſalms, I will make mention 
af thy: righteoufnaſs, and thine only,“ be immedi- 
ately concludes, that the Pſalmiſt meant the 522 

a righteouſneſs of the man Chriſt : as if David 
really made mention of no aller righteouſneſs 
that in all the Pfalms! Or God bad had no righte- 


duſneſs, bafore the Virgin Mary brought forth her 


hrſt born Son. 10, fag) 233,401 
292 By the . parable of the man, who was bound 
hand and foot; and caſt into outer darkneſs, becauſe 
he had not on a wedding garment, i. e. upon your 
ſcheme, becauſe Chriſt's perſonal righteouſneſs was 
not imputed to him: As if the Prince of Peace, the 
mild who ſays, Learn of me, for I an 


meek, had kindly invited a man to a feaſt, and then 


commanded him to be thruſt into hell, merely be- 
cauſe he had not on a garment, which he never could 
— a robe, which none but God could clothe 
im with; and which God determined ſhould never 
de for him, when he decreed, that Chriſt ſhould 
never work aut an inch ot righteouſneſs tor one 
fingle reprobate, Does not this exceed Ovid's de- 
ſeription of the iton- age? Non hoſpes ab ho/pite 
tut. The bare mention of ſuch a dreadful reilec- 
tion caſt upon God's goodneſs, and our Lord's hoſ- 
pitahty, will amount to a ſtrong! argument againſt 
99 — with thoſe who are yet concerned 
tor God's adorable perfedtions, and our Lord's ami- 
able cheratter. 1 } 
\ $- By the (parable of the prodigal fon, who, it 
is ſuppoſed, Was clothed with the be/t role of 
Chriſt's perſonal righteouſneſs. But this notion is 
overturned by the context itſelf: for the Father 
had met, forgiven, and embraced his returning ſon _ 
in his own ragged garment, before the ** beſt robe 


Was called for, and put upon him. Whenceat would 


follow, that a ſinner may be forgiven without the 
garment of rigmeouſneſs; and as completely act 
EY P 3 copted 
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aye.” words, And in whoſe Jpirit there is no 
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ka out of Chrilt, e was without 
mo. 8 beft robe. * | nb COA WIT 4 * 
2 4. By the goodly raiment of Efavs; in Which Ja- 
cob got his fathers bleſſing. But Moſes's account 
of the cheat put upon torwf ted: Iſadc, entirely 
oveithrows the biden of the Eavinifts. The robe 
Which they recommend, is made ofa Chriſt's com- 
plete and per ſonal righteouſneſs ; it is long and wide 
enough, petlechly to cover even nt in fins nor 
muſt it be phiched with any thing efſe. But Jacob's 
dreſs, far tiom being all of a piece, at a:mongrdl 
ort of human and beaſtly garment. For, when 
Rebecca had cloathed his body with Elau's raiment, 
* ſhe'put' goat-ſkins» upon his hands, and upon the 
ſmooth of his neck,“ to make them feel like-Eſau's 
Aatry hands and maggy neck. And the worſt is, 


that the- goat-ſKins, and not Eſau's borrowed dreſs, 


deceived the aged patriarch, and. got the bleſſing. 
Hear the hiſtorlan. Jacob went near to his father 
and he felt him, and ſaid, The voice is Jacob's 

voice, but the hands are the hands of Eſau; and he 
diſcerned him not, becauſe his hands were bairy- fo 
he bleſſed him,” Gen. xxvii. 22. Thus the ſkin-of 
4 goat, the emblem of a reprobate, unfortunately 
comes in to patch up ydur beſt robe. And I doubt 
but, as the typical garnient was too ſcanty to cover 
Jacob's hands and neck; ſo the ſancied antitype 
Will prove too ſhort, to cover the hands ot thoſe, 


who, like One mus rob their maſters; ande the 


neck and heels of thoſe, ' who, like David, ae 
ſwift to ſhed blood, and, cli mb up imo their neigh- 
bours bed ; if they do not get a more ſubſtantial 
righteouſnels than chat, in which you ſuppoſe hey 


and e +2064 while they commit het r 


A ,") 
Plata tells; is alſo brought to ſupport This 
i puren. Ve vid ſays, Pf. Xxxii. 1, 2, * Bleſſed 
is he, whoſe fin is covered; Bleſſed is the man to 
whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity.“ But, alas 
10 your {ſcheme ! it is thrown down by the very 


crimes. 


4 


+ op 


wes. Ain, Aa Ot. Oi (Oh. ood 


impeniiencys * day and night thy hand was ps 
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He 1m ThGs, albough; vou would, he us 957 
Pars the COMFAryy 4 vids on Etrine Ihews, t 
be. was;npr.tbe;bleiTed. yang whole, fins are cqvere 


ne hunden beine hen, | 15, 1 MAY 


Wot. 15 adp! 17 f An 
kept ſilence „ ebe e Wh Lb e 4 4 10 


upon me: but when I acknowledge my n unto 
mae, eben parted. wich my guile, f hen ſorgavelt 
the ini qui of, w 175 bg.” 14 [2 e of 
„.de However, l David's. words. arg flatly, agi 
5047; imputation, it is barer b as een 
St. Paul, Rom, iv. 6. ake 1 for i, 
9 + HDavich defcribeth the, oh gauche the man to 
whom, God,imputeth.righteouſne without 19 55 | 
I have already.;obſerved, that as the apoſtle cannot 
contradict David and himſelf, he only means, with 
w the 75 of the 175 as oppoſed, to Jaith, and io 
he work of faith. Th at this is the true meaning 
St. Paul's words, is = ent by thoſe which intro» 
4 — them, © To. him that worketh not, but believ- 


eck, his /azth is counted for righteouſneſs,” Wha 


not, ſee here, that believing, which is the good 
warg that begets all Whey is oppoſed to the faithleſa 
works, about which phariſees made ſo much ado 
to lo liitle purpoſe? Who does not Pe that 
à man, muſt believe, i, e. do the work of God, before 
Ais faith can be counted for righteouſneſs; ; and con- 
ſequently, that righteouſneſs is imputed to him who 
beſiexes, not abſolutely, without any ſort of works; 


but only wathout the — af the law, emphatically 


called by the apoſtle, works, or deeds of the law, 
when: he contradiſtinguiſhes them from faith, and 
the work of faith? _ 

7. To the preceding Scriptures our Calviniſt bre= 
wren add a plauſible argument. * God, lay they, 
may as well impute to us Chriſt's perfect riguteouſ- 
dels in all our ſins, and account us completel y 


tigbteous without, one grain. of inherent righteou 


nels ; as he imputed the horrid crimes el me cle” 
10 


71 
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cepted out of Chrilt, as che prodigal Was without 
the „ xobe Borie tf thiter e % 
4. By the goodly raiment of Eſau, in Which Ja- 
cob got his father's bleſſing. But Moſes's account 
of the cheat put upon ſhort- ſigbed Iſadc, entirely 
oveithrows the ſcheme of the Calviniſts. The robe 
which they recommend, is made ofa Chriſt's com- 
plete and perſonal righteouſneſs; it is long and wide 
enougb, perlecly to cover evem angiant in fins nor 
muſt it be patched with any thing elſe. But Jacob's 
dreſs, far tiom being all of a piece, wat a mongtel 
ſort of human and beaſtly garment. For, when 
Rebecca bad cloathed his body with Eſau's raimenf, 
* ſhe'put goat-ſkins: upon his hands, and upon the 
ſmooth of his neck,“ to make them feel like Eſau's 
hatry hands and ſhaggy neck. And the worſt is, 


that the goat-ſkins, and not Eſau's borrowed dreſs, 


deceived the aged patriarch, and got. the bleſſing. 
Hear the hiſtorian.” “ Jacob went near to his father 
and he felt hem, and ſaid, + The voice is Jacob's 
voice, but the hands are the hands of Eſau ; and he 
diſcerned him not, becauſe his hands were hairy; fo 
he bleſſed him,“ Gen. xxvii. 22. Thus the ſkin of 
4 goat, the emblem of a reprobate, unfortunately 
comes in to patch up ydur beſt robe. And 1 doubt 
but, as the typical garnient was too ſcanty to cover 
Jacob's hands and neck; ſo the ſancied antitype 
will prove too ſhort, to cover the hands ot thoſe, 
who, like © Oneſimus, rob their maſters; and: the 
neck and heels of thoſe, who, like David, ate 
ſwilt to ſhed blood, and, climb up into their ne igh- 
bours bed ; if they do not get a more ſubſtantial 
righteouſneſs than chat, in which you ſuppoſe hey 
and complete, while they commit their enormous 
crimes. 5 | oo oe ee Wb $29 - 

5. Plain ſcripture is alſo brought to ſupport this 
irvputetion. David ſays, Pf. xxxii. , 2, Bleſſed 
is Le, whoſe fin is coveted : Bleiled is the man to 
whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity.” '- But, alas 
4or your ſcheme! it is thrown down by the very 
pext words, * And in; whoſe ſpirit there is no 

| : _ 
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We 3: ROS, | aljbough, you, would, make us bes 
1 — the contrary, David's own dottrine ſhews, tha 
he was :npi.the;bleiſed. man,; whole, fins are 8 
by nog-imputatiog, of n4quity; , when, bis ſpiru May 
full ef guile, adplery,. and murder. And, 718 5 
he tells; us ſg himſglt in this very Pſalm, * When. I 
kept ſilence,” ſays he, when 1 harboured guile and 
impenitency, day and night thy band was heavy 
upon me : but when I acknowledged: my lin unto 
thee,” When parted with my, guile, thou forgave ſt 
the iniquity of, yg... 2-411 0. Art: nh 
,. 6+ However, if David's words. are flatly againſl 
our imputation, it is ſuppoſed, that as prefaced by 
St. Paul, Rom, iv. 6. they make greatly for it, 
David deſcxibeth: the blefſedneſs of 5 man, to 


whom, Gog,imputcth, righteouſneſs, without works,” 


I have already. obſerved, that as the apoſtle cannot 


conttadict David and himſelf, he only means, withe . 


out, the works of the law, as oppoſed to faith, and io 
the work of faith. That this is the true meaning 
a Paul's words, is evident by thoſe which intro- 


ace them, To him that worketh not, but Believ- 


elk, his fazth is counted for righteouſneſs,” Wha 
daes not ſee here, that belzeving, which is the good 
wor that begets all others, is oppoſed to the faichleſa 
works, about which the phaxiſees made ſo much ada 
to lo little purpole ? Who does not N that 
a man, muſt believe, 1, e. do the work of God, before 
A is faith can be counted for righteouſneſs; and con- 
ſequently, that righteouſneſs is imputed to him wha 
beſieves, not abſolutely without any ſort of works; 
but only without the works of the law, emphatically 
called by the apoſtle, works, or deeds of the law, 
when: he contradiſtiuguiſhes them from Vaith, and 
the work of faith ? | J | 


7. To the preceding Scriptures our Calviniſt bre- 
thren add a plauſible argument. God, lay they, 


may. hs well 1mpute to us Chxiſt's perfect riguteouſ- 
nels in all our fins, and account us completely 
righteous without one giain of inherent righteouſ- 


nels; as he imputed the horrid crimes gf te eleét 


. 
* 
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to Chriſt in all his obedience; and accounted him 
completely guilty without one fingle grain of inhe. 
rent fin. To deny, therefore, that God imputes 
righteouſneſs to an cleft, while he is full of unri 
teouſneſs; or to ſuppoſe tbat he imputes fin to an 
a poſtate, who is ſold under fin, is but a decent way 
— * the imputation of our perſonal ſins d 
Chriſt, and the vicarious ſatisfaftion which he made 
on the crols,”* 12 A ſien * . 1 44; 
Io detect the fallacy. of this argument, we need 
only obſerve, 1. That God never accounted Chriſt 
* completely guitty.” Such expreſſions as theſe, * He 
made him fin for us: He laid upon him the iniqui- 
ties of us all,” &c. are-only Hebrew idioms; which 
fignify, that God appointed Chrift a ſacrifice ſor 
fin; and that the chaſtiſement of our ſorfeited 
peace was upon him: which no more implies, that 
God put on his back, by an abſolute impntetion,' a 
robe of unrighteouſnefs, woven with all the ſins of 
the ele, to make him completely guilty; than St. 
Luke, when he informs us, that the Virgin Mary 
offered two young pigeons for her purification, fups 
es her ceremomal uncleanneſs was, ſome bew, 
woven into a couple of httle garments, and put upon 
the back of the two young pigeons, which by that 
means, were made completely unclean. „ | RAG 
1 hope the following illaſtration will convince 
you, Sir, that ſuch refinements as theſe are as con- 
trary to ſober reaſon, as to ſcripture duly compared 
with itſelf, Gallio gets drunk, and as he reels 
home from his midnight revels, he breaks thirty-ſrx 
lamps in the ſtreets, and ſends out vollies of eurſes 
to the number of two hundred. He is brought be- 
fore you, and yon infiſt on his going to the houſe 
of correction, or paying ſo much money to buy 
three dozen of lamps, befide the uſual fine for his 
prophape language. As he is not worth a groat, his 
ſober brother Mitio kindly offers to lay down the 
ſum for him. You accept of the“ vicartous /atr)- 


fattion,” and binding the rake to his good behavi- 


our, you releaſe him at his brother's requeſt; Now; 
om Sir, 
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Sir, would you be 1 vou 2 
Mitio chm ty of getting drunk, {wearing 
two Dandlel ell, ad deveking. thirty-ſix lamps 7 
Far from fuppoſing him guilty of breaking one 
lamp, or ſwearing-one oath, even while he makes 
ſatis faction for his broth;er's wildneſs, do you not 
eſteem him according to his own excellent cha- 
raQer 94. 7 £449 net ee n e 

And will you defend a doctrine which charges 
God with a miſtake ten thouſand times more glar- 
ing, than that you would be guilty of, if you really 
Teckoned Mitio an abandoned rake, and. Gallio a 
man of an exemplary condutt ? Will you indeed 
recommend ſtill as goſpel, an opinion which ſup» 
2 that the God can, unchangeable 

ove, once loathed and-abhorred his beloved; Son; 
and that the God of invariable Truth could once 
ſay to the holy Jeſus, © Thou art all foul, O thon 
defiled object of my hatred, there is no purity in 
thee;“ while. he addreſſes a bloody adulterer with, 
Thou art all fair, my love, my undefiled, there is 
no {pot in thee? ? | a D 
A variety of ſcriptural and rational arguments 
have been, directly or indirectly, advanced in every 
Check, againſt chat capital dottrine of youre, the 
abſolute- imputation of Chriſt's perſonal righteouſ- 
nels to believers; whether they live chaſtely witk 
their own wives; or entice away other men's wives: 
whether they charitably aſſiſt their. neigbbours, of 
get them treacherouſly murdered, All thoſe argu» 
ments center in this; It that doctrine is true, the 
divine perfections ſuffer a general eclipſe; one half 
of the Bible is eraſed; St. James's epiſtle is made 
void; defiled religion juſtly paſſes for pure g/ 
pel;“ the Calvinian dottrine of perſeverance is true; 
and barefaced Antinomianiſm is properly recom- 
mended ase doctrine grace. 

Having thus conſidered your doctrine of imputed 
riguteouſnaſs, permit me to ſubmit to your inſpec- 
tion, the harmonizing views that we have of God's 

| per fctions; wulle we ſee him umpule:righteou/ne/s 

e to 
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to a man pi. e. reckon a man righteous] ſo long as 
he actually believes with a /aith works by obedient 


love; and impute iniquity to an apoltaie | 1. e. reckon 


bim unrighteous] as ſoon as he departs. from the 


Faith, to work intquity, and walk in the ways of an- 


mghteou/ ne/s * . 
We firmly believe, that God's imputation, whee 
ther of ſin or righteouſneſs, is not founded upon 
ſovereign caprice, but upon indubitable truth. As 
we are partakers by generation of Adam's original 
pollution, before God imputes it to us, that is, be- 
fore he accounts us really polluted ; ſo are we par 
takers by regeneration of Chriſt's original righteous 
ſs, before God imputes righteouſneſs to us, that is 
before he accounts us really righteous. And there- 
fore a poſitive and ſubſtantia] commuication of Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs apprehended by faith, no leſs precedes 
God's imputation of righteouſneſs to a believer, than 
Bartimeus's receiving his fight, and admitting the 
light, were previous to God's reckoning that he ac» 


tually faw. - 


- Although we grant, that the Almighty calls the 


things that are not; as though they were ; and that 


according to his foreknowledge, he frequently ſpeaks 
of them in the prophetic ſtyle, as if they were now, 
or had been already; yet, when he reclons What is, 
in order to paſs ſentence of abſolution or condem- 
nation, he cannot deny his truth, and reckon-a 
man actually chaſte and charitable, chat actually 
commits adultery and murder. We dare not im- 
pute this flagrant unrighteauſneſs to God. And 48 
no guile was found in the Lord's mouth while he 
was upon earth, we cannot admit the moſt di ſlant 
thought of his being full of guile in heaven: which 
we apprehend would be the caſe, if he reckoned 
that a man, who actually falls from adulery into 
murder, is actually undefiled, and completely nghr = 

teous. 5 1 . 
Again, as Chriſt bore no manner of vicarious 
puniſhment for us; or, which is the ſame, as our 
iniquities were not attuaily laid upon him, till bg 
| partook 
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partook of our frail nature, and was poſitively inte- 
reſted in our corruptible blood : ſo by a parity of 
reaſon, we' are not indulged with the pardon and 
acceptance which he merited for us, till we partake 
of his light and righteouſneſs. Hence appears the 
weakneſs of that argument, * Righteouſneſs may 
as well be imputed to us; without any participation 
of the divine nature; as fin was imputed to Chrift' 
without any participation of our fallen nature.“ We 
abfolutely deny the fact on which this argument is 
founded, and aſſert with St. Paul, that Chriſt was 
made fin for us, [i. e. a proper ſacrifice for our ſins] 
not by an imaginary robe of unrighteouſneſs, put 
upon him according to your imputation; but by be- 
ing really made of a fallen mortal woman, and /ent 
in the likeneſs of finful fleſh, that he might /uffer 
and die for us; which he could not have done, if 
he had not aſſumed our fallen nature; unfallen man 
being quite above the reach of pain and death, It 
is not leſs certain, therefore, that he was made in 
the likeneſs of finful fleſh, than it is indubitable, 
that * he was in all points tempted hike as we are, 
yet without fit e p 

As fure then, as Chriſt was not made n ſi. e. a 
ſin- offering] for us, by a ſpeculative imputation of 
our perſonal ſins ; but by being actually made Fleſh, 
clothed with our mortality, and /ent in the likeneſs 0 
ſinful fleſh; fo fore are we made the rig hteouſueſs of 
God in him, not by a ſpeculative imputation of his 
perſonal good works, but by being magde'partakers 
of the dini ne nature, begotten of God, and cloathed' 
with efſential righteouſneſs ; which is the caſe when' 
wen“ put on the new man, who after God is created 
in righteouſneſs and true holineſs,” Thus it appeats 
to us, that your impu ation may be demoliſhed, only 
by retorting, 2 Cor. v. 21, the Scripture with hich 
it is chiefly ſapported : and, if we are not miſtaken, 
the venerable fabric raiſed upon that paſſage, like 

Mahomet's venerable tomb, hangs in the air without 

one fingle prop. 25 * wg web 


That 


That the feed af righteouſneſs, by which we are, 
firſt intereſted in Chrif, is univerſal in all infants,, 
appears to us evident from St. Paul's words, As by, 
one man | Adam's] diſobedience, the many, the 4 
titudes * mankind, were made finners, by us of, 
ſin; /o by the obedience of one | Chriſt | fall the man 
the laden of — 1 1 * 
ſeed of righteouſneſs, to the end of the world, Rom. 
v. 19. Hence it is, that righteouſneſs is imputed, 
to all infants, and that, as I have proved, Leiter X. 
they ſtand juſlified before God, according to ihe. 
inferior diſpenſation they are under. 

When they grow up, and hold the truth in un- 
righteouſneſs, by ſinning againſt their light; perſo- 
nal iniquity is imputed to them; and till they be- 
lieve again in the light, and renounce the evil deeds. 
which it reproves, they are condeinned already. But 
che moment they truly repent, and unfeignedly be- 
lieve the goſpel. belonging to their diſpenſation, 
condemnation vaniſhes ; God again imputes rigb- 
tcouſneſs to them; that is, for Chriſt's 3 
again pardons their ſins, accepts their pei ſons,, and. 
conſiders them as branches, that admit the righteous 
ſap of the true Vine, and bear the fruits ol righie- 
ouſneſs, | b 

Once more; if theſe branches do not believingly 
abide in Chriſt the Vine, they become ſuch branches 
in him, as bear not fruit. Nay, they bear the poi- 
ſon of untighteouſneſs; iniquity therefore is, again 
impu'ed to them; and ſo long as they continue in 
their {in and unbehet, they are every moment liable 
to be taken away, caſt into the fire and burned, 
John xv. Neverthelels, through the Redeemer's 
interceſſion, God bears long with them; and, it 
they deſpiſe not to the laſt the riches of his forbear- 
ance — long ſuffering, duly conſidering how his 
goodneſs leadeth them to repentance, their back- 
flidings are healed ; they believe again with the 
heart unto righteouſneſs : the righteous ſap of the 
true Vine has again a tree oc in their hearts; 


they again receive Chriſt, who is the end of the 
law, 


89 Ty Th * WI , % 2 1 


23 


A Fourth Check to Antinomianiſm, 181 


law, and the ſum of the goſpel, for righteouſneſs 
to every one that believeth ; and their faith, which 
once more admits the beams of the Sun of Righ- 
teouſneſs, is once more imputed to them for righie- 
ouſnels, | | 

This is the holy imputation of righteouſneſs, which 
we read of in the oracles of God; and we prefer it 
to yours for three reaſons: 1. It hath truth tor its 
foundation; but your imputation ſtands upon a pre- 
poſterous ſuppoſition, that Chriſt, the righteous, 
was an execrable {inner, and that an elett is perfectly 
righteous, while he commits execrable iniquity. 2. 
Becauſe it perfectly agrees with St, James's undeſiled 
religion, which your ſcheme entirely overthrows. 
And, g. becauſe it is ſupported by the plaineſt 
ſcriptures, 

The Popes have at leaſt the letter of one paſſage 
to countenance their monſtrous doctrine of tranſub- 
ſtantiation. They ſave appearances, when they 
make their dupes believe, that a bit of bread is 
really the body of Chriſt: for, ſay they, Chriſt took 
bread, and declared, I HIS 2s my body. But, O tell 
it not in Paris, leſt the advocates of the triple crown 
triumph over us in their turn! the perſonal righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt is not ſo much as once mem ioned 


in all the Bible, with the dotirine of zmputation : 


and yet ſome divines can make whole congrega- 
tions of men, who proteſt againit the impious abfur- 
dities of the Church of Rome, believe, that the em- 
putation of Chriſt's per/onal righteouſneſs is a ſcrip- 
tural dottrine, and the very marrow of the goſpel, 


This garment of their own weaving they caſt over 


adulterers and murderers, and then repreſent the fil- 


thy, bloody wretches, as complete 43 Chriſt's obe- 


dience, perfect in righteouſneſs, and “ undefiled * 
betore God. | 

It I had a thouſand tongues, could I employ them 
more to the glory of Chrilt, and the good of ſouls, 
than by crying to the thouſands who are {till /o/d 
under /in, and ſtill take their carnal eaſe in that ima. 
ginary garment ot righteouſnels, Awake to true rig. 

VOI. III. 2 teou;ne's, 


* 
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teou/neſs, and fin not. Search the N Where 
is it faid, that Chriſt's per/onal righteouſneſs was 
ever 2mputed to either man or angel? And where 
is it winten, that rzghieouſne/s was ever impuled to 
any one, f:r:her than he was poſſeſſed of, and actu- 
ated by, a living, powerful, inherent principle of 
| rigliteous ſaith ? 
. To the law and the teſtimony! Can any thing 
'F be plainer than the two following poſition 
1 p ollowing poſitions, on 
, which all our dottrine of imputation is founded? 
1 1. Faith is a powerful, quickening, juſtifying, ſanc- 
a titving, working, victorious, ſaving grace. 2. 
This fazth, as it ſprings from, and receives Chriſt, 
and bis righteous power, 2s imputed to us for righ- 
teouſjneſs. | 
Does not the firſt of theſe propoſitions ſtand un- 
ſhaken upon ſuch ſcriptures as theſe ? * Faith is 
the evidence of things not ſeen, and the ſubſtance 
of things hoped for: — All things are poſſible to him 
that believeth: - Whoſoever believeth is born of 
God :— All that believe are juſtified: - Purifying 
their hear's by faith: — Sanctified through faith that 
is in me: — This is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith: — Ve are ſaved through 
laith ; — Faith worketh by love: — Remembering 
your work of faith: — Faith without works is dead: 
— He chat believeth hath everlaſting life nn 
the myſtery of faith in a pure conſcience, whic 
ſome having — away concerning faith have made 
ſnhipwreck,“ &c. Is it not evident from theſe ſerip— 
tures, that all who having a living faith, have not 
only a pardon, but works, eſpecially love, which is 
the fulfilling of the law ;—love, the moſt excellent 
[ruit of righteouſneſs, in which all others are con- 
tained? And lurely, it they have a pardon, and true, 
inherent rightecuſoals in their Chriſt-accepting, 
loving, and, obedient faith ; that /azth may well be 
imputed to them for righteouſneſs, or, God may well 
account them righteous. | 
Nor is the ſecond propoſition, upon which our 
imputation ſtands, leſs clearly laid down in the ſcrip- 
. LUTCS, 
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tures, *© Abraham believed in the Lord, and he 


counted, * or imputed it to him for righteouſneſs,” 
Gen. xv. 6. * What ſays the Scripture? Abraham 
believed God, and it was imputed un'o him for righ- 
teouſneſs,“ i. e. for preceding righteouſneſs, thro" 
the remiſſion of his paſt ſins; for preſent acceptance 
in the Beloved, whom he received; and for preſent 
11ghteouſne/s, through the righteous exertions of a 
faith that worketh by love. Again, To him that 


believeth, his faith is imputed for righteouſneſs ;— 


We ſay that faith was imputed to Abraham tor righ- 
teouſneſs: That he might be the father of all them 
that believe, that righteouſneſs might be imputed to 
them alſo :—He was ſtrong in faith, giving glory 
to God; and therefore it was imputed to him for 
righteouſneſs:—Now it was not written for his ſake 
alone, that it was imputed to him; but for us alſo, 
to whom it ſhall be imputed if we believe,” Gal. 
iii. 6. Rom. iv. 5, &c. 

As Moſes has led the van of theſe teſtimonies in 
favour of our ſcriptural imputation, and St. Paul 
the main body, permit St. James to bring up the 
rear, © See ſt thou, ſays he, how faith wrought wich 
Abraham's works, and by works was faith made per- 
lect, and the ſcripture was fulfilled, which ſays, 
Abraham believed God, and it was imputed to him 
lor righteouſneſs,” Jam, ii. 23. The whole is thus 


lummed up by the great defender of tree-grace ; 


' The Geatiles which followed not after righteouſ- 
neſs, have attained to righteouſneſs, even the righ- 
teouſneſs which is of faith. But Iſrael, which fol- 
lowed alter the law of righteouſneſs, hath, not at- 
tained to it. Wherefore? Becauſe they ſought it 
not by fauh ; but as it were by | the faithleſs | works” 
which they did in ſelf-righteous obedience to the let- 
ter of the law ; trampling under foot the righteoul. 


nels of fich, which ſpeaketh on this wiſe, ** If chou 


malt confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and 
lhalt believe in thy heart that God hath raiſed him 
I bere is but one word in the original, which our tranſlators 
indifferently render impute, count, or reckon, 

Q 2 from 
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from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved : for with the 
heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs, and with 
the mouth confeſſion is made unto ſalvation,” Rom. 
in. and N. 9-1 

Who does not ſee, in reading theſe words, that 
we muſt po ſomething unto r:ghteouſne/s, as well as 
wnto ſalvation ? Is it not evident, that we muſt 
now believe with the heart, in order to the former, 
and make confeſſion with the mouth, as we have op- 
portunity, in order ito the latter; and conſequently, 
that 71g hteouſneſs imputed, as well as ſalvation finiſh. 
ed, without any thing done on our part, is a doc- 
trine, that is not leſs contrary, even to. St, Paul's 
epiitle to the Romans fairly taken together, than to 
thut firong rampart of undefiled religion, the epiſtle 
of St. James. | 

However a cloud of objeftions ariſes, to keep 
the light from a prejudiced reader: And as he 
thtiiks that three of them are remarkably ſtrong, I 
beg leave to conſider them with ſome degree of 
attention. 

I. Os. © Your dottrine of juſtifying, ſanQify- 
ing, and working fatth imputed to us for righteou/- 
neſs, I bear my loud teſtimony againſt ; becauſe it 


confounds Righteouſneſs with Sandlification, two 


goſpel-bleſſings, which are clearly diſtinguiſhed, 1 
Cor. i. 30.“ 

ANs. It would be much better to confound, than 
to deſtroy them both; as I fear you do, when you 
caſt a robe of finiſhed ſalvation, i. e. of complete 
Tighteouſneſs and fintſhed holineſs over impenitent 
adulterers and murderers. But be that as it will, 
your objection is groundleſs. I have already ob- 
ſerved, ard I once more declare, that when we ſpeak 
of the righteouſneſs of faith, we underſtand three 
things: 1. The non-imputation, or forgiveneſs of the 


fins that are PAST, Rom. iii. 25, 2. Preſent ac- 


ceplance in the Beloved, Eph. i. 7. And g. a prin- 
ciple of univerſal righteouſneſs, by which we are 
intereſted in Chriſt's righteouſneſs ; juſt as a branch 


is interelled in the excellence of the vine, that is, 


by 
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by the generous ſap, which it actually derives from 
it; and not by an imaginary imputation of the fine 
grapes which the vine bore 1700 years ago. Let 
no man deceive you: he that does righteouſneſs, is 
a righteous branch ; even as Chriſt 1s a righteous 
vine, 1 John iti. 7. John xv. 5. | 

On the other hand, when we ſpeak of Sanctiſica- 
tion, we underſtand the wonderful change, wrought 
in us by the working of the above-mentioned pren- 
ciple of a ; and the in ernal fruits which 
it produces, till, by“ growing up into Chriſt in all 
things, we come in the unity of the faith, and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 

man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs 
ok Chriſt,”” It is evident therefore, that, conſider- 
ing rig liteouſueſs and ſandliſicalion even in their 
moſt intimate union, we do not confound them at 
all; but maintain as clear a diſtinction between 
them, as that which ſubſiſts between the / g deriv- 
ed by a wild branch from the good olive tree, and 
the change produced in that branch upon ſuch a de- 
vation. | 

II. OBJ. © Your doftrine is popery refined. By 
paying. /aving, honòis to a chriſtian grace, and tak- 
ing the crown from Chriſt, to ſet it upon faith,.you 
ſhake the very foundation of the Mediator's throne, 
If this 1s not high treaſon againſt him, what crime 
deſerves that name? 

Answ. Your fears are Jaudible, though abſo- 
Intely groundleſs. 1. Faith, the humble grace that 
will know nothing but Chriſt, for wiſdom, righte- 
_ oauſnels, ſanctification, and redemption, can never 
diſhonour his-perſon, claim his crown, or ſhake the 
foundation of his throne. Is it not ridiculous to- 
make ſo much ado about faith robbing Chriſt of 
ſaving honours, when Chriſt himſelt Ges, „Thy 
Faith hath /aved thee, and when the apoſtle cries 
out,“ Believe, and thou ſhalt be /aved?” Wee 
then Chriſt and St. Paul two refined papiſts, and 
guilty of koh treaſon-againlt the Redeemer ? 


Q 3 2. If 
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2. If ſome will be wiſe above what is written, we 
dae not. If they are aſhamed of the oracles of 
God, we are not: therefore, whatever they think 
of us, we muſt ſay, with the evangelical apoſtle, 
* Fail: was imputed to Abraham for righteouſneſs ; 
and to him that believeth, 4zs faith is imputed fer 
righteouſneſs.” 8 

3. Should you ſay, that Abraham's faith, or his 
believing God, fignifies either Chriſt's perſon or 
his perſonal righteouſneſs : we reply, Credat Judeas 
Apella ! There was indeed a time when Calviniſt 
divines could make ſimple proteſtants believe it, as 
eaſily as the Pope can make credulous papiſts be- 
lieve, that a wafer of the ſize of balf a crown, is 
the identical body of our Lord ; but as many Ro- 
maniſts begin to ſhake off the yoke of popiſh ab- 
ſurdities; ſo mauy proteſtants will caſt away that of 
calvinian impoſitions. And as our fathers taught 
us to drotef, that the hocus. pocus of a popiſh 

rieſt, cannot turn biead into fleſh; ſo will we 
teach our children to proteſt, that the bare aſſertion 
of a Calviniſt miniſter, cannot turn Abraham's 
faith into Chriſt's perſon, or into his perſonal righ- 
teouſneſs; which muſt however be the caſe, if 
theſe words, Abraham's faith, or his believing God, 
was imputed for © Ek do only mean, as we 
are confidently told, that * Chriſt, or his perſonal 
righteouſneſs, was imputed to Abraham for righte- 
ouſneſs.“ ED 

4. Does it reflet any diſhonour upon Chriſt, to 
ſay with St. Paul, that ** Zazth is imputed to us for 
righteouſneſs ;*” when believing includes its object, 
[ hriſt the way, the truth, and the life,] as neceſ- 
lerily as eating ſuppoſes food; and drinking, li- 

uor ? Is it not as impoſſible to believe in the light, 
without C/r/t the light; or to believe in the truth, 
without Chrz/t the truth ; as it is to breathe without 
air, and hear without ſounds? Again, if you af- 
firm, that © we warm ourſelves by going to the 
fire,” do you ſap the foundation of natural philoſo- 
phy, becauſe you do not ſay ten times over, * 
the 


— 
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the warming power comes from the fire, and not 
from our motion towards it? And do we deſtroy 
the foundation of Chriſtianity, when we aſſert, that 
Faith working by love inſtrumentally ſaves us, be- 
cauſe we do not ſpend ſo much time as you in 
ſaying over and over, that the ſaving merit and the 
ſaving power flow from the Saviour, and not from 
our own act of beheving ? Is not this as clear, as 
it is that the light flows 1n upon us from the ſun, 
and not from [though it is trough the opening of 
our eyes ? : obs 

Laſtly, would not phyſicians make themſelves 
appear very ridiculous, if they diſtreſſed their pa- 
tients, when they were going to take a medicine, 
with the fear ot aſcribing their recovery to their 
taking the remedy, i. e. to © their own doing,” 
rather than to the virtue of the remedy infelf ? 
And are thoſe divines alone partakers of heaven 
wiſdom, who puzzle finners that come to Chriſt, 
and place a hon in their way, by perpetuz]iy in. 
jecting into their minds a fear, leaſt they ſhould af. 
cribe their ſalvation to faith, ra her than to the Sa- 
viour whom faith receives? Where does the apoſ. 
tle, whoſe evangelical ſentiments they ſo deſervedly 
extol, ſet them the example of ſuch refinements p 
Is it Rom. iv. where he ſays directly or indireQly, 
ſeven times, that FAITH zs zmputed for righteouf= 
neſs? Is it not ſtrange, that at laſt * orthodoxy ” 
{ſhould conſiſt in fairly ſetting aſide, or explaining 
away the doctrine of St. Paul, as well as that of St. 
James? | | 2 

III. OBJ. © Your mind is full of carnal reaſon- 
ings. You do not know either Chriſt or ourſelf 
It you did, you would never ſet up the inherent 

righteouſneſs of faith, which 1s nothing but our 
own righteouſneſs, in oppoſition to imputed righ- 
teouſneſs. If you were not quite blind, or © very 
dark,“ you would ſee, that all our righteouſneſſes 
are as filthy rags ; and you would humbly acknow- 

| ledge, that the only breaſt-plate and robe of righte- 
ouſneſs, which we may with fatety and honour ap- 
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pear in before God, are the breaſt-plate and robe of 
Chriſt's per/onal righteouſneſs freely imputed to us, 
without any of our doings. This % robe, which 
you ſo horribly beſpatter, we muſt defend againſt 
all the Arminians, Pelagians, and Papiſts in the 
world.” | 

Answ. To do this grand objection juſtice, it will 
be proper to conſider it in its various parts, and give 
ke a full anſwer, 

1. We acknowledge that we cannot think non- 
ſenſe is any more compatible with the wiſdom of 
God, and flat contradiction with his ſacred oracles, 
than adultery is compatible with his undefiled reli- 

ion, and murder with common morality, If theſe 
— are ©* carnal reaſonings, we beg leave to 
continue carnal reaſoners, till you can recommend 
your ſpiritual reaſonings, either by common ſenſe 
or plain ſcripture. | 

2. You confound, without reaſon, the inhertnt 
righteouſneſs of faith with phariſaic ſelf-righteouſ- 
neſs. I have already proved, that the latter, which 
is the partial, external, and hypocritical righteouſ- 
neſs of unbelieving formaliſts, is the only righte- 
ouſneſs which the prophet compares to filthy rags. 
With reſpect to the former, i. e. our own righte- 
ouſneſs of faith, far from ſetting it up in oppoſition 
to imputed righteouſneſs rightly underſtood, we aſ- 
ſert, that it is the righteouſneſs of God, the very 
thing which God zmputes.to us for righteouſneſs; the 


very righteouſneſs which has now the {lamp of his. 


approbation, and will one day have the crown. of. 

his rewards. ' 5 | 
g. You affirm, that the breaſt-plate of righteouſ- 

neſs which St. Paul charges the Epheſians to have 


on, is Chriſt's per/onal righteouſneſs imputed to us; 


and we prove the contrary by the following argu- 
ments. The apoſtle, who is the beſt illuſtrator of 
his own expreſſions, exhorts the Theſſalonians to 
put on the breaſt-flate of faith and love, Now, as we 
never heard of ſoldiers having two breaſt-plates on; 
the imaginary H.eaſt-plate of their general, which 


they 
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they wear by imputation; and the ſolid plate of me- 
tal, which actually covers their breaſt; we conclude, 
that the breaſt. plate of righteouſneſs, which St. Paul 
recommends to the Epheſians, together with the 
ſhield of faith, is nothing but the breaft-plate 4 
faith and love, which he recommends to the Thel- 
ſalonians. | 

To help my readers to ſee your doftrine in a pro- 
per light, I might ſay, If the breaſt-plate of our 
Lord's perſonal obedience has no more to do with 
our breaſts, than the perſonal dinner which he took 
in the phariſce's houſe, has to do with our empty 
ſtomachs; and the perſona] garment in which he 
ſhone upon Mount Tabor, has to do with our naked 
ſhoulders ; the judicious . apoſtle would probably 
have called it a brazn-plate, rather than a ee 
as having far leſs to do with the breaſt and heart, 
than with the brain and imagination. But as this 
argument would rather turn upon our tranſlation, 
than upon the original, I drop it, and preſent you 
with one that has more ſolidity. * 

If the breaſt- plate of a Chriſtian warrior, is as 
far from him in time and place, as the perſonal righ- 
teouſneſs wrought by our Lord in Judea 1760 years 
ago; bis ſhield may be at the ſame diſtance; and ſo 
undoubtedly may his helmet and ſandals, his belt 
and ſword. Thus, by Calvin's contrivance, you 
have a ſoldier of Chriſt armed cap-a-pee, without 
one ſingle piece of armour from head to foot. And 
will you ſay of theſe imaginary accoutrements, in 
which the elect can with all eaſe commit — 
and inceſt, that they are the armour of righteouſneſs 
on the right hand and on the left, in which St. Paul 
fought his battles, and ſubdued ſo many kindreds 
and nations to his Lord's. triumphant croſs? Oh ! 
if that champion were yet alive, who ſaid in the 
midſt of Corinth, The kingdom of God is not in 
word, but in power,” how would he cry in the 
midſt of myſtic Geneva, The armour of God is 


not a calvinian notion, but a divine reality!“ : 
wes What 
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What we are perſuaded he would thunder out 
through the world, we are at laſt determined to pro- 
claim on the walls of Jeruſalem. Soldiers of 
Chriſt, have on the true breaſt-plate of righteouſ- 
neſs. Put on the /ol:4 breaſt-plate of inherent 
faith and love. If Satan's temptations are not idle 
imputations of his dreadful aſſaults upon Chriſt; 
if his darts are really fiery and terrible, throw 
away Calvinian imputation : Caſt off the works of 
darkneſs; and put on the real armour of righte- 
ouſneſs, the armour of light, the whole armour of 
God : fo ſhall you be able to ſtand in the evil day; 
and having done all to ſtand with ſafety in judg- 
ment, and with honour in the congregation of the 
myhteous,” TAIT. 

4. We apprehend, that you are not leſs miſtaken 
about the RoBE, than about the breaſt-plate of righ- 
teoufneſs. And we think, we can prove it by the 
teſtunony of the three moſt competent judges in the 
univerſe, an Apoſtle, an Elder before the throne, 
and the Lamb in the midſt of it. Hear we the 
Apoſile firſt, , 1 5 

1. If all the ſaints were clothed with the robe of 
Chriſt's per/onal righteouſneſs, they would all be 
clothed exactly like Chriſt, But when St. John 
had a viſion of the Redeemer's glory, he © ſaw him 
clothed with a veſture diht in blood: and the armies 
which were in heaven, followed him clothed in fine 
linen, white and clean,” Rev. xix. 13, 13. Now. 
as the whzte robes worn by the ſoldiers that com- 
poſe an army, cannot be the red robe worn by the 
general at the head of the army; we ſo far give 
place to what you call © carnal reaſonings,” as to 
conclude, that ſo ſure as white is not red, the robes 
of the ſaints, are not the robes of our Lord's per/o- 
nal righteouſnels, Nay, we, who throw off the 
veil of prejudice, would be guilty of the very crime 

ou charge us with, were we to entertain that daring 
idea. Chriſt's perſonal righteouſneſs, is the obedi- 
ence of the Son of God, who by living and ding 


for us, became the propitiation for the {ins ot the 
| whole 
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whole world; now, it we pretended, that this iden- 
tical all-meritorious obedience of Chriſt unto death, 
this active and paſſive righteouſneſs, which made an 
atonement for all mankind, is fairly made over to, 
and put upon us: would it not be pretending to 
merit with Chriſt, not only our own ſalvation, but 
the ſalvation of all mankind? O Sir, it is you, 
we are afraid, who affect the Saviour; for by pre- 
ſuming to put on his robes, you claim his mediato- 
rial honours; for after all your fears, leſt we ſhould 
make humble faztk ſhare the Saviour's glory, or A 
glortous apparel ; you not only put it on yourſelf 
without ceremony, but throw it alſo over the ſhoul- 
ders of ten Arn without excepting even 
thoſe who add drunkenneſs to thirſt, and cruelty to 
luſt, : | 

You will, I hope, ſee the great impropriety of 
this conduct, if you conſider, that the Redeemer's 
perſonal and peculiar righteouſneſs, is his per/onal 
and peculiar glory; and that thoſe who fancy them- 
ſelves clad with it, (if they do not fin 1gnoragtly) . 
are as guilty of ridiculous, not to ſay treaſonable pre- 
ſumption before God, as country clergymen would 
be before the Archbiſhop of Canterbury and the 
King, if they ſeriouſly gave it out, that the ſleeves 
of their ſurplices are the very lawn ſleeves of his 
Grace; and their gowns and caſſocks, the identical 
coronation robes of his Majeſty. 

The fanciful parſons would no doubt be pitied b 
all men of ſenſe; and ſo are we by all our calvini 
brethren 5 but, alas! for a very different reaſon. 
They wonder at, and kindly pity us, becauſe we 
cannot fancy ourſelves clothed with robes. a thou- 
ſand times more ſacred than thoſe which Aa:on wore 
on the great day of atonement :— With robes ten 
thouſand times more incommunicable, than the 
king's coronation robes ;—With a divine garment, 
that in the very nature of things, can ablolutely 

{uit none but him, „ on whoſe head are man 
crowns, and who hath on ks veſture, and on his 
thigh, a name written, King of kings, and Lord of 

lords; 
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lords; - the child born unto us of a virgin, the only 
begotten Son of the Father, given to put away ſin 
by the ſacrifice of himſelf ;—the wonderful Coun- 
ſc llor, the mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the 
Prince of Peace.” 8 

O ye ſons of men, how long will you become ſo 
vain in your imaginations, as to put on robes on 
which the very finger of God has embroidered ſuch 
incommunicable . with adamant and gold! If 
you are Sautours of the world, and Medators be- 
tween God and man; it you are Emmanuels and 


God's over all bleſſed for ever, wear them; they fit - 


ov, and they are your right. But if ye all /hall 
Yi like er . e == for one fin ; 450 if 
the {ek of every one of you ſhall ſee corruption, 
touch them not, unleſs 1t be with the reverential 
faith of the infirm woman: Like her you may in- 
deed ſteal a cure through them: but O] do not fleal 


them, as thoſe who come in the Redeemer's dreſs, . 
and ſay, I am Chriſt; or thoſe who tell you, I am 


carnal, ſold under /in, but no matter! I am ſafe: 
1n the robes of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, I am as 
righteous as Chriſt himſelf. If nevertheleſs you are 


bent upon putting them on by ſelf-imputation, at 
the peril of your ſouls throw them not over the 
ſhoulders of impenitent ſinners ; leſt you turn the truth 


of God into a flagrant lie; leſt profeſſing yourſelves 
wiſe to ſalvation, you become fools, and change the 


glory [the glorious robe] of the incorruptible God- 


man, into the infamous cloak of an inceſtuous 
adulterer ! 


2. Suppoſe that ſtill deſpiſing the white robes, 1. e. 


the evangelical righteouſneſs of the ſaints, you al- 
pire at being clothed with the Redeemer's ve/ture 
apt in blood permit me to oppoſe to your erior, 
the teſtimony of one of the twenty-four Elders, 
who ſtand neareſt the throne, and therefore know 
beit in what robes the ſaints can ſtand before it with 
ſafety and honour. 1 $145 | 

„ beheld, (ſays the beloved diſciple,) and lo, a 


great inultude which no man can number, of all 


nations, 


mn — wn eee e, S 
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nations, people, and tongues, ſtood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with whze- 
robes,” Rev. vii. 9. By comparing this verſe with 
Rev. xix. 7, 8, it is evident, that great multitude 
was the church triumphant, the wite of the Lamb, 
who has made herſelf ready. She is compoſed of 
ſouls, who have fulfilled thoſe awful commands, 
„O Jeruſalem, waſh thy heart from iniquity, that 
thou mayeſt be ſaved:—Waſh you, make you clean, 
put away the evil of your doings from before my 
eyes: Come, and let us reaſon toge her; though 
your fins be red as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as 
ſnow.” They continued inſtant in prayer, that God 
would waſh them thoroughly from their iniquity, 
and cl-anſe them from their ſin : nor do they give 
over pleading his gracious promiſes, till the livin 
water, the cleanſing blood, the Fuller's ſoap, —_ 
the refiner's fire, Pad had their full effett upon 
them. Therefore, © to them it was granted, that 
they ſhould be arrayed in fine linen, clean and 
25 ; for the fine linen is the righteouſnels of the 
aints.“ 


Now the queſtion between us 1s, Whether the 


fine Men clean and white, and the white robes men- 


tioned by St. John, are the evangelical, perſonal 
righteouſneſs oft the ſaints, or the mediatorial, per- 
{onal righteouſneſs of their Lord: But who ſhall 
help us to decide it ? One of the elders before the 
throne, who advances and ſays unto John, “ Thele, 
who are arrayed in white robes, are they who came 
out of great tribulation, and have waſhed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb,” Rev. vii. 14. Does not this information, 
171 by one to whom the beloved diſciple had juſt 
aid,“ Sir, thou knoweſt,“ make it indubitable, that 
the righteouſneſs which the ſain's appear in before 
God, 1s a righteouſneſs which was once defiled, and 
therefore ſtood in need of waſhing? Now, what 
Chriſtian will aſſert, that the perſonal righteouſneſs 
of ile immaculate Lamb of God, had even one ſpot 
of defilement? 


V OL. 3383: 3 Again, j 
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Again, thoſe robes were waſhed, and made white 


by the ſaints: THEY have waſhed their robes. It is 


evident, therefore, that if thoſe robes were the per- 
ſonal righteouſneſs of Chriſt, the ſaints had — 
it. And who is che good man, that upon ſecond 
thoughts, will dare to countenance a prepoſterous 
doctrine, which ſuppoſes, that the ſaints bare waſhed 


the defiled righteouſneſs of the Lord, and made it 


white ? | 

Once more: Theſe robes are waſhed in the blood 
of the Lamb, that is, in the fountain opentd for fin, 
and for uncleanneſs. Now, if they were the robes 
of Chriſt's per/onal r1ghteouſneſs, does it not neceſ- 
farily follow, that Chriſt opened a fountain to waſh 
hts own ſpoited and ſinful righteouſneſs? Is it not 
ſtrange, that thoſe who pretend to a peculiar regard 
for the Redeemer's glory, ſhould be ſuch great 
ſticklers for an opinion, which pours ſuch contempt 
upon bim, and his g/orzous apparel? _ 

3. If the teſtimony of St. John, and that of one 


of the twenty-four elders, is not regarded; let our 


Lord's repeated declaration, at leaſt, be thought 
worthy of conſideration. All our righteouſneſs 
flows from him, as all the ſap of the branch flows 
from the vine. Therefore, ſpeaking of righteouſ- 
neſs, he ſays, © Buy of me white raiment, that thou 
mayeſt be clothed, and that the ſhame of thy naked- 
neſs do not appear,” Rev. iii. 18. But that this 
white raiment cannot be his perſonal righteoufneſs, 
we prove, firſt, fro:n his own words mentioned in 
the ſame chapter, Thou haſt a few names in Sar- 
dis, which have not defiled their garments,” Rev. 
iii. 4. Now, if theſe garments were the robes of 
Chriſt's per/onal obedience, which neither man nor 
devil can defile, how came our Lord to make it 
matter of praiſe to a few names, that they had not 
defiled them? If David could not in the leaſt, be- 
ſpatter-tliem by ll his crimes, was it a wonder that 
fome petſôns ould have kept them clean ? Is it 
1 8 f | j | 
not rather furpriſing, that any names in Sardis ſhould 
have. de, garments, which remain “ 1 
TE EY and 
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and without [pot,” even while thoſe who wear 
them, welter in the mire of adultery, murder, and 
inceſt ? | * 

Once more: Our Lord ſays, ** Behold I come 
as a thief, Bleſſed is he that watcheth and keepeth 
his garments ; leſt he walk naked and they ſee his 
{hame,” Rev. xvi. 3. Who does not ſee here, that 
the garments, which we are to keep with walch- 
fulne/s, are garments which may be ſpotted or 
ſtolen ? Garments of which we may be ſo totally 
ſteipt, as to be ſeen walking naked ? Two parti- 
culars, that perfectly ſuit our perſonal righteouſneſs 
of faith; but can never ſuit the perſonal righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt ; that ** bef{ robe,” which neither man 

nor devil can ſteal, neither adultery nor murder 
dehile. e 
Having ſpent ſo much time with my Objettor, I 
beg leave to return to you, honored Sir, and to con- 
clude this eſſay upon imputed righteouſneſs, by fume 
ing up the difference which ſubſiſts between us on 
that important ſubjett ; and inviting men of candor 
to determine, who of us have reaſon, conſcience, 
and ſcripture on their ſide. . 
You believe, that the uninterrupted good works 
and the atoning ſufferings of Chriſt, which made 
up his W 62, 71ghteouſneſs while he was upon 
earth, are imputed to the elect for complete and 
eternal righteouſneſs, be their own perſonal righte- 
ouſneſs what it will: inſomuch that as you expreſs 
it, [Five Leuers, p. 27, and 29-] © All debts and 
claims againſt them, be they more or be they leſs, 
be they tmall or be they great, be they before or be 
they alter converſion, are for ever and for ever can- 
celled: they always ſtand abſolved, always com- 
plete in the everlaſting 11ghteouſneſs of the Redeem. 
tr.” And you think, that 2 imputed righteouſ- 
neſs compoſes the robes of righteouſneſs, in which 
a ſtand before God, both in the day of converſion 
and in the day of judgment. 
On the other haud, we believe, that, for the alone 
ſake of Chriſt's atoning blood and perſonal righte- 
| 21 oulnels, 
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ouſneſs, our perſonal faith, working by obedient 
love, is imputed to us for righteouſneſs. And we 
aſſert, that this living faich working by obedient 
love, together with the privileges annexed to it, 


I ſuch as pardon through, and acceptance in the be- 


loved, ] makes up the robe of righteouſneſs waſhed 


in the blood of the Lamb, in which true behevers 


now walk humbly with their God, and will one 


day triumphantly enter into the glory of their 
Lord. 


I hope, Sir, that when we ſpeak of perſonal 
faith, love, and righteouſneſs, you will do us the 


| Juſtice to believe, we do not mean that we can have 


either faith, love, or righteouſneſs, of ourſelves or 


hom ourſelves. No: they all as much flow to us 


from Chriſt, the true Vine, and the Sun of Righ- 
teouſneſs ; as the ſap and fruit of a branch come 
from the tree that bears it, and from the ſun that 
treely ſhines upon it. Without him we have 
nothing but helpleſſneſs; we can do nothing but 
fin: but with him we can do all things. If we 
call any graces perſonal or inherent, it is not then 
to take the honor of them to ourſelves ; but mere] 
to diſtinguiſh them from imputed W 
which 1s nothing but the imputed aſſemblage of all 
the graces that were in our Lord's breaſt 1750 years 
200. x 

of? ſome of my readers may deſire to know ex- 
afily, wherein the difference between perſonal and 
3mpuled graces conſiſts; I ſhall juſt help their con- 
ception by three or four ſcriptural examples, Jo- 
ſeph ſirugaling out of the arms of his tempting miſ- 
tieſs, has 22 chaflity, a conſiderable branch 
of perſonal righteouſneſs: And David ſparing his 
own flock, and taking the ewe-lamb that lay in 
Uriah's boſom, is complete in imputed chaſtity, 
which is a conſiderable part of imputed righteoul- 
neſs, Solomon chuſing wiſdom, and dedicating 
the temple, has inherent wiſdom and piety : But 
when he chuſes pagan wives, and with them wor- 


ſhips deformed idols, he has imputed wiſdom and 
piety. 
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ety, Again, when Peter confeſſes that Jeſus 
15 the Chriſt, the Son of the living God, he per- 
ſonally wears the girdle of truth: But when he de- 
nies his Lord with oaths and curſes, ſaying, © I 
know not the man,” he wears it only by 1mputation. 
Once more: When David killed proud Goliah 
with his own ſword, he ſtood complete in the per- 
onal righteouſneſs we plead for: But when he kil- 
led brave Uriah with the ſword of the children of 
Ammon, he ſtood complete in what our opponents 
extol as“ the beſt robe.” | 5 
And now, unprejudiced ſervants of the moſt 
high God, ye men of candor and piety, ſcattered 
through the three kingdoms, to you, under God, 
we ſubmit our cauſe, Impartially weigh the argu- 
ments on both ſides ; and judge whether the robe 
recommended by our brethren, deſerves to be called 
* the BEST robe,“ becauſe it is really better than the 
robes of 71glhteouſneſs and true holineſs, which we 
recommend; or only becauſe it is Het calculated to 
pervert the goſpel, diſhonour Chriſt, diſgrace unde- 
filed religion, throw a decent cloak over the works 
of darkneſs, render Antinomianiſm reſpettable to 
injudicious proteſtants, and frighten moral men from 
.Chriſtianity, as from the moiſt immoral ſyſtem of 
religion in the world. | 
By this time you are perhaps ready to turn ob- 
jector yourſelf, and ſay, You flander dur princi- 
ples. © The doctrines of grace,” are dotirines ac- 
cording to godlineſs. Far from oppoſing znkerent 
righteouſneſs in its place, we follow after it our- 
ſelves; and frequently recommend it to others. 
Inputed righteouſneſs is highly conſiſtent with per- 

onal holineſs.” E 
To this I anſwer : I know a miſtaken man, who 
believes, that. he has a right to all his neighbour's 
property, becauſe St. Paul ſays, All things are yours: 
and nevertheleſs he is ſo honeſt, that you may truſt 
him with untold gold. Juſt ſo it is with you, Sir. 
You not only ee but publicly maintain, that 
an elect who ſeduces his neighbour's wife, fands 

R 3 complete 
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complele in the everlaſting, perſonal chaſtity of Chriſt; 
and that a fall into adultery will work for his good : 
and yet, I am perſuaded that if you were married, 
tu would be as true to your wife, as Adam was to 
ve before the fall. But can you in conſcience 
apologize for your errors, and defire us to embrace 
them, merely becauſe your conduct is better than 
your bad principles ? 

Again, “ You frequently recommend holineſs,” 
and perhaps give it out, that the ſhorteſt way to it, 
is to believe your doctrines of zmputed righteouſneſs, 
and finiſhed ſalvation. But this, far from mendin 
the matier, makes tt worſe, As fiſhes would hardly 
ſwallow the hook, if a tempting bait did not cover 
it, and entice them: ſo the honeſt hearts of the 
ſimple, would hardly jump at zmputed righteouſneſs, 
if they were not deceived by fair. ſpeeches about 
perſonal holineſs : thus good food makes way for 
poiſon, and the right. robe decently wraps fig-leaves 
and cobwebs. 
Once wore: Every body knows, that bad guineas 
are never ſo ſucceſsfully put off, as when they are 
mixed with a great deal of good gold : but ſuppole 
I made it my bufineſs to paſs them, either ignorantly 


or on purpofe, would not the public be my dupes, _ 


if they ſuffered me to carry on that dangerous trad 
upon fuch a plea as this,“ I am not againſt good 
gold: I paſs a great deal of it myſelf: I have even 
ſome about me now : I frequently recommend it to 
others; neither did I ever decry his majeſty's coin?“ 
Would not every body ſee through fuch a poor de- 
fence as this? And yet, poor as it is, you could 
not, with any fhow of truth, urge the laſt plea: 
for in order to paſs your notions about imputed 
| N you have publicly ſpoken againſt in- 
herent righteouſneſs, and all its fruits. In the face 
of the whole world you have decried the coin, that 
bears the genuine ſtamp. of our Lord's goodnels : 
you have called good works, „ dung, dre, and 
filthy rags; and, what is ſtill worſe, you have 
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given it out, that you had “ ſcripture authority“ ſo 
to do, ? 

Should you, to the preceding objection, add the 
following queſtion ; ** If you were now dying, in 
which robe would you deſire to appear before God ? 
That of Chriſt's pan righteouſneſs imputed to 
you, without any of your good works ? Or, that 
of your own ſelf-righteoutneſs and good works, 
without the blood and righteouſneſs of Chriſt ? 
My anſwer is ready. | 

I would be found in neither, becauſe both would 
be equally fatal to me; For the robe of an Antino- 
mian is not better than that of a Phariſee; and all 
are fooliſh virgins who ſtand only in the one or in 
the other. Were 1 then come to the awful moment 
you ſpeak of, I would beg of God to keep me from 
all deluſions, and to ſtrengthen my heart-felt faith 
in Chriſt; that 1 might be found clothed like a wiſe 
virgin, with a robe waſhed and made white in the 
blood of the Lamb ; that is, with the righteouſneſs 
of a living faith working by love: for ſuch a faith 
is the bleſſed reality, that ſtands at an equal diſtance 
from the Antinomian and phariſaic deluſion, And, 
I ſay it again, “ this righteouſneſs of faith includes, 
1. A pardon through the blood and righteouſneſs of 


* I have on ＋ been guilty of ſeveral ſuch repetitions, 
not only becauſe the fame anſwers frequently ſolve different ob- 
jections; but becauſe I ſhould be glad to ſtop the mouths of 
lome of my readers, if I may give that name to prejudiced per- 
ſous, who caſt a careleſs, and perhaps a malignant look over here 
aud there a page; and without one grain of candor condemn me 
for not ſaying in one Letter, what I have perhaps already ſaid in 
half a dozen. In thele perilous times we mult run the riſk of 
paſſing for fools with men of unbiaſſed judgment, that we may 
not pals for keretics with ſome of our brethren And it is well 
if, after all our repetitions, we are not charged with not holding 
what we have ſo frequently aſſerted. For alas! what repetitions, 
what Scriptures, What expoſtulations can reach breaſts, covered 
With a ſhield of prejudice, which bears ſuch a common motto 
as this. Non per/uadebis etiamſi perſuaſerts ?” I could with, 
that tuch readers zs will not do juiice to the arguinents of our 
opponents, as well as to our own, would never trouble them- 
lcives with our books, 
Chriſt ; 


already obſerved] to depend upon nothing 
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Chriſt : 2. Acceptance in the beloved: and g. An 
univerſal principſe of inberent righteouſneſs: For 
the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, much 
leſs whim and deluſion; but r:ghteouſneſs, peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, | 
But perhaps you aſk: ©* Which would you de. 
{$a upon for pardon and acceptance in a dying 
our ; your own inherent righteouſneſs of faith, or 
the atoning blood and meritorious righteouſneſs of 


Jeſus Chriſt ?” If this is your queſtion, I reply, 


that it carries its own weight along with it. For if 
I have the inherent righteouſnefs of a living faith, 
and if the very nature of ſach a faith is by I have 
ut Chriſt 
for wiſdom, righteouſnefs, ſanctification and redemp- 
tion; is it not abfurd io aſk, whether I would de- 
pend on any thing elſe? Suppoſe I have faith work» 
ing by humble love, do not I know, that the mo- 
ment I rely upon myſelf, or my works as the meri- 
torious cauſe of my acceptance, I put off the robe 
made white in the blood of the Lamb, and put on 
the ſpotted robe of a proud phariſee ? 
However, it is by ſuch ſelf-contradictory objec · 
tions, and falſe dilemmas, that the hearts of the fim- 
ple are daily deceived ; as well as by fair ſpeeches, 
which carry an appearance of great ſelf abaſement, 
and of a peculiar regard for the Redeemer's glory. 
Who can tell how many pious ſouls are driven by 
the tempter upon one rock, through an exceſſive 
fear of daſhing againſt the other? Every judicious 
moderate man, - : 
Auream quiſquis mediocritatem 
Diligit, 
ſees their well- meant error, and can ſay to each of 


them, 


Procellas 

Cautas horreſcis, nimium premendo 

Liitus iniquum: MTS 
Left you ſhould be found in the odious apparel of a 
pharilee, you put on unawares the modiſh dreſs of 


an Antinomian, 


But, 


„„ 
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But, O thou man of God, whoſoever thou art, 
have nothing to do with the one or the other; ex- 
cept it be to decry and tear them both. In the mean 
time, be thou really found in Chriſt, not having 
thine own phariſaic righteouſneſs, which is of the 
letter of the law; nor yet notions about righteouſ- 


neſs 1mputed to thee in the antinomian way; but 
the ſubſtantial, evangelical righteouſneſs which 1s 


through the faith of Chriſt ; —the righteouſneſs 
which\s of God by faith :—the true armour of 
righteouſgeſs, with which St. Paul cut in pieces the 
forces of Phariſaiſm on the right hand, and St. 
James thoſe af Antinomianiſm on the left. 
Rejoicing, dear Sir, that, if our arguments ſhould 
ſtrip you of what appears to us an imaginary gar- 
ment, you ſhall not be found naked; and, thankin 
the God of all grace, for giving you, and thouſands 
of pious Calviniſts, a more /ub/tantial robe than 
that for which you ſo zealouſly plead ; in the midſt 
of chimerical imputations of calumny,” I remain, 
with per/onal and inherent truth, honored and dear 


Sir, your affectionate brother, and obedient ſervant 


in our common Lord, 
JohN FLETCHER. 


5 3 
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Containing a view of the preſent ſtate of the Con- 
troverſy, eſpecially with regard to Free- will, and 
a Concluſion, deſcriptive of the loving, apoſtolic 
method of carrying on controverſy - expreſſive 
of brotherly love and pe php for all pious Cal- 


viniſts—and declarative of a deſire to live with 
them upon peaceable and friendly terms. 


To RICHARD HILL, Eſꝗ; 
Hor.ored and dear Sir, 


Hue ſo fully conſidered in my laſt the 


ſtate of our controverly with reſpect to zm- 


puted 119 hteouſneſs, 1 proceed to the doftrine of 
: Free-will, 
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Free- will, which I have not diſcuſſed in this Check, 
becauſe you ſeem ſatisfied with what we grant you, 
and we are entirely ſo with what you grant us con- 
cerning it. Let us, however, juſt caſt three looks, 
one upon our conceſſions, another upon yours, and 
a third upon the difference ſtill remaining between 
us, 5 regard to that capital article of our contro. 
verſy. | 

I. We never ſuppoſed, that the natural Will of 
fallen man is free Jo good, before it is more or leſs 
touched or rectified by grace. All we aſſert is, that 
whether a man chuſes good or evil, his Mall is free, 
or it does not deſerve the name of Will. It is as far 
from us to think, that man, unaſſiſted by divine 
grace, is ſufficient to will ſpiritual good; as to ſup- 
poſe, that when he wills it by grace, he does not 
wall it freely. And therefore, agreeable to our xth 
Article, which you quote againſt us without the leaſt 
reaſon, we ſleadily aſſert, that“ we have no power 
to do good without the grace of God preventing - 
us,” not that we may have a free-will, for this we 
always had in the above-mentioned ſenſe, but hat 
we may have a GOOD-will ; beheving that as con- 
Graves: ſaints and angels have a free-will ; though 
they have no EVIL will ; ſo abandoned reprobates 
and devils have a free-will, though they have no 
GCOOD-will. | | 

Again: We always maintained, that the liberiy of 
our will is highly conſiſtent with the operations of 
divine grace, by which it is put in a capacity of 
chuſing life. We are therefore ſurpriſed to fee you 
quote in triumph, Review, p. gg, the following pa- 
ragraph out 6 the Second Check, * Nor 1s this 
freedom derogatory to free- grace; for as it was free- 
grace that gave an upright -free-will to Adam at his 
creation ; fo, whenever his fallen children think or 
act aright, it is becauſe their free-will is mercifully 
prevented, touched, and ſo far rectified by free- 


grace.” 
En aero At 


' would and ye would not. 
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At the ſight of theſe conceſſions, you cry out, 
« Amazing! Here is all that the mo rigid Cat. 
viniſt ever contended for, granted in a moment, 
Your words, Sir, are purely evangelical.” Are they 
indeed ? Well then, Sir, I have the pleaſure to in- 
form you, that, if this“ is 4 you ever contended 
for,” you need not contend any more with us; ſince 
Mr. Welley, Mr. Sellon, ]. Goodwin, and Armi- 
nius himſelf, never advanced any other doctrine 
concerning free-will. For they all _ to aſcribe 
to the free-grace of God through the Redeemer, all 
the freedom of man's will 20 good. Therefore, you 
yourſelf being judge, their ſemiments, as. well as 
my words, are purely evangelical.” : 

IT. You cannot be more ſatisfied with our con- 
ceſſione, than we are with your's : for you grant 
us as much freedom of will, as conſtitutes us free- 
willers, or moral agents; and ia ſo doing, you ex- 
poſe the ignorance and injuſtice of thoſe, who think, 
that when they have called us . — they 


have put upon us one of the moſt odious badges of 


hereſy. | 

We are particularly pleaſed with the following 
conceſſions, Review, p. 38. Grace may not vi- 
olate the /iberty of the will —God forceth not a 
man's will to do good or ill. —He uſeth no violence. 
— The freedom of the regenerate 1s ſuch, that they 
may draw back to perdition if they will.” 

We are yet beiter ſatisfied with what you ſay, p. 
35. Still it is in your own opinion, that, to the 
end of the world, this plain peremptory aſſertion of 
our Lord, I would and ye would not, will throw down 
and Glence all the objedtions, which can be raiſed 
againſt free.will—it proves, that thoſe to whom it 
was addreſſed, might have come if they would. 


Granted.” And, p. 43, you add, * I have granted 


Mr. Fletcher his own interpretation of that text, [ 
Now, Sir, if you ſtand to 
your conceſſion, you have granted me, That Chriſt 
had eternal life for the Jews, who rejected it : that 
he had a ſtrong deſire to beſtow it upon them; that 


he 
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be had made them ſo far willing and able to come 
to him for it, as to leave them inexcuſable if they 
did not: and that his ſaving grace, which they re- 
ſiſted, is by no means irreſilible. Four propoſitions 
that ſap the foundation of your ſyſtem, and add new 
ſolidity to ours. L 2HHga! banal 
However, you try to make your readers believe, 
that “ Still we are but juſt where we were, The 
fault yet remains in the corruption of the will:“ 


giving us to underſtand, that, becauſe the Jews 
would not be gathered by Chriſt, he had never 


a 


touched and rettified their will. Thus you ſuppoſe, 


that their chuſing death is a demonſtration, that they 
could not have choſen life: that is, you /uppo/e juſt 
what you ſhould have proved. | 
You imagine, that a wrong choice always demon- 
ſtrates the previous pee of the Will that 
makes it; but we ſhew the contrary by matter of 
fad. Satan and his legions, as well as our firſt pa- 
rents, were. created perfectly upright, Their will 
was Once as free from corruption as the will of God 
himſelf. Nevertheleſs, with a will perfectly capable 
of making a right choice : with a will, that'a few 
moments before had choſen life : they all choſe the 
ways of death. Hence appears the abſurdity of 
concluding, that-a wrong es always proves the 
will was ſo corrupted previouſly to that choice, that a 
better choice was tnorally impoſſible. Take us right 
however. We do not ſuppoſe that the will of the 
obſtinate gies had not been totally corrupted in 
Adam, e only maintain, that they made as free 
and fatal a choice, with their free-will, which tree- 


grace had redified; as Adam, Eve, and all the fallen 


angels once made with the upright free-will, with 
which free-grace had created tem. 
But I return to your conceſſions. That which 
pleaſes us moſt of all, I find, Review, p. 99, * For 
my own part, [ſay you,] I have not the leaſt ob- 
jettion to the expreſſion free-will, and find it uſed 


in a very ſound ſenſe by St. Auguſtin, Luther, and 
Colvin, the great pauons for the docti ine of man's 


Natural 
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natural inability to do that which is good ſince the 


fall. God does not force any man to will either 


good or evil; but man, through the corruption of 
his underſtanding, naturally and freely wills that 
which is evil; but by being wrought upon and en- 
lightened by converting grace, he as freely wills that 
which is good, as before he freely willed the evil.— 
In this ſenſe the Aſſembly of Divines ſpeak of the 
natural liberty of the will, and affirm, that it ic not 


forced.” 


Theſe, Sir, are our very ſentiments concerning 


ree- will. How firange is it then, when you have 


ſo fully granted us the natural, and neceſſary free- 
dom of the will, to ſee you as fluſhed with an ima- 
ginary victory, as if you had juſt driven us out of 
the field! How aſtoniſhing to hear you cry out, p. 


34, ** Jeſus Chriſt on the fide of free-will ! What! 


The goſpel on the fide of free-will ! What!“ 
Yes, Sir, Jeſus Chrift and the goſpel on the fide of 


free-· will! And if that is not enough; appeal to the 


34th page of your Review, to ſhew, that the Aſem- 


bly of Divines, and yourſelf, are on the ſide of tree- 


will alſo. 1 8 
III. Conſider we now the difference ſtill remain. 
ing between us. From our mutual conceſſions it is 
evident, we agree, 1. That the will is always Free > 
2. That the will of man conſidered as fallen in 
Adam, and unaſſiſted by the grace of God, is only 


free to evil; — free to live in the element of ſin, as a 


ſea-fiſh is only free to live in ſalt water. And g. 
That when he is free to good, free to chuſe life, he 
has this freedom from 2 race... -. 

But although we agree in theſe material points, 
the difference between us 1s ſtill very conſiderable ; 


tor we aſſert, that, through the Mediator promiſed 


to all mankind in Adam, God, by his free-grace, 
reſtores to ALL mankind a talent of free-will to good, 
by which they are put in a capacity of chung lie 
or death, that is, of acquitting themſelves well or 
ill, at their option, in their preſent ſtate of trial. 
Vol. III. Q This 
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This you utterly deny, maintaining that man is 
not in a ſtate of probation; and that, as Chriſt died 
for none but the elect, none but they can ever have 
any degree of ſaving grace, i. e. any will free to 
good. Hence you conclude, that ad the ele& are 
in a ſtate of finzſhed 1 7 and neceſſarily, in- 
fallibly, and rrrefiſtibly chuſe life: while all the re- 
probates are ſhut up in a ſtate of finiſhed damna- 
tion; and necef/arily, infallibly, and irreſiſtibly 
chuſe death. For, ſay your divines, God has not 
decreed the infallible end, either of the ele 
the reprobates, without decreeing alſo the infallible 
means conducing to that end. Therefore, in the 
day of his irreſiſtible power, the fortunate elect are 
abſolutely made willing to believe and be ſaved ; 
and the poor reprobates to diſbelieve, and be 
damned. e 
1 ſhall conclude this article by juſt obſerving, 
that we are obliged to oppoſe this doctrine, bem 
it appears to us a doctrine of Wrath, rather than a 
doctrine of Grace. If we are not miſtaken, it is 
oppolite to the general tenor of the ſcriptures, inju- 
rious to all the divine perfections, and ſubverſive 
of this fundamental] truth of natural and revealed 
religion, © God ſhall judge the world in righteouf- 
neſs.” It is calculated to ſtrengthen the carnal ſe- 
curity of Laodicean profeſſors, raiſe horrid anxieties 
in the minds of doubting Chriſtians, and give dam- 
ned ſpirits juſt ground to blaſpheme to all eternity. 
Again: It withdraws from thinking ſinners, and 
Judicious ſaints, the helps which God has given 
them, by muliitudes of conditional promiſes and 
threatenings, deſigned to work upon their hopes 
and fears, And, while it unneceſſarily ſtumbles 
men of ſenſe, and hardens infidels, it affords wicked 
men rational excuſes to continue in their fins; and 
gives deſperate offenders full room to charge, not 
only Adam, but God himſelf, with all their enor- 
mities. | | 
© I ſhall now be ſhorter in the review of the ſtate 
of our controverſy. Free-will to good is founded 

upon 
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upon general free-grace, and general free- grace up- 


on the perfect oblation which Chriſt made upon the 
croſs for the fins of the whole world. General Re- 
demption, therefore, I have endeavoured to eſtablith 
upon a vari of arguments, which you decline 
anſwering. | 

Tuſtification b ha evidence of] works in the 

io Arine, which you and your bto— 

ther have moſt vehemently attacked. You have 
raiſed againſt it a great deal of duſt, and ſome ob- 
jections, which I hope you will find abundantly 
an{wered in the three firſt Letters of this Check, 
and in the ninth. But ſuppoſe I had not aniwered 
them at all, you could not have won the day; be- 
cauſe, alter all your joint oppoſition againſt our 
doctrine, both you and your brother bear your 
honeſt teſtimony to the irdubitable truth et it, 28 
our readeis may ſce in the firſt, fifth, and niuth 
Letters. | 1155 

I need not remind you, Sir, that upon this capital 
doctrine, the Minutes in general ſtand as upon a 
rock. If you doubt it, I refer you to the fifth and 
ſixth Letters. | 15 

The doctrine of a Fourfold Juſtiſication appears 
monſtrous to your orthodoxy. Both you and your 
brother, therefore, have endeavoured to overturn 
it. But as you had neither Scripture nor argument 
to attack it with, you have done it by ſome witti- 
ciſms, which are anſwered in the tenth Letter. 

Calvinian Everlaſting Love, according to which 
the elect were never children of wrath, and apoſ- 
tates may go any leogth in ſin without diſpleaſing 
God, is a doctrine which I have attacked in all the 
Checks. You cannot defend it, and yet you will 
not give it up. You . juſt intimate, that when the 


_ elett commit adultery and murder, they are in a 


ſenſe penitent. This frivolous plea, this laſt ſhift, 
1s expoled, Let. X. 

Finiſhed Salvation, which you call your © grand 
fortreſs,” and which your brother ſtyles © the foun- 
dation of the Caluini/ts,” you have endeavoured 10 

| 8 2 ſupport 
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3 by a variety of arguments, anſwered, 1 
truſt, Letter VII. in ſuch a manner, that our im. 
partial readers will be convinced, your foundation 
is ſand, and your grand fortreſs "a no means im- 
pregnable. | 

he Oneneſs of ſpeculative Antinomianiſm and of 
barefaced Calviniſm, is the point into which our 
controverſy inſenſibly terminates. I will not ſay, 
that what we have advanced upon this ſubje&t is un- 
anſwerable; but I ſhall wonder to ſee it anſwered 
to the ſatis fact ion of unprejudiced readers. In the 
mean time I confeſs, that I cannot caſt my eyes up- 
on the Calvinian Creed in the VIIth letter, and the 
Goſpel Proclamation in the XIth, without being 
aſtoniſhed at myſelf, for not ſeeing ſooner, that 
there is no more difference between Calviniſm and 
ſpeculative Antinomianiſm, than there was between 
the diſciple who betrayed our Lord, and Judas ſut- 
named Iſcariot. 

Such is, I think, the preſent ſtate of our contro. 
verſy ; but what is that of our hearts? Do we love 
one another the better, and pray for each other the 
oftener, on account of our theological conteſt ? 
Alas! if we fell love to buy the truth, we ſhall be 
no gainers in the end; witneſs theſe awful words of 
St. Paul, Though I have all knowledge and all 
faith: if I have not charity, I am nothing, but a 
tinkling cymbal.” O Sir, we ſtand in great danger 
of being carried away by our own ſpirits, beyond 
the ſacred lines of truth and love, which fhould 
bound the field of Chriſtian controverſy. Permit 
me, then, to propole to our common conſideration, 
| and future imitation, the moſt perfect patterns in 
If the world. 
| Let us conſider Him firſt, who in all things has 

the pre-emmence. With what wiſdom and forti- 

tude, with what a happy mixture of rational and 

| ſcriptural arguments, does Chriſt carry on his im- 

x portant controverſy with the phariſees ! He ſtands 

q firm as a rock againſt all the frothy billows of their 

cavils and inveCttives. With aſtoniſhing para] 
; | e 
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he perſiſts in — them the moſt galling truths ; 
and condemning them out of their own mouths, 
conſciences, and ſacred records. In ſo doing, he 
loſes indeed their love and applauſe ; but he main- 
tains a good conſcience, and ſecures the praiſe which 
comes From God. Nor does he give over bearing 
his teſtimony againſt them by day, and praying for 
them by night, till they ſhed his innocent blood: 
And when they have done it, he revenges himſelf 
by ſending them the u news gf his pardoning 
love: „Go,“ ſays he to the heralds of his grace, 
* preach forgiveneſs of fins _— all nations, be- 
ginning at Jeruſalem,” the city of my muiderers. 
O Sir, if the Lord of glory was ſo ready to for- 
give thoſe, who, for want of hetter arguments, 
betook themſelves firſt to pitiful ſophiſms and 
groundleſs accuſations, and then to the nails, the 
hammer, and the ſpear ; how readily ought we to 
forgive each other the inſignificant ſtrokes of our 
ens! 

Let St. Paul be our pattern next to Jeſus Chriſt. 
Conſider we with what undaunted courage, and un- 
wearied patience, he encounters his brethren the 
Jews, who engroſſed the election to themſelves, and 
threw duſt into the air when they heard that there 
was ſalvation for the Gentiles, In every city he 


mightily convinces them out of the ſcriptures. They 


revile him, and he imreats them; they caſt him out 
of the temple, and he wiſhes himſelf accurſed from 


_ Chriſt for their fake. And yet, when they charge 


him with crimes of which he is perfectly innocent, 
he ſcruples not to appeal to the Gentiles, from 
whoſe candour he expected more juſtice than from 
their bigotry. . 

Fix we our eyes alſo upon the two greateſt apoſ- 
tles, encountering each other in the field of con- 
troverſy. Becaule St. Peter is to blame, St. Paul 
withſtands him to the face, with all the boldneſs 
that belongs to truth, He does not give place to 
him for a moment, although Peter is his ſuperior in 
many reſpetts ; and he lends to the churches of 

| 8 3 Galatia, 
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Galatia, for their edification, a public account of 
His elder brother's miſtakes. But does Peter reſent 
it? Does he write diſreſpett fully of his opponent ? 
Does he not, on the contrary, call him his beloved 
brother Paul, and make honourable mention ot his 


wiſdom ? 
When I behold theſe great patterns of Chriſtian 


moderation and brotherly love, I rejoice to have 


another opportunity of recommending to the love 


and eſteem of my readers, the two pious brothers, 
whom I now encounter, and all thoſe who were 
more or leſs concerned in the circular letter; in 
articular, the Counteſs of Huntingdon, and my 
ormer opponent the Rev. Mr. Shirley, who are 


leſs honourable and right honourable by the noble 


blood that flows in their veins, than by the love 
of Chriſt which glows in their hearts, and the zeal 
for God's glory which burns in their breaſts : be- 
ing perſuaded, that their haſty ſtep was intended 
to defend the fir/t goſpel-axiom, which for want 
of proper attention to every part of the goſpel, 


they imagined Mr. Wefley had a mind to ſet afide, 


when he only wanted to ſecure the /econd goſpel 
axiom. | | | 

"Once more, I profeſs alſo my ſincere love an 

unfeignea reſpect for all prous Calviniſts; proteſt- 
ing, I had a thouſand times rather be an inconſiſtent 
Antinomian with them, than an inconſiſtent Legahſt 
with many, who hold the truth in practical unrigh- 
teouſneſs. 1' abhor, therefore, the veiy idea of 


_** dreffing them up in devil's cloaths, as the papiſts 


did John Hufs ; and burning them for heretics in 
the flames of hell.” Review, p. 92. It I have 
repreſented an Antinomian in practice, as ſtanding 
on the left hand with wicked Arminians; it was not 
to condemn the miſtaken perſons who lead truly 


| Chriſtian lives, though their heads are full of Anti- 


Nomian opinions; but to convince my readers, that 


it is much better to be really a ſheep, than to have 
barely a ſarep's cloathing ; and that our Lord will 
not be deceived, either by @ goat, who imputes 0 


him ſelſ 
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himſelf the cloathing of a ſheep; or by @ wolf, who 


ies 10 make his eſcape, by inſolently wrapping 


himſelf up in the ſhepherd's garment. | 
Should it be objected, that, after all the ſevere 
things which 1 have ſaid againſt the ſentiments of 
the Calviniſts, my profeſhons of love and reſpect 
for them cannot pollibly be ſincere : I anſwer, that 
although we cannot in conſcience make a difference 
between a man and his actions, candor and brotherly 
kindneſs allow and command us to make a difference 
between a man and his opinions, eſpecially when his 
exemplary. conduct is a full refutation of his erro- 
neous ſentiment. 11 
This, I apprehend, is the caſe with all pious Calo 
viniſls, They talk much, I grant, about finiſhed 


ſalvation ; but conſider them with attention, and 


you will find a happy inconſiſtency between their 
words and their actions; for they ſtill work out 
their own ſalvation with fear and trembling. Again, 
they make much ado about a robe of imputed rigb- 
teouſneſs : but fill they go on waſhing their own 
robes, and making them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. Therefore their errors, which they pradli- 


cally renounce, do not endanger their ſalvation: and 


it would be the higheſt degree of injuſtice to con- 

found them with abandoned Nicolaitans. 
Fantaſticus tells you, he is poſſeſſed of an im- 

menſe eſtate in the territories of Geneva; where, 


by the bye, he has not an inch of ground. But 


though he talks much about his fine eſtate abroad, 
he wiſely conſiders, that he ſtands in need of food 
and raiment ; that he cannot live upon a chimera ; 


and that he muſt work or ſtarve at home. To work 


therefore he goes, though much againſt, his. will. 
In a lutle 4ime, by the divine bleſſing upon his la- 


bour and induſtry, he gets a good eſlate, and lives 


comiortably upon it. And though he frequently 
entertains you with deſcriptions of the rich robes 
which he has at Geneva, he takes care to have al- 
ways a good decent coat upon his back. Now; is 
it not plain, that, though Fantaſticus would be a 


mere 
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mere b eggar, for all his great eſtate near Geneva; 
yet, as matiers are at preſent, you cannat juſtly 
conſider him as burdenſome to his pariſh, unlef. you 
can make it appear, that his truſting to his imagi- 
nary property abroad, has lately made him ſquan- 
der away his goods perſonal, and real eſtate, in 
England. \ 

"his. ſimile needs very little explanation. A 
pious Calviniſt does not fo dream about his imagi- 
nary imputation of Chriſt's per/onal obedience and 

ood works, as to forget, that he muſt perſonally 
| 17 whe or be damned ; yea, and believe too with 
the heart unto perſonal righteouſneſs, and good 
works. Therefore he cries to God, for the living 
faith which works by love. He receives it; Chriſt 
dwells in his heart by faith, and this faith is im- 
puted to him for righteouſneſs, becauſe it reall 

makes him righteous. Thus while he za/ks about 
the /al/e imputation of righteouſneſs, he really en- 
Joys the true: He has znherent righteouſneſs, peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. When he ſpeaks 
againſt good works, he is fo happily inconſiſtent as 
to do them. If he ignorantly builds up the Anti- 
nomian Babel with one hand, he ſincerely tries to 
pull it down with the other: And while he decries 
the perfection of holineſs, he goes on perfetling 
holineſs in the fear of God. Thus his doctrinal 
miſtakes are happily retuted by his godly conver- 
ſation. | 1 
Hlence it 1s, that, although we ſeverely ex oſe 
the miſtaces of godly Calviniſts, we ſincerely love 
their perſons, truly reverence their piety, and COr- 
dially rejoice in the ſucceſs which attends their 
evangelical labours, 'And although we cannot admit 
their logic, while they defend a bad cauſe with bad 
arguments ; we ſhould do them great injuſtice, if 
we did not acknowledge, thai there have been, and 
ſtill are among them, men eminent for good ſenſe, 
and good learnt g; — men as remarkable for their 
{kill in the art of Logic, as for their deep acquaint- 
ance with the oracles of God, How they came 
| to 
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to embrace doftrines, which appear to us ſo unſcrip- 
tural and irrational, will be the ſubjett of a peculiar 
diſſertation. * 5 9 

In the mean time, I obſerve again, that as many, 
who have right opinions concerning faith, holineſs, 
and good works, go great lengths in practical Anti- 
nomianiſm ; ſo many Antinomians in principle dif, 
tinguiſh themfelves by the peculiar {trittneſs, and 
happy legality of their conduct. Both are to be 
wondered at : the one for doing the works of dark- 
neſs in the cleareſt light: and the other for walking 


as children of light under the darkeſt cloud. The 


former we may compare to green wood, that is al- 
ways upom the altar, and never takes the hallowed 
fre. The latter to the buſh which Moſes ſaw in the 
wilderneſs, The flames of Antinomianiim ſurround 
them and aſcend from them; and yet they are not 
conſumed! Would to God I could ſay, they are 
not ſinged ! | RA 
Nay, what is a greater miracle ſtill, the love of 
Chriſt burns in heir breaſts, and ſhines in their 


lives. They preach him, and they do it with ſuc- 


ceſs. Some, indeed, preach him of envy and 
_ contention, and ſome of love and good-will. hat 
then ? notwithRlanding every way, whether in pie- 
tence, or in truth, Chriſt is preached ; and we 
therein do rejoice ; yea, and will rejoice.” Add 
to this, that ſome are prudent enough to keep their 
opinions to themſelves. You may hear them 
preach moſt excellent ſermons, without one word 
abort their peculiaruies ; or, if they touch upon 
them, it is in ſo ſlight a manner as not to endanger 
either the foundation or ſuperſtructure of undefiled 
religion, Nay, what is a greater bleſſing ſtill, 
ſometimes their hearts are ſo enlarged, and their 
views of the goſpel ſo brightened, that they preach 
Free-grace. as well as we: and, in the name of 
God, ſeriouſly © command ad men every where to 
repent,” | 

Far be it from us, therefore, to“ cut off all in- 
tercourſe and friendſhip ” with ſuch favoured fer. 

Vants 
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vants of the Lord. On the contrary we thank 
them for their pious labours; we aſk the continu- 
ance, or the renewal of their valuable love. Where- 
in ſoever we Lave given them any juſt cauſe of of- 
fence, we intreat them to forgive us. Upon the rea- 
ſonable terms of mutual forbearance, we offer them 
the right hand of fellowſhip, together with our bro- 
therly aſſiſtance. We invite them to our pulpats ; 
and aſſure them, that if they admit us into theirs, 
we- ſhall do by them as we would be done by; 
avoiding to touch there, or among their own peo- 
ple occaſionally committed to our charge, upon the 
points of doftrine debated between us; and re- 
ſerving to ourſelves the liberty of bearing our full 
teſtimony in our own pulpits, and from the. preſs, 
againſt Antinomianiſm and Phariſaiſm in all their 


ſhapes. "7 
= With theſe pacific ſentiments towards all pious 

Calviniſts, aw in particular towards your brother 
and yourſelf ; and with my beſt thanks for the con- 
deſcending manner in which you have cloſed your 
Remarks upon the Third. Check, I conclude this ; 
aſſuring you, that | notwithſtanding the repeated 
proofs, which I find in your Review, of your un- 
co/ non prejudice againſt the ſecond goſpel-axiom, 
and againſt Mr. Weſley, who is ſet for the. defence 
of it] I remain, with all my former love, and a 
conſiderable degree of my former eſteem, honored 
and dear Sir, your affectionate companion in tribu- 
lation, and obedient Servant in Chriſt, 


MADELEY, J. FLETCHER, 
Nov. 15, 1772. 


POST. 
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Containing an Account of the Reaſons, which en- 
gage us to make, at laſt, a firm ſtand againſt our 
pious Opponents ; and of the hope we entertain, 


that in ſo doing our labour will not be in vain 
in the Lord. 8 7 | 


rs perſons think our Controverſy will offend 
the world ; and, indeed, we were once afraid 
of it ourſelves. Of this ill. Judged fear, and of the 
voluntary humility, which made us reverence the 
very errors of the good men from whom we diſſent, 
the crafty, diligent tempter has ſo availed himſelf, 
as to ſow his Antinomian tares with the greateſt 
ſucceſs. Mr. John and Charles Weſley, and Mr. 
Sellon, have indeed made a noble ſtand againſt 
him: but an impetuous torrent of triumphant op- 
poſition ſtill rolls and foams through the kingdom, 
dent upon drowning their works and reputation in 
floods of contempt and reproach. And ſome good, 
miſtaken men, warmly carry on ſtill the raſh de- 
ſign of publicly turning the /econd goſpel-axiom out 
of our Bibles, and out of the Church of England, 
under the frighttul names of Arminiani/m and 
Popery.” The queſtion with us, then, is not ſo 
much, whether Mr. Weſley ſhall be ranked with 
| heretics ; as, whether the undefiled religion particu- 
| larly deſcribed in the epiſtle of St. En and in 
our Lord's Sermon on the Mount, ſhall paſs for a 
dreadful hereſy, while barefaced Antinomianiſm 
paſſes for pure goſpel. 
ow, we apprehend, that to debate ſuch a queſ- 
tion in a fair and friendly manner, will rather edify 
than offend, either the religious or the moral world. 
Fair arguments, plain Scriptures, honeſt appeals to 
conſcience, and a cloſe purſuit of ridiculous error, 
hunted down to its laſt receſſes, will never diſpleaſe 


enquirers 
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enquirers aſter truth : And among the by-ſtanders, 
few beſides theſe, will trouble themſelves with our 
publications. If we offend our readers, it is only 
when we take our leave of Scripture and argument, 
to cry out, without rhyme or reaſon, * Difingenu. 
ity! Slander! Falſchood'!! Calumny! Forgery ! 
Hereſy ! Popery!“ | 
Bad as we are, the moral world regards yet a govd 
ment, and the religious world ſtill ſhews ſome 
reſpe& for Scripture quoted conſiſtentliy with the 
context. Fight we then lovingly with ſuch wea⸗ 
pons, for what we eſteem to be the Truth; and be 
the edge of our controverſial ſwords ever ſo keen, 
we ſhall be ſure to wound nobody but the bigots of 
the oppoſite party; and ſuch as are ſo great a dif- 
grace to Chriſtianity, that we ſhall do the cauſe of 
religion ſervice by ſtumbling them out of their pro- 
fefſion of it, if they are above learning the leſſons 
of moderation. 15175 70. 
Undoubtedly we are ſeverely condemned by ſome 
good people, who forget that Moſes was once oblig- 
ed to oppoſe not only Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, 
who ſtyled themſelves the Lord's people; but his 
own dear elef brother Aaron himſelf: And that 
St. Paul was forced by peculiar circumſtances, at 
all hazards to withſtand' St. Peter himſelf, Well- 
— Elis alſo, who do not conſider conſequen- 
ces, and love to enjoy their own eaſe, rather than 
to make a vigorous reſiſtance againſt error and fin, 
will be very apt to conclude, that our oppoſition 
ſprings from mere obſtinacy and party ſpirit, But 
ould ſuch haſty judges read attentively the epiſtle 
of St. Jude, that of St. James, the firſt of St. 
John, and the ſecond of St. Peter, which are all le- 
velled at Antinomianiſm, they will think' more fa- 
vourably of. the ſtand we make againſt our pious 
brethren, who inadvertently countenance the Andi. 
nomian deluſion. | | 
However, it is objected, This controverſy will 
hurt the men of the world, and ſet them againſt all 
religion,” Juſt the contrary. There are, indeed, 
| Gallios, 
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Gallios, -mewithaticare for no religion at all, who, 
upon hearing of our controverſy, will triumph, is 
and cry out, It theſe men do not agree among 
themſelves, how can they defire that we ſhould 
agree with them ? As if we had ever deſired them 
to agree with us, any farther than the plain letter of 
the Seripture, and the loud dictates of conſcience, 
invite them ſo to do]! But ſuch prepoſſeſſed judges 
will not be hurt by our controverſy, though they 
mould pretend they are: for they have their ſtum- 
bling- block in their on breaſt... They would not 
have wanted pretenees to {ridicule religion, if our 
controverſy had never been ſet on foot: nor would 
they entertain more favourable thoughts of it, if 
we dropped it without coming to a proper eclair- 

ciſſem ent. en enger 24% fa as along 
But theſe, however numerous, are not all, the 
world; There are in our univerſities, and through- 
out the kingdom, hundreds, and we would hope 
thouſands, of judicious and candid men, who truly 
fear God, and ſincerely deſire to love him. Theſe, 
we apprehend; are offended at the firſt goſpel-ax. 
iom, and driven farther and farther from it by the 
mixture of *-antinomian dotages, which renders 
it ridiculous. + They ere temptedl to throw away the 
marrow of the goſpel, on account of the luſcious, 
tullomę additions made to it, to makezit. richer. 
And to theſe, we flatter, ourſelves, that our contro- 
verſy Will prove uſeful, às well as io our candid 
breed r eee, ag ae e, lg 0 
We hope it will open to the) view of: theſe Ga- 
maliels aid Obadiahss, the conkuſed heap of truth 
and error, at which they ſo juſtly ſtumble; and 
heſp them preciſely. to ſeparate the precious from 
the vile; that While they abhor that Which is evil, 
| they may cleave to that-which/is good. This is. not 
all: When they will ſee, chat ſome of thoſe men, 
whom they accounted wild enthuſiaſts, candidly 
' take their part, where they are in the right; and 
hight their battles in a rational and ſcriptural man- 
ner, their prejudices will be ſoftened, the light wall 
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imperceptibly ſteal in upon them, and, hy divine 

grace, convince them, that they go as far out of the 

way to the left hand, as our eppdnents: de. 10 ne 
t. 

Ee truth which we maintain lies between all ex 
tremes; or rather, it embraces and connects them 
all. The Calviniſis fairly receive only the far ft 
goſpel-axiom, and the Moraliſis the cond. III 
may compare the goſpel-truth-to-the child contended 
for in the days of Solomon; both |parties, While 
they divide, inadvertently deſtroy it. We, like the 
true mother are for no diviſion. Standing-upon the 
middle ſcriptural line, we embrace and hold falt 
both goſpel axioms, With the Calviniſts, we give 
God in Chriſt a/ the glory of our ſalvation; and 
with the Moraliſts, we take care not to give him: in 


Adam any of the ſhame of our damnation. We 


* need of patience with both, for they both 
high hly blame us, becauſe we follow the poet's dis 
ion, Inter utrumgue tene, medio tutyſſimus ibis: 
Both think hard of us, becauſe we do not ſo main- 
tain the particular goſpel-axiom which they have 
TEAR eſpouſed; as to exclude that which they raſh 
But if we can uſe with meekneſs of 4 

So the armour of righteouſneſs on the right hand 
and on the left, and give our oppoſite ERIN 
every ſide, a ſcriptural and rational account of the 


hope that is in us; moderate Calviniſts and evan- 


gelical Moraliſts, will at laſt kindly give us the right 
hand of fellowſhip. ' Diſcovering that the advan- 
tages of both their doctrines join in ours, they will 

— — that the faith working by love, which 
we preach, includes all the privileges of Solifidian- 
xm and Morality ; that we do juſtice to the Goſpel, 


without making void the Law through faith ; that 


we eſtabliſn the Law, without ſuperceding free grace; 
and that we extol our High Prieſt's croſs, without 
pouring contempt upon his throne. In a word, they 
will perceive, that we perfectly reconcile St. Paul 
with St. James, and both with reaſon, conſcience, 
and all the-oracles of God, | 
Thus 
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Thus ſhall all good men of all denominations 
agree at laſt among themſelves, and bend all their 
collected force againſt phariſaic unbeltef, which 
continually attacks the , Goſpel-axiom ; and 
againſt antinomian contempt of good works, which 
perpetually militates againſt the /econd. The Fa- 
ther of lights grant, that this may be the happy et- 
fect of our controverſy! So ſhall we bleſs the hour 
when a variety of ſingular circumſtances obliged us 
to come to a full eclairciſſement; and to lay, by 
that mean, the foundation of a ſolid union, not 
only with each other, but alſo with all good and 
judicious men, both in the religious, and in ths 
moral world, | 


END or Tux FOURTH CHECK. 
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ſome, [a . Antinomian, firſt introduced 
to the world by Mr. Berridge, e, ig brought 
upon the ſtage of controver A. Ber- 
ridge attempts in vain to bind Ye with Cal- 
viniſtic cords.— V. Mr. Hill cannot defend 
his doctrines, of Grace before the. judicious, 
by producing a Liſt of the groſs antinomians 
that may be found in Mr. Weſley's ſocieties, 
—\ VI. Mr. Hill, after paſſing over all the 
Arguments and Scriptures of the 4th Check, 
attacks an illuſtration with the IXth Article. 
His ſtroke is warded off, and that Article 
turned/againſt: Calviniſm.—y VII. His mo- 
ral creed about faith and works, is incompa- 
tible with his immoral ſyſtem.— VIII. He 
raiſes a cloud of duſt about a fair, though 
abridged quotation from Dr. Owen; and in 
his eagerneſs to charge Mr, Welley and his 


ſecond 
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| ſecond with diſingenuity, furniſhes them with 
WW: weapons againſt:his/own ↄrrord. - IV. The 
| « execrable Swils ſlander” proves ſterling 
| Engliſh truth. X. Tho fincerity of our 
| Lord's interceſſion even for Judas, is defend. 
ed. XI. An anſwer to two eapital charges 
of groſs miſtepreſentation.ä— XII, Some 
queries concerning Mr. Hill's forwardneſs to 
accuſe his 3 of diſingenuity, groſs 
perverſion, calumny, forgery, &c. and con- 
cerning his abrupt manner of quitting the 
Held + controverſy XIII. A perpetual 
noiſe about groſs 1 and baſe for- 
geries, becomes Mr, Hill as little as an) 
writer, conſidering his own inaccuracy wil 
regard to quotations ; ſome flagrant inſtances 
of which are produced out of his Finithing | 
Stroke, — XIV. The author, after profeſſin 
his brotherly love and reſpe& for all pious 
Calviniſts, apologizes for his antagonſſt be- 
fore the anti-Calviniſts; and, 4 XV. Takes 
his friendly leave of Mr. Hill, after promiſ- 
ing him to publiſh a ſermon on Rom. xi. 5, 
6, to recommend and guard the doQtrine of 
Free-grace in a ſcriptural manner. _ 


Insa the Apytnoix, the author proves by 
ten more arguments, the abſurdity of ſuppoſ- 
ing with the Solifidians, that Believers are 
juſtiſied by works before MN and Ad Ls, 
but not before Gop. | 2 
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Hook and dear Sir, | 75 A N 
1 Have received your Finiſhing Stroke, ada return 


the following Anſwer; to you, or, if you have 


quitted the field, to your pious Second, the Rev. 
Mr. Berridge, Who by a public attack upon 9 
obedtence, oo upon the dottrine of a believer's 


Juſtification 66717. and not by faith onl 197 84 
Ned ele the Hiſts in your place. 9 joy 


J Page'6,” You-comphain, that--repreſont you, 


as fighting the -bittles-of the rankeſt Antinomians, 
« Becauſe { ſay you] we firmly believe and unani- 
mouſly aſſert, that the blood of. . Chriſt cleanfeth 
from all fin,, and that, if any man ſm, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, &e- and that this advo- 
cacy preyails. Not ſo, Sir: Lepprehend you give 
1 readers totally wrong ideas of the queſtion, 
ou know; I never oppoſed you for ſaying, that 
the blood of Chriſt cleanſeth a penitent believer from 
all ſin. On the contrary, this J inſiſt upon in a 
fuller ſenſe tha you do, who, if I miſtake not, ſup- 
Poſe chat Death,” and not the Blood of Chriſt ap- 
55 by the ſahRifying Spirit, is'to-be our Clean 


from all ſin. Thie point which we debate is not 


then, bhether Chriſt's blood cleanſes from all ſin, 
but whether. it afually cleanſes! from! ail guilt an 


impenitent backſlider, a -filthy-apoſtate ; and whether 


God ſays to the fallen Re) = ha that commits adut- 
tery and murder, Thou art all fair, my love, my 
-undefiled, pee ty is no ſpot in thee: This you 
* in your 4th Letter; and this L. dipoles: the 


very quintMſeac of. Ranteriſm, Antinomianiſm, and 


iftic perſeverance, 


The 


— 


af. 
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The ſecond part of your miſtake is yet more glar- 
ing than the firſt. The queſtion is not [as you in- 
form your readers] Whether, if any man fin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, &c. Von know, 
Sir, that far from denying this comfortable truth, 
J maintain it in full oppoſition: to your narrow ſyE- 
tem, which declares, that if any man, who is paſſed 
by or non- elected, finneth, there is n advocate with 
the Father for him ; and that there are thouſands of 
abſolutely reprobated wretches, born to have the de- 
vil for a tempter and an accuſer, without any help 

from our Redeemer and Advocate. : 
Nor yet do we debate whether Chriſt's advocacy 
revails, in the full extent of the word, for all that 
now the day of their viſitation : This is a point of 
doctrine, in which I am as clear as yourſelf. But 
the queſtion, about which we divide, is, 1. Whe- 
ther Chriſt's advocacy never prevails, when he aſks 
that barren fig-trees, which are at laſt cut down for 
perſiſting in their unfruitfulneſs, may be ſpared this 
= alſo > Whether it prevails in ſuch a manner 
or all thofe, who once made ever ſo weak an aft of 
true faith, that they ſhall never make ſhipwreck of 
the faith, never deny the Lord that hought them, 
and bring upon themſelves fwift deſtruftion ? 
13 Aaron and Koxah, David and Demas, 
zolomon and Hymeneus, Peter and Judas, Philetus 
and Francis Spita, with all that fall from God, 
hall inſallibly ang louder in heaven for their grie- 

vaus falls on earth 7— In a word, whether the /a. 

tion of fome, aud: the damnation of others, are ſo 

finified, that, during the day of their viſitation, it 8 
olutely impoſſible for one of the former, to draw 
back to perdition from a ſtate of ſalvation ; and far 
one of the latter, to draw back to ſalvation from a 

ſtate of perdition? 13 
Theſe important queſtions you ſhould have laid 
before your readers as the very ground of our con- 
troverſy. But inſtead of this you amuſe, them with 
ewo. precious Scriptures, which 1 hold in _ 


—— — — r ũ . 
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fer fe than yourſelf. This is a ſtroke of your logic, 
but it is not the Hniſhing one, for you ſay : | 

$11. P. 6. We cannot admit the contrary doc- 
trine” | that of the Checks] without at once under- 
mining both law and goſpel. For the law is certainly 


undermined by ſuppoſing, that any breach of it | 


whatever, is not attended with the curſe of God.“ 
What law do 1 undermine? Is it the.law of inno- 
cence? No. For I inſiſt upon it as well as you, 
to convince unhumbled ſinnets, that there can be no 
ſalvation but in and through a Mediator. — ls it the 
Mediator's law, te law of liberty? Certainly not: 
For I defend it againſt the bold attacks you make 
upon it ; and ſhall now ward off the dreadful blow, 
you give it in this argument. 

O Sir, is it right to confound, as you do, the law 
of paradiſaical innocence, with the evangelical law 
of liberty, that in point of perſonal ſincere obedi- 
ence you may ſet both aſide at one ſtroke ? Is not 
this Calviniſtic ſtroke as dangerous, as it is unſetip- 
tural ? There'ts no law but one, which damns for 
want of abſolute innocence : All thoſe that are un- 
der any law, muſt be under 2% law, which curſes 
for a wandering thought as well as for inceſt. But 
believers are not curſed for a wandering thought, 
Therefore they are under no law; they are not 
curſed even for inceſt; they may break their rule 
of life“ adultery as David, or by inceſt as the 
unchaſte Corinthian, without falling under the 
curle of any divine law in force againſt them: in 
a word, without ceaſing to be men after God's own 
heart. | | | 

No whence ariſes the fallacy of this argument? 
Is it not from overlooking the Mediator's law, the 
law of Chriſt? Can you ſee no medium, between 
being under * a rule of life,” the breaking of which 
ſhall work for our good; and being under à law 
that curſes to the pit of hell for che leaſt want of 
abſolute innocence ? Betwixt thoſe two extremes, 
is there not the evangelical /aw of liberty ? 8 

ir, 
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O Sir, be not miſtaken: The Goſpel has its law. 
Hear St. Paul: “ God ſhall judge the ſecrets of 
men by Jeſus Chriſt, according to my goſpel,” 
Rom. ii. 16. Hear St. James; So ſpeak ye be. 
lievers] and ſo do, as they that ſhall be judged by 
the law of liberty; for he | the believer ] {hall have 
judgment without mercy,” that hath ſhewed no 
mercy,” Jam. ii. 12, 15, illuſttated by Matt. xvi, 
ga — 3. | [5 >. 14 3 
ö Chf is neither an Eli, nor a Nero, neither a dolt, 
nor a tyrant; but a pree/tly King, a Melchiſedec. It 
he is a Hing, he has a law; his E , and the 
diſobedient i be condemned by it. If he is a 
prieſtiy king, he has a gracious law; and if he has a 
racious law, he requires no abſolute impoſlibilities. 
hus the covenant, of grace keeps a juſt medium 
between the relen leſs ſeverity of the firſt covenant, 
and the antinomian ſoftnefs of the covenant trum- 
peted by ſome Calviniſes. 
Be not then frightened, O Sion, from meditating - 
in Chriſt's law day and night; fora is the law.,of 
thy gracious King, who cometh unto thee meek, 
and ſitting upon the foal of a mild, pacific animal; 
and not of thy fierce and fond monarah, O Geneva, 
who comes riding upon the wings of, ſtormis and 
tempeſls, to damn the reprobates for the pre- or- 
dained, unavgidable conſequences of Adam's pre- 
ordained, unavoidable fin ; ai d to encourage fallen 
believers, that climb up into their neighbour's beds, 
by ſaying to each of them, © Thou: art, all fair, my 
love, my undefiled, there is no {pot in thee.” But 
more of this to Mr. Berridge. When you have 
given us a wrong idea of the Mediator's law; you 
proceed to do the fame by the goſpel, wih which 
that law is fo cloſely connected: tor you fay:.. , 
P. 6. The golpel is certainly, undermined, by 
ſuppoling, that there is proviſion made in it for 
ſome fins, and not for others.” Well then, Sir, 
Chriſt and the four evangeliſts have “ certainly un- 
dermined the 128 ; tor they all mention the fin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, the fin unto death, * the 
| A 
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ſin unto death, or the fin of final impenitency and 
unbelief; and they not only /uppo/e, but expreſsly 
declare, that it is a fin, for which © no proviſion is 
made, and the puniſhment of which obſtinate unbe- 
lievers and apoſtates muſt perſonally bear. Is it 
not ſtrange, that the capital doftrine, by which our 
Lord guards his own goſpel, ſhould be repreſented 
as a capital error, by which“ the goſpel is certainly 
undermined ? ” 

III. P. 6. To ſhew that your ſcheme is differ. 
ent from ſpeculative Antinomianiſm, you aſk : * Is 
the experience of David, Lot, and Solomon, that 
of all thoſe who abide by thoſe doctrines? —I 
anſwer : It may be that of thouſands for ought you 
know, and if it is not that of myriads, no thanks 
to you, Sir, for you have given them encourage- 
ment enough : | though I ſtill do you the juſtice to 
ſay, you have done it undeſignedly:] And leſt they 
ſhould forget your former innuendo, in this very page 

ou ſay, that“ The covenant of grace“ [including 
no doubt finzfhed ſalvation | ** flandeth ſure in be- 
halt of the elect, under every trial, late, and cir- 
cumſlance they can poſſibly be in; which, if I 
miſtake not, implies, that they may be in the impe- 
nitent © ate of drunken Lot, and adulterous Da- 
vid; or in the dangerous“ circumſlance of idola- 
trous Solomon, and the inceſtuous Corinthian, with. 
out being leſs intereſted in > Shes ſalvation, than 
if they ſerved God with Noah, Job, and Daniel. 
To this anſwer I add Flavel's judicious obfervation. 
It the principle will yield it, it is in vain to think 
corrupt nature will not catch at it, and make a 
vile ule and * improvement of it.” But 
you ſay, p. 7. You know in your conſcience, 
that we deteſt and abhor that damnable doctrine and 
polition of real Antinomians, Let us in, that grace 
may abound.'—] believe, Sir, that all pzous Cal. 
viniſts, and conſequently you, abhor that horrible 
tenct practically, lo far as you are faved from in. 
And yet, to the great encouragement of prattical 
Antnomianiſm, you have made an enumcotion of 
Vor. III. 0 the 
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the good that /n, yea any length in ſin, unto adul. 
tery, robbery, murder, and inceſt, does to the plea. 
fant children. You have aſſured them that “ ſin 
ſhall work for their good; and you have cloſed the 
{ſtrange plea by ſaying, that © a grievous fall will 
make them ſing louder the praiſes of free, reſtoring 
grace to all eternity in heaven.” Now, Sir, pardon 
me if I tell you y whole mind: Really, to this 
day, I think, that 1! I wanted to make Chiiſt pub. 
licly © the miniſter of ſin,” and to poiſon the minds 
of my hearers by preaching an aniinomian ſermon 
from theſe words, ** Let us ſin, that grace may 
abound,” I could not do it more effe ctually than by 
ſhewing, according to the doctrine of your 4th 
Letter; 1. That upon the whole, fin can do us no 
harm: 2. That far from hurting us, it will work 
for our good: And g. that even a grievous fall into 
adultery and murder, will make us“ ſing louder in 
heaven ; all debts and claims againſt 8 by © 
they more or be they leſs, be they ſmall or be they 
great, be they before, or be they after converſion, 
being for ever and for ever cancelled by Chriſt's 
fulfilling the law for them.” In the name of reaſon, 
I aſk, where is the difference between publiſhing 
theſe unguarded tenets, and ſaying roundly, Let us 
fin, that grace may abound ? | 
Do not reply, Sir, that this objection was brought 
againſt St. Paul as well as againſt you, and therefore 
the apoſtle's doctrine and your's exactly coincide ; 
for this would be impeaching the innocent to ſcreen 
the guilty, The charge of zndredly ſaying, Let us 
fin, that grace may abound, is abſolutely falſe when 
it is brought againſt St. Paul; but alas, os df 
true when produced againſt the author of /Pietas 
Oxonienſis. Where did that holy apoſtle ever lay, 
that fn works for our good? When did he declare, 
that the Lord over-1ules fin, even adultery and mur- 
der, for the gaod of his backſliding people; and 
that grievous falls in this world, will make us more 
joyful in the next ? But you know, Sir, who has 
publiſhed thoſe maxims, and who ſtands to them 
even - 
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even in a Finiſhing Stroke; intimating ſtill, that it 
is God's © /ecret will” to do good to his people by 
the abominable thing which his ſoul hateth, P. 55, 
J. 36, &c, O Sir, hell is not farther from heaven, 
than this doctrine from that of the apoltle : for while 
you abſolutely promiſe fallen believers louder ſongs 
in heaven, he conditionally threatens them with 
much ſorer puniſhment in hell, Heb. x. 29; and 
Chriſt ſays, ** Go and fin no more, leſt a wor /e thing 
happen unto thee,” But your ſcheme ſays, Go any 
length in fin, and a more excellent thing ſhall hap- 
pen unto thee: * A grievous fall will drive thee 
nearer to Chriſt.” | 
Leaving you to reconcile yourſelf with holy Paul 
and our bleſſed Lord, I beg leave to account tor the 
warmih with which you 3 plead for, and 
ſometimes againſt ſin. As a good man, you un- 
doubtedly “ deteſt and abhor” this dangerous maxim 
of the great Diana of the Antinomians ; © fin works 
for good to believers; but as a ſound Calviniſt, you 
plead for it, yea, and you father it upon the apoſtle 
too: ſee gd Check, p. 90. This contrariety in your 
ſentiments, may be illuſtrated by Judah's inconſiſt- 
ent behaviour to Tamar. . 
As Tamar was an agreeable woman, Judah took 
an antinomian fancy to her, gave ber his ſignet, 
bracelet, and ſtaff for a pledge; and faithfully ſent 
her a kid from the flock. But as ſhe was his dif. 
graced daughter-in-law, big with a baſtard-child, 
though he himſelf was the father of it, be roſe 
againſt her with uncommon indignation, and ſaid, 
in a fit of legality, Bring her forth that ſhe may 
be burnt.” Oh!] that, nſtead of calling me a 
ſpiritual calumniator,” and accuſing me of “ vile 
Jal/ehood and groſs perverſion,” for bearing my teſ- 
timony againſt a ſimilar inconſiſtency, you would 
imitate the undeceived patriarch, take your ſignet 
and bracelets again; I mean, call in your 4th Leiter, 
that faral pledge ſent me from the preſs of your great 


Diana, and from this time know her again no more! 
Gen. xxxvili. 26. 


U 2 Iv. But 
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$ IV. But you are not put out of countenance by 
your former miſtakes, for p. 8, 9, ſpeaking, it ſeems, 
of thoſe miſtaken good men, “ who ſay. more at 
times for fin than againſt it,” or of thoſe who tra- 
duce obedience, and make void the law thro' faith; 
repreſenting it as a bare rule of life, the breaking 
of which will in the end work for the believer's 
good; you ſay :—* Though I have begged you ſo 
earneſtly in my Review, to point out by name who 
theſe wretches ”” [you ſhould ſay theſe per/ons | are: 
Though I have told you, that without this the charge 
of flander mult. be for ever at your door; ſtill nei- 
ther they nor their converts are produced, no nor 
one quotation from their writings, in order to prove 
theſe black charges upon them.” Here is a heap of 
groſs miſtakes, I have not only produced one que 
tation, but many, both from Dr. Criſp's writings and 
your own, See 2d Check, from p. 78 to p. 83.— 
and gd Check, from p. 71. to p. 96.— Again, that 
neither they nor their converts are produced,“ is 
a capital overſight. Turn to 4th Check, p. 1453 
** Produce a few of them,” ſays your brother; to 
which I anſwer ; Well, Sir, I produce firſt, the 
Author of Pietas Oxonienſis, next yourſelf, and 
then all the Calviniſts, who admire your brother's 
4it Letter, where he not only inſinuates, but openly 
altempts to prove, that David, &c. /lood ab/olved 
and complete in the everlaſling righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
While his eyes were full of adultery, and his hands 
of blood. Now, Sir, if this was the caſe of David, 
it may not only be the caſe of many, but of all the 
ele&t: ” For the imaginary covenant of finiſhed /al- 
vation, ſtands as ſure for fallen believers, who cheat, 
{wear, and get drunk; as for thole who commit 
adultery, murder, and inceſt, N 
But ſince you preſs me /{:// to produce witneſſes, 
I promiſe you to produce by and by the Rev. Mr, 
Berridge, your Second, togetber with his antinomian 
pleas againſt /ancere obedience. In the mean time I 
produce © Mr. Fulſome,“ together with a quotation 
trom * The Chriſtien World unmaſked,” It con- 
tains 
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tains a ludicrous deſcription of a conſiſtent Antino- 
mian, brought over to the duttrines of grace by, 1 
know not which of our goſpel- miniſters, 
His name (ſays Mr. Berridge) was Mr Fulſome, 
and his mother's maiden name was Miſs Wanton. 
« When the cloth was removed, and ſome few tan- 
* kards had gone round, Mr. Fulſome's face looked 
© like the red lion painted on my landlord's ſign, 
* and his mouth began to open. He talked ſwims 
* mingly about religion, and vapoured much in 
« praiſe of ¶ Calviniſlic] perſeyerance, Each freſh 
* tankard threw a freth light upon his ſubjett, &.“ 
« No fin, he ſaid, can hurt me. I have had a call, 
« and my election is ſafe. Satan may pound me, 
« it he pleaſe; but Jeſus muſt replevy me. What 
*« care I for drunkenneſs or whoredom, for cheats 
„ing or a little lying? Theſe fins may hurt an- 
% other, but they cannot hurt me. Let me wander 
« where I will from God, Jeſus Chriſt muſt fetch 
« me back again. I may fall a thouland times, 
„hut 1 ſhall 2% again; yes, I may fall exceeding 
„ foully.”” —* And ſo he did, Gr inſtantly he 
* pitched with his head upon the floor, and the tan- 
* kard in his hand.“ Chriſtian World unmaſked ; 
2d Edit. p. 191. LY 
Thus fell the antinomian champion of Calvin 
tic perſeverance. * The tankard (adds Mr. Ber- 
ridge) was recovered, but no one thought it worth 
their while to lift up Mr. Fulfome.'—And what 
does Mr. Fulfome care for it, if Jeſus Chriſt n= 
felf is abſolutely engaged to raiſe him up, though 
he had ſpilt, not only ſome of my landlord's ale, + 
but all my landlord's blood? Let Mr. Fuliome 
take a peaceful nap upon the floor, till he can call 
for another tankard ; it will never hurt him, for Mr, - 
Hill declares that the covenant of grace ſtandet h 
ſure in behalf of the elett under every trial, ſtate, 
and circumſtance they can poſhbly be in: and that 
God over-rules fin for their good.“ Fin. Stroke, 
p. ©, and p. 55. 9 
| U g: Upon 
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Upon the principles of Calviniſm no logician in 
the world can, I think, find a flaw in the following 
arguments of Mr. Fulſome. If I am uncondition- 
ally elected, irręſiſlible grace will certainly ſave me 
at laſt ; nay, my /alvalion is already finiſhed; And 
for this tankard and twenty more, I ſhall only * ſing 
louder” in heaven the praiſes of free, diſtinguiſh. 
ing, reſtoring grace, which, paſſing by thoulands, 
viewed me with unchangeable love, and determined 
to ſave mie with an everlaſting ſalvation, without 
any regard to that“ jack-o'lanthorn, fancere obedi- 
ence.” If on the other hand, I am uncond:tonally 
reprobated, I {hall abſolutely be damned.—Again, 
ſuppoling Chriſt never died for me, not only all my 
faith, but alſo all my endeavours and. works, | were 
they as many as thoſe of Mr. J. W. like a * jack. 
o'lanihorn” will only dance before me to the pit of 
heli,.—Once more, if I am ab/o/{utely juſtified, it is 
not all the tankards and harlots in the world, that 
can blot my name but of the book of life. And if 
I am in the black book, my damnation 1s as good 
as fimſhed. My ſincere obedience will never reverſe 
a perional, abſolute decree, older and firmer than 
the pillars of heaven. Nay, it may be the readieſt 
way to hell; for our Vicar, who is one of the firſt 
goſpel-miniſters in the kingdom, tells us, that“ the 
devil was ſurely the author of the condition of ſin- 
cere obedience,” and that“ thouſands have been loſt 
by following after it.” Landlord, bring in another 
tankard—Here is the health ef all who do not lega- 
hze the goſpel! | 
Mr. Berridge 1s too good a logician, to attempt 
proving, that Mr. Fulſome's creed, is not quite ra- 
tional upon the principles of Calviniſm, He only 
| fays, p. 192. tuch ſcandalous profeſſors are found 
zt all times, in our day, and in St. Paul's day, yet 
St, Paul will not renounce the dottrine of perlever- 
ance.”'— True, he will not renounce 4/435 own dotirine 
of conditional perieverince, becaulc it is the very 
teyeric of the dect, ine of ablylute, or Caluini/tic 
| | Jerleverance, 
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perſeverance, from which Mr, Fulſome draws. his 
horrible, and yet juſt inferences, 

But ſays Mr. B. p. 178, A believer's new nature 
makes him hunger for implanted righteouſneſs ; ” 
inſinuating that a believer's holy nature puts him 
upon ſuch ſpontaneous: obedience to his“ rules of 
lite,“ that he needs not the help of a law, as a rule 
of rewards and puniſhments, to encourage him in 
the path of duty, and to keep him from the broad 
way of diſobedience, As this is one of the grand 
arguments, by which pious Calviniſts defend the 
antinomian Babel, I ſhall anſwer it farſt as an anti- 
Calviniſt, and Mr. Fulſome next as a Calviniſt. 

1. Experience ſhews, that, to ſecure the Crea- 
ture's obedience, or the Creator's honour, the curb 
of a law is neceſſary for all free-agerts who are yet 
in a ſtate of probation ; and that ſo long as we are 
ſurrounded with ſo many temptations to faint in 
duty, and to leave the thorny way of the croſs for 
the flowery paths of ſin, the ſpur and bridle of a 

romiſing and threatening law are needful, even 
with reſpe&t to thoſe duties which natural or ſuper. 
natural inclination renders in general delightful 2 
ſuch as for mothers to take care of their own chil- 
dren, and beltevers to do good to their neighbour. 
Now as the civil law, that condemns murderers to 
death, does not except motkers who. deſtroy the 
fruit of their womb, becauſe natural affection makes 
tbem in general glad io preſerve it: ſo the penal 
law of Chriſt makes no exception in favour of be- 
levers, who fall into adultery and murder, under 
the Calviniſtic pretence, that their new rature 
makes them in general hunger after purity and 
love. See 1 Cor. vi. 8, 9.— Again, all ſophiſms 
fly before matter of fact. Fallen angels and our 
hrit parents once naturally hungered after righteouſ- 
nels, more than moſt believers do; and yet they 
groſsly apoſtatized. And it you object to theſe in- 
ſtances, I produce David and the inceſtuous Corin- 
thian: Both had a“ new nature ” as belzevers ; and 

yet, as allen believers, the one could thirſt after 
Uriah's 


235 Logica Genevenſis continued: Or, 
Uriah's blood, and the other hunger after his father's 
wife, far more han after“ implanted righteouſneſs,” 
War. ©. 

2. Mr. Fulſome may anſwer Mr. Berridge as a 
Calviniſt, hus: My new nature will make me hun. 
ger for 1 im, ;lant. 6 righteouſneſs “ in the day of God's 
power: God will do his own work : In the mean 
time I am © in a winter ſeaſon: * J am carna! and 
fold under fin, as well as St. Paul, and 1 thirit after 
my tankaid as David did after Bathſheba's beauty, 
and U:14h's blood: Thus the antinomian gap remains 
as wide as ever. 

It is true alſo that Mr. * ſays; p. 173; 
* Cheats will ariſe: And how mult we 43 with 
* them D— Deal with them, Sir! why hang them, 
« when detected; as Jeſus hanged Judas.“ I 
thought that Judas and not Jeſus was the hangman. 
But I let that paſs, to obſerve, that Mr; Fulſome 
may juſtly aſk : Why will you hang me ? Does' 
not our Lord, ſpeaking of nis elect, ſay, © He that 
touches you, touches the a »ple of mine eye?” If 
Mr. Berridge aniwers : You are no elett ; you are 
a hypocrite; you never had grace: Mr. Fulſome 
may juſtly reply, upon the plan of the calviniſtic 
dottrines of grace, I have had a call, and my 
election is ſake, Who ſhall lay any ching to the 
charge of God's elect? Whom he called them he 
alſo juſtified: yea they are juſtified from al things,” 
You have no more right to condemn me as an hy- 
pocrite, becauſe you ſee me with a tankard in my 
hand, than to paſs a fentence of hypocriſy upon all 
backfliders. How will you prove that I have not' 
as much right to tols my tankard, as David to 
write a ſanguinary leiter; Solomon, to worſhip 
devils; and the inceftuous Corinthian, to invade 
the rights of his father's bed? 1 will maintain the 
privileges of God's children againſt all the egaliſts 
and the Weſleys in the world: I will fight for free- 
grace, to the laſt drop in my tankard, My ſervice 
to you! 


{ It 
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If Mr. Fulſome's arguments are goncluſive, as 
well as Calviniſtical, how can he be brought to give 
up his antinomian creed? Undoubtedly by being 
brought to give up Calviniſm. Till then it is evi- 
dent that he will {till hold As doftrines of grace in 
theory or in pradtice ; indirectly and with mental 
reſerves as all p:0us Calviniſts do; or openly and 
without ſhuffling, as he does in his confeſſion of 
ſaith. Thus has Mr. Berridge preſ-nted the world 
with an antinomian creed, as horrid as that, which 
I have compoſed with the unguarded principles of 
your 4th Letter. And by acknowledging, that“ ſuch 
{candalous profeſſors, as Mr. Fulſome, are found at 
all times,“ he has confirmed the neceſſity of my 
Checks, ſhewn they are really Checks to antinomi- 
ann, and not“ Checks to the goſpel,” ſilenced 
thoſe who have accuſed me of mz/repre/entation, and 
helped me to give the world a juſt idea of calviniſtic 
piinciples. 1 ſay principles, becauſe many, very 
many Caiviniits, like Mr. Berridge, are too moral 
not to rejett in their pradtice, and not to Expioce as 
deteſtable in their dz/cour/e, the immoral interences, 
conſiſtent Antinomians juſtly draw from their doc- 
trines of grace. | 

FV. Having thus complied with your requeſt, 
Sir, by producing “ a quotation from an eminent 
Calviniſt-Divine, to ſhew that I do not fight againſt 
a ſhadow when I oppoſe Mr. Fulſome; and having 
deſcribed a rational.** convert ” to your dottrines of 
grace ; I return to the Finiſhing Stroke, where, to 
ward off the blow given to your ſyſtem by the or- 
thodoxy and bad conduct of the Fulſomes, 

P. g. You offer to ſhew me * a long black liſt of 
* deluded creatures | ſome of whom have been prin- 
© Ccipal leaders in Mr. W's claſſes, &c.] who have 
been carrying on abominations and wicked prace_ 
* tices under the maſk of religion.” And you tell 
us they are © ſome of the fruits which the doctrines“ 
ot Mr. Weſley © have produced,” But you have 
lorgot the proof, unleſs you think that your bare aſ- 
lerlion is quite ſufficient. Suppoſe that one out of 
twelve 


turned out a“ temporary monſter, 
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twelve of Mr, W—'s claſs leaders, had actually 
”” what could you 
inter from it againſt Mr. W—'s doftrine, but what 
the phariſees could with equal truth, or rather with 
equal injuſtice have inferred againſt the doctrine of 
our Lord ? | | 
By what plain and eaſy conſequence, or by what 
ſcriptural argument will you make it appear, that 
even the ol abhorred of all Mr. W—'s dottrines, 
that of Cxriſlian Perfefion, [| or, which is all one, 
that of believing in Chriſt with a penitential faith, 
till we love God with all our heart, and our neigh- 
bour as ourſelves] has any more tendency to turn 
his hearers into* ** temporary monſters,” than our 
Lord's Sermon upon the Mount had to turn his 
apoſtles into covetous traitors? But how can you 
tree your doctrine from the dangerous conſequences 
which flow from it as naturally as a river does from 
it's fource? Have I not juſt proved, I hope, to 
the ſatis faction of judicious readers, ihat Mr. Ful 
fome's practice perfectly agrees with your calviniſtic 
principles? O Sir, that * vaporer in favour of your 
perſeverance,” fairly and confiſtently builds upon 
what your brother calls © the foundation of the Cal- 
viniſts,” that is, unconditional election and finiſhed 
ſalvation : he is a w/e maſter-builder. Apply the 
moſt exact plummet of reaſon to the walls of his 
antinomian Babel, and you will find them ſtrait. 
They do not project a hair's breadth from your doc- 
trines of grace, which are the foundations laid in 
ſome of our celebrated pulpits, for him and all the 
clan of the Fulſomes to build upon, He is a judi- 
cio monſter; he has reaſon and your orthodoxy on 
his ſide. But the monſters of your long black liſt 
{ ſuppoling it to be a true one] are bare-faced hypo- 
crites, equally condemned by their reaſon and pro- 
feſſion: For ſo far as they adhere to Mr. W's doc- 
trine, their principles are diametrically oppoled to 
their Lare and therefore he is no more accounts 
able for their “ abominations than our Lord was 
tor Judas's treaſon, 
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VI. Page 12, 13, You leave me in full poſe. 
ſeſſion of all the ſcriptures, arguments, and quota- 
tions from our Homilies and Liturgy, which I have 
advanced in the 4th Check; ſuppoſing that when 
you have called them * the novel chimeras of the 
4th Check,“ or a © mingle mangle;” and that when 
you have referred your readers to ** the faith of Mr. 
Ignorance,” you have given my ſentiments a H- 
ing Stroke. To ſuch forcible arguments I can make 
no better and ſhorter reply than that of my utle-page, 
Logica Genevenjſts! However, 

11. You decide that my illuſtration of the wo- 
man dropping her child down the precipice “ is to- 
tally foreign to the purpoſe}? i. e. does not at all 
prove thai Calvimim fa bers © unprovoket wrath *? 
upon the God of love, But huw do you make it 
appear ?P— Why. you infinuate, that“ man has for- 
feited all rigtu and title to the favour of God by his 
fall in Adam;“ and therefore God has been juſtly 
provoked to drop the reprobates down the precipice 
of {in into hell, by an eternal, unconditional, abſos. 
lute decree of non-elettiion. 

The argument is ſpecious, and has deceived thou- 
ſands of ſimple ſouls in o Calviniſm ; but can it 
bear examination? Wuo, or what provoked God 
to make from all eternity, a decree of abſolute] 


dropping Adam down the precipice of fin, and the 


reprobated part of his poſterity down the precipice 
of damnation? Was it the fin of reprobates? No: 


for millions of them are as yet unconceived, and . 


therefore nls; for what has not yet a ſubſtance, 
cannot yet have a mode; what does not yet exiſt, 
cannot yet BE ſinful. Was it @ forefeght of their 
lin? No: For upon the Calviniſtic plan, God 
certainly forefſees what will happen, only becauſe he 
has ab/olutely decreed what SHALL happen. Was 
it Adam's fin, as you infinuate? No: For Adam's 
lin was committed in time, and therefore could not 
influence an ab/olute decree of perſonal reprobation 


made before time, yea, from all eternity, But you 


add ; 
© 12 


' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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P. 11, 12. © If you believe that the tranſgreſſion 


of our firſt Parent entailed no condemnation upon 


his poſterity, why did you ſubſcribe to the gth Ar. 
ticle of our Church, which ſays, that in every man 
born into the world it deſerves God's wrath and dam. 
nation: I apprehend you miſtake, Sir: That Ar. 
ticle ſays no ſuch thing. What it affirms of a 
derivation of. Adam's corruption, or of “ the fault 
and corruption of the nature of every man,“ you re- 

reſent as ſpoken of Adam's per/onal tranſgreſſion; 
which 1s abſolutely confounding the cau/e and the 
effed. Every anti-calviniſt may, and I, for one, do 
believe, that in every man born into the world, and 
conſidered according to the firſt covenant, original 
corruption (not Adam's tranſgrefſion) deſerves God's 
wrath and damnation at the hands of a holy and 
righieous God: without dreaming that any man 
ſhall be ever damned for it: ſeeing that according to 


God's mercy and goodneſs diſplayed in the ſecond . 


covenant, Chriſt the ſecond Adam, 1s come to taſte 
death for every man, and to be the Saviour of all 
men; ſo that. for his ſake, the free gift is come upon 
all men to juſtification of like, See the 4th Check, 
&c. Thus, by looking at our divine compaſs, the 
word of God, we ſail thro' the ſtraits of error, keep- 
ing at an equal diſtance from the rocks againſt which 
Calviniits run on the right hand, and Pelagians on 
the left. 

I have warded off the Stroke, which you have at- 
tempted. to give my ſentiments with our gth Ar- 
ticle ; and now 1t is but juſt, you ſhould ſuffer me 
to return it. If I am not miſtaken, that Article is 
repugnant to Calviniſm in two reſpetts. 1. It ſays 
not one word about the zmputation of the demerus 
of Adam's firſt tranſgreſſion; but makes original 
ſin to conſiſt only in the“ infection of our nature; 
which ſaps the foundation of your imaginary impu- 
tation ot Adam's perſonal ſin, and conſequently 
ruins its counterpart, Viz. your imaginary 1mputa- 
tion of Chriſt's perſonal good works, diſſinct from 


{ome actual participation of his holineſs. 2. It at- 
firms, 
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firms, that this infection in every perſon born into 
the world, deſerves God's wrath : A ſtrong intima- 
tion this, that it did not actually deſerve that wrath, 
before we were atlually defiled by a ſinful birth or 
conception. Now this, if I miſtake not, implies, 
that of all the men now living upon the earth, not 
one actually deſerved God's wrath and damnation 
200 years ago. So that if God abſolutely repro- 
bated one man now living, three hundred, much 
more fix thouſand years ago, much more from all 
eternity, he did it according to Calvin's doctrine 
of rich, free, unprovoked, gratuitous unde/erved 
wrath. O ye conſiderate Engliſhmen, ftand to 
your Articles, and you will ſoon ſhake off Geneva- 
impoſitions! | 

VII. P. 12. You ſay in your moral Creed 
about faith and works: —“ Faith when genuine will 
always manifeſt its reality by bringing forth good 
works, and all the fruits of a holy lite :'” Now Sir, 
if you ſtand to this, without ſecret reſerves about a 
v inter flate,” in which a genuine believer | ſo cal- 
led | may commit adultery, murder, and inceſt, for 
many months, without loſing the character of a man 
after God's own heart and his title to heaven; you 
make up the antinomian gap, you ſet your ſeal io 
St. James's epiſſle, you ratify the Checks; and con- 
ſequently you give up the qth Letter, which con- 
tains the very marrow of Calviniſm ; unleſs by ſome 
ſalvo of Geneva-logic you can reconcile theſe two 
_ propoſitions, which upon the rational and moral plan 


of the goſpel, appear to me utterly irreconcileable. 


1. Faith, when genuine, always brings forth all the 
fruits of a holy hfe.-2. A man's faith may be ge- 
nuine while he goes any length in fin, and brings 
forth all the fruits of an unkoly life; adultery and 
murder unexcepted. | 

VIII. My quotation from Dr. Owen, which 
ſets calviniſtic contradiction in a molt glaring light, 
ſeems to embarraſs you much, P. 14, &c. You 
produce paſſage upon paſſage out of his writings, to 


ſhew that he explodes the diſtinction of a double 5 


Vol III. X juſtification.“ 
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uſtification.” But you know, Sir, the Doctor had 
as much righi to contraditt himſelf in his writings, 
as you to militate againſt yourſelf in your Review: 
See qth Check, 1ſt Let. Beſides, I have already 
obſerved, that “ a volume of ſuch paſſages, inſtead 
of invalidating the doctrine I maintain,” [or the 
quotation I produce] “ would only prove that the 
moſt judicious Calviniſts cannot make their ſcheme 
hang tolerably together.” However, you ſay, - 

P. 13, 14. © He | Dr. Owen] drops not the leaſt 
intimation of any fieſh act of juſtification, which is 
then to paſs upon a believer's perſon.” — What, Sir, 
bas not the Doctor ſaid, in his Treatiſe upon Juſti- 
fication, p. 222, © Whenever this enquiry is made, 
* not how a inner, &c. ſhall be juſtified, which 
„ is“ [as we are all agreed, by faith, or to uſe the 
Doctor's unſcriptural phraſe] © by the righteouſneſs 
„of Chriſt alone imputed to him: But how a man 
„ that profeſſes evangelical faith in Chriſt ſhall be 
« tried and judged ; and whereon as ſuch,” [i. e. 
as a believer | © he ſhall be ;u/izfzed we grant that 
* Ut zs and muff be by hi own perſonal obedience.” 
Now, Sir, if the Doctor has ſaid this, and you dare 
not deny it; has he not ſaid the very thing which I 
contend for? 

When you afhrm, that he makes no mention of a 
treſi act of juſtification, do you not betray your in- 
attention? Does he not declare, that a „inner is 
juſtified by imputed righteouſneſs, and that a believer 
as ſuch, {hall be tried and Juſtified by bis own per- 
fonal obedience ? Now if juſtification is the ad of 
juſtifying, are you not greatly miſtaken, when you 
repreſent the juſtification of a /enner by Chriſt's im- 

uted righteouſneſs, and the zu/tzfication of a be- 
3 or a /aint, by his own perſonal obedience, as 
one and the /ame att? Permit me, Sir, to refer 
you to the argument contained in the 4th Check ; 
on which, next to the words of our Lord, Matt. 
xii. 37, I chiefly reſt our controverſy about juſtifi- 
cation. An argument, the anſwering of which [if 
it can be anſwered] would have done your cauſe 


more 
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more honour and ſervice, than what you are pleaſed 
to inſinuate next concerning Mr, Weſlley's honeſly 
and mine, | 

D. Williams, out of whoſe book I copied my 
uotation from Dr. Owen, being a Calviniſt, and as 
clear about a ſinner's juſtification by faith as Dr. 
Owen himſelf, tor brevity's ſake left out what the 
Door ſays about it under the Calviniſtic phraſe of 
Chriſt's imputed righteouſneſs. Here, as if D. Wil- 
liams's wiſdom was duplicity in me, p. 14, you tri- 
umph not only over me, but over Mr. Welley, 
thus: * I never dare truſt to Mr. Weſley or Mr. 
Fletcher in any quotations, &c.—More words ex- 


pages by Mr. Fletcher out of the ſhort quotation 


e has taken from Dr. Owen.” —But ſuppoſe I had 
Anaviſhly expunged the worde, which D. Williams 
wiſely left out as uſeleſs to his point, what need was 
there of reflecting upon Mr, Weſley on the occa- 
ſion? O ye dottrines of free-grace and free-wrath, 
how long will ye miftead good men? How long 
will ye hurry them into that part of praclical Anti- 
nomianiſm, which conſiſts in raſh accuſations of 
their opponents, in a lordiy contempt ot their gra- 
cious attainments, and in repeated inſinuations that 
they pay no regard to common honeſty ? 

When a combatant is too warm, he frequently 
you an ugexpetted advantage to his antagoniſt, 

ou are an inſtance of it: Your eagerneſs to re- 
fleet upon Mr. W. and me, has engaged you to pre- 
ſent the world with a clauſe, which, though it was 
uſeleſs to the queſtion debated by D. Williams, is 
of ſingular uſe to me in the preſent controverſy, and 
in a manner decides the point, For in the pallage 
left out by D. Williams, Doctor Owen ſpeaks of 
the juſtification of a inner, and ſays, as I have ob- 
ſerved, that he is © juſtified by the righteouſneſs of 

Chriſt alone imputed to him: And ths jultification 
he evidently oppoſes to that of a belicter, which, 
lays he, “is and muſt be by his own perional obe- 
dience.” So that the world [thanks be to your con- 

X 2 troverſial 
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troverſial * heat !] ſees now, that even your cham- 
pion, in one of thoſe happy moments, when the 
great Diana did not ſtand in his light, ſaw, and held 
forth the important diſlindtion between St. Paul and 
St. James's juſtification; that is, between the juſti- 
fication of a inner by Chriſt's proper merits, accord- 
ing to the fir ſt goſpel-axiom ; and the juſtification of 
a /aint by his own perſonal obedience of faith, or by 
Chriſt's derived merits, according to the ſecond gol- 
pel-axiom. F | 

Nor is this a new diſlinction, you would ſay, a 
novel chimera ”” among proteſtants : For looking 
lately into a Treatiſe upon good Works written by 
La Placette, that famous proteſtant champion and 
confeſſor abroad, who, after he had left his native 
country for righteouſneſs ſake, was miniſter of the 
French church at Copenhagen, p. 272, Amſt. edit. 
1700, I tell upon this paſſage: Les proteſtants de 
leur cote diſtinguent une double juſtification, celle 


Hh « = — * . 0 A g 
an perehcun, c Ce uu jene, &c :“ Inat 18, 


Proteſtants on their part diſtinguiſh a two-fold 
juſtißcation, that of the ner and that of the r2gh- 
„ „„ , RE 


teh, Ne. 2, rde 
« The juſtification of the righteous, conſidered as 
an act of God, implies three things: 1. That God 
acknowledges for righteous, him that is actually ſo: 
2. That he declares him ſuch : And g. that he treats 
him as ſuch,” How different is this three-fold a& 
of God from that which conſtitutes a nner juſti- 
fication ? For his juſtification being allo conſidered 
as the ad of God, implies: 1. That he pardons the 
ſinner : 2. That he admits him to his favour ; And 
3. that under the chriſtian diſpenſation, he witneſſes 
this double mercy to the believing ſinner's heart, by 
giving him a ſenſe of the peace which paſſes all un- 
derſtanding, and a taſte of the glory which ſhall be 
revealed. However, as if all this was a mere 


„ chimera,” you ſay, 


The ſecond inſtance of this heat, ſo favonrable to my cauſe, 


may be ſeen in the Appendix, (No. 10.) 8 0 


* 


The Firſt Part of Check V. 245 


P. 17. Having fully vindicated Dr. Owen from 
the charge you have brought againſt him of holding 
two juſtifications, &c,”— Nay, Sir, you have not 
_ vindicated him at all in this reſpect: All that you 
have proved, is, that he was no ſtranger to your 
logic, and that his love for the great Diana ot the 
Calviniſts, made him inconſiſtently deny at one 
time, what. at another time his hatred of ſin forced 
him to confeſs. Nor 1s this a new thing in myſtic 
Geneva: You know a pious Gentleman, who, aſter 
militating in a book called the Review, againſt the 
_ declarative juſtification by works, which I contend 
for, drops theſe words, which deſerve to be graven 
in braſs, as an eternal monument of Calviniſtic con- 
tradiction. Neither Mr. Shirley, nor I, nor any 
Calviniſt, that I ever heard of, deny that a ſinner“ 
ſhould you not have ſaid @ belzever ? | is declara- 
uvely juſtified by works, both here and at the day of 
judgment,” Review, p. 149- Now, if no Cal- 
viniſt you ever heard of, denies in his luminous in- 
tervals, the very juſtification which I contend for 
in the Checks, do you not give a finiſhing ſtroke to 
Calviniſtic conſiſtency when you lay, p. 18, **I am. 
determined to prove my former aſſertion againſt 
you, viz. that you cannot find one proteſtant divine 
among the Puritans, &c. till the reign of Charles 
II, who held your dottrines ?“ | you mean thoſe of 
a finner's juſtification by faith, and of a ſaint's juſ- 
tiication by works, according to Gal. ii. 16. and 
Matt. xii. g7.] Is it not granted on all ſides, that 
they held the former juſtification? And do you 
tell the world, No Calviniſt that you ever heard of, 
denied the latter? However, while you thus can- 
didly confeſs, that all proteitant divines geld thoſe 
capital doctrines of the Checks, I ſhould not do you 
Juſtice, if 1 did not acknowledge, that few, if an 
of them, held them unzformly and confeſtently in 
England, till Baxter began to make a firm ſtand 
againſt © Antinomian dotages.” | 
IX. P. 20. You produce theſe words of mine 
taken from the 4th Check, © Your imputation ſtands 


Z upon 
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upon a prepoſterous ſuppoſition, that Chriſt the 
righteous was an execrable ſinner.“ To this you 
reply with the warmth of a gentleman, who bas 
learned politeneſs in myſtic Geneva: © I tell you, 
„% Rev. Sir, with the bluntneſs and honeſty of an 
„ Engliſhman, that this is execrable Swiſs {lander.” 
— Now, Sir, that which you call “ execrable Swiſs 
ander,“ is flerling Engliſh truth, I prove by theſe 
quotations from your tavourite divine Dr. Criſp, 
who, as quoted by D. Williams, ſays, p. 328: God 
makes Chriſt as very a finner as the creature himſelf 
was, —Again, p. 270, Nor are we /o completely fin- 
Ful, but Chriſt, being made ſin, was as completely 
ſinful as we. — And it is weil known, that Luther, 
in one of his unguarded moments, called Chriſt the 
greateſt, and con ſequenily the moſt execrable inner 
in the world, Now Sir, if“ Chr:/t was ſo compleatly 
ſinful as we,” [to ule the words of your oracle, ] 
does it not follow, that he was a SINNER as com- 
' pletely EXECRABLE as we are? And that you de- 
viate a little from brotherly kindneſs, when you 
call Criſp's Calviniſtic miſtake, an execrable flander 
of mine? 

$ X. P. 21, 22. You find fault wich my ſaying, 
Ils this [ Chriſt's praying for Peter] a proof that he 
never prayed for Judas ?* And you declare, that 
this“ af/ertzon ® | you ſhould have ſaid query] ** does 
little honour to the advocacy of Chnift.” Permit me, 
Sir, to explain mylelf, Tho' I believe with Biſhop 
Latimer, that Chrift ſhed as much blacd for Judas 
&s for Peter, I never ſaid nor believed, aa you inſi- 
nuate, That Chrift took more pains for the ſalva- 
tion of Judas than for that of Peter.“ You cannot 
juſtly iner it from my mentioning a matter of fact 
recorded in ſcripture, viz. that once our Lord pe 
to Judas, when he only /ooked at Peter; for he had 
explicitly warned Peter before. Therefore in either 
caie, Chriſt ſhewed himſelf void [not of a peculiar 
regard tor Peter's peculiar fincerty, but] of Cal- 
viniſtie partiality. Again, I am perſuaded, that 
duiing the day of Judas's viſitation, Chrilt pray ed 


tor 
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for him, and ſincerely too: for if Chriſt had borne: 
him a grudge, and in conſequence of it, had always 
made mental reſerves, and excepted him, when he 
prayed for his apoſtles; would he not have broken 
the ſecond table of the law? And might he not be 
propoſed as a pattern of inveterate malice, rather 
than of perfect charity? 

You reply, p. 22. If this were the caſe,” i. e. 
it our Lord prayed for Judas]! thoſe words of his, 
I know thou heareſt me always, mult be untrue; for 
when he prayed for Judas, his prayer was rejected.“ 
But is your interence juſt ? Chriſt always prayed 
with divine wiſdom, and according to his Father's 
will, Therefore he prayed conſiſtently with the 
eternal decree, that moral agents {hall be invited, 
drawn, and gently moved, but not forced to obe 
the goſpel. Now, it our Lord prayed conditivantly 
for BT [as he certainly did for ad his murderers, 
ſince they were not all forgiven | he might ſay, 1 
know thou heare/t me always; and yet Judas might, 
by his perverſeneſs, as a free-agent, rejett agazn/# 
himſelf the gracious counle] of God, till he was ab- 
ſolutely given up. Thus our ſcheme of doctrine, 
inſtead of diſhonouring Chriſt's advocacy, repreſents 
it in a rational and ſcriptural light; while your's, I 
fear, wounds his character in the tendereſt part, and 
fixes upou him the blot of cunning uncharitableneſls, 
and protound diſſimulation. 

.C XI. P. 25. You ſay: © Time would fail me 
to pretend to enumerate the many grols miſtepre- 
ſentations, &c. However as you have actually te- 
preſented me as ſaying, that the more a belicver 
{ins upon earth, the eier he will be in heaven, 
beg you will point out to me where, in the plain 
ealy ſenſe of my words, I have ſpoken any ſuch 
thing; or where I h-ve ever uſed fo ludicrous an 
expreſſion as mrth, &c, when ſpeaking of thoſe 
pleaſures which are at God's right hand for ever. 
more.“ 

I conclude my antinomian creed thus, 4th Check, 
p-. 107. Aduitery, inceſt, and murder thall 1355 
i 
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ö the whole, make me holier upon carth and merrier 
in heaven.” —['wo lines below, I obſerve that, I 
am indebted to you for al the dottrines, and mo 
of the expreiſions of this creca.“ — You have there. 
fore no righꝭ to ſay, Where have I uſed th- expre/- 
fron merry, for I never ſaid you have uſed it, though 
| our Lord has, Luke xv. 32. Bur as you have a 
right to ſay, Where is the Doctrine? I reply: In 
| your 4th Letter: Where you tell us, that, a grzevous 
fall will make believers ing louder in heaven to all 
eternity. Now as louder lonys are a certain indica— 
tion of greater jov, where nothing is done in hypo- 
criſy, I deſire even Calviniſts to fay, if I have'wreſted 
* the plain, eaſy ſenſe of your words,” in obſervin 
that, according to your ſcheme, apoſtates ſhall be 
merrier, or, if you pleaſe, more joyful in heaven for 
their grzevors falls on earth. | | 
P. 27. Now, Sir, give me leave to pluck a fea- 
ther out of your high-ſoaring wings, &c. by aſking 
you ſimply, Whence have you taken it?“ [this 
quotation ſo called] * Did I ever aſſert any thing 
like this? &c. Prove your point, and then I will 
confeſs that you are no calumniator of God's peo- 
ple.” I anſwer, 
1. I did not produce as @ quetaizon the words 
which you allude to: I put them in commas, as ex- 
reſſive of the /entiments of many good men 
> then could you think, that you alone are many 
ood men? 2. But you ſay that you, for one, un- 
derſtand the words of St. John, He that does righs 
teouſneſs is righteous, of perſonal holineſs; Now to 
rove me a“ calummator,” you have only to prove 
that David did righteouſneſs when he defiled Uriah's 
wife; for you teach us directly, or 1ndirettly, that 
when he commited that crime he was“ zndefiled,” 
and continued to be © a man after God's own heart,” 
i. e. a 72yhteous man, for the Lord alloweth the 
righteous, but the ungodly does his foul abhor.“ 
g. However, it I have miſtaken one of the ſcrip- 
tures, on which you found your doctrine, I have 
not miſtaken the ddt ine itlelt, What are the woe 
| Or 
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for which you call me © a calumnzator,” and charge 
me with ** horrid perverſion, falſehood, and baſe diſ- 
ingenutty 9” Why, I have repreſented *© many good 
men” as /aying | by the general tenor of their doe- 
trines of grace, the abfolute perſeverance of fallen, 
adulterous, idolattous, inceſtuous believers, ] © Let 
not Mr. W. deceive you: He that actually liveth 
with another man's wife, worſhips abominable idols, 
and commits inceſt with his father's wife, may not 
only be righteous, but complete in imputed righte- 
dul &c. This is the doctrine I charge upon 
many good men: And it yon, for one, ſay, “ Did 
I ever aſſert any thing like this?” I reply, Yes, 
Sir, in your 4th Letter, which is a profeſſed attempt 
to prove, that believers may, like adulterous David, 
idolatrous Solomon, and the inceſtuous Corinthian, 
go any length in [in without ceaſing to /tand complete 
in, what I beg to call, Calviniſtic „ 
Thus, inſtead of © plucking a feather out of my 
wings,” you wing the arrow wntch 1 let Hy at your 
great Diana | 
XII. For brevity's ſake, I ſhall reduce my 
anſwer to the reſt of your capital charges into plain 
queries, not doubting but my judicious readers will 
{ce their unreaſonableneſs, without the help of ar- 
guments. | | 
1. Is it right in Mr. Hill to call p. g4, 36. my 
Extrad from Flavel, © a citation,” and © a quola- 
tion; and then to charge me with © diſingenuity,. 
groſs perverſion, expunging, &c.“ becauſe I have 
not ſwelled my extrad by tranſcribing all Flavel's 
book, or becauſe I have taken only what ſuits the 
preſent times, and what is altogether confiſtent ? 
Eſpecially, when I have obſerved, 4th Check, p. 
36, That, when Flavel encounters antinomian er— 
rors as a diſciple of Calvin, his hands hang down, 
Amalek prevails, and a ſhrewd logician could, with 
out any magical power, force him to confeſs, that 
moſt of the errors, which he ſo juſtly oppoſes, are 
the natural conſequences of Calviniſm ? 


1 
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2. Is it right in Mr. Hill to — me p. 57, 


with“ baſe forgeries; and to.repreſent me, p. 56, 
as * deſcending to the poor, illiberal arts of forgery, 
and defamation,” becauſe I have preſented the pub. 
lic with a parable, in the dreſs of a royal proclama- 
tion, which I produce as a mere “ iluſtration, — 
becauſe I charge him with indirectly propagatin 
tenets which as neceſſarily flow from e dottrines of 
grace, as light does from the ſun,—and becauſe I 
have diſtinguiſhed by commas, a Creed framed with 
his avowed principles; although I have added theſe 
words, to ſhew that I took the compoſition of it up. 
on mvſelf : “ You ſpeak indeed in the third perfon, 
and I in the fif}, but this alters not the dot: ine. 
Some clauſes and ſentences I have added, not to 
miſrepreſent and blacken,” hog what need 1s there 
of blackening the ſable mantle of midnight ?]“ but 
to introduce, connect, and illuſtiate your ſenti- 
ments.“ | 
g. Angry as the phariſees were at our Lord, when 
hs expoſed their errors by parables, did they ever 
charge him with baſe forgery, becauſe his © illuſtra- 
tions“ were not true ſtories? Is it not ſtrange that 
this admirable way of defending © the truth,” ſhould 
have been found out by the grand defender of * the 
doctrines of grace? - Again, if marking with com- 
mas a paragraph of our compoſing, to diſtinguiſh it 
rom our own real ſentiments, is a crime; is not 
Mr. Hill as criminal as myſelf ? Does he not, p. 
31, preſent the public with a card of his own com- 
poſing, in which he holds forth the ſuppoſed ſenti- 
ments of many clergymen, and which he diſtin- 
guiſhes with commas thus: © The Feather's Tavern 


fraternity preſent compliments to Meſſrs. J. Wef- 


* ley and Fletcher, &c.”—Shall what paſſes for wit 
in the author of Pietas Oxonienſis, be gro/s diſin- 
genuity, and baſe forgery in the author of the Vin— 
dication ?—O ye candid Calviniſts, partial as your 
ſyſtem is, can you poſſibly approve ot /uck glaring 
partiality ? 

4. Is 
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4. Is it right in Mr. Hill to take his leave of nie 
in this abrupt manner, p. 39, 40: The unfair 
quotations you have made, and the ſhocking miſ- 
repreſentations and calumnies you have been guilty 
of, will for the future prevent me from looking into 
any of your books, if you ſhould write a thouſand 
volumes: And this eſpecially under pretence, that 
I have © ſhametully perverted and miſrepreſented the 
doctrines of Anthony Burgels,” when I have ſim- 

y produced a quotation from him, in which there 
is not a ſhadow of miſrepreſentation, as the reader 
will ſee by comparing 4th Check, p. 41, 42, with 


the laſt paragraph of the XIIth Sermon of Mr, Bur- 


geſs on Grace and Aſſurance ? 


XIII. This perpetual noiſe about gro/s miſ- 


repreſentations, ” gg perverſtons, interpolations, 
baſe forgeries, &c. becomes Mr. Hill as little as 
any man; his own inaccuracy in quotation cating 
that of the moſt inattentive writer I am acquainte 

with. Our readers have ſeen, on what a /lender 
baſis he reſts his charge of © baſe forgeries: I 
beg leave to ſhew them now, on what /ol:d4 ground 
I reſt my charge of uncommon znaccuracy ; and not 
to intrude too long upon their patience, I ſhall juſt 


produce a few inſtances only out of his F:ntfhing 
Stroke, | 


1. That 


To produce ſuch inſtances out of the Review, would be al- 
molt endleſs. One however, Mr. Hill /orces me to touch upon 
a ſecond time. This is the caſe, The {word of the Spirit which 
Mr. Weſley uſes, is two-edged, When he defends the Ai 
golpel-axzom againſt the Phariſees, he preaches Salvation, not 
by the merit of works, but by N Chriſt ; And when he 
defends the /econd goſpel-axiom againſt the Antinomians, he 
preaches Salvation, not by the merit of works, but by works as a 
condition. No ſooner did the Calviniſts ſee this laſt propoſition 
at full length in the Minutes, than they took the alarm, fondly 


imagining that Mr. Weſley wanted to overthrow the proteſtant 


|  dotirine of ſalvation by faith. To convince them of their miſ- 
take, I appealed to Mr. Weſley's works in general, and to the 
nutes in particular, two ſentences of which evidently ſhew, 
that he had not the leaſt intention of ſetting aſide faith in Chriſty 
in order to make way for the anti-chriſtian merit of works. Ac- 
cordingly I laid thoſe ſentences before my readers, taking ſpecial 


care 
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1. That performance does not do my ſermon juſ. 


tice, for p. * Mr. Hill quotes me ſo: They 


[good works | are declarative of our free juſtifica. 
tion: whereas my manuſcript runs thus: * They 
are the declarative cauſe of our free juſtification,” 
Viz. in the day of trial and of judgment, The word 
Cauſe here is of the utmoſt importance to my doc. 
trine, powerfully guarding the Minutes and unde. 
filed religion. Whether it is left out becauſe it 
ſhews at once the abſurdity of pretending that m 
old ſermon “is the beſt confutation of Mr. Wel, 
ley's Minutes; or becauſe Mr. Hill's copier omit- 
ted it firſt, is beſt known to Mr, Hill himſelf. 

| 2. I ſay 


care to ſhow by commas, that I produce two different parts of 
the Minutes, thus: Not by the merit of works,” but by“ bee 
lieving in Chriſt.” Here is not a ſhadow of diſingenuity; either 
as to the quotations, for they are fairly taken from the Minutes ; 
or as to the ſenſe of the whole ſentences; for fifty volumes, and 
myriads of hearers can teſtify, that it perfectly agrees with Mr., 
W's well known doctrine. But what does Mr. Hill? Biaſſed 
by bis ſyſtem, he tampers with my quotations ; he takes off the 
two commas aftex the word works ; he overlooks the two com- 
mas before the word believing ! he inadvertently, I hope] throws 
my two diflinf quotations into one; and by that means adds to 
them the words ** but by,” which I had particularly excluded. 
When he has thus turned my two juſt quotations into ove that 
is falſe, he is pleaſed to put me imo the Geneva-pillory for „is 
- cron miſſake; and as his doctrines of Grace teach him to kill two 
birds with one ſtone, he involves Mr. Weſley in my gratuitous 
diſgrace, thus: © Forgeries of this kind bave long paſſed for no 
* crime with Mr, Weſley ; I did not think you would have fol- 
% Jowed him in theſe ungenerous artifices,” Review. p. 27. 

Upon the remonſtrance I made about this ſtrange way o 11 7 
ceeding [ ſee note, IV Check, p. 49.] 1 hoped that Mr. Hill 
would have banged down his head a moment, and dropt the 
point for ever. But no: He muſt give a finiſhing ſtroke, and 
drive home the nail of his raſh accuſation, by calling my remarks 
upon his miſtakes, © Attempts to vindicate that moſt ſhameful 
* falſe quotation, he [Mr. Fletcher] has twice made from the 
© Minutes,” Log. Well. p. 35. And to prove that my attempts 
have been unſucceſsful, he produces paſſages out of a 1 
which repreſent © His Majeſty“ = ſtealing bread.“ = Her 
„ Majeſiy! committed 10 the houſe of correction. To this 
I an{wer, that if ſuch unconneQed quotations [of « hich I only 
give here the ſubſtance] were properly diſtinguithed by W 
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2. I ſay in the 4th Check, © To vindicate what 
I beg leave to call God's honeſty, permit me to ob- 
ſerve firſt, that I had rather believe, Joſeph told 
once © a groſs untruth,” than to ſuppole that God 
perpetually equivocates.” For undoubtedly of two 
evils I would chuſe the leaſt, if a cogent dilemma 
obliged me to chuſe either. But this is not the caſe 
here; the dilemma is not forcible; for in the next 
lines I ſhow, that Joſeph, inſtead of * telling a 
groſs untruth,” only ſpake the language of brotherly 
kindneſs. However, wiihout paying any regard to 
my vindication of Joſeph's Ipeech, Mr. Hill catches 
at the conditional words, I had rather believe: 


if they were ſ-parated by intervening words ; and if they did 
not in the leaſt miſrepreſent the author's ſenſe ; it would be great 
injuſtice to call them either a moſt ſhameful falſe quotation,” 
or a forgery.” Now theſe three particulars meet in my two 
quotations trom the minutes: 1. They are both properly diſtin- 
guiſhed with commas : 2. They are parted by intervening 
words: And, g. They do not in the leaſt mz/repreſent Mr, 
Weſley's meaning: Whereas [to ſay nothing more of the 
commas expunged in the Review, ] no word intervenes between 
Mr, Hill's ſuppoſed quotations out of the papers: and they form 
a /hameful miſrepreſentation of the publiſher's meaning. 

h ! but, as the quotations from the Minutes are linked, 
they * ſpeak a language directly oppoſite to the Minutes theme 
{clves.”—So ſays Mr. Hill, without p: oducing the thadow of a 
proof. But upon the arguments of the five Checks, I affirm 
that the two goſpel-axioms, or my /nked quotatſons and the 
Minutes, agree as perfectly with each other, as thoſe propoſitions 
of St. Paul, to which they anſwer : © By grace ye are ſav d, 
through faith.“ Therefore, Work out your ſalvation with 
ear.” 

« From this redoubled ſtroke of Mr, Hill, I am tempted to 
think, that, like Juſtice, Logica Genevenſis has a covering over 
her eyes; but alas! for a very different reaſon, —Like her alſo 
the has a balance iu ner left hand; but it is to weigh out and vend 
her own aſſertions as proofs. And, like her, the holds a /word 
in her right hand; but alas! it is often to wound brotherly love, 
and flab evangelical truth. Bring her into the field of contro- 
verſy, and ſhe willat once cut down Chriſt's doctrine as dreadful 
hereſy. Set her in the judgment-ſeat to paſs ſentence over good 
works, and cver honr/t men, that do not bow at ner ſhrine; and 
without demur ſhe will pronounce, that the former are dung, 
aud that the latter are knaves. 
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Juſt as if I had ſaid, I do a&Qnally believe, he turns 
them into a peremptory declaration of my faith, and 
three times repreſents me as af/erizng what 1 never 
{aid nor believed: thus: P. 38, Your wonderful 
@//ertton, that Joſeph told his brethren a groſs un- 
truth: — Again, * Still you declare it to be your 
opinion, that Joſeph told his brethren a groſs un. 
truth :”—Once more, p. 39, © The repeated words 
of inſpiration you venture to call groſs untruth.“ 
Solomon ſays, ** Who can ſtand before envy? And 
J aſk, Who can ſtand before Mr. Hill's inattention ? 
I am ſure neither I, nor Mr. Weſley. At this rate 
he can undoubtedly find a bla/phemy in every page, 
and a Farago in every book. | 
3. Take another inſtance of the ſame want of 
exattneſs. I ſay, in the 4th Check, © I never 
thought Mr. Whitefield was clear in the doctrine of 
our Lord, 1: the day of judgment by thy words ſhalt 
thou be juſtified, for it he had ſeen it in a proper 
light he would inſtantly have renounced Calviniſm.” 
— This paſſege Mr. Hill quotes thus, in Italics and 
commas, p. 23. You never thought him clear in our 
Lord's dodirine, for if he had, he would have re- 
« nounced Calvint/m,” The inaccuracy of this quo- 
tation confilis in omit:ing thoſe important words of 
our Lord, In the day of Judgment, &c. By this 
omiſſion the ſenſe of the preceding clauſe is left in- 
definite, and I am repreſented'as ſaying, that Mr, 
Whitefield was not clear in any dodrine of our 
Lord, no not in that of the fall, repentance, ſalvation 
by fauh, the new birth, &c. This one miſtake of 
Mr. Hill is ſufficient to make me paſs for a mere 
coxcomb in all che calviniſtic world. 
4. It is by the like inattention that Mr. Hill pre- 
judices alſo againſt me the friends of Mr. Welley. 
In the 4th Check, after having anſwered an objec- 
tion of the Rev. Mr. Hill againſt Mr. Weſley, I 
roduce that objection again for a fuller anſwer, and 
ſay, „ But ſuppoſing, that Mr. Weſley had not pro- 
perly conſidered, &c. what would you infer from 


thence ? &c. Weigh your argument, &c. wr * was 
WI 
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will find it is wanting :” Then I immediately pro- 
duce Mr. Hill's objettion in the form of an argu- 
ment, thus: * Twenty-three, or, if you pleaſe, 
three years ago, Mr, Welley wanted clearer light,” 
&c, Now, what I evidently produce as a ſuppoſes 
{ton, and as the Rev. Mr. Hill's own argument un- 
folded, in order to anſwer it, my opponent fathers 
upon me thus,“ Ie following are your own words.” 
* Three years ago Mr. Weſley wanted clearer light,” 
&c,—True, they are my own words; but to do me 
juſtice Mr, Hill ſhould have produced them as I do, 
namely as a /uppoſetton, and as the drift of his bro- 
ther's objection in order to ſhew its frivolouſneſs. 
This is partly ſuch a miſtake as if Mr. Hill ſaid, 
Ilie following are David's own words, * Tuſh! there 
is no God.” 

However, he is determined to improve his own 
overſight, and he does it by aſking, p. 17, © What 
* then is become of thouſands of Mr. Weſley's fol- 
* lowers, who died before this clearer light came?“ 
—An argument this, by which the moſt ignorant 
papiſts in my pariſh perpetually defend their idola- 
trous fuperiions 2 „What is become of all our 
+ forefathers, ſay they, before Luther and Calvin? 
„Were they all damned ?*''—Is it not ſurpriſing, 
that Mr. Hill, not contented to produce a popiſh 
ir1ar's converſation, ſhould have thus recourſe to the 
argument of every popiſh cobler, who attacks the 
doctrines of the Reformation? O Logica Gene- 
venſis! how doſt thou ſhew thyſelf the genuine ſiſter 
ot Logica Romana! 

5. I return to the miſtakes, by which Mr. Hill 
has ſupported before the world his charge of “ ca- 
lumny.” I ſay, in the 2d Check, How few of 
our celebrated pulpits are theie, where more has 
not been ſaid at times for ſin than againſt it?“ 
Mr. Hill, p. 7, ſays, The miniſters, who preach 
in theſe (our molt celebrated pulpits) are condem- 
ned without exception, as ſuch pleaders for ſing 
that they /ay more for it, than againſt it.” Here 
are two capital miſtakes : 1. The queſtion, How 
Y 2 few? 
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few? &c. evidently leaves room for ſome exceptions; 


but Mr. Hill repreſents me, as condemning our moſt 
celebrated pulpits “ without exception.” 2. This is 
not all : To mitigate the queſtion, I added at times, 
words by which I give my readers to underſtand, 
that fin is in general attacked in our celebrated pul- 
pits, and that it is only at times, that is, on ſome 
particular oecafion, or in ſome part of a fermon, 
that the miniſters alluded to, fay more for fin than 
againſt it. Now, Mr. Hill, leaves out of his quo. 
ta ion the word at times, and by that means effec- 
tually repreſents me as © a calumniator of God's 
people: For what is frue with the limitation that 
I nſe, becomes a fal/chood when uſed without it. 
This omiſſion of Mr. Hill is the more ſingular, as 
my putting the word, at times, in Italics, indicates 
that I want my readers to lay a peculiar ſtreſs upon 
it on account of its importance. One more inſlance 
of Nr, Hill's inaccuracy, and I have done. | 

6. P. 7, 8. He preſents his readers with a long 
paragraph, produced as a quotation from the ſecond 
Check. Jt is made up ot fome detached ſentences 
picked here and there from that piece, and put to- 
gether with as much wiſdom as the patches which 
make-up a fool's coat. And among theſe ſentences 
he has introduced this, which is not mine in ſenſe, 
any more than in expreſſion, They | celebrated 
ntbers] handle no texts of ſcripture without diſ- 
toiting them,” for 1 iniinuaie juſt the contrary, in 
the 2d Check. 

7. But the greateſt fault I find with that paragraph 
of Mr. Hill's book, is the concluſion, which runs 
thus, —“ They [celebrated miniſters | do the devil's 
* work, till they and their congregation all go to 
* hell together. [A] Second Check, p. 97, 103.” 
— Now in neither of the pages quoted by Mr. Hill, 
nor indeed any where elſe, did 1 ever ſay ſo wild 
and wicked a thing. Nothing could engage my 
pious opponent to father ſuch a horrid aſſertion 
upon me, but the great and ſevere Diana, that 
engages him to father abſolute reprobation upon 


God: It 
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It is true however, that, alluding to the words of 
our Lord, Matt. xxv. I ſay, in the 2d Check, © It. 
« theſe ſhall go into everlaſting puniſhment,” &c. 
But who are theſe? All celebrated miniſters, with 
all their congregations! So ſays Mr. Hill, but hap- 
pily for me, my heart ſtarts from the thought with 
the greateſt deteſtation, and my pen has teſtihed, - 
that theſe condemned wreiches are in general, O- 
flinate workers of iniquity,” and in particular unre- 
newed anti-Caluiniſts, and . impenitent Nicolaitang. 
Page 97. the very page which Mr. Hill quotes, ] I 
deſcribe the unrenewed anti-Calviniits thus, ** Stub- 
born ſons of Belial, ſaying, Lord, thy Father is 
« merciful; and if thou didſt die for all, why not 
for us ? ””—" Obſtinate Phariſees, who plead the 
good they did in their owa name to ſuperſede the 
* Redeemer's merit,” —Impenitent Nicolaitans, or 
Antinomians, I deſcribe thus, p. 101, 132. Ob- 
„ ſtinate violators of God's law —who ſcorned per- 
% ſonal holineſs—rejetted Chriſt's word of com- 
mand—have gone on {till in their wickedneſs 
have continued in doing evil have been unlaith- 
ful unto death and have defiled their garments 
to the laſt,” —Is it poſſible that Mr. Hill ſhould 
take this for a deſctiption of all celebrated miniſters, 
and of al their congregations ; and that upon ſo 
glaring a miſtake, he ſhould repreſent me as making 
them“ a go to hell together ? 

XIV. O ye pzous Calviniſts, whether ye fill 
our celebrated pulpi:s, or attend upon them that do, 
tar from ſending you * all to hell together,” as you 

are told I do, I exult in hope of meeting you all 
together in heaven 1 lie not; I ſpeak the truth in 
him ns etl: yo Raty us by our words ; even now I 
enjoy a foretaſte of heaven in lying at your feet in 
ſpirit ; and my conſcience bears me witneſs, that 
though I try to detect and oppoſe your miſtakes, 
lincerely love and honour your perſans. My regard 
for you, as zealous defenders of the fir/t goſpel-ax- 
10m is unalterable. Though your miſtaken zeal 
ſhaould prompt you to think or ſay all manner of 

| | 8 evil 


258 Logica Genevenſis continued: Or, 


evil againſt me, becauſe I help Mr. Weſley to de. 
fend the ſecond; 1 am determined to offer you ſtill 


the right hand of fellowſhip; And if any of you 


ſhould honour me fo far as to accept it, I {hall think 
myſelf peculiarly happy ; for, next to Jeſus and 
Truth, the eſteem and love of good men is what I 
conſider as the moſt invaluable bleſhng. A deſire 
to recover the intereſt I once had in the brotherly 


kindneſs of ſome of you, has in part engaged me to. 


clear myſelf from the miſtaken charges of calumny 
and forgery, by which my haſty opponent has pre- 
Judiced you againſt me, and my Checks. It you 
find, that he has defended your cauſe with carnal 
weapons, hope with me that precipilalion and 100 
warm a 2eal for your doctrines, have miſled him, 
and not malice or difingenutty. 

Hope it alſo, ye Anti-Calviniſts, conſidering that 
if St. James and St. John, through mere bigotry 
and impatience of oppoſition, were once ready t 
command fire from heaven to come down upon the 
Samaritans, it is no wonder that Mr. Hill, in an 


unguarded moment, ſhould have commanded the 


fire of his Calviniſtic zeal to kindle againſt Mr. 
Weſley and me. As you do not unchriſtian now 
the two raſh apoſtles for a fin, of which they imme. 

diately repented ; let me beſeech you to confirm your 
love towards Mr. Hill, who has probably repented 
already of the miſtakes, into which his peculiar ſen. 


timents have betrayed his good nature and good 


breeding. 3 
& XV, I return to you, honored Sir, and beg 


vou would forgive me the liberty I have taken, to 


lay before the public what I ſhould have been glad 


to have buried in eternal oblivion : But your Fi. 


niſhing Stroke has been ſo heavy and deſperate, as to 


make this addition to Logica Cenevenſis nece ſſary to 
clear up my doctrine, to vindicate my honeſty, to 
point out the ien Author of the Farrago, and 


give the world a new ſpecimen of the arguments, 


by which your ſyſtem muſt be defended, when rea- 


fon, conſcience, and ſcripture, [the three moſt for- 


midable 


* 


dy 
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midable batteries in the world] begin to play upon 
its ramparts. | 20 U | 

You © earneſtly entreat me in your Poſtſcript, to 

ubliſh a manuſcript fermon on Rom. xi. 5, 6, that 
1 reached about eleven years ago in my church, in 
defence of the firſt goſpel- axiom. You are pleaſed 
to call it three times ** excellent,” and you preſent 
the public with an extract from it, made up of ſome 
unguarded paſſages; detached from thoſe that in a 
great degree guard them, explain my meaning, con- 
firm the doctrine of the Checks, and ſap the foun- 
dation of your miſtakes. As I am not leſs willing 
to defend free-grace, than to plead for fazthful obe- 
dience; I ſhall gladly grant your requeſt, ſo far at 
leaſt as to ſend my old ſermon into the world with 
additions in brackets, juſt as I preached it again laſt 
ſpring; aſſuring you that the greateſt addition is in 


tavour of free-grace, By thus complying with your 


* earneſt entreaty,” I ſhall ſhew my reſpect, meet 
you half way, gratify the curiolity of our readers, 
and yet give them a ſpecimen of what appears to me 
a free, guarded goſpel. 
That Diſcourſe will be the principal piece of An 
Equal Check to Plariſaiſin and Antinomianiſm, 
which I have prepared for the preſs. Upon the plan 


of the doctrines it contains, I do not deſpair to ſee 


moderate Calviniſts, and unprejudiced anti-Calvi- 


niſts, acknowledge their mutual orthodoxy, and em- 


brace one another with mutual forbearance. May. 
you and I ſet them the example! In the mean- 
time, may the brotherly love, with which we for- 
give each other the real or apparent unkindneſs of 
our publications, continue and increaſe ! May the 
charity that is not provoked, and hopet!: all things, 
uniformly influence our hearts! So ſhall the words 


that drop from our lips, or diſtil from our pens, 


evidence that we are, or deſire to be the c follow. 
ers of the meek, gentle, and yet impartial, plain, 
ſpoken Lamb of God. For his ſake, to whom we 
are both ſo greatly indebted, reſtore me to your 


tormer benevolence, and be perſuaded that notwith- 


Rtanding | 


r OF "OO _ 


— 
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ſtanding the ſeverity of your Finiſhing Stroke, and 
the plainneſs of my anſwer, I really think it an ho- 
nour, and feel it a pleaſure, to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
honoured and dear Sir, your affettionate and obedi- 
ent Servant in the Goſpel of our common Lord, 


MADELEY, J. FLETCHER. 
Sept. 13, 177. 


* 


„ 


AN APPENDIX 


Upon the remaining difference between the Cal. 

viniſts and the Anti-Calviniſts, wich reſpett to 
our Lord's doctrine of Juſtification &y WorDs, 
and St, James's doctrine of Juſtification BY 
WORKS. | 


8 Has force my Opponents out of the laſt intrench. 
ment in which they defend their miſtakes, and 
from behind which they attack the Juſtification by 
words and works peculiarly inſiſted on by our Lord 


and St. James; 1 only nced to ſhew how far we 


agree with reipect to that juſtification ; to ſtate the 
difference that iemains between us; and to prove the 
unreaſonablenels of conſidering us as Papiſls, be- 
cauſe we oppole an unſcriptural, and irrationa] diſ- 
tinQtion, that leaves Mr. Fulſome in full poſſe ſſion 
of all his antinomian dotages, 
On both ſides we agree to maintain, in oppoſition 
to Socinians and Deiſts, that the grand, the primary, 
and properly metitorious cauſe of our juſtification, 
from firſt to laſt, both in the day of converſ;vn and 
in the day of judgment, is only the precious atone- 
ment, and the infinite merits of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, —We all agree likewiſe, that in the day of 
converſion, faith is the 2zn/trumental cau/2 oi our 
juſtification before God. — Nay, if I uäſtake not, 
we come one ſtep nearer each other, for we equally 
hold, that after converſion the works of faith are in 
ek e | this 


+ 
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this world, and will be in the day of judgment, the 
evidencing cauſe of our juſtification : That is, the 
works of faith | under the above-mentioned primary 
cauſe of our ſalvation, and in ſubordination to the 
faith that gives them+-birth ] are now, and will be in 
the great day, the evidence that ſhall in{tramentally 
cauſe our jullification as believers, Thus Mr. Hill 
ſays, Review, p. 149. Neither Mr. Shirley, nor 
« I, nor any Calviniſt that I ever heard of, deny, 
„that, though a ſinner be juſtified in the fight of 
Go by Chrift alone, he is declarattvely juſtified 
® by works, both here and at the Day of Judg- 
„ ment,” And Mr. Madan, in his Sermon on Jul- 
tihcation by Works, &c. ſtated, explained, and re- 
conciled with Juſtification by Faith, &c. ſays, p. 
29. By Chriit only are we mer:torzoufty juſtified, 
and by faith only are we 22/tumentally juſtified 2 
* the fight of GOD: but by works, and not by faith 
„only, ate we de, laratively juſlified before men and 
« angels,” PF:om theſe two quotations, which 
could eaſily be multiplied to twenty, it is evident, 
that pious Calviniſts hold the doctrine of a juſtifi- 
cation by the works of faith, or, as Mr. Madan ex- 
PR it, after St. James, by works and not by faith 
only. 

It remains now to ſhew wherein we diſagree. At 
fir ſt ſight the difference ſeems trifling, but upon cloſe 
examination it appears, that the whole Antinomian 
gulpht ni remains fixed between us. Read over the 
preceding quotations; weigh the clauſes which I 
have put in Italics ; compare them with what Mr. 
Berridge ſays in his Chriſtian world unmaſked, p. 
26, of * an ab/alute impoſſibility of being juſtified 
in any manner by our works,“ namely before God; 
and you will ſee, that altho' pious Calviniſts allow, 
we are juſtified by works before men and angels, yet 
they deny our being ever juſlified by works before. 
God, in whoſe ſight they ſuppoſe we are for ever 
* 7uſtified by Chriſt alone,” i. e. only by Chriſt's good 
works and ſufferings abſolutely imputed to us, from 
the very firſt moment in which we make a ſingle act 

ot 
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of true faith, if not from all eternity. Thus works 
are ſtill entirely excluded from having any band ei- 
ther in our intermediate or final juſtification before 
God, and thus they are ſtill repreſented as tota/ly 
needleſs to our eternal ſalvation. Now, in duett 
oppoſition to the above-mentioned diſtinttion, we 
Ant'-Calvinifts believe, that adul! perſons cannot be 
ſaved without being juſtified by fart as ſinners, aC- 
cording to the light of their diipenſation ; and by 
works as believers, according to the time and oppor- 
tunities they have of working :—We affert, that the 
works of faith are not leſs neceſſary to our juſtifica- 
tion before God as believers; than faith itſelf is ne- 
ce ſſary to our juſtification before him, as linners:— 
And we maintain, that when faith does not produce 
good works | much more when it produces the worlt 
works, ſuch as adultery, hypocriſy, treachery, mur- 
der, &c.] it dies, and juſtifies no more; ſeeing it is 
a living, and not a dead faith, that juſtifies us as 
finners; even as they are /zving, and not dead Works, 
that juſtify us as believers. I have already expoſed 
the abſurdity of the doftrine, that works are neceſ- 
fary to our final juſtification before men and angels, 
but not before God However, as this diſtinction is 
one of the grand ſubterfuges of the decent antino— 
mians, and one of the pleas by which the hearts of 
the {imple are moſt eaſily deceived into ſolifidianiſm, 
to the many arguments that I have already produced 
upon this head, in the 6th Let. of the IVth Check, 
I beg leave to add thoſe which follow : 

1. The way of making up the antinomian gap by 
ſaying, that works are neceſſary to our intermediate 
and final juſtification before men and angels, but not 
before God, is as bad as the gap itſelf. —If God is for 
me, ſays judicious Mr. Fulſome, who can be againſt 
me ? It God has for ever juſtified me © only by 
Chriſt,” and if works have abſolutely no place in 
my juſtification before him, what care I for men and 
angels? Should they juſtify when God condemns, 
what would their abſolution avail ? And it they 
condemn when God juſtifies, what ſignifies their 

condemnation? 


The Firſt Part of Check v. 286g 


condemnation? All creatures are fallible. The 
myriads of men and angels are as nothing before 
God. He is all in all. Thus Mr, Fulſome, by 
a moſt judicious way of arguing, keeps the field of 
licentiouſneſs, where the ſolifidian miniſters have 
inadvertently brought him, and whence he is too 
wile to depart upon their hrandiſhing before him the 
broken reed of an abſurd diſtinttion. | 
2. Our juſlification by works, will prancepally. and 
in ſome caſes entirely turn upon the works of the 
heart, which are unknown to all but God. Again, 
were men and angels in all caſes to paſs a deciſive 
ſentence upon us according to our words, they m ght 
judge as ſeverely as Mr. Hill judges Mr. Welley ; 
they might brand us for forgery upon the moſt frivo— 
lous appearances ; at leaſt they might condemn us 
as raſhly as Job's friends condemned him. Once 
more: weie our fellow-creatures to condemn us de- 
cilively by our works, they would often do it as un- 
juſtly as the diſciples condemned the bleſſed woman, 
who poured a box of very precious ointment on our 
Lord's head. They had indignation, and blamed as 
unchatitable waſte, what our Lord was pleaſed to 
call a good work wrought upon him, — good work, 
which ſhall be toll for a memorial of her, as lon 
as the chriſtran goſpel is preached. To this may be 
aided the miſtake of the apoſtles, who, even after 
they had received the Holy Ghoſt, condemned Saul 
of Tarſus by his former, when they ſhould have ab- 
ſolved him by his latter works. And even now how 
few believers would juſtity Phineas for running 
Zimti and Coſbi through the body, or Peter for 
ſtriking Ananias and Sapphira dead, withoat giving 
them time to ſay once, Lord have mercy upon us! 
Nay, bow many would condemn them as ralh men, 
if not as cruel murderers? In ſome caſes therefore, 
none can poſſibly juſtify or condemn believers by 
their works, but He who is perfectly acquainted 
With all the outward circum ſtances of their actions, 
and with all the ſecret ſprings waence they flow. 


g. The 
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. The Scriptures know nothing of the diſtine- 
tion which I explode. When St. Paul denies that 
Abraham was juſtified by works, it is only when he 
treats of the juſtification of a „iner, and ſpeaks of 
the works of unbelief.—When Chriſt ſays, By ty 
words theu ſhalt be juſtified, he makes no mention 
of angels. To ſuppoſe that they ſhall be able to 
juſtify a world of men by their words, 1s to ſuppoſe, 
that they have heard, and do remember all the words 
of all mankind, which is fuppoſing them to be Gods, 
Nay, far from being judged by angels, St. Paul fays, 
that we ſhall judge them; not indeed as proper jud- 
ges, but as Chriſt's aſſe{lors and myſtical members: 
For our Lord, in his defcription of the great day, 
informs us, that he, and not men or angels, will juſ- 
tify the ſheep and condemn the goats, by their works. 

St. Paul diſcountenances the evaſive diſtinction 
which I oppoſe, when he fays, ** Thinkeſt thou, O 
man, who doeſt ſuch things, that thou ſhalt eſcape 
the righteous judgment of GO p, who will render 
eternal life to them that by patient continuance in 
well doing, ſeek for glory, &c. when he ſhall judge 
the /ecrets of men by Jeſus: Chriſt.” For reaſon - 
dictates, that neither men nor angels, but the Searcher 
of hearts alone, will be able to juſtify or condemn 
us 8 unknown poſſibly to all but himſelf. 

5. It you lay, Moſt men ſhall have been condem- 
ned or juſtified long before the day of judgment; 
therefore the folemn pomp of that day will be ap- 
pointed merely for the fake of a juſtification by men 
and angels: I exclatm againſt the unreaſonableneſs 
of {uppoling that the great and terrible day of GOD, 
with an eye to which the world of rationals was cre- 
aied, 18 to be only the day of men and angels : and 


I reply: — Although I grant, that judgment certainly 
finds us where death leaves us; final juſtification and 


condemnation being chieily a ſolemn ſeal ſet, if I 


may ſo {peak, upon the forehead of thoſe whoſe con- 


{ciences are already juſtified or condemned, accord- 
ing to the laſt turn of their trial upon earth: Yet it 


appears both from Scripture and reaſon, that man- ' 


kind 
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kind cannot properly be judged before the great day. 
Departed 2 are not men; and dead men cann 
be tried till the reſurrection of the dead takes place, 
that departed ſpirits, and raiſed bodies may form 
men again by their re- union. Therefore, in the very 
nature of things, God cannot judge mankind before 
the great day; and to ſuppoſe that the Father has 
appointed ſuch a day, that we may be finally juſti- 
fied by our works before men and angels, and not 
before htm, is to ſuppoſe that be has committed the 
chief judgment to the parties to be judged, i. e. to 
men and angels, and not to Jefus Chrif | 

6. But if I miſtake not, St. James puts the matter 
out of all diſpute, where he ſays: You fee then, 
that by works a man is juſtified and not by faith on- 
ly,” chap. ii. 24. Tbis ſhews that a man is juſtified 
by works before the ſame judge, by whom he is juſ- 
tified by faith; and here is the proof: No body was 
ever jultified by faith before men and angels, be- 
cauſe faith is an inward act of the ſoul, which none 
but the cryer of the reins can be a judge of, There- 
fore, as = Juſtifier by faith alluded to in the laiter 
part of the verſe, is undoubtedly God alone ; it is 
contrary to all the rules of criticiſm to ſuppoſe, that 
the gu/tzfier by works, alluded to in the very ſame 
ſentence, is men and angels. Nay, in the preceding 
verſe God is exprelsly 1 and not men or 
angels ; * Abraham belieyed GO, and it was im- 
E to him for righteouſneſs, 1. e. he was juſti- 
ied before God : fo that the ſame Lord, who juſti- 
hed him as @ ſinner by faith in the day of his con- 
verſion, juſtified him alſo as @ believer by works in 
the day of his trial. | 
57. But this is not all: Turning to Gen. xxii. the 
chapter which St. James had undoubtedly in view, 
when he inſiſted upon Abraham's juſtification. b 
works; I find the beſt of arguments, matter of fat, 
And it came to paſs, that God did tempt, i. e. try 
Abraham. The patriarch acquitted himſelf like a _ 
bound believer in the hard trial, he obediently of. 
fered up his favourite ſon, Here St. James addreſ- 
Vor. III. 2 b ſes 


_ 
* r 
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ſes a ſolifidian, and bluntly fays, «© Wilt thou know, 
O vain man, that faith without works is dead,“ i. e. 
that when faith gives over working by obedient love, 
it ſickens, dies, and commences a dead faith? 
„* Was not Abraham our father juſtified by works, 
when he offered up Iſaac upon the altar?“ If Mr, 
Hill anſwers: Yes, he was juſtified by works before 
men and angels, but not before God : 1 reply : Im- 
poſlible! for neither men nor angels put him to the 
trial, to bring out what-was in his heart. God tried 
him, that he might juſtly puniſh, or wiſely reward 


bim; therefore God juſtified him. If a judge, after 


fryivg a man on a particular occaſion, acquits him 
upon his good behaviour, in order to proceed to the 
reward of him, is it not abſurd to ſay, that the man 
is acquitted before the court, but not before the judge; 


eſpecially if there is neither court nor jury preſent, 


but only the judge? Was not this the caſe at 
Abraham's trial? Do we hear of any angel 8 — 
eber but e 4662, the Angel Jehovah? An 
ad not Abraham lelt his two ſervants with the Aſs 
at the foot of the mount? Is it reaſonable then to 
ſuppoſe, that Abraham was juſtified before them by 
a work, which as yet they had not heard of ; for, 
ſays St. James, When, (which implies as ſoon as) 
he had offered Iſaac, he was juſtified by works. II 
you ſay, that he was juſtified before fy I -urge 
the abſurdity of ſuppoſing, that God made ſo much 
ado about the trial of Abraham before the lad: and 
I demand proof that God had appointed the youth 
to be the juſtifier of his aged parent. 
8, But let the ſacred hiſtorian decide the queſtion. 
And the Lord called to Abraham out of heaven, and 


ſaid, Lay not thy hand upon the lad, for now I know, 
 [declaratively| that thou feareſt God, (i. e. believeſt 
in God:) Now I can praile and reward: thee with 


wiſdom and equity; /eeing thou haſt not with-Held 


thy ſon, thy only ſon from me. Upon Calviniſtie 


principles, did not God ſpeak improperly ? Should 
not he have ſaid, Now angels and men, before whom 
thou haſt offered Iſaac, do know that thou fearelt 

D me ? 
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me? But if God had ſpoken thus, would he have 
ſpoken conſiſtently with either his veracity. or his 
wiſdom ? - Is it not tar more reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that altho' God as omniſcient, with a glance of, his 
eye tries the hearts, ſearches the reins, and lorelees 
all future contingencies, yet, as a judge, and a.wi/e 
diſpenſer of puniihments and rewards, he condemns 
no unbehevers, and juſtifies no behevers, in St. 
James's ſenſe, but by the evidence of the tempers, 
words, and actions, which adually {pring from their 
undelief, or their faith? | fu 2 ; 
g. Was it not from the ſame motive, that God 
tried Job in the land of Uz, chap. i. 12. lfrael in 
the wilderneſs, Deut. viii. 4, compared with, Joſh. 
xxii. 2, and King Hezekiah in Jeruſalem. 2 Chro. 
XxXx1ii, 91 ? God (ſays the hiſtorian) 4% him (to the 
temptation) that He (God) might know (declaiativeiy) 
all that was in his heart. It is true, Mr. Hil up. | 

ofes, in the 2d Ed, of his 3 Letiers, that the wards, 
E might know, teter to Hezekia'n, but Canne, more 
judiciouſly. refers to Gen. Xxii. 1, Were Gud tried 
Abraham, not that Abraham might know, but that 
He himſelf might declaralively know what was in 

Abraham's heart, If the word that HE might Ano, 
did refer to. Hezekiah, ſhould not the allix (1) Ae, or 
him, have been added to ny", thus, Ww, as it is put 
to the two preceding verbs, ip ke left HIM, wwe? 
to try HIMP. ae Sod i 

10. Our Lord himſelf decides the queſtion, where 
he ſays to his helieving diſciples, ** Whoſoever ſhall 
confeſs me before men, him will I alſo confeſs be- 
fore- my Father who is in heaven. But whoſgever 

ſhall deny me before men, him will I atſo deny be- 
fore my Father who is in heaven.“ - It was undoubt- 
edly an attention to this. Scripture, that made Dr, 

Owen ſay : * Hereby [by perſonal obedience | that 
faith whereby we are juſtified [as ſinners] is evi- 
* denced, proved, manifeſted in the /ight of Go 

and man.” And yet, aſtoniſhing ! this allage 
which indirectly gives up the only real Niece 

there is, between Mr. Hill's juſtification by works, 
| Z 2 | and 


— 


* 


288 Logica Genevenſis continued: Or, 
and our's; this paſſage, which cuts him off from the 
only way he has of making his eſcape (except that by 
which his brother tned to make his own, See 4th 
Check) this very paſſage, which makes ſo much for 
my ſentiment, is one of thoſe concerning which he 
fays, Finiſhing Stroke, p. 14. Words prudently 
* expunyed by Mr. Fletcher,” when they are on'y 
words, which for brevity's ſake I very zmprutdent 
left out, ſince they cut down ſohfidianiſm, even with 
Dr. Owen's ſword. 1780 | An 
To conclude: Attentive Reader, peruſe James ii; 
where the 1 of believers by works before 
God is fo firongly inſiſted upon : Obſerve what is 
ſaid there of the law of liberty; of believers being 


Judged by that law ; ot the judgment without mercy, 


* 


that ſhall be ſhewn to fallen mercileſs believers ac- 
cording to that law :—Confider that this doctrine 
exactly coincides with the fermon upon the mount, 
and the epiſtle to the Hebrews —that it perfectly tal- 
lies with Ezek. xvii, zxxm. Matt. xii. xxv. Rom. 
11, Gal. vi, &c. and that it is delivered to brethren, 
yea, to the beloved brethren of St. James, to whom 
he could ſay, * Out of his own will the Father of 
Lights begat us with the word of truth :”—Take 
notice, that the charge indirefly brought againſt 
them, is, that they ha not the faith of our Lord Je- 


ſus Chrift with reſpect of perſons; and that they de- 


cetved their own ſelves, by not being as careful doers 
as they were diligent hearers of the word — Then 
took round upon ſome of our moſt famous believers; 


| ſee how foaming, how roaring, how terrible are the 


billows of their partiality. Read“ An Addreſs from 
* candid Nee a to the Rev. Mr. Fletcher; read 
„ The Finiſhing Stroke ;” read More work for Mr. 
* Weſley;” read the Checks to Antinomianiſm; and 
ſay it there is not as great need to inſiſt upon a be- 
liever's juſtification by words and works, as there 
was in the days of our Lord and St. James: and if 
it is not high time to ſay to modern believers; “ My 
Þrethren, | ha not the faith of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt with reſpeQ ot perſons.—So /peak ye, youu 
| e 0 
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ſo do, as they that ſhall be judged by the law of li- 
berty; for he ſhall have judgment without meggy» 
that hath ſhewed no mercy :—For- with what judg- 
ment ye judge, ye ſhall be judged: and with what 
meaſure ye mete, it ſhall be meaſured to you again, 
by him, that] ſhall render to every one according 
to what he has done in the body, whether it be goo 
or bad. But, ** candid Proteſtants,” have an an- 
ſwer ready in their © ADDRESS: . ike 1 — 
% hopiſii doctrine; of juſtification by works,” an 
5 me Method fl . — out rank Popery at 
« laſt.” This is @ mingle mangle of' ** the moſi high 


o 


% and mighty, ſelf-righteous, felf-potent, ſelſf impor- 
« tant, ee ge, elf-juſtifying, and ſelf-ex- 
„ alting MEDLEY AMiniſler *. — The misfortune is, 
that amidſt theſe witticiſms of * the Proteſtants,” 
[for it ſeems the Calvuiniſts engroſs that name to 
themſelves] we © rank Papiſts, ſtill look out for 
arguments; and when we find none, or only ſuch 
as are worſe than- none, we {till ſay, Logica Gene- 
venſts and remain confirmed in our dreadful he 

_ re/y,” or rather, in our Lord's anti-Calviniſtic doe- 
frine : By thy words thou ſhalt be JUSTIFIED, and 
by thy words thou ſhalt be CONDEMNED. 
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Tagica Genevenſi bande; 
Or ru SECOND PART or THE 


FIFTH CHECK ro 
ANTINOMIANIS M. 


Contsising a Defence of © Zack o' Lanthorn,” and 
» the Paper-Kite,” i. e. Sincere Obedience ;—of 
the Cobweb,” i. e. The evangelical Law of Li. 

berty ;—and of the * valiant Serjeant IF,“ i. e. 
_— | conditionaBity of Perſeverance, attacked by 
the Rev. Mr. Berridge, M. A. Vicar of Ever. 
ton, and late Fellow of Clare-hall, Cambridge, 
_ his Book called“ The Chriſtian World un- 


GE. 


N 3 


A bonus dormitat Homervs. 


1 ny 


MY * N er e. 


1 N CONTENTS. 


ee pag. Mr. Berridge's uncommon pi- 
2 and zeal give an uncommon ſanction to 


dangerous, though well- meant miſtakes. 


SECT. I. Mr. Berridge advances the capital er- 
ror of the Antinomians, when he fays, that 
Faith muſt VTTERLY exclude ALL FJuſtifica- 
tion by Works ;” and when he repreſents © the 


Paſſport of Obedience as a Paper. lite. 


1 11. A view of the doctrine of the Solifi- 
dians with reſpect to the Goſpel law, or the Law 
of Liberty, which Mr. Berridge indirectly calls 
a * cobweb ;” and with reſpett to ſincere Obedi- 
ence, which he directly calls 4 zack o' lant- 
Arn.“ - With two notes ſhewing, that Mr. Ber- 

ridge 


/ 


— — w 2, AS * * 
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ridge holds the deftrine of merit of congruity, 
as much as Thomas Aquinas, and that Bellar- 


mine held abſoluie reprobation, as much as Mr. 
D Ce tr 0 


SEC T. 111. An anſwer to the dangerous argu- 


ments of Mr. Berridge againſt fencere obedience, 
in which it is proved, that Chrift is not“ at the 


Lead of the Antinomian Preachers for making 


our duty feaſible as redeemed ſinners; and that 
Mr. Berridge's raſh plas againſt obedience, as the 
condition of eternal ſalvation, totally fubvert Faith 


_ Ufelf, which he calls “ the total term of all ſal- 


vation 


SECT. 1V. When Mr. Berridge grants, that 


„our damnation 45 wholly from ourfelves,” he 
grants that our ſalvation.is ſuſpended upon ſome 
term, which 'through grace we have power to 
fulfil; and in this caſe, unconditzonal veproba- 
tion, ab/olute-elebtion, and fnifhed ſalvation, are 
falle doctrines; and Calvin's whole ſy ſtem ſtands 
upon'a fandy foundation: With a Note upon a 


Pampblet called © A Check upon Checks,” 
SECT. V. Mr. Berridge candidly grants the con- 


ditionalily of Perſeverance, and conſequently of 


Election, by ſhowing much reſpett to! Serjeaut 
01 . who « guards the camp. of Feſus :“ ut 
ſoon picking a quarrel with the valiant Serjeant, 


oddly diſcharges him as a Jew, opens the camp 40 


the Antinomians by oppoſing to them only a/ſham 


centinel, and ſhows the foundation of Calviniſm 


in a moſt firiking light. | 
CONCLUSION. In which the Author expreſſes 


again his brotherly love for Mr. Rerridge, makes 
an apology for the miſtakes of his pious ant#go- 
niſt, and accounts for the oddity of his own ſtyle 


* 


in anſwering him. 5 


mrRO. 
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TTAVING. animadverted-upen Mr. Hill's Fi. 
| niſhing Stroke, I proceed to ward off the firſt 
blow, which the Rev. Mr, Berridge has given to 
practical religion. But before I mention his miſ.. 
takes, I muſt do juſtice to his perſon. It is by no 
means my deſign to repreſent him as a divine, who 
either leads a looſe life, or intends to hurt the Re- 
deemer's intereſt. His conduct as a Chriſtian is ex- 
emplary ; his labours as a Miniſter are great: and I 
am perſuaded that the wrong touches which he gives 
to the ark of godlineſs, are not only undeſigned, but 
intended to do God ſervice. | : 
+ © There are ſo many things commendable in the 
pious vicar of Everton, and ſo much truth in his 
.Chriſtzan World unmaſked, that I find it a hardſhip 
to expoſe the unguarded parts of that performance. 
But the cauſe of this hardſhip is the ground of my 
apology. Mr. Berridge is a good, an excellent man, 
therefore the Antinomian errors, which go abroad 
into the world with his letters of recommendation, 
ſpeak in his evangelical ſtrain, and are armed with 
the poignancy of his wit, cannot be too ſoon pointed 
out, and too carefully guarded againſt. I flatter 
myſelf that this conſideration will procure me his 
pardon, for taking the liberty of diſpatching his 
« valtant Serjeant,” with ſome doſes e and 
ſcriptural antidote for thoſe, who have drunk into 
the pleaſing miſtakes of his book, and want his pi- 
ety fo hinder them from carrying ſpeculative into 


practical Antinomianiſm. 


SECT. I. Mr. Berridge advances the capital error 
of the Antinomians, when he ſays, that“ Faith 
muſt utterly exclude all juſtification by works :” 
and when he repreſents “ the Paſſport of Obedi- 
ence“ as a Paper-Aite. OO re 


O * of my opponents has juſtly obſerved, that 
che principal cauſe of controverſy among us,” 
is the doctrine of our juſtification by the works of 


faith 
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faith in the day of judgment. At this rampart of 
practical godlineſs Mr. Berridge levels ſuch propo- 
ſitions as theſe in his Chriſtian 8 0 57 fle 
2d Edit. p. 170. 171. FINAL juſtzficatzon by fail 
is the med s * — of the 7 . — Faith being 
the term of ſalvation, &c. net. UTTERLY exclu 
ALL juſtification by works.—-And p. 26, we read of 
an ABSOLUTE impoſſibility of being juſtified ix 
ANY MANNER by our works, : Ts 

It theſe poſitions are true, ſay, Reader, if St. 
James, St. Paul, and Jeſus Chriſt, did not advance 
reat untruths when they ſaid, By works a man is 
juſtified, and not by faith only, Jam. ii. 24. For 
not the hearers of the law [of Chriſt] are juſt be- 
fore God, but the doers ſhall be ju/tzfred, &c. in 
the day when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of men 
by Jeſus Chriſt,” Rom. ii. 13, 16. For [adds 
our Lord, when ſpeaking of the day of judgment] 
by thy words thou ſhalt be juſtified,” &c. Mait, 
x11. 7. Chriſtian reader, ſay who is miſtaken ? 
Chee and his apoſtles, or the late Fellow of Clare» 
hall? T” | | ; 5 8 514. 
Mr. Berridge goes farther ſtill. Without cere. 
mony he ſhuts the gates of heaven againſt every man 
who ſee ks to be juſtified by works, according to our 
Lord's and St. James's doctrine. For when he hag 
aſſured us, p. 171, that faith muſt UTTERLY exclude 
ALL 1 by works, he immediately adds, 
And the man, who ſecks to be juſtified by his paſſ« 
'* port of obedience, will find no paſſage through the 
city gates.” Might not our author have unmaſked 
Calviniſm a little more, and told the chriſtian world, 
that the man who minds what Chriſt ſays ſhall be 
turned into hell ? Ws Rn 
See the boldneſs of Solifidiaziſm*! In our 
_- "Lore 
* Solifidianiſm is the doſtrine of the Solifidians ; and the | 
Solifidians are men, who, becauſe ſinners are juſtified [| /ola 
fide) by $OLE Firn in the day of converſion, infer as Mr, ſ 


Berridge, that ** believing) is the total term of all ſalvation, “ 


and conclude as Mr. Hill, that the doftrine of Anal jullif> 
cation 
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Lord's davs believers were to keep their mouths as 
with a bridle; and to abſtain from every idle word, 

Jeſt in the day of judgment they ſhould not be juſli- 

fied. In St. John's time they were to © do-Chriſt's 

commandments, that they might enter through the 
tes into the city,” Rev, xi. 14; but in our davs, 

Goſpel. miniſter affirres us, p. 171. that the be. 
liever, 1700 8 to our Lord's doftrine ſeeks 
to be © 7u/7ifre :s paſſport of obedtence, will 
« find 55 l city-gates. He may 
« talk of the tree of life, and ſoar ub with his PA- 
„ PER-KITE fo the gates of paradiſe, but will find 
„ entrance.” I grant it, if an antinomian Pope 
has St. Peter's key; but ſo long as Chriſt has the 
key of David; fo long as he opens, and no ſolifidian 
ſhuts ; the dutifvl ſervant, inſtead of being ſent fly. 
ing to hel] after the *paper-kite® of obedience, will, 
through his Lord's merits, be honourably admitted 
into heaven by the paſſport of good works, which he 

bas about him. For, tho! the remembrance of his. 
fins, and the ſight of his Saviour, will make him 
aſhamed to produce it ; yet he had rather dre ten 
thouſand deaths, than be found without it. The ce- 
Jeftial Porter, after having kindly opened it for him, 
will read it before an innumerable company of an- 

gels, and ſay, * Enter into the joy of thy Lord, for 
I was hungry and thou gaveſt me meat,” &c. Matt. 
RXV. 28, &c. | : 

14 If the Vicar of Everton throws in an antino- 
| man caveat againſt this“ paſſport of obedience *,” 
| and ridicules it ſtill as a“ paper-hite,” Ifaiah and 

St. Paul will ſoon ſilence him. Open ye the gates, 
ſays the evangelical prophet, that the righteous na- 


cation by the works of faith in the great Day, is ** full of rot- 
* tenneſs and deadly poiſon,” It is a ſofter word for Antino- 
A; miant/m. | = 5 

Ts Il ſpeak only of the obedience of faith. It is only for that 
obedience, and for the works of faith, that St. James pleads 
in his Epiſtle, Mr. Weſley in the Minutes, and 1 in th 
Checks: All other obedience is in/inceye, all other works pha- 
riſaical, ; 3 oF 

; 8 tion 
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tion which keepeth the truth of the goſpel-doAtriness 
may enter in: For, adds the evangelical Apollle, 
Circumcifion | including all profeſſions of faith, ] ig 
nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of 
God. Yea, though I have ALL FAITH and no 
charity, I am nothing, Iſa, xxvi. 2. 1 Cor. vii 194 
xlii. 2. | 8 — 4 ods 

If I am at the city-gates, when Mr. Berridge 
will exclaim againſt the * paſſport of obedience,” 


I think I ſhall venture to check his imprudence by 


the following queſtions, Can there be a medium 


between not having a paſſport of obedience, and hau. 


ing one of diſobedience? Muff a man, to the ho- 


nour of tree-grace, take a paſſport of refractorineſs 


along with him? Muſt he bring a certificate of 
adultery and murder to be welcome into the New 


Jeruſalem? I am perſuaded that with the utmoſt 
abhorrence, Mr. Berridge anſwers No ! But his. 
great Diana ſpeaks louder than he, and ſays before 
all the world.: There is no need that he ſhould- 
* have a teſtimonium of adultery and murder, but 


„he may if he pleaſes; nay, if he is ſo inclined, 
„ he may get a diploma of treachery and inceſt - 
„it will never invalidate his title to glory; for if 


** David and the inceſtuous Corinthian had /aving_ 
faith, znamz//ible eternal life, and finzſhed ſalva- 


* tzon, when they committed their crimes ; and if 


% Faith or BELIEVING [as Mr. Berridge affirms, 
„p. 268.] is de TOTAL term of ALL Tulvation,” 


why might not every chriſt an, it he is ſo minded, 


murder his neighbour, worſhip idols, and gratif 

even inceſtuous luſts as well as primitive backl{liders, 
without riſking his fenzſhed ſalvation ? Upon this 
antinomian axiom advanced by Mr. Berridge, Be- 
lieving is the TOTAL term of ALL ſalvation,” I lay 
my engine, a grain of reaſon, and aſk every unpre- 
Juliet perſon, who is able to conclude that two and 
two make four, whether we may not, without any 
magical power, heave morality out of the world, or 
Calviniſm out of the Church? 

| If 
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If Mr. Berridge pleads, that when he ſays, p. 168, 
0 Believing is the TOTAL term of ALL ſalvation,” 
he means a faith“ including and producing all obe-. 
dience: I reply, Then he gives up ſolifidianiſm ; 
he means the very faith which I contend for in the 
Checks; and, preſſing him with his own definition 
of faith; I aſk, how can a * faith including all 
obedience,” include murder, as in the caſe of Da- 
vid; idolatry, as in the caſe of Solomon; lying, 
cur/eng, and denying Chriſt, as in the caſe of Peter; 
and even znceft, as in the caſe of the apoſtate Co- 
rinthian? Are murder, idolatry, curſing, and in- 
ceſt, © all obedience?” If Mr. Berridge replies No: 
Then David, Solomon, &c. loſt the 7u/tzfying faith 
of St. Paul, when they loſt the ;u/izfyzng works of 
St, James ; and ſo Mr. Berridge gives up the point 
together with Calviniſm. —It he = Yes : He not 
only gives up St. James's juſtification, but quite 
unmaſks Antinomianiim ; and the rational world, 
who ** come and peep,” may ſee that his doQrine 
of grace is not a chaſte, but a great Diana, who 
pays as little regard to decency, as ſhe does to 
. Scripture. 

If this is a ſophiſm, I humbly intreat the learned 
Fellow of Clare-hall to convince the world of it, 
by ſhewing where the fallacy lies. He can do it, 
ik it can be done, “having conſumed a deal of can- 
dle at a noted Hall at Cambridge, in lighting up 
* a good underſtanding,” even after he was 
declared maſter of the art of logic. But if the di- 
lemma 1s forcible, and grinds Calviniſm as between 
an upper and nether mill-ſtone, 1 * that he will 
no longer oppoſe the dictates of reaſon, merely to 
pour contempt upon our Lord's doctrine of a be- 
liever's juſtification by the works of faith ; and to 
ſport himſelf with obedzence, rendered as ridiculous 
as Samplon was, when the Philiſtines treated him 


as a blind mill-horſe, 


SECT. 


C ²˙ A AM. 


. 


forbid ! 
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SECT. II. Containing an account of the doctrine 
of the Solifidians with reſpect to St. James's goſ- 
pel-law, or Law of Liberty, which Mr. Berridge 
indirectly calls “a Cobweb;“ and with reſpett 
to ſincere obedience, which he directly calls “ a 
Jack-o'lanthorn.“ #1. 


We have already ſeen how Mr. Berridge gives 
the paſſport of obedience to the winds as a, boyiſh 
trumpery. To render the“ paper. lite more con- 
temptible, p. 145, he ties to it inſtead of a tail, “4 
© ſpruce new ſet of duties half a yard long, called 
« egally- evangelical, and evangelically- legal. unknown 
4% Chriſt and his apoſtles, but diſcovered lately by 
% ſome ingemous gentlemen,” Juſt as if I, ho have 
ventured upon thoſe expreſſions, to indicate the har- 
mony that ſubſiſts between the promiſes oi the goſ- 
pel and the duties of the law of liberty, and Mr. 
Weſley, who has let thoſe compounded words paſs 
in the Second Check, were the firſt men who have 
taught, That believers are not without law to Col. 


but under à law to Chriſt, 1 Cor. ix. 21. Juſt as 


no body had ſaid before us, Do we make void the 
law through faith, or through the golpel.? God 
Fo we eſtabliſh the law, Rom. it. 31, 
That is, by preaching a Faith that worketh by love, 
we eſlabliſh the moral law; for /ove ig ther fulfultr 


of it, and he that loveth another, has fulfilled the 


law, Rom. xiii. 8, 10.—Not indeed the ceremonial 


law of Moſes, for ceremonies and /ove are not the 


ſame thing; nor yet the Adamic law of innocence, 
for if the apoſtle had ſpoken of that law, he would 


have ſaid, He that has always loved another with 
perfect love, has fulfilled the law 3' Therefore he 


evidently ſpeaks of the evangehcal law, preached 
thus by St. James to believers, “ ſo ſpeak ye, and ſa 


do, as they that {hall be judged by the /aw of liber- 


ty,” Jam. ii. 12, A law, which is ſo called, not 
becauſe it gives us the leaſt liberty to fin; but be- 
cauſe, during the day of ſalvation, it indulges us 
with the precious liberty to repent of our former 
TOLL 11h: A a ſins, 


22 
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a 


ſins, and come to Chriſt for pardon, and for ſtronger 
ſupplies of ſanctifying grace. | 
However, Mr. Berridge, as if the Antinomians 
had already burned St. James's epiſtle, ſays, p. 144, 
after ſpeaking of the Law of innocence given to 
Adam before the Fall.“ All other laws,” [and con- 


ſequently the law of liberty] © are cobwebs of a hu« 


nan brain: What, Sir, do you think that Mo. 


ſes was a ſpiritual ſpider, when he wove the ceremo- 
mal lau? Can you poſhbly imagine that David's 
bleſſed man, whoſe delight is in THE LAW of the 
Lord, meditates day and night in a LAW, which 
bids him and upon his own legs,” and abſolutely 
deſpair of mercy upon * a ngle trip?” Would 
you, on ſecond thoughts, ſay, that St. Paul and St, 
ames weave © cobwebs in the brains of mankind, 
when they declare, that the end of the COMMAND- 
MENT Cor of Chriſt's law] zs charity, from a pure 
heart, a good conſcience, and faith unfeigned; when 
they ſpeak of FULFILLING the royal law accord- 
ing to the Scripture, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour 
as thyſelf; or when they aſſure us, that he who love 
eth another HATH FULFILLED Ir; and exhort us 
to bear one another's burdens, and /o FULFIL THE 
Law or CurIsT? See 1 Tim. i. 5. Jam. ii. 8. 
Gal. v. 13. and Gal. vi. 2.” 

I ſhall not borrow here the raſh expreſſion, 
which Mr. Berridge uſes when he confounds origi- 
nal worthineſs, and derived merit, and reflects upon 
Chriſt, who evidently attributes the latter to believ- 
ers: I ſhall not ſay, that my new opponent's miſ- 
take * 25 enough to make * a devil bluſu; but I may 

venture 


Hoy ftrangely may prejudice influence a good man] Mr, 
Berridge, p. 164, &c. raiſes a maſked battery againſt the article 


of the Minutes, where Mr. Weſley hints, that the word merit 


might be uſed in a ſcriptural ſenſe to expreſs what Dr. Owen, 
by an uncouth circumlocution, calls, The rewardable condecency, 
that our whole obedience, through God's gracious appointment, has 
unto eternal life. O Sir, [ſays Mr. Berridge] God mult 
% abominate the pride, the inſolence of human pride, which 
« could dream of merit eit is egough to make a devil 1 
re 
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venture to affirm, that before he can prove, the lat 
of liberty is * a cobweb,” he muſt not only burn St. 
James's epiſtle, but ſweep away the epiſtles of St. 
aul to the Romans and tio the Galatians ; together 
with the law, the prophets, and the pſalms. While 
he conſiders whether the tree of Antinomianiſm will 
yield a beſom ſtrong enough tor that purpoſe, I beg 
leave to dwell a moment upon another of his. mil- 
takes. It reſpects Obedience and Good Works, 
againſt which Solifidians indirectly wage an eternal 
war. It runs through ſeveral pages, but centers in 
the following unguarded propoſitions. 3 
4 08 


There is great truth in theſe words, if Mr. Berridge ſpeaks only 
of proper merit, or merit of contigany? but if he extends 
them to the evangelical worthineſs ſo frequently mentioned by 
our Lord; if he applies them to improper mertt, generally called 
merit of congruity, he indirealy charges Chriſt with 3 
a doctrine ſo exceſſively diabolical, that the devil himſelf woul 

be aſhamed of it; and what is more ſurpriſing flill, if I miſtake 
not, he indi rectly enforces the dreadful hereſy himſelf by an 
ILLUSTRATION, which, in ſome degree, ſhews how God re- 
wards us * for” our works, and “ according to“ our works. — 
A tender-hearted gentleman [ſays he] employs two labourers 
* our of charity, to weed a little ſpot of four ſquare yards, 
* Both are old and much decrepit, but one is ſtronger than the 
other. The ſtronger weeds three yards, and receives three 
© crowns: the weaker weedeth one, and receives one crown. 
„ Now both are rewarded for their labour, and according to 
* their labour, but not for the merit of their labour.“ —Grant- 
ed, if merit is taken in the ſenſe of proper merit, or merit of 
condignneſs and equivalence ; but abſolutely denied if it is taken 
in the ſenſe of zmproper worthineſs, or merit of congruity.— 
Let Thomas Aquinas, the moſt famous of all the papiſt divines, 
bring his ſtandard of merit, and meaſure Mr. Berridge ; and if 
the Vicar of Everton [how loud ſoever he may exclaun againſt 
the WORD] is not found holding the DOCTKINE of merit of 
congruity as much as Mr. Baxter, let me for ever forfeit all pre- 
tenſions to a grain of common ſenſe. ** The angelic DoQor ” de- 
hnes merit thus: „ Dicitur aliquis mereri ex condigno, quando 
** 1nvenitur equalitas interpræmium et meritum ſecundum æſti- 
„ mationem 3 ex congruo autem, tantum quando talis æqualitas 
non invenitur ; ſed ſolum ſecundum liberalitatem dantis mu- 
nus tribuitur quod dantem decet.” That is, “a man is faid 
„to merit with a merit of condignneſs, [i. e. io merit property] 

A a2 2 « when 
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P. 35. 1. 18. Sincere obedience is no where menti- 
oned in the goſpel as a CONDITION of ſalvation ; 
and. p. 36, I. 4. Works have no ſhare in the covenant 
of grace as a CONDITION of life, I grant it, if by 
/alvation, in the firſt propoſition, and by /zfe in the 
fecond, Mr. Berridge means INITIAL ſalvation, 
and % BEGUN in the world of grace. For un- 
doubtedly the free giſt is come upon all men to juſit- 
fication, or ſalvation from the damning guilt ot ori— 


ginal fin, and conſequently to ſome intereſt in the 


divine favour previous to all obedience and works, 
Again and again have I obſerved, that as by one 
man's diſobedience many | o nou, the N of 
men | were made ſinners ; fo by the obedience of one, 
many | « 79%, the multitudes of men] all to the 
end of the world, be made righteous, 1. e. partakers 
of the above mentioned juſtification, in conſequence 
of Chriſt's atonement, and the talent of free-grace, 
and ſupernatural light, which en/zghtens every man 
that comes into the world. Compare Rom. v. 18, 
10. with John i. 4, 5, 9. Far from oppoſing this 
2 11148 of tree-grace, this $ALVATION un- 
conditionally begun, ] aſſert its I againſt the 
Pelagians, and it's xeality againſt the Papiſt and Cal- 


viniits, who agree to maintain, that God has * ab/o- 


lutely 


„hen upon an average there appears an equality between the 
reward and the merit. But he is faid to ment only with a 
merit of congruity [i. e. to merit improperiy] when there is 
* vo ſuch equality; and when a benefadtor out of mere liber- 
** ality, makcs a preſent, which it becomes him to make.“ — 
Now let candid men compare Mr. Berridge's 1 LLUSTRATION), 
with the d-fin:tzon that the moſt renowned papiſt doctor has 
given us of merit; and let them ſay if Mr. Bercidge, inſtead of 
{pliting the hair, does not maintain, and ILLUSTRATE the 
doctrine of merit of congruity; and if one of the bluſhes which 
he ſuppoſes our Lord's doctrine of worthineſs or merit would 
bring up n the face of ſome modeſt devil, does not become the 


author of the ( hriſtian World unmaſked, more than the author 


* 


of the Minutes? | | 

Some of my readers will wonder at my coupling the Cal- 
viniſts and the Romaniſts, when I ſpeak of thoſe who hold ab- 
/<(ute reprobation ; but my obſervation is founded upon * 
0 
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lulely reprobated a conſiderable part of mankind, 
But Mr. Berridge's propoſitions are Antinomianiſm 
unmaſked, if he extends their meaning (as his ſcheme 


does) to finzfhed ſalvation, and to a life of glory, 


unconditionally beſtowed upon adulterous backilid- 

ers: For ſincere obedience, or the good works of 

faith, are a condition [or, to ule Mr. —_— 
| word, 


of fact. We are too well acquainted with the opinion of the 
Calviniſts concerning the veſſels of wrath. The ſentiments of 
the Papiſts not being ſo public, may be brought to light by the 
following anecdote. Being ſome years ago at Ganges, in the 
South of France, I went with Mr. Pomaret, the Proteſtant mi- 
niſter of that town, to recommend to divine mercy the ſoul of 
a woman dying in child-bed. When we came out of the houſe, 
he ſaid : Did you take notice of the perſon who was by the bed- 
fide? He is a man-midwiſe, and a ſtrenuous Papiſt. You ſee 
by the conſequences that this poor woman had a very hard la- 
bour. As it was doubtful whether the child would be born 
alive, he in6ſted upon baptizing it in the womb, avec une ſe- 
ringue, according to cultom. The proteſlant women in the 
room, exclaimed againſt his intention of tormenting a woman 
in that extremity, by ſo ridiculous and needleſs an operation. 
Needleſs! replied he, how can you call that needleſs, which 
will ſave a ſoul ? Do you not know, that if the child dies un- 
baptized, it will certainly be loſt? The doQrine of the Ro- 
miſh Church is then free wrath, or free reprobation, for the 
myriads of infants who die without baptiſm all the world 
over. | | , 

I beg leave to confirm this anecdote by a prblic teſtimony. 
My opponents have frequently mentioned the agreement of my 
ſentiments with thole of the popiſh champion Bellarmine. This 
gave me a deſire of looking into his works. Accordingly I pro- 
cured them laſt winter; and, to my great ſurpriſe before I had 
read a page, I found him a peculiar admirer of the great pre- 
deſtinarian St. Auguftine, whom he perpetually quotes. Nay, . 
he is ſo ſtrenuous an aſſertor of Calviniſtic election, that, to- 
prove We can give no account of God's election in our fart,” 
among the reaſons advanced by Calvin, Coles, Zanchius, &c. 
in ſupport of unconditional elect on and reprobation, he pro- 


' Poſes the following argument, ** Tertia ratio, &c. ducitur a 


« parvulorum diverſitate, quorum aliqui rapiuntur Ratim a bap- 
tiſmo, alii paulo ante baptiſmum, quorum priores ad gloriam 
A przdeſtinatiorum, poſteriores ad nam reproboruni pertinere- 


_ * noneſt dubium : nec poſſunt hic ulla merita previſa, ullulie 


«© bonus uſus Jibert arbitriz, aut 8 fingi.“ Be/l. Opera de 
gratia et libero arb trio. Cap V. Antverpin, 1611. p 776 
A a 3 That 
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word, * a term,” ] indiſpenſibly required of all, that 
ſtay long enough upon the ſtage of life, to act as 
moral agents. * Every branch in me that beareth 
not fruit he taketh away,” John xv. 2. © Be not 
deceived, neither fornicators, &c. ſhall inherit the 
kingdom of God,” 1 Cor. vi. 9. See Ezek. xviii, 
and xxxiit. If the penitent thief bad lived, (fa 
our church) and not regarded the works of faith, 
he ſhould have loſt his ſalvation again.“ As for 
the argument taken from theſe words, * He that be- 
lieveth now, with the fear, unto righteouſneſs ] 
hath everlaſting life,” [i. e. has a title to it, and a 
taſte of a life of glory, and ſhall have the enjoy- 
ment of it, / he continues in the faith rooted and 
grounded; | it is anſwered at large, 4th Check, p. 
„&. 
| " Pas 38, Mr. Berridge unmaſks Antinomianiſm 
in the following propoſition. © I have gathered up 
ny ends, re/ſpetling this matter; and I truſt you 


* ſee at length, that fincere obedience is nothing but 


a jack-o'-lanthorn, dancing here and there and 


Thar is, The third reaſon is taken, from the different lot of 
little child ren; ſome being ſnatched immediately after baptiſm, 
and others a little before baptiſm ; The former of whom undoubt= 
edly go to theeglory of the elect; and the latter, to the puniſhment 
of the r. probates. Nor can any deſert foreſeen, or any good uſe of 
 free-wilt or of ro be here pretended. This argument is truly wor- 
thy of the caule which it ſupports. The very eſſence of Calvin- 
ilm is an irreconcileable oppoſition to the ſecond goſpel-axiom. 
And as Bellarmine's argument demoliſhes that axiom, (it being 
impoſſible that the damnation of reprobated infants ſhould. be 
from themſelves,) he neceſſarily builds up Calviniſm, with all its 
gracious doctrines. I wight here return my laſt opponent theſe 
words of his Finiſhing Stroke, p. 15, which he writes in capi» 
tals, So BELLARMINE ”"—* See, Sir, what company you 
are again found in- — But I do not admire ſuch arguments. 
Were Father Walſh and Cardinal Bellarmine in the right, it 
would be no more diſgrace to Mr. Hill to ſtand between them 
both, than it is to me to believe with the Cardinal, that Chriſt 
has ſaid, In the day of judgment by thy words ſhalt thou be ju 
tified. For, as a diamond does not become a pebble upon the 
iger of a papiſt, ſo truth does not become a lie under his 
1 n 
every 
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every where: No man could ever catch him, but 
«* thouſands have been loſl by following him.“ | 
If I miſtake not, Mr. Berridge here exceeds Mr. 
Hill. The Author of Pietas Oxonienſis only ſup- 
poſes, that works have nothing to do before the 
Judge of all the earih in the matter of our eternal 
{alvation, and that all believers ſhall © /ing louder 
in heaven for all their crimes upon earth: But the 
Vicar of Everton repreſents /ancere obedtence | which: 
is a collection of all the good works of upright Hea- 
thens, Jews, and Chriſtians, ] as % jack-0'-lan- 
* thorn ; and thouſands,” ſays he, have been 100 
« by following him. — Here is a blow at the root 
— WW hat ! thouſands loſt by following alter fincere 
obedience to God's commands! Impoſſible Our 
ious author, I hope, means inſincere obedience ; 
— if he ſtands to what he on, aol ve not be 
ſurpriſed, if with the“ good he, ca/t in a goſpel- 
A y Po T ring a fire-bell,” and warn the — 
teſtant world againit ſo capital a miſtake. That 
thouſands have been loſt by reſting in faithleſs, ſu- 
perficial, bypocritical, in/incere obedience, I grant: 
But Thouſands !—loſt ! by following after /ancere 
obedience, 1. e. after the obedience we uprightly 
perform according to the light we have !{—This is as 
impoſſible, as that the Holy Spirit ſhould lie when 
he teſtifies, © In every nation he that feareth God 
and worketh righteouſneſs is accepted of him,“ ac- 
cording to one or another of the divine diſpenſa- 
tions: He 1s accepted as a converted Heathen, Jew, 
or Chriſtian, | ZR. 
Had I the voice of a trumpet I would ſhout upon 
the walls of our Jeruſalem : Let no man deceive you: 
No body was ever loſt, but for Nor following after, 
or for ſtarting from ſincere obedience; chriſtian faith 
itſelf being nothing but /zzcere obedience to this grand 
goſpel precept, Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved. We have received apoſtle. 
ſhip (fays St. Paul) for obedzence do the faith among 
all nations,” Rom. 1. 5. No adult children of Adam 
were ever eternally ſaved, but ſuch as followed atter 
fincere 
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fimcere obedience, at leaſt from the time of their laſt 
converſion, if they once drew beck towards per- 
dition, For Chrz/t, ſays the apoſtle, 2s the author 
of ETERNAL ſalvation to them that OBEY him ; 
and he undoubtedly means, that obey him fincerely : 
He will render eternal life to them who by palient 
continuance in well-doing, or by perſevering in ſin- 
cere obedience, feek for glory.— Has the Lord as 
great delight in burnt-offering, lays Samuel, as in 
OBEYING [and I dare lay he meant fencerely obe y- 
ing] the voice of the Lord ?—Bchold ! | whatever 
ſolifidians may fay | to OBEY ig better than ſacriſice, 
and to hearken than the fat of rams : for rebellion 
ſor diſobedience | ig as the fin of witchcraft, and 
 ſtubbornneſs as Idolatry, Heb. v. 9. Rom. ii. 7. 
1 Sam. XV. 22. | 
God, to ſhew the high value he puts upon /in- 
cere obedtence, ſeri Jeremiah to the Rechabites with 
this meſſage; © Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, becau/e 
ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your 
father, and kept all his precepts; therefore Jonadab 
the ſon of Rechab ſhall not want a man to ſtand be- 
fore me for ever.” His capital charge againſt Ifraet 
is that ot diſobedience. St. Peter, who obſerves 
that the believing Jews had pu:tzfed their fouls by 
obeying he truth, aſks, ** What thall the end be of 
them that obey not the goſpel?” And St. Paul an- 
ſwers, that“ Chriſt will come in flaming fire taking 
vengeance on them,” —and that God will render 
tribulation and wrath to them that do not obey the 
truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs:“ And even that 
famous paſſage, * He that believeth on the Son, 
hath everlaſting life ; and he that believeth not the 
Son, ſhall not ſee lite,” John ii. 36, is in the ori- 
inal a rampart againſt ſohfidianiſm : for in the laſt 
entence of it, the word rendered believeth not, is 
Not ov Ti5evw,, in oppoſition to the firſt clauſe : but 
ard, an 8 which, by ſignifying equally, 
he who DISOBEYETH, and he who belteveth not, 
guards the doctrine of obedience as ſtrongly as that 


of faith, . 
SECT, 
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SECT, 111. An Anſwer to Mr. Berridge's capital 
Arguments againſt Sincere Obedience, 


The ſerious reader probably wonders at the pious 
Vicar of Everton, and aſks, if he ſupports his aſ- 
ſertions againſt ſincere obedience by arguments ? 
Yes, he « and ſome of them are ſo plauible, 
that the ſimple can hardly avoid being deceived by 
them; nay, and ſome of the judicious too: For 
aſking, laſt ſummer, a ſenſible clergyman, what part 
of Mr. Berridge's book he admired moſt, he con- 
vinced me of the ſeaſonableneſs of this publication, 
by replying, * I think him moſt excellent upon /n- 
cere obedience.” A glaring proof this, that the im- 
poſſibility of deceiving» the very elect is not ab/o- 
lute, and that our Lord did not give them an imper- 
tinent caution when he ſaid, Take heed that no 
man deceive you.” But let us hear Mr. Berridge. 

P. 23,4 Perhaps you think that Chriſt came: 
* ſhorten man's duty, and make it more feaſible by 
* ſhoving a commandment out of Moſes's tables, 
as the Papiſts have done; or by clipping and par- 
ing all the commandments, as the Moraliſts do. 
* Thus /ncere obedience, inſtead of perfect, is now 
„ conſidered as the law of works. But if Jeſus 
* Chriſt came to ſhorten man's duty, he came to 
* give us a licence to fin. For duty cannot be 
% ſhortened without breaking commandments. And 
* thus Chriſt becomes a miniſter of fin with a wits 
© neſs, and muſt be ranked at the head of autino- 
+* mian preachers.” — To this ſpecious argument I 
reply : 

1. After the Fall, Chriſt was given in the pro- 
miſe to mankind as a Mediator; and help was laid 
upon him to make man's duty | as a redeemed {inner ] 
feaſible. To deny it, is to deny man's redemption. 
At that firſt promulgation of the goſpel, what St. 
Paul calls th, Law of Faith, and St. James, the Law 
of Liberty took place. This gracious law has been 
in force under all the diſpenſations of the everlaſt- 
ing goſpel ever ſince. And according to its tenor, 

| in 
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in the day of judgment, we ſhall be juſtified or con- 
demned, Matt. xii. 97. 2. To aſſert that the lau 
of liberty, or the law of faith, requires of us para- 

iſaical innocence, and ſuch a perfection of bodily 
and rational powers as Adam had before the Fall, 
is to ſet Chriſt's mediation aſide; and to ſuppoſe, 


that it leaves us juſt where it found us, that is, un- 


der the old Adomic Covenant. g The law of 
liberty © neither ſhoves out, pares, nor clips“ any 
moral commandment ; for it condemns a man for 
the adultery of the eye, as well as for groſs fornica- 
tion ; and for the murder of the tongue or heart, 
as well as for manual aſſatlination ; and it requires 
us to love God with all our heart, and our neighbour 
as ourſelves, according to the light of our diſpenſa- 
tion, and the talent of power we have received from 


above. He that keeps this whole law, and breaks 


it in one point [as Saul did in the matter of Agag, 


David in the matter of Uriah, Judas in the matter 
of Mammon, ſome Corinthians and Galatians in 
biting one another, and ſome of the Chriſtians to 
whom St. James wrote, in deſpiſing the poor, and 
ſhewing a mean partiality to the rich]—be, I ſay, 
that knowingly and wilfully breaks this law in one 
point, is guilty of all; and he remains under the 
curſe of it, till he has repented, and reſumed the 
obedience of faith. Therefore, when our Lord ſub- 
ſtituted the law of liberty for the law of innocence, 
he neither „gabe us a licence to ſin,” nor“ became 
a miniſler of fin with a witneſs,” as Mr. Berridge 
raſhly affirnis, 4. The fourth Mo/azc command—- 
ment allows no manner of work, but the laſt edition 
of the Jaw of liberty allows all manner of works of 


neceſſity and mercy, to be done on the ſabbath. 


Our Lord therefore diſpenſes with the uncommon 
rigou, with which the Jews obſerved the ſacred 
day: And if Mr. Berridge will call that indulgence 


* clipping, paring,” or altering the 4th Command- 


ment, he 1s at liberty: but if we break a command- 
ment in availing ourſelves of our Lord's gracious 


_ diſpenſation, why does Mr. Berridge allow his man- 


ſervaut, 
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ſervant, his maid-ſervant, or his horſe to work on 
the Saturday! Why does he not keep the ſeventh 
day holy“ like the circumcized race?“ 5 

5. Innocent man with unimpaired powers, could 
yield perfect obedience, to the law of innocence: 
therefore that law made no allowance, no proviſion 
for any deficiency in duty. Not ſo the law of li- 
berty : for although it allows no wiltul fin, yet it 
does not reject ſprinkled, though as yet imperfett 
obedience. Nor does it, as ſome divines would per- 
ſuade the world, curſe the bud, becauſe it is not yet 
the bloſſom, or the bloſſom becaule it is not yet the 
fruit, or the fruit becauſe it 1s not yet ripe : pro- 
vided it tends to maturity, and harbours not zn/ences 
7ity, the worm that deſtroys evangelical obedience, 
It declares, that our works of faith are accepted ac- 
cording to what we have, and not according to what 
we have not. It graciouſly receives from a heathen 
the obedience of a heathen; and from a babe in 
Chriſt, the obedience of a babe. And inſtead of 
ſentencing to hell the man, whoſe pound has only 
gained fve | qr and in whom the ſeed of the 
word has only produced thzrty fold; it kindly allows 
him half the reward of him, whoſe pound has gained 
ten pounds, or in whom the ſeed has brought forth 
faxty-fold. But it ſhews no mercy to the unprofitable 
ſervant, who buries his talent; and it threatens with 
ſorer puniſhment the wicked ſervant, who turns the 
grace of God into laſciviouſneſs. 

6. Thus fincere obedience is now conſidered as 
« the law of works.“ Not ſo: but it is conſidered, 
even by judicious Calviniſts, as that obedience; 
which the law of liberty accepts of, by which it is 
fulfilled, and through which believers ſhall be ju/- 

tied in the great day. I might fill a volume with 
quotations from their writings ; but three or four 
will ſufficiently prove my aſſertion.— Joſeph Alleine, 
that zealous and ſucceſsful preacher, ſays in his 
Sure Guide to heaven, or Alarm to the Unconverted, 
Lond. 1705. p. 153, 154+ the terms of mercy 
[he ſhould have ſaid, The terms of eternal ſalvation] 


are 
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* are brought as low as poſſible to you. God has 
* ſtooped as low to ſinners, as with honour he can. 
* He will not be thought a fautor of ſin, nor ſtain 
the glory of his holineſs ; and whither could he 
come lower than he hath, unleſs he ſhould do 
this? He has abated the impoſſible terms of the 
firſt covenant, Acts xvi. 31. Prov. xxviii. 13. | 
He does not impoſe any thing unreaſonable or im- 
poſſible, as a condition of life.“ [Alleine ſhould 
have ſaid, as a condition of ETERNAL Ae IN GLO- 
RY ; for God in Chriſt moſt freely gives us an ini- 
tial life of grace, before he puts us upon perform- 
ing any terms, in order to an eternal life of glory. | 
* Two things were neceſſary to be done by you ac- 
* cording to the firſt covenant, &c. And for future 
* obeatence, here he is content to yield to your weak- 
* neſs and remit the rigor. He does not ſtand upon? 
[ /egal | perfection, &c. but is content to accept of 
: p N Gen. xvii. 11. 
Matthew Mead, in his treatiſe on The good of 
early Obedience, London, 1693, p. 932, ſays, * It 
* muſt be an upright and $INCERE OBEDIENCE. 
* Walk before me and be thou perfect, Gen. xvii. 1. 
In the margent it is, fincere or upright. So that 
* ſincerity and uprightneſs is new covenant perfec- 
tion. The perfection of grace in heaven is glory 
but the perfection of grace on earth is /ncerity.“ 
Mr. Henry perfectly agrees with Mr. Mead, when 
he thus comments upon Gen, vi. 9. Noah was a 
ůyuſt man and perfect He was perfect, not with a 
ſinleſs perfection [according to the firſt cove- 
nant | but a perfection of ſincerity. And it is well 
* for us, that by virtue of the covenant of grace, 
upon the {core of Chriſt's * be incerity 
is accepted as our goſpel perfection !- Hence it 
is that Dr. Owen ſays, a believer as /uch, ſhall be 
tried, judged, and juſtified, © by his own perſonal 
SINCERE OBEDIENCE,” Of Juſtification, p. 111, 
By comparing theſe Fair quotations with Mr. Ber- 
ridge's argument, my reader, without having the ſa- 
gacity of © an old fox,” will ſee, that * 
| iſm 
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iſm has loſt all decency in our days, and 1s not 
aſhamed to call © jack-o'-lanthorn,” &c. what the 
ſober Calviniſts of the laſt century called © goſpel 
ferfection . ä 
Laſtly, to inſinuate, as Mr. Berridge does, that 
* Chrt enen a mini/ter of fin with a witneſs, and 
* muſt be ranked at the head of antinomian preach- 
% erg, becauſe he has ſubſtituted the law of liberty 
for the old Adamic covenant, is ſomething ſo un- 
grateful in a believer, ſo aſtoniſhing in a goſpel- mi- 
niſter, that—But I ſpare the pio Vicar of Ever- 
ton, and riſe againſt thee, O Criſpianity ! Thou 
baſt ſeduced that man of God, and upon thee I 
charge his dreadful miſtake. However, he will per- 
mit me to conclude this anſwer to his ſhrewd argu- 
ment by the following query: It © CAriſt becomes a 


* miniſter of fin, and muſt be ranked at the head of 


% antinoman preachers,” for placing us under the 
Jaw of liberty, which curſes a fallen believer that 
breaks it in one point, | though it ſhould be only by 
ſecretly harbouring malice or luſt in his heart] what 
muſt we ſay of the divines, who give us to under- 
ſtand, that believers are not under the law preached 
by St. James, but under directions or “rules of 
life,” which they may break unto adultery and mur- 
der, without ceaſing to be God's pleaſant children, 
and men after his own heart? —Muſt theſe popular 
men be ranked at the head, or at the tail of the anti- 
nomian preachers ? : 

P. 24. Mr. Berridge advances another argument. 
If ſincere obedience means any thing, it muſt ſig- 
é nify, either doing what you can, or doing what 
* you vill. — l apprehend it means neither the one 
nor the other, but doing with uprightneſs what we 
know God requires of us, according to the diſpenſa- 
tion of grace which we are under ; meekly lament- 
ing our Aelence and aſpiring at doing all better 
and better every day. * So we are [ not | “ got upon 
the old ſwampy ground again,“ but ſtand upon the 
Rock of Ages, and there defend the law of liberty 
againſt miſtaken Solifidians. | 
Vol. III. F P. 27. 
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P. 27. Mr. Berridge inſtead of ſhewing, that our 
_ obedience is zn/incere, it we live in fin, and deſpiſe 
Chriſt's ſalvation, goes on mowing down all ſincere 
obedience without diſtinftion.—* I perceive, ſays 
he, you are not yet diſpoſed to renounce fincere obedi- 
ence :” and to engage us to it, he advances another 
argument, which, if it were ſound, would demoliſh, 
not only © /incere obedience,“ but true repentance, 
faith unſcigned, and all Chriſtianity. To anſwer 
it theretore, I only need to produce it ; ſubſtituting 
the words true repentance, or faith unfeigned, for 
* ſincere obedience,” which Mr. Berridge ridicules, 
thus : 

Fou might have reaſon to complain, If God had 
* made ſincere obedience ' | I ſay, true repentance, or 
faith unfeigned] * a condition of ſalvation : Much 
* talk of it there is, like the good man in the moon, 
yet none could ever ken it. I dare defy the ſcribes. 
* to tell me truly what fincere* | repemance}] * zs - 
* whether it means leaving half my ſins,” or 
one fiftteth, or one hundredth part; ihedding 
half a ſcore tears, or fifty, or one hundred. 1 
dare defy all the lawyers in the world to tell me, 
* whether faith unfeigned means” believing * A 
the bible, * or three quarters, or one 8 or one 
* fiftaeth, or one hundredth part; Or * whether it 
* means * believing with * a a grain of the 
*aith which removes a mountain-load of guilt, * or 
* one fiftieth, or one hundredth part of a grain: 
Or whether it implies believing with all our nh 
or with * half, or three quarters, or one quarter, 
Sc. Where muſl we draw the line? It ſurely 
needs a magic wand to draw it. See p. 27. |. 13, 


& c. 


Mr. Berridge invites me thus to retort his bad argument 
. againſt ſincere obedience, p. 94. l. 18 „ have been praying 
fifteen years for faith with ſome ear neſtneſs, and am not yet 
poſſeſt of more than half a grain. —Jeſus aſſures you that a ſingle 

rain, &c. would remove a mountain - load of guilt from the cou- 


Mr. 


cience,”” &c. 
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Mr. Berridge turns his flaming argument againſt 
fincere obedience, like the cherub's ſword, _— 
way, Take two more inſtances of his ſkill ; ſtill 
giving me leave to level at faith unfeigned, the 
total term 45 all ſalvation, what he ſays, againſt 
ſincere obedience—P. 28. If God has made ſincere 
* obedience ' [1 retort, faith unfeigned]! the OoN- 
* DITION * [or term] * of ſalvation, he would cer- 
* tainly have drawn the line, and marked out the 
boundary preciſely, becauſe our liſe depended on it.“ 
P. 28. * Sincere obedience * [I continue to ſay, 
Faith unfeigned] zs called a condition,” [or a term] 
and no one knows what it is, &c. O fine condi- 
* tion! Surely Satan was the author of it. — 

P. 24. * It is Satan's catch-word for the goſpel.” 
—P. 38. It is * nothing but a jack-o'-lanthorn, 
dancing here and there and every where,” &c. For 
P. 29, * If God has drawn no boundary, man muſt 
* draw it, and will draw it where he pleaſeth. Sin- 
* cere obedience [T ſtill retort, incere repentance, 
or true faith] thus becomes @ noſe of wax, and is 
* /o fingered as to off exactly every human =__ I 
© look upon this dotlrine, as the devil's maſler- piece, 

e 15 

And I look upon theſe aſſertions, as the maſter. 
piece of antinomian raſhneſs, and Geneva-logic in 
the mouth of the pious Vicar of Everton, Is it 
not ſurpriſing, that he who unmaſks the Chriſtian 
world, mould be ſo hood-winked by Calviniſm, as 
not to ſee, that there are as many fal/e profeſſors 
of SINCERE repentance and TRUE fazth, as there 
are of /ancere obedience; that even the Turks call 
themſelves muſſulmen, or true believers; and that 
he has full as much reaſon to call ſincere repent- 
ance, or true faith, a rotten buttreſs, @ no/e of wax, 
a paper. Aite, a jack-o'-lanthorn, &c. as ſincere obe- 
dence ? | | 

What a touch has this learned divine given here 
to the Ark of God, in order to prop up that of 
Calvin? And how happy is it for religion, that 
this grand argument againſt obedience, repentance, 

. B b 2 and 
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and faith, is founded upon an bypothetical propo- 
ſition, p. 29. 1. 8. If God has drawn no boun- 
dary ?” This ſuppoſition Mr.. Berridge takes for 
granted, though it is evidently falſe ; the boundaries 
of /encere obedience being full as clearly drawn in 
the Scriptures as thoſe of true repentance, and faith 
unfegoned. | 4 

God himſelf, without @ magic wand, has 
* drawn the line,” both in every man's conſcience, 
and in his written word. The line of emiſi obe- 
dience is drawn all over the Old Teſtament, eſpeci- 
ally Exod. xx. Pf. xv. Ezek. xvii, and Mic. vi. 8. 
The line of Chr:/ttan obedience is exactly drawn all 
over the New Teſtament, and moſt particularly in 
our Lord's ſermon upon the mount: And the line 
of Heathen faith and obedience is, without the ſerip- 
ture, drawn in every breaſt, by the gracious ligt, 
that enlightens every man who comes into the world. 
Through this light even Mabometans and Heathens 
may BELIEVE that God is, and that he ts @ rewarder 
of thein that diltgently ſeek him ; and by this FAITH 
they may work righteouſneſs, do to others as they 
would be done by, and ſo fulfil the law of liberty, 
according to their diſpenſation : And that ſome do 
is evident from theſe words of the apoſtle: When 
the gentiles, who have not the | written | law, do by 
nature [in its preſent ſtate of initial reſtoration, 
without any other aſſiſtance than that which divine 
grace vouchſates to all men univerſally] the things 
contained in the law; theſe having no [written] 
law, are a law unto themſelves, and ſhew the work 
[or precepts | of the law written in their hearts; 
their conſcience alſo bearing witneſs, and their 
thoughts accuſing or excuſing one another,” Rom, 
ii. 14, 15. Therefore, the dreadful blow, inadver- 
tenily ſtruck at all religion through the fide of 
fencere obedience, is happily given with a broken 
reed: Chriſtianity ſtands : The important term of 
fincere obedience, with re ſpect to adult perſons, has 
not Satan, but the bleſſed God for its author; and 
Anunomiamſm is more and more unmaſked.“ 


But 
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But theſe are not all Mr. Berridge's objeftions 
againſt ſincere obedience: For, p. go, he ſays, * / 
« works are a condition in the goſpel-covenant, then 
« works muſt make the WHOLE of it.“ Why ſo? 
May not faith and repentance, ſo long as they con- 
tinue true and lively, produce good works, their 
proper fruit? Why muſt the fruit make the whole® 
of the tree? Beſides, works being the evidencing 
cauſe of our ſalvation, according to the goſpel, you 
have no warrant from Scripture to ſay, they muſt 
make the whole cauſe of it. They agree extremely 
well with fa:th, the inſtrumental cauſe ; with Chriſt's 
blood, the properly meritorious _— and with God's 
mercy, the firſt moving cauſe. May I not affirm, 
that the motion of the fourth wheel of a clock, 1s 
abſolutely neceſſary to its pointing the hour, with- 
out ſuppoſing that ſuch a wheel muſt make the whole 
of the wheel-work? O how have the lean kine al- 
cending out of the lake of Geneva, eaten thole that 
fed ſo long near the river Cam ? SET, 
But you add, p. 30. Stncere obedience as à con- 
dition, will lead you unavoidably up to perfett obe- 
dence.” And Tuppoſe it ſhould, pray, where would 
be the misfortune ? Is it right to frighten the chriſ- 
tian world from /zncere obedience, by holding out 
to their view chriſtian perfection, as if it were Me- 
duſa's fearful head? Are we not commanded to go 
on to e Was not this one of our Lord's 
complaints againſt the Church of Sardis? *©.I 

have not found thy works perfett before God?“ 
Does not St. Paul ſum up all the law, or all obedi- 
ence in love? And does not St, John make honor- 
able mention of perfect love, and excite thoſe who 
are not made perfect in love, io have fellowſhip with 
nim? and with thoſe who could ſay, Our love is 
made perfett?” John iv. 17 ? Why then ſhould 
the world be driven from fencere, by the fear of 
erfett obedience? Eſpecially as our Lord never 
required ab/olute perfection from archangels, much 

-leſs from fallen man: The perfection which he 
Kindly calls us to, being nothing but a faithful im- 
B b g pProvement 
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provement of our talents, according to the propor- 
tion af the grace given us, and the ſtandard of the 
diſpenſation we are under. So that upon this foot 
ing, be whoſe one talent gains another, obeys as 
perfectly in his degree, as he whoſe five talents gain 
Sev more. Notwithſtanding all the inſinuations of 
thaſe „her of men, who beat the ſtreams of truth, 
to drive the fiſhes from chriſtian perfection into the 
antinomian net, God is not an auſtere maſter, 
much leſs a fooliſh one. He does not expect to 

where he has not ſown : or to reap wheat where 
he ſows only barley. Thoſe gracious words of our 
Lord, repeated four times in the goſpel, might alone 
filence them that diſcourage believers from going 
on to the perfettion of obedience peculiar to their 
diſpenſation, To every one that hath to purpole, ſhall 
be given, and he ſhall have abundance, he ſhall at 


tain the perfection of his diſpenſation ; but from him 


that hath not, becauſe he buries his talent, under 
pretence that his Lord requires unattainable obedi- 
ence, ſhall be taken away even that which he hath, 
Compare Matt. xiii. 12, with Matt. xxv. 29, Mark 
iv. 24, and Luke viii. 18. 

The two laſt arguments of Mr. Berridge againſt 
fincere obedience. may be retorted thus, 1. / faith 
35 a condition [or term | in the goſpel covenaut, then 


1 make the whole of it. But if this is true, 
what 


comes of Chriſt's obedience unto death? 
You reply, Faith neceſſarily ſuppoſes it. But you 
cannot eſcape : I follow you ſtep by ſtep, and ſay, 
The works I plead for, neceſſarily ſuppoſe not only 
our Lord's obedience unto. death, but faith, which 


vou call, “ the only term of all ſalvation.“ 2. You 


fay, Sincere obedience as à condilion uill lead you un- 
avordably up to perfect obedience. And I retort : 
Faith unteigned, as a term or condition, will lead you 


una voidably wp to perfet faith : For if the law of 


liberty commands us to love God with all our foul, 


it charges us alſo to believe in Chriſt with all our 


keart, Adds viii. 37. Should you reply, I am nat 
| £54 afraid . 


The Second Part of Check V. 295 
afraid of being led up to perfedt faith, I return the 


ſame anſwer with regard to perfedt obedience, | 

This argument againſt Aincere obedience, taken 
from the danger of going on to the peryſection of it, 
is ſo much the more extraordinary, when dropping 


from Mr. Berridge's pen, as it is demoliſhed by the 
words of his mouth, when he ings, 8 


Thee we would be always bleſſing, 
« Serve thee as thine hoſts above, 
% Pray and praiſe thee without ceaſing, 
„ Glory in thy perfect love. 


0 Finiſh then thy new creation; 
Pure and ſpotleſs may we be! 
« Triumph in thy full ſalvation, 


&« Perfedly reſtor'd by thee !” 


See A Collection of divine Songs, « Berridges 
M. 4. &c. p. 1 5 5 7 | 85 
To conclude : Another argument is often ur 
by this pious author to render the dottrine of a be- 
liever's final juftification by the evidence of works 
odious to humble fouls. He takes it for granted 
that it encourages boaſtzng ; ſtill confounding the 
works of faith, which he at times recommends as 
well as I, with the phariſaical works of unbelief, 
which I perpetually decry as well as he. But even 
this argument, about which the Calviniſts make fo 
much noiſe, may be retorted, thus: There is as 
much danger of being proud of one's faith, as of 
one's . of faith: And if Mr. Berridge preſſes 
me with Rom iii. 27, Boaſting is excluded by the 
law of faith; I reply, that, the works I plead for 
being the 2074s or FAlTH, his argument makes as 
much for me as for him; and I preſs him in my 
turn with Rom. xi. 48, 20, Boaſt not thyſelf 
againſt the branches. Thou ſtandeſt by faith. Be 
not high-minded, but fear,” Which ſhews, it is as 
poſſible, to be proud of faith, as of the works A | 

faith. Nor can a believer boaſt of the latter unle 


his 
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his humble faith begins to degenerate into vain 


fancy. 
Such are the capital objections, that Mr. Ber- 
ridge in his unguarded zeal for the firſt goſpel-ax. 
1om, has advanced againſt the ſecond. Should he 
attempt to exculpate himſelf by ſaying, that all his 
arguments againſt fancere obedience ate levelled at 
the hypocrzitcal obedience which phariſaic boaſters 
ſometimes call fncere ; I wy 1. It is pity he 
never once told his readers ſo. 9. It is ſurpriſin 
that he, who unmaſks the Chriſtian World, ſhould 
ſo maſk himſelf, as to ſay Juſt the reverſe of what 
y deſigns to attack un- 
cere obedience, why does he not attack it As zn/in- 
cere? And why does he advance no arguments 
againſt it, but ſuch as would give the deepeſt wound 
to truly ſincere obedience, if they were concluſive ? 
4. What would Mr. Berridge ſay of me, If I pub. 
liſhed an impious eſſay againſt divine worſhip in 
yu and to vindicate my conduct gave it out 


ſome months after, that I only meant to attack 


* the worſhip of the hoſt,” which makes a part of 
what the papr/ts call“ divine worſhip ? ” Would 
ſo lame an excuſe clear me before the unprejudiced 
world? But, 5. the worlt is, that if Calviniſm is 
true, all Mr. Berridge's arguments are as concluſive 
againſt evangelical, ſincere obedience, as againſt 
the hypocritical works of phariſees : For, if Chriſ- 
tians [who have time to add the works chiefly re- 
commended by St. James, to the faith chiefly 
preached by St. Paul | have a full, inamiſſible title 
to final-jultification without thoſe works, nay with 
the moſt horrid works, ſuch as adultery and mur- 
der; is it not evident that the paſſport of good works 
and. fencere obedience, is as needleſs to their eternal 
ſalvation, as @ rotten buttreſs, a paper-hite, or a 


Jack-o'-lanthorn 9 
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SECT. IV. When Mr, Berridge grants, that 
* our damnation is wholly from ourſelves,” he 
grants that our ſalvation is ſuſpended upon ſome 
term, which through grace we have power to 
fulfil ; and in this caſe, unconditional reproba- 
tion, ab/olute election, and finſhed ſalvation, are 
falſe doctrines; and Calvin's whole ſyſtem ſtands 
upon a ſandy foundation. 


When a man grants me {wo and two, he grants 
me four ; he cannot help it. If he exclaims againſt 
me for drawing the neceſſary inference, he only ex- 

oſes himſelf before men of ſenſe.— Mr. Berridge, 
P- 190, fully grants the ſecond goſpel-axiom : © Our 
damnation,” ſays he, ig wholly from ourſelves : 
Nevertheleſs he declares, p. 26, that there is“ an 
« abſolute impoſſibility. of being juſtified ” [or ſaved] 
in any manner by our works ;” and part of his 
book ſeems levelled at this propoſition of the Mi- 
nutes, ** Salvation not by the merit of works, but 
by works as a condition.” Now, if I am not miſ- 
taken, by granting the above-mentioned goſpel-ax« 
iom, as all moderate Calviniſts do, he grants me Mr. 
Weſley's propoſition, together with the demolition 
of Calvimſm! For, 
I. If my damnation is wholly from myſelf, * it is 
not the neceſſary conſequence of an abſolute, effica- 
ctous decree of non, election, for then my damnation. 
would be wholly from God. Nor is it the neceſſary 
conſequence = the devil's temptation, for then 1t 
would be from the devil: Nor is it (upon the goſ- 

pel plan) the nece/ary conſequence of Adam's fall; 


* By the word wholly, Mr. Berridge cannot mean that our 
damnation may not have fecondary cauſes, ſuch as a tempting 
devil, an alluring world, wicked company, a bad book, &c. He 
is too wile to deny it. All I ſuppole he means, as well as my- 
ſelf, is, that every reprobate is the primary, meritorious cauſe 
of his damnation. Juſt as divine grace in Chriſt is the primary, 
meritorious cauſe of our ſalvation ; although under that original, 
prioci pal, leading cauſe, there are inferior, inſtrumental, evi - 
dencing cauſes, ſuch as Bibles, Miniſters, religious converſa - 
tion, faith, good works, &c. 3 
becauſe, 


9 
„ 1 
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becauſe, altho' I fell ſeminally into a ſtate of dam- 
nation in the loins of Adam, yet the free gift came 
ſeminally upon me, as well as upon all men, unto 
initial juſtzfication; for I was no lefs in Adam, 

when God raiſed him up by the true promile of a 
Mediator, than when he fell by the lying promiſe of 
the tempter. 

Now, if my damnation is neither from any un- 
conditional decree of reprobation, nor from the fall 
of Adam, what becomes of Apollyon and his ſiſter, 
the great Diana? What becomes of ab/olute re- 
probation, and its infeparable companion, uncondi- 
tional election? What becomes of all the horrors 
that St. Paul is ſuppoſed to father upon the God of 
love, Rom. ix? In a word, What becomes of Cal. 
viniſm ? 

Again, If “ my damnation ts wholly from ny- 
/elf,” the Juſt Judge of all the earth muſt damn me 
perſonally for ſomething, which he had put it in my 
power perſonally to do or to leave undone. 
damnation then, and conſequently my ſalvation, is 
neceſſarily ſuſpended on ſome term or condition, 
the performance or non-performance of which, 1s at 
my option, Nor is light more contrary to darknels, 
than theſe two propoſitions of Mr. Berridge are to 
each other, Our damnation is wholly ph OUT 
ſelves :”” And, * St. Paul plainly ſhuts out all works 

of fincere obedience, as a CONDITION * of eternal 
alvation, On the firſt, ſtand the Minutes and the 
Checks; on the ſecond, Calviniſm and Antinomi- 
aniſm. And as ſome of Mr. Berridge's readers 

cannot receive two incompatible propoſitions, they 
deſire to know which of them we muſt give to the 
winds, with the paper-kite of ſincere obedience ? 

I hope that gentleman will not endeavour to 
ſcreen aride by ſaying, that the reprobates are 
1 damned merely for their perſonal ſins, and therefore 

[| their damnation is wholly from themſelves. An il- 
luſtration will eaſily ſnew the fallacy of this argu= 
ment, by which E. lvinilm is frequenily kept in 


countenance, 80 
A Monarch, 
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not hypocritical as a crocodile, 
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A Monarch, in whole dominions all children are 
naturally born lame, makes a law, . that all who ſhall 
not walk ſtrait before a certain day, ſhall be calt 
into a fiery furnace. The terrible day comes, and 
myriads of lame culprits ſtand before him. His 
anger ſmokes againſt them, and with a {ſtretched out 
arm he thunders: Depart from me, ye curſed, into 
that place of torment prepared for obſtinate offend. 
ers: for when I bid you walk upright, ye perſiſted 
to go lame, Go, burn to all eternity, and as ye 
burn, clear my juſtice; and remember, that your 
* is WHOLLY from YOURSELVES, | 

. WrnoLLy from OURSELVES |! they reply with 
one voice: Was it ever in our power not to be 
born lame; or to walk upright in our crippled con- 
dition? Waſt not thou acquainted with our natu- 
ral misfortune? When a wonderful man came in- 
to thy kingdom, to heal the lame, didſt thou not 
order that he ſhould paſs us by ? It he and his ſer. 
vants have tantalized us with general offers of a free 
cure, doſt thou not know, they were complimental, 
lying offers? Haſt thou forgotten, how thou or- 
dered'ſt the loving Phy ſician who wept over us, ne- 
ver to prepare one drop of his purple tincture for 
us ? $ 6 how thy * ſecret will” bound us with 
the inviſible chains of an efficacious decree of pre- 
terition, that we might never come at that precious 
remedy ? In a word, was it not from the beginning 
thy fixt determination, that as we were born lame 
and helpleſs ſubjeQs to thy crown; ſo we ſhould re- 
main the lame and remedileſs victims of thy wrath? 
If therefore thou wilt ſhow the boundleſs extent of 
thy grim ſovereignty, by caſting us into that flaming 
abyſs, do it; for we cannot reſiſt thee ! but do not 
pretend that. we have pulled down thy wrath upon 
us. Rob, O rob us not of the only alleviation, that 
our deplorable caſe can admit of, viz. the comfort 
of thinking, that our deſtruction is not from our. 
ſelves. If thou wilt be fierce as a lion, at leaſt be 


Hear, 
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Hear, ye Heavens, replies the abſolute monarch, 
give ear, O Earth, and judge of the juſtice of my 
proceedings againſt theſe lame culprits. In conſe- 
uence of a permiſſive, efficacious decree of mine 
ve or fix thouſand years ago, one of their anceſtors 
brought lameneſs upon himſelf and upon them: 
therefore their neceſſary lameneſs, and the fearful 
deſtruktion with which I am going to puniſh their 
lame ſteps, are wholly from themſelves, Are not 
my ways equal, and theirs unequal? And far from 
being a crocodile towards them, am I not a lamb 
in whoſe mouth is no guile? Or at leaſt a lion, 
who like that of the tribe of Judah, uſe my ſove- 
reign power only according to the cleareſt dittates 
of Ju ice and equity ? — Qut of thine own mouth, 
reply the wretched culprits, the world of rational 
beings will condemn thee, thou true king of terrors! 
Thou acknowledgeſt that thouſands of years before 
we were born one of our anceſtors brought upon us 
the neceſſary lameneſs, in conſequeuce of which we 
muſt be all into that fiery furnace, without having 
ever had it in our power to take one ſtraight flep z 
and yet thou ſayeſt that our deſtruftion is 9 
from ourſelves ! If thou wert not loſt to all ſenſe 
of equity and regard for truth, thou wouldſt Jay, 
that our condemnation is not from ourſelves, but 
wholly from a man wbom moſt of us never heard 
of: unleſs thou waſt the grand contriver of the fall, 
which brought on his lameneſs and ours; and in 
that caſe our deſtruction is far leſs from him than 
from thy/elf. Beſides, thou haſt publiſhed a decree, 
in which thou declareſt, They ſhall ſay no more, 
The fathers have eaten ſour grapes, and the chil- 
dren's teeth are ſet on edge: but every one ſhall die 
for his own iniquity, Behold all ſouls are mine, as 
the foul of the father, ſo alſo the ſoul of the ſon is 
mine: The ſoul that ſinneth it ſhall die,” the death 
thou deſigneſt us. Now iniquity that we could 
never perſonally help, an iniquiiy cauſed by one of 
our anceſtors, can never be our own iniquity, con- 
tradiſtinguiſhed from that of our fathers, It thou 
didſt 
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didft caſt all the aſſes of thy kingdom into thy fiery 
furnace, becauſe they do not bray as melodioufly as 
the nightingale ſings ; or all the ravens, becauſe 
they are not as white as ſwans ; couldſt thou with 
any truth ſay, Their torments are wholly from theme 
ſelves ? And haſt thou any more reaſon to fay that 
our perdition is from ourſelves, when thou burneſt 


us merely for our natural, neceſſary lameneſs, and 


tor the lame ſteps that it has naturally and neceſſarily 
occaſioned ? | 

The judicious Reader will enter into this Illuſ- 
tration, without being preſented with a key of m 
own making; and truſting his candor and good ſen 


with that buſineſs, I draw the following inferences 


from the ſecond goſpel-axiom, which Mr. Berridge 
has explicitly granted. 1. God does not prevari- 
cate, but ſpeaks a melancholy truth when he ſays, 
O lfrael thou haſt deſtroyed thy/e/f.” 2. Every 
reprobate is hts own deſtroyer, not only becauſe he 
has wilfully ſinned away the juſtification mentioned 
Rom. v. 18, by which all infants are entitled to the 
kingdom of heaven ; but alſo becauſe he wilfully 
rejects the ſalvation really prepared for, and fencerely 
offered to him in Chriſt. g. According to the ſe- 
cond covenant, we are never in a ſtate of perſonal 
damnation, till we have perſonally buried the talent 
of that grace which brangeth ſalvation, and hath ap- 
feared to all men. 4. Calviniſm, which teaches the 
reprobates fully to exculpate themſelves, and juſtly 
to charge God with ſhu ing, lying, injuſtice, cru- 
elty, and hypocriſy, is a ſy ſtem that does the repro- 
bates infinite honour, and the divine perfections un- 
ſpeakable injury. And, 5. When Mr. Berridge 
maintains, that “ our damnation is wholly from oure 
ſelves,” he maintains indirectly, that the Minutes 
and Checks, which neceſſarily ſtand or fall with that 


goſpel-axiom, are truly ſcriptural, Thus, like other 


pious Calviniſts,* he gives.us an excellent doſe of 


The warm author of a pamphletintitled, © Dr. Cri/þ's Ghoſt, 
t or @ Check _ Checks + Being @ Bridle for Antinomans, and 
« aWhip for Pelagian and Armenian Methodiſts,” with this motto, 
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antidote to expel antinomian poiſon. But who ſhall 

recommend it to the Calviniſtic world? Mr. Weſ- 

ley they will not hear: My Checks they will not 
read, 


Without are dogs, and whoſoever loveth and maketh a lie; de- 
ſigned, it ſeems, to whip the Arminian dogs, and to prove that 


Flavel, Baxter, Williams, and I, make @ lie, when we repre- 


ſent Criſp as an abettor of antinomian dotages. This warm 
author, 7 ſay, informs us, that even Criſp, overcome by the 
glaring evidence of truth, once ſaid : “I muſt read the fearful 
doom of all, who have not learned this leſſon [ denying ungodli- 
ne/s] and are not yet taught it of God, &c. They are yet in 
the gall of bitterneſs and in the bond of iniquity, and have not 
their part in this matter. I ſay, as yet, this is their fearful 
doom, and af they continue thus — their leſſon, there can 
be no falvation by grace for them, Not every one that ſays, 
Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he 
that doth the will of my Father which is in heaven, &c. Some 
licentious, ungodly wretches, I know, reply, though to their 
own ruin, &c. that Chriſt juſtifies the ungodly, and we are ſaved 
faith without works: But alas! they obſerve not how cun- 
ningly the devil equivocates to lull them aſleep in their ungodly 
tices. It is true indeed that Chriſt juſlifies the ungodly, that 
15, he finds them ungodly when he imputes his righteouſneſs to 
them: but he does not leave them ungodly after he has inſpired 
them, he teacheth them to deny ungodlineſs. He affords no 
cloak to perſeverance in ungodlineſs, but will come in flaming 
fire, with his mighty angels to render vengeance unto ſuch. He 
that denies not ungodlineſs, him will Chriſt deny before his Fa- 
ther which is in ap ax W t wy = 1 with 
roſs Sophiſtry, in fo clear a ſunſhine of the goſpel! Is not 
ligt 1 bright that thine own heart checks thee ? And 
if thine heart condemns thee, God is greater, and ſearches all 
things.“ 3 
Hail! Criſp. Far from checking my Checks, and whipping 
the Arminian dog, in a happy moment thou manfully abel 
St. James's battle; thou calleſt the doctrine of the Checks 


« ſunſſtine; and whip; thine own ſpeculative error out of the 
church as © groſs /ophiſtry.” 3 
Dr. Criſp | as quoted by his Opponent] almoſt diſcovered once 
the important difference between the ſalvation of a ſinner, pre- 
vious to works; and the ſalvation of a beltever, conſequent upon 
works. | 
His excellent words run thus. It is true alſo, we are ſaved 
« by faith without works, but here alſo Satan equivocates as 
&« grolsly as in the other caſe; for though faith only faves with- 
« out works efficiently, yet not conſequentially, as | ſaid before: 
6« that is, though faith only ſaves, yet that faith mult not be 
„alone 
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read. Go then, © vatiant Serjeant IF.” Thou 
tomeſt from Everton, therefore thou ſhalt be wel- 
tome. Thou knoweſt the way to the cloſets of So- 
lifidians ; nay, thou art there already with * Te 
- Chriſtian World unmaſked. 


SECT. V. Mer. Berridge candidly grants the con- 
ditionality of Perſeverance, and conſequently of 
Election, by ſhowing much reſpect to“ Sein 
IF,” who: * guards the camp of Feſus: But 
ſoon picking a quarrel with the valiant Serjeant, 


« alone that ſaves, but muſt be attended with it's fruits, to wit, 
« denying ungodlineſs; elſe it is ſo far from ſaving, that it is 
4 but a dead faith, and he is but a vain man that has no better, 
* as St. James well affirms. The perſon 1 muſt deny 
4 ungodlineſs, though this denial works not his ſalvation.“ 
[this is very true, if it is underſtood either of initial ſalvation, 
or of the primary cauſe of eternal ſalvation.] Our Saviour 
% ſpeaks to the ſame purpoſe, A good tree bringeth forth good 
% fruit; He does not ſay the fruit makes it a good tree, yet the 
% good fruit is inſeparable. I ſpeak not, of quantities or de- 
« grees, &c. but of the truth, to wit, a real and ſincere denial 
, ungodlineſs.”—Excellent! To whip the dogs, the Rev. 
Mr. P——1, needs only prove, that when David robbed Uriah 
of the ewe-lamb that lay in his boſom, tried to kill his ſoul with 
drunkenneſs, and treacherouſly killed his body with the ſword of 
the Ammonites, he really and fincerely denied ungodlineſs." 
And that his faith produced the good fruit, which is 1NSEP A» 
RABLE from ſaving faith. The moment this is done, I promiſe 
the public to clear pious Calviniſts in general from the charge of 
 ſheculative Antinomaniſm, Dr. Criſp in particular from that of 
glaring contradiction, and his zealous ſecond, who accuſes me 
with © groſs falfities,” from Calviniſtic raſhneſs. | 
We can no more exculpate warm Calviniſts, when they be- 
tray holineſs into the hands of practical Antinomians, becauſe 
they now and then ſpeak honourably of good works ; than we 
can clear Pontius Pilate, from the guilt of delivering the Meſ- 
ſiah to the Jews, becauſe he once ſolemnly “ took water, and 
waſhed his hands before the multitude, ſaying, I find no fault 
in this juſt perſon; I am innocent of his blood See ye to it.“ 
If the author of the Whip for the Arminians conſiders this, or 
if he turns to Check IV. p. 40, where I produce D. Williams's 
obſervation concerning Criſp's incon ſiſtency, he will be probably 
leſs forward in checking Checks, that he "1 not candidly conſi- 
dered ; and in makin 1 8 for the backs of his honeſt neigh- 
bours, leſt ſome of them ſhould take them from him to laſh his 
miſlakes and chaſliſe his precipitation. ont. 
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04 Logica Genevenſis continued; Or, 
he diſcharges him as a Jew, opens the camp to 
the Antinomians by oppoſing to them only a ſham 


centinel, and ſhows the foundation of Calviniſm 
in a molt ſtriking light. | | | 


The pious author of * The Chriſtian World 
unmaſked,” ſpeaking of the Calviniſtic doctrine of 
unconditional perſeverance, which he confounds 
with the evangelical doctrine of conditional perſe- 
verance, p. 194, ſays with great truth, provided he 
had ſpoken of the latter: It “ affords a ſtable prop 
to upright minds, yet lends no wanton cloak to 
corrupt hearts. It brings a cordial to revive the 

« faint, and keeps a guard to check the forward, 
The guard attending on this doctrine, is Serjeant 
F; low in ſtature, but lofty in ſignificance; a 
„ very valiant guard, though a monoſyllable. Kind 
„ notice has been taken of the Serjeant by Jeſus 
« Chriſt and his apoſtles ; and much refpett is due 
4 unto him, from all the Lord's recruiting officers, 
and every ſoldier in his army. Pray liffen to the 
*« Serjeant's ſpeech : IF ye continue in my word, 
” then are ye my diſciples indeed, John viii. g1. IF 
% ye do theſe things, ye ſhall never fall, 2 Pet. i. 10. 
F what ye have heard ſhall abide in you, ye ſhall 

% continue in the Son and in the Father, 1 f ii. 
* 24 We are made partalers of Cuhriſt, IF we hold 
« ftedfaft unto the end, Heb. iii. 14. Whoſo looketh 
* and continueth (that is, IF he that looketh doth 
continue) ix the perfect law of liberty, that man 
„ ſhall be bleſſed in his deed, James i. 15. — And 
again, p. 194, IF backſliders fancy, they mult all 
be reflored by repentance, becauſe David was re- 
* ſtored, and Peter was; they might as well ſup- 
««. poſe, they muſt all be tranſlated into Heaven with- 
„out dying.“ becauſe Enoch and Elijah were.” 


P- 199, |. 17th, 


Upon 


Here Mr. Berridge, in a fit of legality, far exceeds the li- 

mits of the truth which I maintain in the Checks: For he inſi- 

nuates, that the recovery of backiliders is as improbable 1 | 
Py ' I 
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Upon this plan of doctrine, we are ready to lay 
by our controverſial pens, and ſhake hands with our 
Calviniſt brethren. All that we deſire of them, in 
order to a laſting agreement, is—1. To conſider what 
1s implied in the preceding conceſſions ; and not to 
gag Serjeant I, when he honeſtly ſpeaks the very 
words of the Captain of our ſalvation, or thole of 
the Apoſtles his lieutenant-generals:— 2. Not to call 
him a Galalian, or a Papiſt, when he is found in 
company with St. James.—. Not to enter an action 

againſt him, tor diſturbing the peace of thoſe back- 
{1iders, who have denied the faith, and loſt their firſt 
love, now quietly hug a boſom ſin, or take their 
Laodicean reſt on the pillow of /e/f-eleftion ;—4. 
Not to put him under arreſt, for heading a platoon 
of hoſt whom ſome of the abſolute elett call dia- 
bolontans, becauſe they doubt the truth of unconditi- 
onal election, or election without IF; and chuſe to 
fire at n, rather than at their captain.—And z. not 
to ſay to him, Hail! Serjeant, kiſſing him as if he 
were a good Chriſtian, in order to betray him with 
ſome decency into the hands of the Antinomians, as 
a © circumciſed caitiff.“ 1 

- Whether my pious Opponent has nor treated the 
honeſt Serjeant in that manner, I leave the candid 
reader to 8 „Vet take notice,” [| ſays he, 
p. 194. | © that Serjeant IF is not of Jewiſh, but 
** Chriſtian parentage ; not ſprung from Levi, tho 
* a ſon of Abraham; no centinel of Moſes,. but a 
waichman for the camp of Jeſus. He wears no 
* dripping beard, like the circumciſed race; and is 
no legal bluſtering condition to purchale man's 
ſalvation, but a modeſt goſpel evidence to prove 
* the truth of grace. He tells no idle tales.“ — 
Enough, Sir, it he tells no idle tales,” he does not 
cavil and quibble, much leſs does he deny his pro- 
per name, and well-known meaning. Although he 


* 


64 


bodily tranſlation into heaven. For my part, ſevere as I am re- 
prefented to backſliders, I believe their return is ten thouſand 
times more probable, than their going to heaven as Enoch and 
Elijah did. n | | 
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no more dreams of “ purchaſing man's ſalvation,” 
than you do, yet he is conditional [F,—Serjeant IF. 
a very valiant guard to the ſcriptural dottrine of 
perſeverance, and an irreconcileable enemy to Cal. 
viman election, and © antinomian dotages.” 
O ye Oppoſers of the ſecond goſpel-axiom, 
« Pray come and peep !''—See Calviniſm ** unmaſke 
ed” by one of your principal leaders, who ſhews 
to the world the futile foundation of your doctrine 
of grace !—Thanks be to his humourous honeſty, 
we ſee now, that thoſe famous dottrines ſtand upon 
the ſuper- metaphyſical difference there is, between 
IF, and [F ;—between Jewiſh IF, and Chriftian 
TF ;—legal IF, and 3 F; I Fat Made- 
hen IF, the culprit ap- 
pears in the Foundery-pulpit, ke tells idle tales, it 
ſeems! he lily diſguiſes himſelf ! But when IF, 
the orthodox, ſhews himſelf in the deſk at Everton, 
(for it is to be feared, that he ſeldom appears in the 
pulpit valianliy to guard Bible perſeverance) he 
never equivocates! When he ſays to people that 
never ſtood, or to people that can never fall, [F ye 
do theſe things, ye ſhall never fall, &c. He is not 
a condition, ud yet he never ſhuffles! Thele are 
ſtrange hints indeed! 
Patient Reader, permit me to try, by the follow- 
ing queſtions, the ſolidity of the Calviniſtie diſtine- 
tion between [F and IF, which ſupports the amaz- 
ing weight of the great Diana. 1. When the goſ- 
pel ſaid io David, 1F ther doſt theſe things thou ſhalt 
never fall, and he fell into adultery : wes © Sergeant 
IF a MODEST goſpel evidence to prove the truth of 


his grace?” And ſuppoſing he was ſuch a mode 


evidence, did he“ lend no wanton cloak ts à corrupt 
heart? ''—2, When our Lord ſaid to the young 
ruler, IF thou wilt be pere, /ell all; was Serjeant 
IF, of Jewiſh, or Chriſtian parentage g. How 
ſhall I know when the Serjeant is “ a centinel of 
Moſes,” or when he is “ a watchman for the camp 
e/us?” Should you anſwer, A Zew:ſkh IF wears 
rip ing beard, you may indeed by ſuch an argue 
| : ment 


0 
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ment convince, and entertain ſome Calvinifts ; but 
you leave me quite in the dark; and with © /ome 
very honeſt folks, who are caſt in a fee foundery,” 
inſtead of ** ringing a fire-bell,” I ſmile at your 
wit and orthodoxy, but can no more ALTER As. 
what you mean by an IF, * with a dripping beard,” 
than you could conceive what I would be at, If. I 
ſpoke of a Yes, with a long tail, or a Perhaps, with 
ful horns.—4. How ſhall I diſtinguiſh a * 1 
gal” from an evangelical IF? Should you ſay, that 
the © legal, 3 Serjeant wears an halberd, 
but the evangelical, mild IF has no weapon at all: 
I aſk, What buſineſs has an unarmed IF, in * the 
camp of Jeſus?” Why do you call him Serjeant g 
Is he not a ſham centznel, a ridiculous ſcore crow. 
to deceive the ſimple, rather than * a very valiant 
guard to check the ny ?”V—;. How ſhall I make 
a difference between an Everton IF. and a Madeley 
JF? When I have read my Bible in both places, 
I have always found the Sergeant exactly of the ſame 
ſtature; he always appeared in the ſame black regi- 
mentals: and to this day a Madeley FF, exactly au- 
ſwers to the deſcription, that the pious Vicar of 
Everton gives of him. He is © @ mono/54lable, low 
in flature, but of lofty ſignificance :”” Whereas the 
Everton FF, is yet tower in fagnificance than in a- 
ture, ſince you make it 1 nothing. Should 
you reply, that a Madeley IF is * like one of the 
circumciſed race; I anſwer, that altho' about ele- 
ven years ago I cireumciſed him with an antinomian 
knife, yet I did not quite mutilate him. But I could 
name a goſpel miniſter, who has ſerved more than 
three apprenticeſhips at a noted hall of phyſic, by 
whom the unhappy Serjeant has not only been “ ex. 
cumciſcd, but quite emaſculated, yea, deprived of 
his very vitals. For when IF, in the above- quoted 
Scriptures, is abſolutely diveſted of conditionality, 
and turned into an unneceſſay evidence of grace, 
which the elect can do without, as well as David 
and Solomon; may it not be compared to a dead 
Serjeant, whoſe lungs and heart are pulled 2 z 
| | Wade 
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whoſe ill. ſmelling remains, far from being a var. 
iant guard” againſt the forward, prove an entici1 
lure to unclean birds, who fly about in ſearch of a 
carcaſe. | 
Excuſe Reader, this prolix and ludicrous defence 
of the Serjeant. The ſubjett, though treated in ſo 
queer a manner, is of the utmoſt importance ; for 
the Minutes, the Checks, and the ſecond goſpel- 
axiom, ſtand or fall with Serjeant IF. If he is a 
coward, a knave, or a cypher, Antinomianiſm will 
ſtill prevail; but if he recovers his true and /ofty 
ae he will ſoon rid the church of antinomian 
dotages. As * much reſpe& is due unto him,” and 
to St. James's undefiled religion, which the ingeni- 
ous book I quote indirealy undermines, I thought 
it my duty to open my bag alſo, and Jet out a 
ferret, or to ſpeak exactly the —_— of Everton, 
4 Fox,” to chaſe * a ſtraggling gooſe hard at hand.“ 
Take notice however, that, by the goo/e,” I do not 
mean the reverend author of the World unmaſked, 
for he has wit enough, and to ſpare; but the © wag. 
ling dame,” Calviniſtic contradiction, alias Logrca. 
Geneven/ts, And now, reader, I lay her before how, 
not to make thee ** /up upon ber amid/t a deal 
of cackling muſic, but that thou wouldſt help me to 
nail her up to the everlaſting doors of the temple of 
truth, as ſportſmen do cranes and foxes to the doors 
of their rural buildings, 


CONCLUSION. 


Were J to conclude theſe ſtrictures upon the dan- 
gerous tenets, inadvertently advanced, and happily 
contradicted, in The Chriſttan World unmaſked, with- 
out profeſſing my brotherly love and ſincere reſpect 
for the ingenious and pious Author; I ſhould wron 
him, myſelf, and the cauſe which I defend. I ouly 
do him juſtice when I fay, that few, very few of 
our elders, equal him in devotedneſs to Chriſt, zeal, 
diligence, and miniſterial ſucceſs, His indefatigable 
labours in the word and dodtirine, entitle him to a 
double ſhare of honour; and I invite all my —_— 
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with me to efteem him highly in love for his Maſter's, 
and his work's ſake ; intreating them not to under- 
value his vital piety, on account of his antinomian 
opinion; and beſeeching them to conſider, that his 
errors are ſo much the more excuſable as they do not 
influence his moral conduct, and he refutes them 
himſelf, far more than his favourite ſcheme of doc- 
trine allows him to do. Add to this, that thoſe very 
errors ſpring in a great degree from the idea, that he 
honours Chriſt by receiving, and does God ſervice 
by propagating them. TOW 
The deſire of catching the attention of his readers, 
has made him chuſe a witty, facetious manner of 
writing, for which he has a peculiar turn ; and the 
neceſſity I am under of ſtanding his indirect attack, 
obliges me to meet him upon his own ground, and 
to encounter him with his. own weapons, I beg, that 
what paſſes for evangelical humour in him, may not 
be called indecent levity in me. A ſharp pen ma 
de guided by a kind heart; and ſuch, I am perſuad- 
ed, 1s that of my much eſteemed antagoniſt, whom 
1 publicly invite to my pulpit ; proteſting that 1 
ſhould be edified, and overjoyed, to hear him en- 
'force there the guarded ſubſtance of his book, which 
notwithſtanding the vein of ſolifidianiſm I have ta- 
ken the liberty to open, contains many great and 
glorious truths, 8 
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Being A CREED for ARMINIANSs,“ compoſed 
by Richard Hill, Eſq;: To which is oppoſed A 
CREED for thoſe who believe that CHRIST 
taſted Death for every Man. By the Author of 
the Checks to Antinomianiſm. : 


In doctrine ſhow uncorruptne/s, gravity, /incertty, 
found ſpeech that cannot 1 ; that he who 
4s of the contrary part may be aſhamed. 

8 | 5 TI r. ii. 7. 8. 1 


PREFACE. 
In which the Author gives an account of Mr. Hill's 
new method of attack, and makes ſome recon- 
ceiling conceſſions to the Calviniſts, by means of 
which their ſtrongeſt arguments are unnerved, 
and all that is truly ſcriptural in Calviniſm is 


openly adopted into the anti-calvinian dottrine of 
grace. | 


WE ſhould be deſervedly confidered as bad 
Proteſtants, if we were not ready always to 
give an anſwer with meekneſs to every man [much 
more to Mr. Hill, a gentleman of piety, learning, 
reputation, wit, and fortune,] who ,L us a reaſon 
of the hope that is in us. e confeſs that after the 
way, which our opponents call the hereſy of the 
Ar minians and Perfectioniſis, we worſhip the God 
of our Fathers ; believing what is written in the 
Scripture concerning the extent of redemption by 
price and by powers 43240 2B) 


Concerning 


Concerning the extent of Chriſt's redemption by 
price we believe, that ke, by the grace of God taſted 
death to procure initial ſalvation for every man, and 
eternal * for them that obey kim: And con- 
cerning the extent of his redemption by power, we 
are perſuaded, that, when we come to God by him, 
he is able and willing to /ave to the uttermoſt our 
ſouls from the guilt and pollution of fin Bere, and 
our bodies from the grave and from corruption kere- 
after. | 
ud regard to our extenſive views of Chriſt's 
redemption by price, Mr. Hill calls us Arminians + 
and with reſpett to our believing, that there is no 
perfect faith, no perfect repentance in the grave; 
the Chriſtian graces of repentance, faith, hope, pa- 
tience, &c. muſt be perfected here or never; and. 
with reſpe& to our confidence that Chriſt's Blood, 
fully applied by his Spirit, and apprehended by per- 
fect faith, can cleanſe our hearts from all unrighte- 
ouſneſs before we go into the purgatory of the Cal- 
vint/ts, or into that of the Papr/ts, that is, before we 
go into the valley of the ſhadow of death, or into 
the ſuburbs of hell ;—with reſpett to this be/zef and 
confidence, I ſay, Mr. Hill calls us Perfectioniſts; 
and appearing once more upon the ſtage of our con- 
troyeily, he has lately preſented the public with 
what he calls, A Creed for Arminians and Perfec- 
tioni/ls,” which be introduces in theſe words; * The 
* following confeſſion of faith however ſhocking, 
not to ſay blaſphemous, it may appear to the hum. 
„ ble Chriſtian, muſt inevitably be adopted, if not 
in expreſs words, yet in ſubſtance, by every Ar- 
* minian and Perfectioniſt whatſoever ; though the 
* laſt article chiefly concerns ſuch as are ordained 
* miniſters in the Church of England,” And as 
among ſuch miniſters, Mr. J. Weſley, Mr. W. 
Sellon, and myſelf, peculiarly oppoſe Mr. Hill's 
calvinian doctrines of abſolute election and Ne | 
tion, and of a death-purgatory ; he has put the ini- 
tial letters of our names to his Creed: hoping, no 
doubt, to make us peculiarly aſhamed of our prin. 


Ciples, 
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ciples. And indeed fo ſhould we be, if any “ bla/- 
ous or ſhocking '' conſequence “ znevitably® 
flowed from them. 3 
But how has Mr. Hill proved that this is the cafe? 
Has he ſupported his charge by one argument ? No: 
But among ſome conſequences, of our doftrine, 
which are quite barmleſs and ſcriptural, he has fixed 
upon us ſome ſhocking conſequences, which have 
no nec 1 connexion with any of our dottrines of 
ace, e apprebend therefore, that by this me- 
od, Mr. Hill has expoſed his inattention more than 
our © hereſy.” 
If Mr. Hill had ſaid before a thouſand witneſſes, 
I hold ten guineas in my right hand, and ten in my 
left, could the author of the Checks wrong him, or 
expoſe his own candor, if he inſiſted upon the truth 
of this conſequence, * Then Mr. Hill holds twenty 
guineas in both his hands.” And if Mr. Hill pro- 
teſted ever ſo long, that be holds but een in all, 
and that I am a * calummator ” for taying that he 
holds twenty e would not all the witneſſes, who are 
impartial and acquainted with the proportion of 
numbers, clear me of the charge of calumny and 
accuſe Mr. Hill of inattention? Again: If I had 
| ſaid before the ſame witneſſes, that I have two gui- 
neas in my right band, and two in my leſt ; and if 
Mr. Hill, to keep his error in countenance by 
bringing me in guilty of as great a miſlake as bis 
own, fixed the following conſequence upon my al- 
ſertions, * Then you hold /evꝭ˖j guineas in both 
your hands; would he not expole himſelf more 
than me? And would not all the candid ſpectators 
declare, that although I have a right to maintain that 
ten and ten make twenty, my opponent cannot rea- 
ſonably aſſert that two and {wo make ſever, The 
Juſtneſs of this illuſtration will appear to the reader, 
if he caſts a look upon the Creed which I have 
compoſed for an Antinomian with Mr. Hill's prin- 
ciples. The doQrines that it contains are all his 
own, and they are expreſſed chiefly in his own words, 


as appears from numerous quotations, in worn I 
reter 
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refer the reader to the pages where he has publicly 
maintained the tenets which I expoſe: but Mr. Hill 
has not produced in his Arminian Creed one hne 
out of my Checks from which any ſhocking or blaſ- 
phemous doctrine flows by © unavoidable” conſe. 
quence, If he had, I proteſt, as a lover of truth, 
that I would inſtantly renounce the principle, on 
which ſuch a doctrine might be zu/tly fathered ; be- 
ing perſuaded that the pure light of a pure doctrine, 
can never be neceſ/arity produtiive of groſs darkneſs: 
altho* it may accidentally be obſcured by occaſional 
difficulties, as the ſun may be darkened by interpoſ. 
ing clouds. | 
Some Readers will probably think, that I have 
made the Calviniſts too many conceſſions in the fol- 
lowing pages: but I am perſuaded that I have 
granted them nothing but what they have a ſcriptural 
right to: and God forbid that any proteſtant ſhould 
grant them leſs !—At the Synod of Dort the Armi- 
nians being ſenſible, that a gratuitous election can be 
defended by reaſon and ſcripture, would debate firſt 
the doctrine of gratuitous, Caluinian reprobation, 
which is flatly contrary to reaſon and ſcripture. 
The Calviniſts on the other hand being conſcious 
that the ſtrength of their cauſe lay in maintaining a 
gratuitous eledlion, and hoping that the gratuitous 
reprobation would naturally ſculk under that election, 
inſiſted that the doftrine of election ſhould be debated 
firſt. The Armimians would nat tonſent to it, fo 
that nothing was properly diſcuſſed : and the Cal. 
viniſts having numbers and the ſword on their (ide, 
depoſed their opponents as obſtinate heretics. Whilſt 
we diſapprove the ſeverity of the Calviniſts, we 
blame the Arminians for provoking that ſeverity by 
refuſing to clear up the doctrine of election. And 
improving by the miſtakes of both parties, we make 
the reconciling conceſſions which follow. . 
1. We grant that there is an election of diſtin. 
iſhing grace: but we ſhew that this election is not 
— Election; thouſands being partakers of 
W * election of diſtinguiſhing grace, who have 
OL, III. D d no 
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no ſhare in the impartial election of diſtributive juſ- 
tice ; two diflintt elections theſe, the confounding 
of which has laid the foundation of numberleſs er- 
rors. See the Scripture Scales, Sect. XII. 
2. We grant the Calviniſts that znttial ſalvation 
is merely by a decree of divine grace through Jeſus 
Chriſt. But we aſſert that eternal ſalvation is both 
by a degree of divine grace and of diſtributive juſ- 
tice: God rewarding in Chriſt with an eternal life 
of glory thoſe believers who by patient continuance. 
n ſeek for glory, honour, and immor- 
tality. | | F141" 
| 5 We grant, that altho' God, as a Judge, is no 
reſpetter of perſons; yet, as a Benelattor, he is, 
and of conſequence has a right to be, fo ſar a re- 
edler of perſons, as to beſtow his favours in various 
upon his creatures; dealing them to ſome 
with a more ſparing hand than he does to others: 
4- We grant, that, altho' God puniſhes no one 
with eternal death for original and neceſſary lin; yet 
when fin, which might have been avoided by the help. 
of creating or of redeeming grace has been volunta- 
rily and perſonally committed; God does puniſh 
[and of conſequence has a right to puniſh] with eter. 
nal death, /ome offenders more quiciiy than he does 
others; the ſhewing, in ſuch a caſe, mercy or juſ- 
tice pon goſpel terms, to whom he pleaſes, and as 
ſoon or as late as he pleaſes, being undoubtedly the 
privilege of his fovereign goodnefs or juſtice : An 
awful privilege this, which is perfectly agreeable to 
the evangelical law of liberty, and upon which the 
Calviniſts have abſurdly built their twin-doftrines of 
finiſhed ſalvation and finiſhed damnation ; not con- 
fidering that ſuch doctrines ſtain the firſt goſpel- ax- 
iom and totally deſtroy the ſecond. re 
The nature of this conceſſion may be illuſtrated 
by an example. Two unconverted foldiers march 
up to the enemy. Both have unavoidably tranſgreſ- 
ſed the third commandment ; the one, by calling 
fy times for his damnation ; and the other, five 
undred times. Now, both have per/onally rs 
„ | 85 their 
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their initial ſalvation, and continuing impenitent, 
God, as a righteous revenger of profaneneſs, may 
juſtly ſuffer the f/ty-pence debtor io fall in the battle, 
and to be inſtantly hurried to the damnation he had 
madly prayed for: and, as a long-ſuffering, merciful 
Creator, he may ſuffer the 2 hundred pence debtor, 
I mean the ſoldier who has ſinned with a higher 
hand, to walk out of the field unhurt, and to be 
ſpared for years; following him ſtill with new offers 
of mercy, which the wretch is ſo happy as to em- 
brace at laſt. Here is evidently a high degree of the 
diſtinguiſhing grace, which has been manifeſted to- 
wards Manaſſes, and a thouſand other grievous ſinners. 
But by this peculiar favour God violates no promiſe, 
and he acts in perfect conſiſtency with himſelf : for, 
when two people have per/onally forfeited their ini- 
tial ſalvation by one avoidable fin, of which they 
do not repent when they might; he does no injuſlice 
to the fifty-pence debtor, when he calls him i to 
an account; and he greatly magnifies his long-/uf- 
fering, when he continues to reprieve the five hun- 
dred-pence debtor; . | a 
By this Haring uſe of aſtoniſhing mercy, God 
ſtrongly guards the riches of his grace, This znfe- 
rior degree of forbearance makes thoughtful ſinners 
fland in awe; as not knowing but the firſt lin they 
will commit, thall actually fill up the meaſure of 
their iniquity, and provoke the Almighty to ſwear 
in his righteous anger, that their day of grace is 
ended. To juſtify therefore God's conduct with 
men in this reſpect, we need only obſerve, that, it 
diſtinguiſhing grace did not make the difference 
which we grant to the Calviniſts, perverſe free-will 
would draw amazing ſtrength from the unwearied 
patience of free-grace. Suppoſe for inſtance, that 
God had enſured to all men a day of grace of four- 
core years; would not all ſinners think it time enough 
to repent at the age of threeſcore years and nine» 
teen? Therefore, through the clouds of darkneſs 
which ſurround us, reafon ſees far into the propriety 
of the pattiality with which diſtioguilhipg grace dis 
„ eee D d 2 *- - penles 
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: penſes its ſuperior bleſſings. But all the partiality 
hich Ns — — never —. 
one ſingle grain of Calvinian reprobation. Becauſe 
God, as a righteous judge, lets every man have a 
fair trial for his life. N 

the world reconcile the ideas, which the Scriptures 


or will all the ſophiſms in 


and refified reaſon give us of divine juſtice, with 


a doctrine which repreſents God as condemning to 
"eternal torments a majority of men, for the neceſ- 


fary, unavoidable conſequences of Adam's fin :—A 


ſin this, which, upon the ſcheme of the abſolute 
-predeſtination of all events, was alſo made unavoid- 
«ble and neceſſary. To return: | 

35. We grant that although Chriſt died to purchaſe 
2 day of [initial] /aluation for all men, yet he never 


died to purchaſe ETERNAL ſalvation for any adults, 


but them that believe, obey, and are faithful unto 
death. And that of conſequence, the redemption _ 
t mankind by Jeſus Chriſt is general and uncondi- 


tional with reſpect to 1NITIAL ſalvation; but par- 


-ficular- and conditional with reſpe&t to KTERNAI. 


ſalvation; excepting the caſe of infants, who die 


before actual fin : Theſe, and only theſe, are bleſſed 
-with unconditional election and finiſhed ſalvation in 


the Calviniſtic ſenſe of theſe phraſes:— Theſe are 
ir reſiſtibly ſaved and eternally admitted into one of 
the many manſions of our heavenly Father's houſe: 


Free/prace, to the honour of our Lord's meritorious 


infancy, abſolutely ſaves them without any concur- 


rence of their free-will. Nor is it ſurpriſing, that 


God ſhould do it unavoidably; for as they never 


were perſonally capable of working WITH free- grace, 


i. e. of working out their ſalvation; ſo they never 
were in a capacity of working AGAINST free-grace, 


or of beginning to work their damnation. Having 
never committed any act of ſin, God can conſiſtently 


with the goſpel, ſave them eternally without any att 
of repentance. In a word, infants having no un- 


12g /iteouſneſs but that of the firſt Adam, reaſon, as 
well as ſcripture, diſtates that they need no 7:ghte- 
-oufnefs but that of the /econd. a 


6. From | 
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6. From the preceding conceſſion. it follows, that 
obedient; perſevering believers are God's ele in the 
particular and full ſenſe of the word: being elefed 
to the reward of eternal life in glory: A reward 
this, from which they that die in a ſlate of apoſtacy 
or impenitency have cut themſelves off, by not 
making their calling and conditional election ſure. 
7. We grant, that none of hee peculiar elect ſhall 
ever periſh, though they would have periſhed had 
they not been faithful unto death: And we allow, 
that with reſpect to God's fore-knowtledge and omni- 
-fcrence, their number is certain. But we ſteadily 
aſſert that, with regard to the doctrines of general 
redemption, of God's covenanted mercy, of man's 
free agency, of divine juſtice, and of a day in which 
the Lord will judge the world in righieouſneſs: 
We ſteadily aſſert, I ſay, that, with regard to theſe 
doctrines, the number of the peculiar elect might he 
greater or leſs, without the leaſt exertion of forcible 
grace, or of forcible wrath. For it mighi be greater, 
if more wicked and flothful ſervants improved in- 
Read of burying their talent ; And it might be 4%, 
if more good and faithful ſervants grew faint in 
their minds, and drew back to-perdition before they 
had fought the good fight out, kept the faith, and 
.fentſhed their courſe. ine 
ö And laſtly, we grant, that, according to the 
election of diſtinguiſhing grace, which is the baſis 
ot the various diſpenſations of divine grace towards 
the children of men, Chriſt died to purchaſe more 
privileges for the Chriſtian Church, than for the 
Jes, more for the Jews than for the Gentiles, and 
more for /ome Gentiles than for others: for it is in- 
dubitable that God, as a ſovereign Benefactor may, 
without ſhadow of injuſtice, diſpenſe. his favours 
"_— and temporal as he pleaſes ; it being enough 
or the diſplay of his goodnels, and for the exciting 
of our gratitude, that the leaf of his keathen-dervants 
has received a talent, with means, capacities, and 
opportunities of improving it, even to evexlaſting 
happineſs: 2. That God never deſines to reap wWhete 
me 7; D d 3 | he 
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he does not ſow, nor to teap a hundred meaſures of 
ſpiritual wheat, where he only ſows a handful of 
fpiritual barley : And, g. That the leaſt degree of 
his improveable goodnels is a feed, which nothing 
but out avoidable unfaithfulnefs hinders from bring- 
ing forth fruit to eternal life in glory. 

By making theſe guarded conceſſions, if I miſtake 
not, we reftify the miſtakes of Arminius; we ſecnre- 
the doftrine of grace in all its branches, whilſt Cal- 
viniſm ſecures only the irreſiſtible grace, by which 
infants and complete idiots are eternally ſaved ; we 
turn the edge, and break the point of all the argu- 
ments by which the Calvinian doctrines of grace are 
defended; and tear in pieces the cloak with which 
the Antinomians cover their dangerous error. | 
Had Arminius, and all the. ancient and modern. 
Semi- pelagians, granted to their opponents what we 
grant to ours, Calviniſm would never have riſen to 
its tremendous height. If you try to ſtop a great 
river, refuſing it the liberty to flow in the deep chan- 
nel which nature has aſſigned it, you only make it 
foam, riſe, rage, overflow its banks, and carry de- 
vaſtation far and near. The only way then to make 
judicious Calviniſts allow us the impartial, remuner-- 
ative eled ion, and the general redemption which the 
goſpel diſplays, is to allow them with a good grace, 
the partial, gratuitous election, and the particular 
redemption, which the ſcriptures ſtrongly maintain: 
alſo, See the Scales, Sett. xi. x11. xiii. For my 
part, I glory in going as near the Calviniſts as I /afely. 
can. Zelotes is my brother. as well as Honeſtus,;. 
and ſo long as I.do not loſe firm footing upon ſcrip- 
ture-ground, I gladly ſtretch out my regt hand to 
him, and my left band. to his antagoniſts; endeavour- 
ing to help them both out of the oppoſite ditches, 
which bound the narrow way, where Truth fre- 

quently takes a ſolitary walk. 3 
I conclude this introduction by thanking Mr. Hill 
for coming a little cloſer to the knot of the contro- 
verſy in his fictitious Creed, than he has done in his 


Finiſhing Strobe; for by this means he has ſtirred. 
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me up to dig deeper into the Scriptures,—thoſe in- 
exhauſted mines of truth, which God has ſet before 
us. I would not intimate that, I have dug out, ne 

old: No: The oracles of God are not new; but 
1 hope that I have ſeparated a little droſs from ſome 
of the richeſt pieces of golden ore, which the Ar- 
minians and the Calviniſts have dug out of choſe 
mines: and I flatter my ſelf that the judicious, and 
unprejudiced will confeſs, that ſome of thoſe pieces, 
which Calvinian and Arminian bigots have thrown 
away as lumps of. droſs or of arſenic, contain never- 
theleſs truths more precious than thouſands of gold 
and ſilver. Should theſe ſheets in any degree remove 
the prejudices of profeſſors, and prepare them for a 
reconciliation upon the ſcriptural plan of the doc- 
trines of Grace and Juſtice, or of the two Goſpel- 
axioms, I ſhall humbly rejoice and thankfully give 
God the Glory. 710 Wen 
MaADELEY, 


Dec. 14, 1774. 


Jonxn FLeTcaur,)! 
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Ihe FicrI Tous CREED: 
BEING A CREED rox ARMINIANS. x 


Compoſed by Richard Hill, Eſq; and publiſhed av 
the end of his © Three Letters written to the 
Rev. J. Fletcher, Vicar of Madeley.“ | 


ARTICLAE.L 
« F BELIEVE that Jeſus Chriſt died for the 


„ whole human race, and that he had no more 
„% love towards thoſe who now are, or hereafter ſhall 
be in glory, than for thoſe who now are, or here- 
« after (hall be lifting up their eyes in torments; and 
* that the one are no more indebted to his grace than 
the other,” | 8 | 


The GENUINE CREED: 


Being an Anti-Calvinian CONFESSION of FIT ER, 
for thoſe who believe that Chriſt taſted Death for 
every man, and that ſome men by deny ing the 
Lord that bought them, bring upon chemſelves 
fwift de ſtruction. 1 | : 


ARTICLE I. 
WV BELIEVE that Jeſus Chrit died forthe 


whole human race with an intention firſt, 
to procure abſolutely and unconditionally a temporary 
redemption, or an initial ſalvation for all men uni- 
verſally : and ſecondly, to procure a particular re- 
demption, or an eternal ſalvation conditionally for all 
men, but ab/olutely for all that die in their infancy, 
and for all the adult who obey Aim, and are faithful 
,unta death, 17's | 
#5; 6 | We E-7 


The Fiftitious and Genuine CREED. get 
We believe that, in conſequence of the general 
and temporary redemption procured by Chrilt for all 
mankind, every man is unconditionally bleſſed with 
a day of grace, which the ſcripture calls ne accepted 
time and the day of eee. During this day un- 
der various diſpenſations of grace, and by virtue of 
various covenants made through Chriſt;,—David,+ 
Moſes, Abraham, — Noah, — or Adam] God, for 
Chriſt's ſake, affords all men proper means, abilities, 
and opportunities to work out their own ſaluat:on, 
or to make tn eir calling and CON DITION AL eletiton 
to the ETERNAL bleſlings of their Fi 
penſations /ure; and as many as do it, by Keeping 
the free gift which is come unto, all men, or by reco- 
vering through faithful obedience to F 
grace; or, in other terms, as many as now, an 
perſeveringly improve the day of therr viſitation, are 
in conſequence of Chriſt's particular redemption, 
entitled to an eternal redemption or ſalvation ;' that 
is, they are eternally redeemed from hell, and eter- 
nally ſaved into ; Ip of heavenly glory, 
according to the different degrees of their faithfulneſs, 
ard the various diſpenſations which they were under. 
Vhile they that bury their talent, and 4now not i. L. 
Tquander , away] the day of their viſitation, forfeit 
their initial ſalvation, and ſecure to themſelves God's 
judicial reprobation, together with all its teritble 
conlequences, / . 5 
We believe moreover, that, although Chriſt faſted 
| death for every man, yet according to his covenants 
of peculiarity or diſtinguiſhing grace, he formerly 
Ahewed more love to the Jews, than to the Gentiles, 
and now thews more favour to the Chriſtians than 
to the Jews, and to /ome Chiiſtians than to others; 
beſtowing more ſpiritual bleſſings upon the Proteſ- 
tants than upon the Papiſts, - more temporal mercies 
upon the Engliſh than upon the Greenlanders, &c. 
We farther believe, that this /peczal favour is not only 
na/tonal, but alſo in ſome; caſes perſonal ; thus it 
ſeems that God ſhewed more of it to Jacob than to 
Elau/;—to Eſau, than to Shechem ; to David and 
Solomon, 


| 
| 
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Solomon, than to Jonathan and Mephiboſheth; to 


St. Paul than to Apollos; and to Peter, James, and 
John, than to Judas, Bartholomew, and Matthias. 
We likewiſe believe; that God | according to fits 
Preſcience] has a regard for the fouls, who | he fore- 
ſees] wil finally yield to his grace; and this regard 
he has not for thoſe ſouls, who [he foreſees] wild 
finally harden themſelves againſt his goodneſs. Thus 
with reſpect to divine fore-knowledge, we grant, that 
Chriſt had a reſpect for fallen Peter, which he had 
not for fallen Judas : For when they were both 
lying in the guilt of their crimes, he could not but 
prefer him, who had not yet ſinned out his day of 
grace, to him who had ;—him who had done the 

pirit of Grace a partial, temporary deſpite, to him 
who had done that Spirit a total and final deſpite, 
And, in a word, him who would repent, to him 
who abſolutely would not. However, this peculiar 
regard for ſome men, this lengthening or ſhortening 
a ſinner's day of grace arbitrarily, and this beſtow- 
ing more talents, i. e. more temporal and ſpiritual 
bleſſings upon one man than upon another, accord» 
ing to ſovereign prerogative, which God claims in 
his covenants of peculiarity :—This peculiar regard 
for ſome men, I ſay, never amounts to a grain of 
partiality in judgment : much leſs to a rape com- 
mitted by over-bearing grace, or infruſtrable wrath, 
upon the moral agency of two men (ſuppoſe Peter 
and Judas) to bring about in an unavoidable manner 
the final perſeverance of the one, and the final 
apoſtacy of the other: For, had the covetous traitor | 
humbly repented when he could yet do it, he would 
have gone to heaven ; and had the lying, perjured 
Apoſtle put off his repentance as obſtinately as Ju- 
das did, he would have gone to the place of impe- 
nitent apoſtates: For, God having put life and death 
before the ſons of men; and having appointed eter- 
nal rewards for thoſe who. finally NO life in the 


redctitude of their conduct, and eternal puniſhments 


for thoſe who finally chuſe death in the error their 
ways, he can no more finally turn the ſcale of, rate 
Log | will, 
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will, than he can deny kimfelf, and turn the ſolems 
nity of the great day, into the pageantry of a pfrari- 
faic maſquerade. | | | 

The end of the firft Article of Mr. Hill's fititi- 
ous Creed, is not leſs contrary to al our principles, 
than the middle part. For, according to all our 
doctrines of grace, perſons who are in glory like 
Peter, are infinitely more indebted to Chriſt's grace, 
than perſons who lift up their eyes in torments like 
Judas, This will appear if we conſider the caſe of 


thoſe two Apoſtles. Altho' they were both W 


indebted to Chriſt for his redeeming love, whict 
put them in a ſtate of initial ſalvation ; and for his 
ai/lingurſhing favour, which raiſed them to apoſtolic 
honours ; yet upon our ſcheme, Peter is igfinitely 


more beholden to free-grace than Judas; and I prove' 


it thus: Chriſt, according to his remunerateve elec- 


tion, which draws after it a particular redemption, 
and eternal ſalvation :>—Chrift, I ſay, according to 
that remunerative election, has choſen Peter to the 
reward of a heavenly throne and a crown of glory. 


Now this election, in which Judas has no intereſt, 


ſprings from' God's Free-grace, as well as from vo. 


luntary perſeverance in the free obedience of faith. 
It was of Free-grace that God deſigned to give to 


all penitent, perſevering believers, and of conſe. 


quence to Peter, a crown of glory in his heavenly 


Kingdom: For he might have given them only the 


conveniences of life in a cottage on earth: He 
might have dropped them into their original no- 


thingneſs, after having bleſſed them with one ſingle 


{mile of his approbation: - Nay, he might have de- 
manded their utmoſt obedience, without promiſin 

them the leaſt reward. Therefore Peter, and all the 
ſaints in glory, are indebted to Chriſt, not only for 
their rewards of additional grace on earth, but alſo 


for all their eternal falvation, and for a the hea. - 
venly bleſſings which flow from their particular re- 
demption : nfinttely gracious rewards theſe, Which 
God does not beſtow upon Judas, or upon any of 
thoſe who die impenitent! Inſinitely glontous re- 


wards ! 
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wards! which nothing but God's free-grace in Chriſt, 
could move his diſtributive juſtice to beſtow upon 


rſevering believers. Hence it 1s evident, that Mr. 
Fill has tried to make our fundamental doftrine of 
general redemption appear ridiculous, by abſurdly 
clogging it with an odious conſequence, which has 
no more to do with that comfortable doctrine, than 
we have to do with Mr, Hill's uncomfortable tenet 


of abfolute reprobation. 
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ARTICLE II. 


„% F BELIEVE that divine Grace is indiſcrimi- 
„ nately given to all men; and that God fore- 
*« ſeeing that by far the greater part of the world 
« — reject this grace, doth neveitheleſs beſtow 
it upon them, in order to heighten their torments, 
and to increaſe their damnation in hell.“ 


The GENUINE CREED. 

| ARIICLE IL 
WE do not believe that divine grace is ind 
criminately given to all men. For, although 
we aſſert, that God gives to all at leaſt one talent of 
true grace to profit with ; yet we acknowledge, that 
he makes as real a difference between man and man, 
as between an angel and an archangel; giving to 
ſome men one talent, to others two talents, and to 
others frve, according to the election of diſtinguiſſi- 
ing grace maintained in the Scripture Scales, Sect. 
X11. But the leaſt talent of grace is ſaving, if Free- 
will does not bury it to the laſt. 

And we believe, that, although God fore ſaw, that 
in ſome unhappy periods of the world's duration, 
the greater part of adults would rejett his grace, he 
nevertheleſs beſtows it in different meaſures upon 
all: but not (as Mr. Hill ſays) “ in order to heigůten 
the terments, and increaſe the damnation of any in 

hell.” This is a horrid conceit, which we ry to 
OE | thoſe 
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thoſe who inſinuate, that God gives common grace 
[that is, we apprehend, un/aving, graceleſs grace] to 
abſolute reprobates, i. e. to men for whom, [upon 
Mr. Hill's ſcheme of a+/olute reprobation] there 


never was in God the leaſt degree of mercy and ſav- 


ing goodneſs: This ſhocking conſequence, fixed 
upon us by Mr. Hill, is the genuine offspring of 
Calviniſtic non- election, which ſuppoſes that God 


ſends the Goſpel to myriads of men, from whom he 


abſolutely keeps the power of believing it; tanta- 
lizing them with deluſive offers of free-grace here, 
that he may, without poſſibility of eſcape, ſink them 
hereafter to the deepeſt bell ;—ihe hell of the Ca- 
pernaites. 8 | TIT WI ab 
According to the goſpel, the reprobation that 
draws eternal damnation after it; ſprings from our 
own perſonal free-will doing a final delpite to free. 
grace: and not from God's eternal free-wrath. And 
if Mr. Hill aſks, Why God gives a manifeſtation of 
the Spirit of grace to men, who | he foreſees] will 
do it a final deſpite, as well as to thoſe who through 
that grace will work out their own ſalvation : We 
reply: 8 | 
i For the. ſame reaſon which made him give ce- 
leſtial grace to the angels who became devils b 
ſquandering it away ; farad:/atcal grace to our fi 
parents ;—expoſtulating Gentile grace to Cain 
Jewiſh, royal grace to Saul ;—and- chriſtian, apoſ- 
tolic grace to Judas. It Mr. Hill-ſays, he does not 
underſt and what that reaſon is; we anſwer; By the 
ſame reaſon which induced the Maſter who corrected 
Mr. Hill for making a bad exerciſe at Weſtminſter 
ſchool, to give his pupil pen, paper, ink, and pro- 
per inſtruction, before he could reafonably eall Mr. 
Hill to an account for his exerciſe. And by the 
ſame reafon which would make all Shropſhire cry 
out againſt Mr. Hill as againſt a tyrannical 'maſter, 
ſuppoſe he horſe-whipped his coachman and poſti- 
lion for not driving him, if he had taken away 
from them boots, Whips, ſpurs, harneſs, coach and 
horſes; and if he had contrived himſelf the fall 
VOI. III. E e | of 
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of their apartment, that they might put all their 
1 joint, when the floor gave way under 
them. | 

2. If Mr. Hill is not ſatisfied with theſe illuſtra- 
tions, we will give him ſome direct anfwers. God 
gives a manifeſtation of his grace to thoſe who make 
their reprobation ſure, by finally reſiſting his graci- 
_ ous Spirit: Firſt, BECAUSE he will ſhew himſelf 
as he is, gractous and merciful, true and long ſuf- 
250 towards all, fo long as the day of their vſitla- 
ton laſls.— Thus he beſtows a talent of grace upon 
all his flothful ſervants who bury it to the laſt, be- 
cauſe he will diſplay his equity and goodneſs, altho' 
they u, diſplay their wickedneſs and floth,—Se- 
condly, BECAUSE he 1s determined, that if thoſe 
ſervants wzz/ deftroy themſelves, their blood ſhall be 
upon therr own heads, according to the well-known 
Scriptures, O 1/rael, THOU haſt deſtroyed THYSELF. 
I would—fand YE WOULD NOT :—Thirdly, BE- 
CAUSE God will judge the world in righteouſneſs, 
end diſplay his diſtributive juſtice in rendering to all 
according to 4therr works; deſervedly clothing his 
finally-unfaithful ſervants with ſhame ; and makin 
the faithful walk with him in white, becauſe they are 
{.evangelically] worthy. And, to ſum up all in one, 
— BECAUSE the two Goſpel-axioms are firm as the 
pillars of heaven and hell; and God will diſplay 
their truth before men and angels, and eſpecially 
betore- pharz/ees and antinomiang. Now according 
to the firſt axiom, there is a Saviour, a meaſure of 
ſaving grace, and a day of initial ſalvation for all. 
And according to the ſecond axiom, there 1s free- 
zoll in all, and a day of judgment, with a final ſal- 
vation or damnation for all, according to their good 
or bad works, that is, according to their free-agen- 
Cy 3 the good works of the righteous being the 
product of their free, avozdable co-operation with 
God's grace; and the bad works of the wicked 


ſpring from their free, avoidable rebellion againſt 
that grace. n 


' 


Hence 
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Hence it appears, that the 24 Article of the fic- 

titious Creed contains indeed a © ſhocking, not to 
Jay blaſphemous ” conſequence, but that this conſe- 
quence is nothing but a ſprig ot Mr..Hill's ſuppoſed 
*+* orthodoxy,” abſurdly grafted upon the ſuppoſed 
* hereſy ” which St. John and St. Paul maintain in 
theſe words: © He | Chriſt | was the true light, 

. which lighieth every man that cometh into the 
world. The grace of God, which bringeth /alva- 
tion, has appeared unto all men, teaching [not forc- 
ing | us to deny ungodlineſs, &c. and to live ſober- 
ly, &c. | if we are obedient to its teachings. ] 
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ARTICLE 


„ I BELIEVE it depends WHOLLY on the 
" Will of the creature, whether he ſhall or 


* ſhall not RECEIVE ANY benefit from divine 
4 Grace.” | 
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RT I.C EE. II. 


XE believe that the benefits of a temporary 
redemption, of a day of ſalvation, and of 
the free gift which came upon all men to the juftz-- 
fication mentioned Rom. v. 18,——we believe, 1 lay, - 
the ſe benefits far from © depending wholly on the will 
of the creature, as to the RECEIVING of them, 
epend no more upon us than our ſight, and the 
light of the ſun. All thoſe bleſſings are at fr: ft as 
ratuitouſly, and irrefiſtibly beſtowed ve us, for 
briſt's ſake, in our preſent manner of exiſtence, 
as the divine image and favour were at f:7/t beſtowed 

upon our firſt parents in Paradiſe : wich this on! 
difference; before the Fall their paradiſaical grace 
came immediately from God our Creator: where- 
as ſince the Fall, our penztential grace comes imme-— 
diately and zrre/e/itbly from God our Redeemer —1 
lay zrrefi/libly, becauſe God does not leave to our 

oy e 2 option 

\ 
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option whether we ſhall receive a talent of redeeming 
grace or no, any more than he left it to Adam's 
choice 'whether Adam ſhould receive five talents of 
creative grace or no: although afterwards he gives 
us leave to bury or improve our talent of redeeming 
grace, as he gave leave to Adam to bury or improve 
his five talents of creative grace. Our dottrine of 
the general redemption and free-agency of mankind, 
ſtands therefore upon the ſame ſcriptural and rati- 
oral ground, which bears up Mr, Hill's ſyſtem of 
man's creation and moral-agency in paradiſe ; it be- 
ing impoſhble to make any objettion againſt the per- 
ſonal loſs of redeeming grace in Judas, that may not 
be retorted againſt the per/onal loſs ol creative grace 
in Adam or Satan. 

But, with reſpect to all the temporal and eternal 
benefits, which God has promiſed by way of RE- 
WARD to his every good and faithful ſervant, we 
believe, that they depend upon the concurrence of 
two cauſes, the firſt of which is the free-grace of 
God in Jeſus Chriſt ; and the /econd, the taithful- 
neſs of our aſſiſted and rectified FREE-wll ; which 
faithfulneſs 1s graciouſly crowned by God's remu- 
nerative juſtice and evangelical veracity. And, in- 
ſtead of bluſhing at this doctrine, as if it were 
* ſhocking,” we glory in it, as being perfectly 1ati- 
onal, ſtrictly ſcriptural, and equally diſtant from the 
two rocks againit which Catvinian orthodoxy is 
daſhed in pieces: I mean the twin-doftrines of wan- 
ton free-grace, and eternal free-wrath, according to 
which God without any reſpect to the faith or un- 
belief, to the good or bad works of free-agents, ab- 
folutely ordained for ſome of them the robe of 
Chriſt's imputed righteouſneſs, and the unavordable 
reward of eternal lite by means of unavoidable faith: 
while he abſolutely appointed for all the reſt the robe 
of Adam's imputed: unrighteouſneſs, and the una- 
voꝛdable puniſhment of eternal death, by means of 
neceſſary, unavoidable unbeliel. 12 


The 
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en, ur 1 St 13: eos 
1 HOUGH the Scripture: tells me, that the 
10 carnal mind is enmity againſt God, yet, I 
4% believe that there is ſomething in the heart of 
« every natural man, that can nouriſh and cheriſh 


« the grace of God; and that the ſole reaſon why 
* this grace is effectual in ſome and not in others, 


« js entirely owing to themſelves, and to their own - 
unfaithfulneſs, and not to the diltinguiſhing love 


« and favour of God.“ 
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T mind 1s enmity againſt Cod, and that the fleſh 
luſteth againſt the ſpirit, yet we believe, that from 
the time God initially raiſed mankind /from their 
Fall, and promiſed them the celeſtial Bruiſer of the 
ſerpent's head, there is a GRACIOUS tree-agency zn 
the heart of every man who has. not yet ſinned away 
his day of falvation :. And that, by means of this 
GRACIOUS free-agency, all men, during the accepted 
time, can concur with, and work, under the grace 
of God, according to the diſpenſation they belong 
to.—Again, we believe that no child of Adam is a 
3 man in the Calvinian ſenſe of the word ;— 
b e. abſolutely deſtitute of all: /aving grace] except 
he who has actually ſinned away his day of grace. 
And when we conſider a man as a#/o/utely graceleſs, 
or as a child of, wrath in the higheſt {enle. of the 
word, we conſider him in fallen Adam, B&FORE 
God began to. raiſe mankind by the promiſe of the 
woman's Seed. Or we mult conſider that man in 
his own perſon AFTER he has done final deſpite 
to the Spirit of that grace, which has more or lefs 
clearly appeared to all men under various diſpen- 


Jations, 
E. e 3 Mr. 


HOUGH.  7he Scripture tells us, that the carnal | 
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Mr. Hill greatly miſtakes if he thinks that, ac. 
cording to our doctrine, God's grace 15s. effefual 
in /ome, and not in others; for we believe that it is 
8 in ALL, though in a different manner. It 
as its firſt and mo/t defirable effect on them that 
4 cheriſh it, through the above-mentioned gractous 
free agency. And it has its ſecond, and lefs deferable 
effett on thoſe, who finally rejett the gracious coun. 
ſel of God towards them: for it reproves their ſins; 
it galls their conſciences ; it renders them inexcuſ- 
able ; it vindicates God's mercy ; it clears his juſ- 
tice ; it ſhews that the Judge of all the earth does 
no wrong; and it begins in this world the juſt pu- 
niſhment which righteous vengeance will complete 
in the next, | 
The grace of God therefore, like the Goſpel that 
teſtifies of it, is 4 art ſword: It is a /avour 
of life to thoſe who cheriſh it, and a N of death: 
to thoſe who reſiſt it, That ſome cheriſh it, by its 
aſſiſtance work righteouſnefs to the laſt, and then 
receive the reward of the inheritance, is NOT en- 
tirely owing to themſelves and to their own faithful. 
neſs,” as the fictitious Creed aſſerts: Nor is it ©, en- 
tirely owing to the love and favourot God.“ This 
happy event has two cauſes: the eis Free. grace, 
by the aſſiſlance of which, the faith and good works 
of the righteous are begun, continued, and ended ; 
the fecond is Free- mill humbly working with free- 
grace: As appears by the numerous Scriptures bal- 
lanced in the Scripture Scales. And that ſome on 
the other hand, refiſt the grace of God, and are 
per/onally given up to a reprobate mind that they 
might be damned, 1s not at all owing to unde" ah 
wxath, as the ſcheme of Mr. Hill ſuppoſes: Nor is 
it entirely owing to the unfaithfulneſs and obſſ inacy 
of impenitent ſinners. This unhappy event has alſo 
two cauſes: The fixft is man's Free-will finally re- 
| fafing io concur with Free- grace, in working out his. 
own ſalvation : and the ſecond is 7uſt-wrath reveng- 
ing the delpite done io God's Free-grace by ſuch a 


nal re/uſal. 
7 Oh With 


db Ie us cs 4c + 
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With reſpe&t to the DISTINGUTSHING love and 


favour” of God ouR JUDGE, and his DISTI N- 


GUISHED hatred and ill-will [on which our eternal 
rewards and puntſhments unavoidably turn, accord- 
ing to Mr. Hill's twin doctrines of finiſied ſalvation 
and finiſied damnation | we dare not admit them in 
our holy religion, We give to“ dz/tinguiſhing fa- 


vour ” an important place in our Creed, as appears 


from the firſt Article of this; but that favour has 
nothing to do with God's judicial diſtribution of re- 
wards or puniſhments, 1. e. with God's appointing 
of us to eternal life or to eternal death. We believe 
that it is a moſt daring attempt of the Antinomians, 
to place diſtinguiſhing favour, and diftinguiſhing 
grudge upon the Free ag throne of God, and in the 
judgment ſeat of 


putting Chriſt's evangelical law in execution, and 
ſtrictly judging (i. e. juſtifying or condemning, re- 
warding or puniſhing | moral agents, according to 
their works. We ſhould think ourſelves guilty of 
propagating ** a ſhocking, not to jay blaſphemous *? 
dottrine, if we inſinuated, that diſtinguiſhing fa- 
vour,“ and not unbribed juſtice dictates God's ſen- 


tence; God himſelf having enacted, Curſed be he 


that perverteth judgment, Sc. and alt the people ſhall 
ſay, AMEN, Deut. xxvii. 19. Nor need I TR 
Hill, who has hinted, that God is ſuch a partial 
Judge ;—yea, that he carries partiality) to ſuch a 


height, as to ſay to a man who actually defiles a 


married woman, and treacheroufly plots the murder 
of her injured huſband, Thou art all fair, my love, 
my undefiled, there is no [pot in thee Mou art @ 
man after my own Heart. If Mr. Hill has forgotten 
this anecdote, I refer him to the Five Letters, the 
ſale of which he does not ſcruple to advertiſe again 
in his Three Letters, that, I now think it the way 
of duty to permit—the Five Letters to Mr. Fletcher, 
&c. to be again foid, in order that both friends and 
enemies may, if poſhble, be convinced that —L 
NEVER RETRACTED MY SENTIMENTS.” —— 
Strange 


brifſt ; no decrees proceeding from 
thence, but ſuch as are dictated by impartial Juſtice | 


' 
: 
' 
: 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
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Strange confidence of boaſting! [0 Mares] What 
have Morality and Godlineſs done to Mr. Hill, that 
he will put them to a perpetual-bluſh ;. leſt his Venus 
for ſhe. no longer deſerves: the name of Diana] 

ould redden one moment ? bag 
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AA ee 
1 BELIEVE that God ſincerely wiſhes for the 


6 ſalvation of many who never will be ſaved ; 
* conſequently that it is 91 owing to want of 
* ability in God, that what he ſo earneſtly willeth, 
is not accompliſhed.” gere 7 
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ARTICLE V. 
E believe that God's Attributes perfectly 


harmonize. Accordingly his Goodneſs and 
Mercy incline him to“ wz/h 1 the ſalvation of ** 
all men, upon gracious terms laid down by his Wi/- 
dom and Veracity. As a proof of the ſincerity of 
this wiſh, he ſwears by himſelf, that his antecedent 
will or decree, is not that ſinners ſhould die; but 
that by the help of his free-grace and the ſubmiſſion 
of their free-will, they ſhould turn and live. He 
does more ſtill: He gronts to all men a day of ini- 
tial ſalvation, and al that day long he Preiches Jorth 
his hands to them ; he reproves them for their ſins; 
he calls upon them various ways to repent ; and 
gives them power to do it according to one or ano- 
ther diſpenſation o' his grace ; requiring little of 
thoſe to whom he gives lite; and much of thoſe 
to whom much is given. But it is his ſubſequent 
decree, difitated chiefly by his Holrneſs, Juſtice, 
and Sovereiguty, thai, if free-agents will none of his 
reproofs, and finally diſregard the offers of his grace, 
tus Spiri ſhall not always rive with them: A day 
of calamity ſhall fullow the day F their neglected 
{aluation ; And Juſtice ſhall be glorified in their 
4 | {IS $6: 7 righteous 
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righteous deſtruction. This is the fad alternative, 
which God has ſet before them, if m oppoſition to 
his antecedent will, Miba their free- agency] 
finally chooſe death, in finally chuſing the way that 
leads to it. | | | 

This part of our doftrine may be ſummed up in 
three propolitions. 1. God's mercy ab/otutely wills 
the INITIAL ſalvation of all men by Jeſus Chriſt. 
2. God's goodneſs, holineſs, and faithfulneſs, ab/o- 
lutely will the ETERNAL ſalvation of all thoſe, who, 
by the concurrence of their aſſiſted, unneceſſitated 
free-will with his redeeming grace, are found pen1- 
tent obedient believers, at the end of their day of 
initial ſalvation : — And, g. God's Juſlice, Sove- 
reignty, and Veracity, abſolutely will the deſtruction 
of all that are fund impenitent at the cloſe of the 
day of their gracious viſitation, or initial ſalvation. 
To ſee the truth of thefe three propoſitions, we need 
only conſider them in the light of theſe two goſpel- 
axioms, and compare them with theſe declarations 
of Moſes and Jeſus Chriſt, I /et liſe and death 
before you, r who enjoy a day of initial 
ſalvation : Chu/e lie J offer it you f :—Chuſe 
life, 1 ſay, ] that you may live eternally, But if you 
chuſe death in the error of your ways, your rejected 
Saviour will complain, == often would I have 
gathered you as a hen gathereth her brood under her 
wings,. but ye would not: And now the things that 


made for your peace are hid from your eyes: That 


is, You are given up to judicial blindneſs, and t 
all its fearful conſequences. ; 

_ Hence it is evident, that the damnation of thoſe, 

who obſtinately live and die in their fins, and whom 

God was willing to ſave as Free-agents upon goſpel- 

terms, argues no * want of ability in him to lave 

them eternally, if he would give up the day of judg- 


ment, and exert his omazpozence in oppoſition to his 


wiſdom, j uſlice, holineſs, and veracity; or if he would 

deſtroy the moſt wonderful of all his works, which 

18 the apa of moral agents. We never doubted 

his ability to unman man, and eternally to ſave all 
| | mankind, 


f 
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* maakind, if he would a#/olutely.do it; it being evi- 
dent that the Almighty can overpower all his crea- 
tures if he is bent upon it, and drive them from fin 
to neceſſitated holineſs, and from hell to heaven, far 
more ealily than a ſhepherd can drive his frighted 
ſheep from the market to the flaughter-houſe. 
The:efore, the ſuppoſition that, upon our princi— 
ples, * God wants ability to ſave '” whom he ab/o- 
lutely will ſave, is entirely groundleſs; every man 
being actually ſaved fo far as God * ab/olutely wills: 
For, firſt, God ab/olutely wills that a men ſhould 
be unconditionally faved with an z2nzal ſalvation : 

and THUS all men are unconditionally ſaved: And 
ſecondly, he abſolutely wills that all men who are 
obedient and faithful unto death, ſhould abſolutely 
be javed with an eternel falvation ; and THUS all 
men who are obedient and faichful unto death are 
actually ſaved. They ſhall never periſh, neither 
ſhall any pluck them out of Chnſt's protecting 
hand. But what has this Scripture-dottrine to do 
with Calviniſm ?—With the neceſſary, eternal, fi- 
niſled ſalvation of ALL the diſobedient ſheep, who 
turn goats, foxes, lions, and ſerpents! Who, far 
from remembering Lot's wife, flily rob their neigh- 
bours of their ewe-lambs,—their heart's blood, 
their reputation |! 3 


* The Reader is deſired to take particular notice of this obſer- 
tion. Becauſe it cuts by the root Brad warden's famous argu- 
ment. If you allow, Fa s he] 1. That God is able to do a 
thing, and, 2. That he is“ Cbſolately] * willing to do a thing. 
Then, g. I affirm, that thing will not, cannot go unaccom- 
hſhed :—Otherwiſe God mult either loſe his power, or change 
is mind, —If the“ [ab/olute] ** will of God could be fruſtrated 
and vanquiſhed, its defeat would ariſe from the created wills 
either of angels, or of men. But could any created will what- 
ever, &c. counter- act and baffle the will of God, the will of the 
creature muſt be $SUP=RIOR either in ſtrength or in wiſdom to 
the will of the Creator: Which can by no means be allowed.“ 
We fully grant to Mr. Toplady that the argument is extremely 
concluſive,” provided the two words abſolutely and abſolute be 
taken into it. And therefore we maintain, as well as he, that. 


man is aZually ſaved, ſo far as God ab/olutely wills. 
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To conclude: The moſt that Mr. Hill can juftly 
ſay againſt our principles, is: 1. That, according 
to the goſpel which we preach, MAN 1s a Free- 
agent, and Gop is wiſe, holy, true, and juſt ; as 
well as good, loving, patient, and merciful : And, 
2. That one half of theſe attributes do not permit 
him to neceſſitate Free- agents; that is, to make them 
abſolutely Po, or FORBEAR thole actions, by which 
they are to ſtand or fall in judgment. And let men 
of reaſon and religion ſay, if this doctrine is not 
more rational and ſcriptural, than the Calvinian 
doctrine of finzſhed ſalvation, and of its inſeparable 
counter-part, f:niſhed damnation. | 


The FicTITIOUS CREED. 
ARTICLE: VI. 


+ FT BELIEVE that the Redeemer not only ſhed 
2 his precious Blood, but prayed for the ſalva- 
* tion of many ſouls who are now in hell; conſe- 
% quently that his blood was ſhed in vain, and his 

" Pye rejected of his Father, and that therefore 

* he told a great untruth when he ſaid, I know that 

thou heareſt me always,” 


The GENUINE CREED. 
NG el. 


E believe that the Redeemer did not ſhed 
6 his precious Blood or pray abſolutely in 
vain for any man: Seeing he obtained for all men, 
in their ſeaſon, @ day of grace and inal: ſalvation, 
with a thouſand ſpiritual and temporal bleſſings. 
Nor were his prayers for the eternal ſalvation of 
thoſe who die impenitent rejeRed by his Father; for 
| Chriſt never prayed that they ſhould be eternally 
Javed in impenitency. Before Mr. Hill can reaſon- 
ably charge us with holding doctrines, which imply 


that Chriſt told a GROSS UNTRUTH when he 


aid, T know that thou heareſi me always, he 
muſt prove, that Chriſt ever aſked the eternal ſalva- 
| . tion 


— — r — 
— . 
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tion of ſome men whether they repented or not; 
or that he ever deſired bis Father to force TO. THE 
LAST repentance, faith, and obedience upon any 
man. If Mr. Hill cannot prove. this, how can he 
make appear that, according to our doftrines. of 
race, one of our Lord's prayers was ever rejected? 
e grant that Chit, aſked the forgiveneſs of his 
murderers, and of thoſe who made ſport with his 
ſufferings ; but he aſked it upon goſpel-terms, that 
is, conditionally. Nor was his prayer ineffectual: 
for it obtained for them time to repent, and uncom- 
mon helps ſo to do, with a peculiar readineſs in God 
to pardon them upon their application for pardon : 
And if after all, through the power of their free- 
agency, they deſpiſed the pardon: offered them in 
the goſpel, and repented not, they ſhall deſervedly 
peru according to Chriſt's own declaration, He 
as acted towards them the part of a gracious Savi- 
our: He never engaged himſelf to act that of a ty- 
rant.—I mean, he never ſent either his good Spirit, 
or the evil ſpirit of Satan, to bind the wills of men 
with adamantine chains of zece/ſitated righteouſneſs, 
or of i act iniquity, that he might caſt ſome 
into Abraham's boſom and others into hell: as Ne- 
buchadnezzar ſent the ſtrongeſt men in his army to 
bind Daniel's companions, and to calt them into the 
burning fiery furnace. e 
Once more: We believe N with reſpett to 
the reward of the inlieritance, and the dothine of 
eternal (alvation, Chriſt's atonement and interceſſion 
are like his goſpel. Now his goſpel is guarded by 
what one of Mr, Hill's Seconds queerly calls “the 
valiant Sergeant IF,“ that is the conditionality of 
the promiſes and threatnings which relate to eternal 
ſalvation and eternal damnation ; and this condition- 
ality is the rampart of the old goſpel and the demo. 
lition of the new; ſtrongly guarding the ancient 
dottrines of free-grace, free-will, and juft-wrath, 
againſt the novel doctrines of overbearing grace, 


bound-will, and free-wrath. 
| I ſhould 


I ſhould not do juſtice to our cauſe, if I dif- 


miſled this Article without retorting Mr. Hill's ob- 


jection. I have ſhewn how unreaſonably we are 
accuſed of holding doctrines, which by“ unavoid- 
able“ conſequence, repreſents Chriſt as © telling a 
7708 untrulůũ: And now we deſire Mr. Hill, or 
is Seconds, to ſhew how the Son of God could, 
conſiſtently with truth, profeſs himſelf to be the 
Saviour of men, the Saviour and Light of the world, 
and the Drawer of all men unto himſelf ; if moſt 
men have been from all eternity under the fearful 
curſe of Calvinian reprobation, — We aſk, if the 
Redeemer would have * told a groſs untruth,"” 
upon the ſuppoſition that Calviniſm is true, had he 
called himſelf, The REPROBATOR of men; — The 
' NON-REDEEMER, the DAMNER of e world, and 
the REJECTER of all men from himfelf ; ſeein 
that, according to the doctrines of grace (ſo called 
the bulk of men was EVER reprobated, — NEVER 
redeemed, — NEVER 2ntally ſaved, — and NEVER 
drawn to Chriſt. — We beſeech candid Proteſtants 
to ſay, it the Bible does not clear up all the diffi. 
culties with which prejudiced Divines have clog. 
ed the genuine dottrines of grace, when it teſti- 
Fes, that our Redeemer and Saviour has pro- 


cured a GENERAL temporary REDEMPTAON, to- 


gether with an initial ſalvation for all men UN1- 
VERSALLY ; and a particular eternal redemption, 
together with a Aer lie alvation for them that 
obey him, and endure to the end. And we intreat 
the lovers of the whole truth as it is in Jeſus, to 
help us to bring about this ſcriptural plan, a Re- 
conciliation between thoſe who contend for the 
doctrines of particular redemption and fin:fhed ſal- 
vation; and thoſe who maintain the doctrines of 
general redemption, and of @ day of ſalvation for 
all mankind, " | 
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Tbe FictTiT10us CREED. __ 
A KE.FC EET 


IT BELIEVE that God foreſeeing ſome men's 
8 nature will improve the grace which is given 
„ them, and that they will repent, believe, and be 
very good, elefts them unto ſalvation.” 97 


The Genvinz CREED. | 
ARTICHS VL 


W E believe that out of mere mercy, and rich 


free- grace in Jcſus Chriſt, without any re- 

ſpect to foreſeen repentance, faith or goodneſs, God 
laces all men in a ſtate of initial ſalvation ; ele- 
ing them to that ſtate according to the myſterious 
counſel of his diſtinguaſhang love, which places 
ſome under the bright and direct beams of goſpel- 
truth; whilſt he offers others to receive the exter- 
nal light of it, only through that variety of clouds 
which we call Calviniſm, Popery, Judaiſm, and 
Mahometaniſm; “ leaving moſt in Gentiliſm, that 
is, in the diſpenſation under which Cain, Abel, 
Abimelech king of Getrar, and Melchiſedec king of 
Salem, formerly were, 1 


2. We believe that God, for Chriſt's "fake. pe- 


— 


culiarly Norton ug e different degrees of fayour.]| 


eccepts all thoſe who, in all the above-mentioned re- 
ligions$} 1. e in every nation fear him and work ragh- 
teouſneſs. Theſe, when conſidered as enduring. to 


* Calviniſm is Chriſtianity, obſcured by miſls of phariſaic 
election and reprobation, and by a cloud of floral Fataliſm. 
Popery is Chritianit under a cloud of phariſaic bigotry, and 
under thick fogs of heatheniſh ſuperſtition.— Judar/m is Chriſ- 
tianity under the vail of Moſes.—Makemetani/m is a jumble of 
Chriſtianity, Judaiſm, Gentiliſm, and impoſiure.—And Gen- 
ziliſm is the religion of Cain and Abel; or, if you pleaſe, of 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth, under a cloud of falſe and dark tra- 
dion. Some call it the religion of nature I have no objection 
to the name, if they underfiand by it the religion of aur nature 
in its preſent ſtate of initial recovery through Chriſt, from its 
total fall in Adam. | 


the 
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the end, are his ele& according to the election of 


remunerative juſtice. For theſe he is gone to pre- 
fare the many manſions in his Father's houſe : For 
theſe, he Jefſyti the Reward of the inheritance that 
fadeth not away in heaven, And when he ſpeaks ot 
ſome men as belonging to this number, it is always 
with reſpe& tohis foreknowledge that they will freely 
N in the obedience of faith; it being the 
igheſt pitch of antinomian dotage to ſuppole that 
God, the true, the wiſe, the holy, and righteous 
God, elecls men to the Reward of perſevering obedi- 
ence, without taking any notice of per ſevering obe- 
dience in his election. ( 
To ſum up all in a few lines: - The doctrine of 
election has π·wö branches: 8 to the fir /t 
branch we are chen that we ſhould be holy and obe- 


dient, in proportion to the ordinary or extraordinary 


helps, which divine grace affords us under one or 
another of its diſpenſations. This election to holi- 
neſs has nothing to do with preſcience ; it depends 
cn'itely on free-grace, and d:/{:nguiſhing favour.— 
According to the ſecond branch of the doctrine of 
election, we are choſen to receive the rewards af 
perfected holineſs and of perfevermg obedience, in 
Lacs a aig both to the talents which free, diſtin- 


gui 


talents. This remunerative election depends on 
four things: 1. On Free. grace, promiſing for 
Chriſt's ſake the reward of the inheritance to the 
perſevering obedience of faith; — 2. On faithfut 
Free- will, ſecuring that reward by the aſſiſtance of 
free-grace, and by the free obedience of faith :—3. 
On divine Faith 44 5 keeping its goſpel-promiſe 
for ever ;—And 4. On diſtiibuttve Fuſtice, difpent.- 
ing the reward according to the law of Chriſt, and 
according to every man's work.—-Th:ts olection there- 
fore has much to do with divine preſcience, as de- 
pending in part upon God's knowledge that ** ſome 
men have improved, or WILL afrove the grace 
fe, 5 _ wheck 


ing grace has afforded us; and to the manner 
in which our aſſiſted free-will has improved thoſe 


1 
| 
| 
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which ts given them, repent, believe, and be good 
[it not very good] and faithful ſervants to the _ 
en | 


Unprejudiced readers will eafily ſee how much 
our doctrine of Election is preferable to that of 
our opponents. Ours draws after it only a harm- 
 tefs reprobation from ſome peculiar favours, and a 
72s /hteous reprobation from rewards of grace and 
glory obſtinately deſpiſed, or wantonly forfeited ;_ 

ut the election of the Calviniſts is clogged with 
the dreadful dogma of an unſcriptura] and terrible 
Reprobation, which might be compared to a well- 
known monſter, ** Prima Leo, poſtrema Draco, 
media ipſa Chimera.” Its head is Free-wrath ; its 
body, Unavordable Sin; and its tail, Finiſhed Dam- 
zation, In a word: Our ELECTION recommends 
God's free, diſtinguiſhing grace, without pouring 
any contempt on the holineſs of Chriſt's precepts, 
the ſanction of his law, the veracity of his threat- 
nings, and the conditionality of his promiſe, And 
our REPROBATION diſplays God's abſolute Sove- 
reignty, Without ſullying his Mercy, impeaching 
his Veracity, or difgracipg his Juſtice. In a 
word, our F lection doftrinal y guards the throne of 
ſovereign Grace, and our Neprobation, that of ſove- 
reign Juſtice : But Calvinian Election and Repro- 
bation doftrinally overthrow both thoſe thrones : 
Or if they are yet left ſtanding, it is to allow Free- 

wrath to fill the throne of Juſlice, and Unchaſte, 
bloody Diana to ſtep into the throne of Grace, 
whence ſhe hints to Laodicean (believers, that they 
may with advantage commit adultery, murder, and 
inceſt ; calling as meny as take her horrid innuen- 
dos, My love, my undefiled, &c. and aſſuring them, 
that they ſhall never periſh, and that all things 5 — ä 
moſt grievous ſins not excepted | ſhall work for their 

good. | 
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The Ficririous CREED: 
ARTIC. L E VIII. 


Believe that the love and favour of him, with 

whom is no variableneſs nor ſhadow of turn- 
ing, and whoſe gifts and callings are without repen- 
tance, may vary, change, and turn every hour, 
and every moment, according to the behaviour of 
„the creature.“ | 7 | | 


The Gznuine CREED: 
AKTICLE NIE. 5 


E believe that God's works were all origi- 
nally very good; and that God did love, or 
approve of them all, as very good in their places: 
We maintain, that ſome of God's works, ſuch as 
ſome angels, and our firſt parents, by free, avoidable 
diſobedience, forfeited God's love or approbation.' 
He approved or loved them while they continued 
righteous ; and diſapproved. or hated them, wherr 
the bad uſe which they had made of their free- will de- 
ſerved his diſapprobation or hatred. —Again : we 
believe that God's ABSOLUTE gz/ts and callings are 
without rehentance. God never repented that he 
gave all mankind; his-paradifaical favour in Adam, 
and yet all mankind | forferted it by the Fall, =God' 
never repented that he CALLED all his ſervants, 
and AVE f every one of them his talents, as he 
thought fit : and yet, when the wicked and flothfu¹ 
ſervant had buried and for feited his talent, God 
ſaid, Take the talent from him. 


n 


Once more: We believe, that ſo certain as God 
is the gracious creator and the righteous judge of 
angels and men, the dottrines of divine prace and 
divine juſtice or the two olpelaniodis | are per- 
tetily reconcileable ; | and | that, of conſequence, | 
God can juſtly curſe mankind with temporal death, 
after having bleſſed them with paradiſaieal life ; 
and puniſh them in hell, after having bleſſed them 
a ſecond time with znzzal ſalvation RET 
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day of perſonal probation on earth. To deny this; 
is to deny that there are graves on earth, or tor- 
ments in hell for any of the children of men. 
| Nevertheleſs we believe that there is no poſitive. 
change in God. From eternity to eternity he is 
the fame holy and faithful God: therefore he un- 
. . loves righteouſneſs. and hates iniquity : 
Apoſtacy in men or jn angels does not imply any 
change in him; the change being only in the 
receptive diſpoſition of his free willing creatures. 
If I make my eyes ſo fore that I cannot look with 
pleaſure at the fun, or that its beams, which 
cheered me yeſterday, give me pain to-day ; this 


is no proof that the ſun has changed it's nature.— 
The lav that condemns a murderer abſolves me now : 


quit, if I ftab my neighbour in ten minutes; the 
ame law that zow ABSOLVES me, will in ten minutes 
CONDEMN me.——" Impoſſible!” ſays Mr. Hill's 


ſcheme : © The Jaw changes not.” I grant it: but 
a free agent may change: and the law of liberty, 
which is but the tranſcript of God's eternal nature, 
is fo ordered, that, without changing at all, it never- 
theleſs treats all free-agents according to their 


changes. The changes that God makes in the 
world do not change him: much leſs is he changed 


by the variations of free-· agents: ſuch variations in- 
deed lay rebels and penitenis open to a new aſpect 


from the Deity ; but, that aſpect was in the Deity 


| BEFORE they lay themſelves open to it. Fire wich- 


out changing it's nature, melts wax and hatdens 
clay ; now if a rebel's heart abſolutely ſtiffens itſelf, 
ſo that it becomes like unyielding clay; or if a 
enitent's heart humbles itfelf, ſo that it becomes 
ike yielding wax, God changes not, any more than 
| Fre, when he hardens the ſtiff rebel by reſiſting 
bim, and melts the yielding penitend by giving him 
more grace. * DR: + 
To underſtand this better, we muſt remember 
that God's eternal nature is to 1% the proud, and 
ive grace to the humble; and that when ftree-grace, 
which bas appeared to all men) aſſiſis us, we are 
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as free to chuſe umility and life, as we are to chuſe 
pride and death when we dally with, temptation, 
or indulge the natural depravity of our own, hearts. 
Hence it follows, that the judicious difference which 
God makes when he alternately ſmiles and frowns, 
diſpenſes rewards and puniſhments, ſprings not from 
any alteration in his unchangeable nature; but 
from a-change in the mutable will and behaviour of | 
free-agents : a change this, which ariſes from 
THEIR WILL FREELY RESISTING divine grace, 
if the alteration is for the worſe; and from THEIR 
WILL yielding WITHOUT NECESSITY to that 
grace, if the change is for the better. Nor are we any 
more aſhamed to own man's free-agency be fore a 
world of fataliſts, than we are aſhamed to ſay: 
«4 Verily there is a reward for the righteous : tho 
hand join in hand the wicked ſhall not be unpuniſh- 
ed: doubtleſs there is a God that zudgeth the earth, 
and will render to every man according to is works, 
that is, according to As  free-will ; works being 
our oun works, only ſo far as they ſpring from our 
own free-will.”, And we think that the oppoſite 
- dofrine is one of the moſt abſurd errors that ever 
diſgraced Chriſtianity ;, and one of the moſt da 
gerous engines, which were ever invented in Babet 
40 ſap the wall of Le dreadful engine 
- this which if, it . reſtec N truth, would pour 
. Aagds of diſgrace: on all the divine per fections: 
would ovenſet the tribunal of the Judge of all the 
earth; and would raiſe upon the tremendous r uins 
the throne of the doctrinal idal of the day: I mean 
the ſpurious doctrine of grace, which I have ſome- 4 
times called The great Diana of the Calviniſts, be- | 
cauſe, like the-great pag 367 the Ephefrans, it may ll 
- . Paſs at once, for or Fal ſhed /aluaiton in heaven, 1 
e | 


and for Heeaje or Finiſhed Damnation in hell. 
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nb. The Ficrirrous CREED. 

ond Nee 
„„ I BELIEVE that the ſeed of the word by 
„ * which God's children are born again, is a cor- 
« ruptible ſeed ; and that ſo far from enduring. ſor- 
* ever (as that miſtaken apoſtle: Peter raſhly 


«. affirms,) that it is frequently rooted out of the 
«6 hearts of thoſe in whom it is ſown.” 
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The CENVUINE CREED. 
Rh CLE DE 


E believe that the word or the truth of God, 
is the divine ſeed, by which ſinners are born 
again when they receive it, that is, when they be- 
lieve: and this ſpiritual feed (as that enlightened 
apoſtle Peter, juſtly affirms) endures for ever ;— 
but not for antinomian purpoſes—not to ſay: to fal- 
len believers in the very att of adultery or inceſt 
My love | my undefiled No, it endures for ever, 
as a ſeed of reviving or terrifying truth: 1t endures 
for ever as a two edged ſword to defend the juſt or 
to wound the wicked; to protect obedient believers, 
or to pierce diſobedient believers, and ob ſtinate 
unbelievers: it endures for ever as a ſweet /avour 
of hife to them that recezve and keep it + and as a bit». 
ter /avour- of death to them that never receive it, 
and to them that finally caſt it away, and never 
bring forth fruit to perfedtion. | 

But altho' the ſeed of the word can neuer be loſt- 
with reſpect to both its effects, yet (as we have al- 
ready obſerved) it is too frequently loſt with re- 
gard to its more defarable effet: if Mr. Hill doubts 
of it, we refer him to the parable. of the ſower, 
where our Lord obſerves. that the good ſeed Mas 
thus loft in three ſorts of people out of four, merely 
thro' the want of co-operation or concuirence on the 

t of free-will, which he calls good or bad ground, 
oft or /lony ground, &c. according to the gaod or 

INEGs | bad 
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bad choice it makes, and according to the ſteadineſs 
or fickleneſs of that choice. . And if Mr. Hill ex- 
claims againſt the obvious meaning of ſo well known 


a portion of the 


inceſt to fallen believers; it by no means merits to 
be called devout, when it exites him to infinuate, 
that our Lord preached a ** ſhocking, not to ſay bla, 
fhemous doctrine.“ 4 * 


The Ficririouvs CREED. 
ART Te EER XC N 


0 I BELIEVE that Chriſt does not 1 

* 4 unto his ſnheep eternal life; but that they olt 
periſh, and are by the power of Satan frequently, 
** plucked out of his hand.“ b Ir 


The GENUIN E CREED. 
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E believe that Chriſt's ſheep mentioned in 


John x. are obedient perſevering believers, 
that is, as our Lord himſelf deſcribes them, John 


X. 4z 5. 27. Perſons that hear Li. E. obey] his 


voice, and whom he knows [i. e. approves: per- 
ſons that 4now i. e. approve ] his voice; that 
Ano not [i. e. do not approve] the voice of /iran- 
gers ;—and flee from a Jirexger inſtead of following 

im :—In a word, perſons that actually follow the 
good ſhepherd in ſome of his folds or paſtures: In 
this deſcription of a 'fhzep every verb is put in the 
Preſent tenſe, to ſhow us that the word ſheep denotes 
a character, or perfans actually poſſeſſed of ſuch a 


character: ſo that the moment the character changes; 
the moment a man who once leſt all io follow Chriſt, 
leaves Chriſt to follow a ſtranger, he has no more 
to do with the name and privileges of a ſheep, than 


a deſerter - - 


ſpel, the world will eafily ſee that 
ſuppoſing his dotttine of grace deſerves to be called 
chaſte, when it prompts him to vindicate as open- 
ly as he dares, the. profitableneſs of adultery. and 


ve 
ct, 
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a deſerter or a rebel has to do with the name and 
privileges of his majeſty's ſoldiers or ſubjedts.. 
According then to our doctrine, no ſheep of Chrift, 
that is, no actual follower of the Redeemer periſhes. 
We think it is ſhocking to ſay, that any of them 
are plucked out of his hand. On the contrary we 
frequently ſay with St. Peter, Who will harm you 

muck more, who will ſeparate you from the love 
of Chriſt] / ye be followers of that which is good; 
Li. e. if you de ſheep ;] and we inſiſt upon the 
veracity of our Lord's promiſe, He that endureth un- 
to the end; in the character of a ſheep, 1. e. in the 
way of faith and obedience, the /ame ſhall be [eter- 
nally} /aved. And we maintain, that fo long as 
a behever does not make ſhipwreck of the faith and 
of a good conſcience—ſo long as he continues a 
fheep, an harmleſs follower of the Lamb of God, he 
can no more periſh, than God's everlaſting throne 
can be overturned. But what has this doctrine of 


our Lord to do with Calviniſm ? | | 

With regard to the ſheep mentioned in Matt, xxv 
33, 34. whom our Lord calls BLESSED of his 

ather, we believe that they repreſent the multitude 
of obedient perſevering believers, whom two'apol- 
tles deſcribe thus: BLESSED are they that do his 
[ God's] commandments, that they may have right [or 
it Mr. Hill pleaſes, privilege to the tree of life, 
and enter, &c. into the city, Rev. xxii. 14---BLBS» 
SED 2s the man that endureth temptation ; for 
when ke ts iried, he ſhall receive the crown of lite, 
which the Lord hath promiſed to them that love 
_ . him.—And this is the love of God that we heep his 
commandments, James i. 12.— 1. John v. 3.— Fot 
fuch &NDUKING OBEDIENT believers a kingdom 
of glory 2s prepared from the foundation of the 
world ; and to it they are and ſhall be judicially 
elected; while the goats, i. e. unbelievers, or 
diſobedient fallen believers, are and ſhall be 
judicially reprobated from it, Hence it is, that when 
our Lord accounts for bis judicial election of the 
obedient [whom he parabolically calls Sheep] he 

oes 
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does not ſay, Inherit the kingdom, &c. for I ab/o- 
pe miſled your ſaluation e but he ſays, Inherit 
the kingdom, for ye gave me meat, &c. ye fed the 
hungry from a right motive, and what you did in 
that manner, I reward it as if you had done it to 

ſelf. In other terms, Ye heard my voice, and 
followed me, in hearing the whiſpers of my grace 
and following the light of your diſpenſation ; and 
now I own you as my eternally-rewardable elect, 
my ſheep, which have followed me without finally 
drawing back. 2 | 8 

Again, when our Lord gives an account of the 
judicial reprobation of the finally-diſobedient, whom 
bs parabolically calls goats, he does not ſay, Depart 
ye curſed into everlaſting fire prepared for YOU 1 008 
the foundation of the world, for then I abſolutely 
finiſhed your eternal reprobation. No: this is the 
counterpart of the goſpel of the day. But he ſays, 
Depart, &c. for ye gave me no meat by feeding the 
hungry in your generation, &c, That is, ye did 
not believingly follow me in following your light 
and my precepts. Either you never began your 
courſe, or you drew back before you had finiſhed 
it. Either you never voluntarily liſted under my 
banner, or you deſerted before you had ſought the 

ood fight out: either. you never believed in me the 
ight of the world, and your light; or, inſtead of 
keeping the faith, you voluntarily, avoidably, un- 
neceſſarily, and reſolutely made ſhipwreck of it, 
and of a good conſcience. And therefore your 
damnation is of yourſelves, You have perſonal! 
forfeited your conditional eleftion to the rewards 
of perſevering obedience, and perſonally made your 
conditional reprobation from thoſe rewards ſure by 
your final diſobedience. | G 
From theſe evangelical deſetiptions of the [ee 
and the goats, mentioned in John x, and Matt. xx. 
it appears o us indubitable : (1) That theſe ſheep, 
li. e. obedient, peivering believers] ha never 
periſh, altho' they might periſh, if they broug ht 
upon themſelves ſwift deftru zon by denying 0129 4 

| _ that 
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that brought them: (2) That they ſhall be eter 
nally ſaved, altho' they might have miſſed eternal 
Tfalvation, if they had finally diſregarded our Lord's 
declaration, He that endureth unto the end, a ow 
be l ſaved. (g) That the Good Shep- 
erd peculiarly laid down bis life ſor che eternal re- 
demption of obedient, perſevering believers: and 
that hee believers are Tometimes emznently called 
God's ele, becauſe they make their conditional cal- 
ling to the rewards of perſeverance ſure, by actually 
perſevering in the obedience of ah. {4, 1 t 
the peculiarity of the eternal redemption o iſt's 
perſevering followers, far from being connected with 
the ab/olute reprobation of the reſt of mankind, 
ſtands in perfect agreement with the doctrines of a 
general temporary redemption ; and a general, initial 


 /alvation; and with dottrines of a gratuitous elec- 


tion to the bleſſings of one or another diſpenſation of 
God's ſaving grace and of a conditional elaction to 
the rewards of voluntary, unneceſſitated obedience. 
—{5) That our opponents give the truth as it is in 


1 two deſperate ſtabs, when they ſecure the pecu- 


Har eternal redemption of finally-diſobedient believers, 
and comfort mourning backſliders in ſo unhappy a 
manner, as to overthrow the general, temporary re- 


demption of all mankind ;z and to encourage or coun- 


tenance the preſent diſobedience af Laodicean be- 
lievers.—{6) That the calvinian, daftrines of grace, 
which do this double miſchief under ſuch fair pre- 
tences, are of all the-tares which the enemy ſows, 
thoſe which comes neareſt to the wheat, and of conſe- 
quence thoſe by Which he can beſt feed his immoral 
goats, deceive ſimple ſouls, ſet Chriſt's moral ſheep 
at perpetual variance, turn the fruitful field of the 
church into a barren field of controverſy, and 
make a deiſtical world think that faith is enthuſiaſ- 
tical fancy; that orthodoxy is immoral nonſenſe; 
and that revelation is nothing but an apple of dif. 
cord.—(7) And laſtly, that . doctrines of grace 
which we maintain, do equal juſtice to the divine 


attributes — defend faith; without wounding obe- 


dience 
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dience :—oppoſe phariſaiſm, without recommend= 
ing antinomianiſm ;—aſſert the truth of God's 
promiſes without repreſenting his moſt awful 
threatnings as words without meaning; —reconcile 
the Scriptures, without wounding conſcience and 
reaſon ; exalt the gracious wonders of atonement, 
without ſetting aſide the righteous texrors of the 
great day of retribution ; extol our heavenly Prieſt, 
' without pouring contempt upon our divine Prophet 
Sand celebrate the honours of his crofs; without 
turning his ſceptre of righteouſneſs into a ſolifidian 
reed, his royal crown into a crown of thorns,” and 
his /aw of liberty into a rale of life, by which his 
ſubjetts can no more ſtand or fall in judgment, 
than an Engliſhman can ſtand or fall by the rules gf 
c:vitity followed at the French court. F 
To the beſt of my knowledge, Reader, thou haſt 
been led into the depth of our doArines of grace. I 
have opened to thee the myſteries of the evan- 
gelical ſyſtem, which Mr., Hill attacks” as the 
| hereſy of the Arminans. And now, let Impartiality 
hand thee up to the judgment-ſcat. Let Rea/or 
and Revelation hold out to thee their conſentaneous 
light. Pray that ze Spirit of Truth may belp thine 
infirmities: Turn Prejudice out of the court: and 
let Candour pronounce the ſentence and ſay, if it is 
our principles or thoſe of Mr. Hill, which “ 2z#- | 
evitably” draw after them ſhocking, not to ſay bla/- | 
fhemous” conſequences. | | 
I ſhall clofe this anſwer to the Creed which that 
Gentleman has compoſed for Arminians, by an 
obfervation which is not entirely foreign to our 
contioverſy. In one of the three letters which 
introduce the fiftitious Creed, Mr, Hill ſays, 
** Controverſy I am perſuaded has not done me any 
good; and he exhorts me to examine cloſely | 
whether I cannot make the ſame conleſſion. 1 
own that it would have done me harm, it I had 
blindly contended for my opinions, Nay, it I 
had ſhut my eyes againſt the light of truth; 
af I had ſet the ꝓlaineſt ſcriptures aſide, as if they 
Vol. III. G g were 
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were not worth my notice; if I had overlooked 
the ſtrongeſt arguments of my opponents ;j——if 
I bad advanced groundleſs caries againſt them; 
if I had refuſed to do juſtice to their good meaning 
or piety ;—and, above all, if I had taken my leave 
of them by injuring their moral character, by pub- 
hſhing over and over again arguments, which they 
have properly anſwered, without taking the leaſt 
notice of their anſwers ;—if I had made a ſolemn 
promiſe not to read one of their books, tho' they 
ſhould publiſh a thouſand volumes; if continuing 
to write againſt them, I had fixed upon them (as 
* unavoidable” conſequences) abſurd tenets, which 
has no more neceſſary connexion with their prin- 
ciples, than the doftrine of general redemption 
has with calvinian reprobation : if I had done 
this, I ſay, controverſy would have wounded my 
conſcience or my reaſon ; and without adding an 
thing to my light it would have immoveably fixed 
me in my prejudices, and perhaps branded me 
before the world for an Arminian bigot. But, as 
matters are, I hope I may make the following ac. 
knowledgment without betraying the 1mpertinence 
of proud boaſting. 

Although I have often been ſorry that contro- 
verſy ſhould take up ſo much of the time, which I 
might with much more ſatisfaction to ws $0 have 
employed in devotional exerciſes ;—and although 
I have lamented, and do ſtill lament my low at- 
:ainments in the meekne/s of wiſdom, which ſhould 
conſtantly guide the pen of every controverſial 
writer; yet I rejoice that I have been enabled to 
perſiſt in my reſolution either to wipe off, or to 
ſhare the reproach of thoſe, who have hazarded 
their reputation in defence of pure, and undefiled 
religion. And, if I am not miſtaken, my repeated 
attempts have been attended with theſe happy ef- 
fefts : in vindicating the moral dottrines of grace, 
1 hope, that, as a man, I have learned to think 
more. clofely, and to inveſtigate truth more ar- 
dently, than I did before. There are rattonal 
8 | powers 


learned to do the Calviniſts juſtice in granting en 
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powers in the dulleſt ſouls, which lie bid as ſparks 
in a flint, Controverſial oppoſition and exertion, 
like the ſtroke of the ſteel, have made me acci- 
dentally find out ſome of theſe latent ſparks of 
reaſon, for which I ſhould never have thanked my 
Maker, if I had never diſcovered them, I have 
frequently been thankful to find that my horſe 
could travel in bad roads better than I expetied ; 
nor do I think that it is a piece of phariſaiſm to 
ſay, I am thankful to find that my mind can travel 
with more eaſe than I thought ſhe could, through 
theological roads rendered almoſt impaſſable by 
heaps of doctrinal rubbiſh, brought from all parts 
of Chriſtendom, and by briars of contention which 
have kept growing far. above a thouſand years. 
To return: As a divine, I ſee more clearly. the gaps 


and ſtiles, at which miſtaken good men have turned 


out of the narrow way of truth, to the right hand 
and to the left.—As a proleſtant, I hope I have 
much more eſteem for the ſcriptures in general, and 
in particular for thoſe practical parts of it which 
the calviniſts had inſenſibly taught me to overlook 
or deſpiſe. And this increaſing eſteem is, I truſt, 
accompanied with a deeper conviction of the truth 
of chriſtianity, and with a greater readineſs to de- 
fend the goſpel againſt infidels, phariſees, and anti- 
nomiang,—As a preacher, I hope I can now do more 
Juſtice to a text, by :reconciling it with ſeemingly 
contrary ſcriptures ——As an anti- calviniſt, I have 


there is an election of diſtinguiſhing grace for God's 
eculiar people, and a n redemption for all 
lievers who are faithful unto death ;—And by 
that means, as a controvertiſt, I can more eaſily ex- 
cuſe pious Calviniſts, who through prejudice, miſ- 


take that ſcriptural election {for their antinomian 


election; and who conſider that particular redemp- 
tion as the only redemption mentioned in the ſcrip- 
tures, Nay, I can, without ſcruple allow Mr. 
Hill, that his doctrines of /inz/hed ſalvation and irre- 


Aſtible grace, are TRUE with reſpe& to all thoſe wha 
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die in their infancy.— As one who is called an Ar- 
miman, I have found out ſome flaws in Armintiani/m, 
and evidenced by ' impartiality in pointing them 
out, as well as the flaws of Calviniſm. | See the 
Preface. ---As a witneſs for the truth of the goſpel, 
I hope I have learned to bear reproach from all 
forts of people with more undaunted courage. And 
I bumbly truft, that were I called to ſeal with my 
blood the truth of the dodtrines of grace and juf- 
tice againſt the ps bo and the antinomans, I could 
(divine grace ſupporting me to the laſt) do it more 
rationally and of conlequence with greater ſteadi- 
neſs--- Again, as a follower of Chrift, I hope I have 
learned to diſregard my deareſt friends for my hea- 
venly Prophet : or to ſpeak the language of our 
Lord, I hope, I have learned to for/ake father, mo- 
ther, and brothers for Chriſt's ſake and the goſpel s- 
As a diſputant, I have learned that ſolid arguments 
and plain ſcriptures, make no more impreſſion upon 
bigotry, than the charmer's voice does upon the 
deat adder; and by that means, I hope, I depend 
leſs upon the powers of reaſon, the letter of the 
{cripture, and the candour of profeſſors, than I for- 
merly did.---As a behever, I have been brought to 
Tee and feel, that the power of the ſpirit of truth, 
which teaches men to be of one heart, and of one 
mind, and makes them think and /peak the fame, is 
at a very low ebb in the religious world; and that 
the prayer which I ought continually to offer is, O 
Lord, baptize chriſtians with the ſpirit of truth and 
the fire of love. Thy kingdom come! Bring thy 
church out of the wilderneſs of error and ſin, into 
the kingdom of righteouſneſs, peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt. As a member of the church of England, 
I have learned not to be plealed with our holy 
Mother for giving us floods of pure morality to 
" walh away the few remaining Calvinian freckles 
till perceptible upon her face.---As a chriſtian, I 
bope I have learned in ſome degree to exerciſe that 
charity, which teaches us boldly to oppoſe a dan- 
\ _ gerous error without ceaſing to honour and love its. 
Sn | hs y | abettors, 
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abettors, ſo far as they reſemble our Lord; and en- 
ables us to uſe an irony with St. Paul and Jeſus 
Chriſt, not as an enemy uſes a daggar, but as a 
furgeon uſes a lancet or a cauſtic : and laſtly, as a 
IWriter 1 have learned to feel the truth of Solomon's 
obſervation, © Of making many books there is no 
end, and much ſtudy is a wearineſs of the fleſh ; let 
us hear the concluſion cf the whole matter: Fear 
God and keep his commandments; for this is the 
whole duty of man,” and the ſum of the anti: ſoli - 
fidian truth, which I endeavour to vindicate. 

1 do not ſay that I have learned any of theſe 
leſſons as I ſhould have done ; but I hope I have 
learned ſo much of them as to ſay, that in theſe 
1eſpetts my controverſial toil has not been altogether 
in vain in the Lord. And now, Reader, let me in- 
treat thee to pray, that if I am ſpared to vindicate 
wore fully what appears to us the 3 dottrine 
of | amy, I may be / helped by the Father of lights 
and the God of love, as to ſpeak the pure truth in 
perfedt love, and never more drop a needleſsly- ſevere 
expreſſion. Some ſuch have eſcaped me before 1 
was aware. In endeavouring to render my ſtyle 
nervous, I have ſometimes inadvertently rendered 
it provoking. Inſtead of ſaying that the dottrines 
of grace, (ſo called) repreſent God as © ab/olutely 
"2; acute towards myriads of ** reprobated culprits.” 
4 would now ſay, that, upon the principles of my 
opponents, God appears * devord of grace” towards 
thole whom he has abſolutely © reprobated”” from 
. #I eternity, The thought is the ſame, I grant; 
but the expreſſions are leſs grating and more de- 
cent. This propriety of language I labour after 
as well as after more meekneſs of wiſdom. The 
Lord help me and my antagoniſts to "6 our gar 

ments clean | Controveitiſts ought to be clothed with 
-an ardent flaming love for 3 and a candid hum- 
ble regard for their neighbour. May no root or 
| prejudice ſtain that flaming love! no malice rend 
our ſeamleſs garments ! And, if they are ever fo’ 
in blood, may it be only in the blood of our com- 
mon enemies, deſtruftive Error, and the man of fin + 
. F I N I S. 
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1. HE Life of Mr. THOMAS WALSH, of 

Bally-Linn, in Ireland; compoſed chiefl 
from his own papers, by Mr. JAMES MORGAN. 
Mr. Walon was educated in the principles of the 
Church of Rome, but being convinced of the errors 
and pernicious Doctrines of that Church, he em- 
braced the Proteſtant Religion. Soon after he was 
in ſtructed. more perfectly in the truth as it is in Jeſus, 
and became an Itinerant Preacher in the Methodiſt 
Connection. This Narrative contains a particular 
account of his remarkable Convictions and Conver- 
ſion; his deep experience, inward ſufferings, per- 
ſecutions, afflictions, and temptations : his almoſt 
unexampled zeal for the converſion of ſinners, and 
indefatigable labours in the miniſtry, both in Eng- 
land and Ireland. Bound 1s. 6d. ſewed 1s. 


2. The Life of the pious and venerable Mr. 
JOHN FLETCHER, Vicar of Madeley, Author 
of the Checks againſt Antinomianiſm, and many 
other valuable pieces of - and practical 
Divinity. For the Character of Mr. Fletcher ſee 
the Arminian Magazine for the year 1793. Price 
bound 2s, 6d. ſewed 25s, 


3. Extract of the Life of Madam GUION. The 
account of this extraordinary perſon abounds with 
many exceilent things, tending to promote the 
ſpiritual advantage of the children of God. She 
was often favoured with uncommon influences of 
the Holy Spirit ; and, notwithſtanding her educa- 
tion among a dark, degenerate people, ſhe attained 
through Grace, a large meaſure of the Mind that 
was in Chriſt Jeſus: of righteouſneſs, peace, and 
Joy in the Holy Ghoſt: few inſtances are to, be 
tound in ſuch exalted love to God and our neigh« 


bour ;. 
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bour; of genuine humility, invincible meeknefs, 
and unbounded reſignation, Price bound 2s, 6d. 
{ewed as. ER 


4. The Life of Mr. THOMAS HALIBUR. 
TON, Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univerſity of 
St. Andrews, Scotland, In this Narrative is de- 
ſcribed the Work of God in the Soul of. Man, in 
a way ſo clear and inſtrutting, as is rarely to be met 
with either in antient or modern Writings, Mr. 
Haliburton went through deep convictions and diſ- 
treſſing temptations, for ſeveral years; he was 
particularly exerciſed with preplexing doubts con- 
cerning the Being of God, and the Veracity of the 
Holy Scriptures; and was happily and powerfully 
delivered from all his fears and anxieties, His la- 
bours. in the Miniſtry were ſucceſsful, and he 
finiſhed his courſe with holy triumph in the Lord, 
Price 6d, 


5. The Life of M. DR RENTY, a French No- 
bleman, of exemplary piety and devotedneſs to 
Gop. Some years before his death he could teſtify, 
« I carry about with me ordinarily, an experimen- 
tal verity, and a plenitude of the preſence of the 
Holy Trinity; and this in ſo lively a manner, that 


my outward employments-create me no diſturbance 
at all,” Price 6d. 


6. An Account of Gop's Dealings with Mr. 
OHN HAIME, He was brought to the know- 
edge of the Truth when a ſoldier in the Queen's 
Regiment of Dragoons, and preached the Goſpel to 
the Britiſh Army in Flanders, in the years 1744, 
and 45. This Narrative includes ſome account of 
the Methodiſt Soldiers who were killed at the bat- 
tle of Fontenoy. 4d. 


7. The Journal and Chriſtian Experience of Mrs. 
ELIZABETH HARPER, of Redruth in Cornwall. 


8. The Life of Mr. JOHN JANEWAY, Fel- 
low of King's College, Cambridge. 4d. 


9. A ſhort Account of the happy Death of Mrs. 
HANNAH RICHARDSON ; by Mr, Charles 
Weſley, id, 


